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Hello!

The Montana Wool Growers Association is pleased 
to announce the 10th Annual Montana Ewe Sale and 
98th Annual Montana Ram Sale in Miles City, MT!  The collection of 285 rams and 1,280 ewes offered for sale 
this year is a testament to the dedication of our consignors.  MWGA is immensely proud to count these hard-
working families among our membership!  We know you will find great value in the offerings.

The Montana Ram Sale has emerged as a national leader in the industry on providing scrapie codon, NSIP 
data, production records, ribeye scans, and micron results so that you can have confidence in what you’re 
bidding on.  There are several different breeds available from consignors around the state. We encourage you 
to take your time as you look through the pens of rams and ewes.  The consignors will be around to answer 
your questions and help you find sheep to fit your flock goals. 

All rams and ewes on site in Miles City have been tipped up and inspected by our sale vet. By doing this, 
we like to ensure you are going home with a sound, healthy ram or ewe.  Buyers are responsible for 
transportation arrangements.  Please plan ahead if you hope to buy sheep and are going to need to find them 
a ride.

Again, we thank you for taking the time out of your busy schedule to view and attend our sale. This sale 
is made possible by the support from our MWGA membership, local Miles City businesses, consignors, 
volunteers, the Lewistown Livestock team, Frontier Productions,  MWGA committees, and YOU, the buyers.  
We owe the success of this sale to the consignors who bring their best sheep to town, and the buyers who 
return year after year. 

Don’t forget to join us for all the fun ahead of the sales, including the sheep and wool judging contests on 
Wednesday the 13 starting at 9am (lunch included), the Ewe Sale Social at 5pm ahead of the Ewe Sale, and 
the Ram Sale Lunch beginning at 11 am on September 14th!  

Enjoy the Sales,
Cheryl Schuldt  
Ewe Sale Manager 
(406) 945-0404

Christian Posbergh 
Ram Sale Manager 
(406) 823-9615

&
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THANK YOU 
MONTANA!
For 70 years, Stockman Bank has 
been serving Montana with the 
best in banking services, helping 
Montanans manage their money, 
achieve their financial goals, 
and realize their dreams. As the 
largest family-owned, privately 
held, community bank in 
Montana, we remain committed 
to traditional, western values and 
homegrown community service.

Member FDIC | Equal Housing Lender
Montana’s Brand of Banking
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10th Annual Montana Ewe Sale
98th Annual Montana Ram Sale

September 13 & 14, 2023
Eastern Montana Fairgrounds 

Miles City, Montana 
 
 

Schedule of Events
Friday, September 1
  Ram and Ewe Sale Catalogs Available Online at: 
  MTSHEEP.ORG or FrontierLiveSale.com

Tuesday, September 12 
  Online Bidders for Ram and Ewe Sale should be Registered
  Register online at FrontierLiveSale.com (or visit mtsheep.org)

Wednesday, September 13
  7:00 am-Rams and ewe consignments available for viewing
  8:00 am-Check-in for Judging Contests
  9:00am-Sheep Judging Contest
  Lamb Braut Lunch
  1:30 pm-Wool Judging Contest
  5:00 pm-Ewe Sale Social (cash bar and snacks)
  6:00 pm- 10th Annual Montana Ewe Sale, 1,280 head will sell!

Thursday, September 14
	 	 7:00	am-Rams	available	for	viewing,	donuts	and	coffee
  11:00 am-1:00pm Lamb Lunch Served in Pavilion
  12:00 pm-98th Annual Montana Ram Sale- 285 Range Rams sell

Buyers:  Thank-you again for your continued support of the Montana Ram and Ewe Sales.   Make sure to register for a bidder number.  Your 

bidder number will work for both the ram or ewe sales.  Ewes may be loaded out after the sale on Wednesday night or before 11 am on 

Thursday, and no later than 10AM on Friday.  Bucks may be loaded during or after the Ram Sale, or before 10am on Friday. 

Internet Bidders:  Please register on-line at least one day prior to the sale to familiarize yourself with the set up.  If you just want to watch 

the sale on-line, you still have to register as a bidder.  Your internet connection speed will affect your ability to stream the sale and bid in a 

timely fashion.  Please consider that when choosing a location to bid from.
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The Montana Wool Growers Association proudly sponsors and plans the Montana Ram and Ewe Sales 
in Miles City each year.  From our membership and board of directors, welcome to the sales!

 
President

Duane Talcott (Debbie)
Hammond, MT 
(406) 427-5482

debtalcott@yahoo.com

Staff:

Executive Secretary
Stefanie Leach (Jess) 

Ledger, MT 59456 
(406) 581-8226

stefanie@mtsheep.org

Public Affairs Director
Calli Michaels (Russell)

Michaels Law, PLLC 
Dillon, MT 59725

cmichaels@mlawmt.com

Directors-District 1
Dave Scott (Jenny)

Whitehall, MT 
(406) 490-7596 Cell

montanahighlandlamb@yahoo.com

Scott Blackman (Raina)
Wolf Creek, MT 
(406) 235-4227

scottblackman1965@gmail.com 

Directors-District 2
Ben Lehfeldt (Jamie)

Lavina, MT 
(406) 321-1097

ben_lehfeldt@hotmail.com

John Sampsel (Betty)
Stanford, MT

(406) 566-2700 Home
hnco@mtintouch.net

Directors-District 3
And 2023 Vice President

Sam Ortmann (Nancy)
Wolf Point, MT  
(406) 392-5356

mtwool@nemontel.net

Cord Bieber (Kristin)
Brockway, MT

 (406) 939-3200
cordbieber@gmail.com

Directors-District 4
Levi McEuen (Amel)

Broadus, MT
(406) 210-5711

thegiftranch@gmail.com

Lisa Borchgrevink
Hammond, MT

lisaborch2016@gmail.com

MWGA Board of DirectorsMWGA Board of Directors
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Serving Eastern Montana’s Real Estate Needs for Over 25 Years 

FARM AND RANCH PROPERTIES
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL 

REAL ESTATE

TERRY, MT
PHONE: (406)635-LAND

WWW.MTLANDHOME.COM

Thank You Sponsors!Thank You Sponsors!
Sale sponsorship is an integral part 

of the success of these sales each 
year.  We thank our sponsors, past 
and present, for helping continue 
the legacy of the Montana Ram Sale, 
and now the Montana Ewe Sale.  

Thank you for your contributions 
to this sale.  We look forward to 
spending time in the Miles City 
community each year.  The town 
of Miles City is a second home to 
many of these consignors, who have 
been making this fall trip to bring 
their consignment to Miles City for 
decades.  

Thank you to the Miles City 
community for welcoming MWGA 
and ‘sheep week’ each year.

In addition to sponsors, we’d like 
to thank the countless volunteers 
that show up each year to contribute 
to these sales! From help at sifting, 
load-out, serving meals, setting up 
and tearing down the sale barns, and 
more-it takes a big sheep family to 
put this on!  

THANK YOU ALL!
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MCC Full Page 
Ad
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Ram and Ewe Sale TermsRam and Ewe Sale Terms

2023 Montana Ram and Ewe Sale Terms 

1. Any changes to the sale book are provided on a supplement sheet sale day and will 
be announced on the auction block. 

2. In bidding on pens of  rams or ewes, bids will be based on the price per head - not 
the pen as a whole. The auctioneer will settle misunderstandings or disputes as to bids 
per his discretion. 

3. All sheep on the grounds are held at the seller’s risk until sold. Ownership changes 
when the sheep are sold in the ring. Sheep are held at the buyer’s risk after the time 
of  sale in the ring. The seller will ensure the sold animals are fed and watered until 
loading for transport. Load out will be no later than 10AM on the day following the 
ram sale. 

4. Sale is being managed by Lewistown Livestock, Inc. Terms of  the sale are cash or 
check, day of  auction. Checks shall be made payable to Lewistown Livestock, Inc. 
Absentee buyers and internet buyers: payment must be mailed to Lewistown Live-
stock, PO Box 1190/83 Stockyard Lane, Lewistown, MT 59457, by the close of  the 
next business day. Payment methods accepted are cash, check, ACH, or wire transfer. 
Buyer is responsible for any fees associated with wire transfer, postage, etc. These pay-
ment terms also apply to internet bidders registering with Frontier Live Sale. CREDIT 
CARDS ARE NOT ACCEPTED. 

5. Absentee/Phone bidders must register with Lewistown Livestock 24 hours in ad-
vance to be approved to bid. Office: 406-535-3535. Kyle Shobe: 406-366-0472. Internet 
bidders may register at any time prior to auction with Frontier Live Sale. 

6. Sheep will not be released for shipment prior to the end of  the auction without writ-
ten order from the Sale Manager. 

7. Certificates of  Veterinary Inspection will be provided by the sale veterinarian, re-
quired for interstate transport and Federal Law. If  additional health certificates, tests, 
or documentation is required for transport, it shall be at the buyer’s request and ex-
pense. The buyer must check the scrapie tag and paint brand for accuracy upon loading 
of  the animal for transport and report discrepancies immediately. 
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Bieber Land, LLC
Cord Bieber

Cell: (406) 939-3200
cordbieber@gmail.com 

Clover Meadows, LLC
Cal & Julie Ward
(406) 596-0668

clovermeadowsmt@gmail.com

Dawe Suffolks
Robertta & Kevin Dawe

(406) 932-6529
krdawe@itstriangle.com

Diamond U Ranch
Doug & Jennifer Ulsh

(406) 868-5559
dougulsh@gmail.com

Front Range Sheep Co
Justin Winston
(406) 980-0325

frontrangesheepco@gmail.com

Gibbs Range Rams 
Pat & Bev Gibbs
(406) 977-2852

pbgibbs@midrivers.com 

Green Ranch 
Keith Green 

(406) 930-0653
greenranch@mtintouch.net

Heart Lazy P Suffolks
Dana & Marty Penrod

(406) 234-2648
heartlazyp@midrivers.com 

Helle Rambouillet
John Helle

(406) 660-0990
jhelle64@gmail.com

Hughes Newford, Co.
John & Betty Sampsel

(406) 366-1077
hnco@mtintouch.net   

Jones Ranch
Managed by Harold Dillard 

(209) 509-8879
crossedhearts.dillard@gmail.com

Lehfeldt Rambouillets
Ben Lehfeldt

(406) 321-1097 
ben_lehfeldt@hotmail.com

McRae Brothers Targhees 
Jack & Kathryn McRae

(406) 977-6121 
jmcrae@midrivers.com

Ian & Kim McRae
(406) 690-5388

iancmcrae@gmail.com 

Montana Ag Experiment Stn
(406) 994-3722

animalrange@montana.edu 

Montana Sheep Company
Tracie Roeder

(406) 599-6195
tracieroeder@gmail.com

Sam and Nancy Ortmann
(406) 263-4064

mtwool@nemontel.net 

Wacy & Jami Ortmann
(406) 263-0127

wacyortmann@yahoo.com

Sampsel Livestock
Jeff & Dawnita Sampsel

(406) 799-2379
dawnita.deichmann@yahoo.com

Skull Creek Targhees 
Kristin Bieber 

(406) 672-4471
k.mcrae.bieber@gmail.com

Sweet Grass Targhees
Dylan Laverell 
(406) 930-0216

laverell.dylan@gmail.com

Ew E Sa l E Co n S i g n o r S
Bieber Land LLC

Cord Bieber
Brockway, MT

Cell: (406) 939-3200
cordbieber@gmail.com 

Blue Bell Sheep LLC
Henry Hollenbeck

(406) 425-4265
henryhollenbeck@yahoo.com 

Heart Lazy P Suffolks
Dana & Marty Penrod

(406) 234-2648
heartlazyp@midrivers.com 

Duane & Patsy White 
Circle, MT 

(406) 974-2442
duane.patsy@gmail.com

Garrett & Katie Harrington
Broadus, MT

(406) 839-1143
elklodge41@gmail.com

Helle Livestock
John Helle
Dillon, MT 

(406) 660-0990
jhelle64@gmail.com

Hinnaland
Circle, MT 

(406) 974-3690
dr3chinn@midrivers.com

Hollenbeck Land & Livestock
Molt, MT 

(406) 425-4265
henryhollenbeck@yahoo.com 

Hughes Newford, Co.
John & Betty Sampsel

Standord, MT
(406) 366-1077

hnco@mtintouch.net   

Jones Ranch
Conrad, MT 

(209) 509-8879
crossedhearts.dillard@gmail.

com

Justin King
Hammond, MT
(406) 853-1559

justinkingmt@gmail.com

Lazy 4X Livestock Co.
Lane and Krysta Green

Cohagen, MT
406-977-2877

lazy4xliveco@gmail.com

Lehfeldt Rambouillets
Ben Lehfeldt
Lavina, MT

(406) 321-1097 
ben_lehfeldt@hotmail.com

Michelle Hersrud
Rapelje, MT 

(406) 321-4784
hersh_5@hotmail.com

Montana Ag Experiment Stn
Bozeman, MT 

(406) 994-3722
animalrange@montana.edu 

Montana Sheep Company
Tracie Roeder
Ft Shaw, MT

(406) 599-6195
tracieroeder@gmail.com

Prairie Elk
Wolf Point, MT 
(406) 478-0754

mattwalter20@gmail.com

Rita Wemmer
Miles City, MT

(406) 853-3688
ritawemmer@gmail.com

Sampsel Livestock
Jeff & Dawnita Sampsel

Stanford, MT
(406) 799-2379

dawnita.deichmann@yahoo.com

Wynn & Jeff Tauck
Hammond, MT
(605) 645-9355

jtauck@hotmail.com 

ra m Sa l E Co n S i g n o r S

Consignor Contact InformationConsignor Contact Information
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Thank You Sponsors!Thank You Sponsors!
Platinum Sponsors

Ag Risk Advisors
Miles City Hotel and Suites

Stockman Bank

Gold Sponsors
McWilliams Shearing

Steadman’s Ace Hardware
Muggli Bros, Inc

Food and Fiber Risk Managers, LLC
First Interstate Bank

Black Iron Grill 

Silver Sponsors
Mexico Lindo

Western Ag Network
Community First Federal Credit Union

Miles Community College
Eastern Montana Land & Home, LLC

Miles City Veterinary Service
Fred Wacker Agency
Yellowstone Tavern

Montana Targhee Association

Bronze Sponsors
Reynolds Market
Big Sky Pharmacy

Rolling Rubber Point S
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The 10th Annual Montana Ewe Sale is set for Wednesday, 
September 13th, at 6:00 pm sharp. Ewes will sell at the Eastern 
Montana Fairgrounds in Miles City, and this year features 
1,280 head of Montana raised yearlings and ewe lambs. The 
first 480 head will be offered and sold on-site at the Agri-
Sports Building.  Another 800 head will be available off-site 
for country delivery.

To kick off Ewe Sale Day, Montana State University 
Extension will be hosting a sheep judging contest. Sheep 
and Wool Judging Contest starting at 9am. The live animal 
contest will start at 9am and consist of 8 live animal classes, 
2 reasons classes for the youth and a written exam for adults. 
There will be a free lamb braut lunch before the wool judging 
gets underway at 1:30pm with 4 judging classes and 1 set of 
oral reasons. There will be 4 divisions: 1. Junior (<14 years old)  
2. Senior (>14 years old) 3. Collegiate and 4. Adult. Cost to 
register is $5 and check-in will take place at 8am on Wednesday. 

There will be plenty of time to look through the ewe and 
ram offering on Wednesday.  The Ewe Sale social will begin 
at 5pm, with snacks and a cash bar available.  Lewistown 
Livestock Inc will be handling the sale management this year, 
so be sure to get a bidders number from their table ahead of 
the sale.  The Ewe Sale starts promptly at 6pm. First to sell will 
be a donation ewe, donated by John and Betty Sampsel of 
Hughes Newford Co. of Stanford, MT.  A variety of wool and 
meat-breed ewes will be offered, on-site and off-site.

Ewes offered have a reputation for quality, so you can feel 
confident buying your ewes at this sale.  The on-site ewes will 
be individually inspected by our sale veterinarian for general 
health, clear eyes, sound mouth, and udders.  The ewes 
offered have been treated for keds at home. Any ewe not 
passing inspection will be screened out and will not sell—we 
want buyers to take home ewes that are functional and ready 
to go!  The on-site ewes are available for viewing after 3pm on 
Tuesday and all-day Wednesday!

Many breeds will be offered, from 20 different consignors. 
Michelle Hersrud from Rapelje offers up 10 Targhee yearlings 
that are either twins or triplets. She has used Hughes 
Newford Co rams and maintains a good wool clip year after 
year. Garrett and Katie Harrington out of Broadus are a young 
couple raising Targhees that are functional and productive. 
Garrett is the  3rd generation in his family to raise sheep in 
SE Montana. Wynn & Jeff Tauck are no strangers to raising 
sheep either, Jeff is a 4th generation producer and has spent 
a lifetime raising Targhees and emphasizes fine, high yielding 
wool in their operation located north of Hammond. Prairie 
Elk cracks out for their first ewe sale in Miles City with 60 
spring born Targhee lambs.  They have been using bucks from 
Cord Bieber and have a very rigorous flock health program 
in place at the colony located out of Wolf Point.  Duane and 
Patsy White from Circle have 200 head of fancy Targhee/

Rambouillet yearlings to offer. Their breeding program is 
based on ewes purchased from John Killen and ewes from 
this sale over the years. Their bucks have also come from the 
Miles City sale. They have sold most of their cows and are all 
in with their fine wooled sheep.

Featured this year for the first time ever Holllenbeck Land 
and Livestock will bring 30 head of Katahdin/Dorper fall ewe 
lambs. These lambs were born in the fall of 2022 and are ready 
for breeding this year. If you live in an area that has a shortage 
of sheep shearers or need some ewes for weed control or the 
growing ethnic markets then look no further.

 Suffolk and Suffolk/Hampshire ewe lambs will be offered 
in pens of five. All whiteface ewes are about a year-and-a-half 
old, born in the spring of 2022, with the exception of Garrett 
& Katie Harringtons and Prairie Elk’s lots of ewe lambs. Check 
the consignor listings on the following pages for details!

The off-site lots will be offered by Lehfeldt Rambouillets 
(Lavina), Blue Bell Sheep (Molt), Duane & Patsy White (Circle, 
MT) and Helle Rambouillet (Dillon). 

Ben Lehfeldt from Lehfeldt Rambouillets will sell one lot 
of 100 head. The 100 head lots will be offered in groups of 
50 head—Lots A and B.  Successful bidders will have the 
option of taking one or both lots at that price before bidding 
is reopened on the remaining ewes.  

Helle Rambouillet offers up 300 Rambouillet yearling ewes 
for your consideration. We will offer these yearlings in groups 
of 75 head-Lots A, B, C and D. Successful bidders will have the 
option of taking one or all lots at that price before bidding is 
reopened on the remaining yearlings. 

Blue Bell Sheep Co is offering 200 head off-site, offered in 
groups of 50 head.  Duane and Patsy White are offering 200 
head, again in groups of 50 head.  The 100 head lots will be 
offered in groups of 50 head—Lots A and B. Here’s a great 
opportunity to partner with another sheep producer in your 
area and increase your flock numbers!

Buyers not able to attend the sale in person need to 
register to bid online.  Information can be found online at 
mtsheep.org (or check page 4 for all the details!).   Online 
buyers should register 2 days in advance of the sale and 
preferably use a computer with high-speed internet on sale 
day to provide the best bidding experience.  Phone bidding is 
also available.  We hope to see you there!

PURCHASED EWES MAY BE LOADED OUT ON 
WEDNESDAY EVENING, THURSDAY MORNING BEFORE 
11AM, OR AFTER THE RAM SALE IS COMPLETE, OR FRIDAY 
MORNING, NO LATER THAN 10 AM.

Please see SALE TERMS ON PAGE 8.

1010thth annual montana EwE SalE  annual montana EwE SalE 
Wednesday, September 13, 2023 • 6PM

Agri-Sports Building •  Eastern Montana Fairgrounds • Miles City, MT
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DONATION EWE
Hughes Newford Co. - 1 Targhee Yearling - Stanford, MT

   Funds raised will be used to offer scholarship(s) to young producers attending leadership and other industry  events.

LOT 301
Montana Sheep Co - 10 Targhee Yearlings - Ft Shaw, MT

Montana Sheep Company – Roeder Family - We expect our ewes to be good mothers the first time and every time. Consigned are 
10 Targhee ewes from a B. ovis free flock with MSC, Green, McRae, Innes, and Ortmann genetics. Ewe flock wool clip averages 21.5 

Expect a 175% drop. Ewes will milk well with good udder construction. No eye problems. NSIP, wool, and ultrasound data available. 
Raised with minimal inputs and guard dogs. Herded and grazed on knapweed this summer. Back poured and first vaccinations 

(Campylobacter, and Chlamydia) for breeding. Shorn March 28th, these ewes are thick bodied and structurally correct.

LOT 302
Sampsel Livestock - 10 Targhee Yearlings - Stanford, MT

We are back for our third-year consigning to the Montana Ewe Sale. The yearling ewes we have brought this year are commercial ewes 
that come from sires of Tunby, Hughes Newford, and some of our own range raised rams that we are excited to see growing up into very 

strong herd sires. Our ewe clip averaged 20.2 micron and had some of the best staple length that we have seen to date. Core test from 
2023 ewe clip was 20.3 micron. Consistently we have had a 180% percent drop rate at lambing. All ewes are run through a barn for lamb-
ing and herded with guard dogs on native range and forage as well as leafy spurge. We look forward to discussing with anyone that has 

questions. Jeff (406)366-2568 or Dawnita (406)799-2379

LOT 303
Bieber Land, LLC - 10 Targhee Yearlings - Brockway, MT

Bieber Land is consigning sixty head of range ready yearling commercial Targhee ewes to the Tenth Annual Montana Ewe Sale. The dams 
of these yearlings have been shed lambed and selected for mothering ability as well as udder soundness and conformation. Ewes are 

retained for their ability to raise their lambs with no assistance while staying in good condition. The sires are all purebred Targhee rams 
with NSIP selected for high growth traits and high fleece traits. The rolling five-year core average for the flock is 20.5 micron.

The ewes and lambs are run on Eastern Montana range after lambing and the lambs are weaned on grass. These yearling ewes were kept 
based upon conformation, build and their performance comparative to their birth type.

LOT 304
Hughes Newford Co - 10 Targhee Yearlings - Standford, MT

HUGHES NEWFORD will again bring 10 top commercial Targhee yearling ewes.  We pay close attention to our 
maternal traits.  These yearling ewes were weaned off their mother’s milk and native range.  They were wintered 
on alfalfa grass hay.  They have been out on grass all summer and are ready to breed this fall. We will post wool 

microns and birth type this fall.  

LOT 305
Rita Wemmer - 10 Targhee Yearlings - Miles City, MT

We are pleased to be offering this set of yearling ewes, started many years ago by Gerome. The flock was built up over a 45 year span 
and will continue to grow. Our Targhee rams have been purchased almost exclusively from the Montana Ram Sale. Rams from Lawrence 

Capra, Skull Creek Targhee and the latest purchases from McRae Brothers and Bieber Land LLC.
The sheep have a history of wool in the 62-64’s and a 130-150% lamb crop, depending on annual conditions. We are continuing with the 
breeding program developed by Gerome those many years ago. We are offering these yearling ewes from the heart of our replacement 

ewes. We hope their bloodlines will do for your herd as they have done for ours over the years.

1010thth annual montana EwE SalE annual montana EwE SalE
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1010thth annual montana EwE SalE annual montana EwE SalE

LOT 306
Michelle Hersrud - 10 Targhee Yearlings - Miles City, MT

I have a flock of ewes that are purebred commercial Targhees. I use Hughes Newford bucks and have for the last 
5 years. I breed for milk and wool. My wool grades at 21.8 micron. I lamb starting March 1 and sell the majority of 

my lambs in the beginning of June. We sell early to avoid coyote loss. Even selling in June our weaning weights are 
80# and up.

LOT 307
Montana Ag Experiment Station - 10 Targhee/Rambouillet Yearlings - Bozeman, MT

The Montana Ag Experiment Station yearling ewe consignments are a Targhee/Rambouillet cross from sires sourced at the 
Montana Ram Sale for generations. These will be low input, moderate framed older style commercial, finewool ewes bred for 
the drier, rocky conditions at MAES Red Bluff. Our mature ewes will average around 130 pounds at turnout to summer range, 
shear a 20.8 micron clip and drop around 140% lamb crop. They are shed lambed and herded with guard dogs in the rough 

Bear Trap area north of Ennis. Ewes are wintered on minimal inputs and expected to forage.

LOT 308
Jones Ranch - 10 Rambouillet Yearlings - Conrad, MT

With a ranch history of 133 years of breeding, along with vigor, range raised, fed and bred here in Montana we 
offer 30 yearling ewes. We strive for always improving microns surpassing the expected. We also are focused on 

improving and perfecting weight gains, ribeye size and range hardiness, fertility, and milk production. Our goal is 
all about breeding quality. We focus on the whole picture not just one or two attributes. This is a really nice set of 

yearling ewes with micron range from 16-20.

LOT 309
Garrett & Katie Harrington - 10 Targhee Yearlings - Hammond, MT

Garrett & Katie Harrington’s Targhee ewes originated from Dan and Carolyn Harrington’s (my grandparents) Targhee ewes. This bunch of 
yearling ewes and ewe lambs are sired by Targhee rams from Mike Capra rams, Ortmann rams, and Tauck rams. Their wool has been aver-
aging 20.5-21 micron. Our goal is to try to keep a smaller frame, open face ewe with longer & finer wool. Raised on the Powder River near 

Broadus, MT they feed mostly on river bottom ground and irrigated hayfields. Our herd has always been shed lambed and all replace-
ment ewe lambs are individually selected & marked in the lambing jugs to be sorted again in the fall and after shearing!

LOT 310
Lehfeldt Rambouillets - 10 Rambouillet Yearlings - Lavina, MT

We are a Fifth-Generation, Polled, Registered Rambouillet sheep ranch located in Lavina, Montana.  
Shed lamb 2300 commercial ewes and 170 registered ewes in April with over 160% lamb crop

NSIP and EBVs used in selection process for lambing rate, wool quality, and carcass quality for over the past 15 years.
Ewes/lambs herded with livestock protection dogs on grass and leafy spurge during summer months

All ewes have been herded in large bands on native grassland over the summer.
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LOT 311
Rita Wemmer - 10 Targhee Yearlings - Miles City, MT

We are pleased to be offering this set of yearling ewes, started many years ago by Gerome. The flock was built up over a 45 year span 
and will continue to grow. Our Targhee rams have been purchased almost exclusively from the Montana Ram Sale. Rams from Lawrence 

Capra, Skull Creek Targhee and the latest purchases from McRae Brothers and Bieber Land LLC.
The sheep have a history of wool in the 62-64’s and a 130-150% lamb crop, depending on annual conditions. We are continuing with the 
breeding program developed by Gerome those many years ago. We are offering these yearling ewes from the heart of our replacement 

ewes. We hope their bloodlines will do for your herd as they have done for ours over the years.

LOT 312
Bieber Land, LLC - 10 Targhee Yearlings - Brockway, MT

Bieber Land is consigning sixty head of range ready yearling commercial Targhee ewes to the Tenth Annual Montana Ewe Sale. The dams 
of these yearlings have been shed lambed and selected for mothering ability as well as udder soundness and conformation. Ewes are 

retained for their ability to raise their lambs with no assistance while staying in good condition. The sires are all purebred Targhee rams 
with NSIP selected for high growth traits and high fleece traits. The rolling five-year core average for the flock is 20.5 micron.

The ewes and lambs are run on Eastern Montana range after lambing and the lambs are weaned on grass. These yearling ewes were kept 
based upon conformation, build and their performance comparative to their birth type.

LOT 313
Montana Ag Experiment Station - 10 Targhee/Rambouillet Yearlings - Bozeman, MT

The Montana Ag Experiment Station yearling ewe consignments are a Targhee/Rambouillet cross from sires sourced at the 
Montana Ram Sale for generations. These will be low input, moderate framed older style commercial, finewool ewes bred for 
the drier, rocky conditions at MAES Red Bluff. Our mature ewes will average around 130 pounds at turnout to summer range, 
shear a 20.8 micron clip and drop around 140% lamb crop. They are shed lambed and herded with guard dogs in the rough 

Bear Trap area north of Ennis. Ewes are wintered on minimal inputs and expected to forage.

LOT 314
Hollenbeck Land & Livestock - 10 Katahdin/Dorper Fall Lambs - Molt, MT

These Dorper/Katahdins were born last summer/fall.  They have run with big bands of sheep all summer that have 
both been herded and with electric fence.  These are a nice set of small framed hair sheep that will fit in an existing 

flock or a great starter flock. Hair sheep are in high demand, and a nice set of uniform ewes are hard to come by, 
don’t miss out on this emerging market.

LOT 315
Garrett & Katie Harrington - 10 Targhee Lambs - Hammond, MT

Garrett & Katie Harrington’s Targhee ewes originated from Dan and Carolyn Harrington’s (my grandparents) Targhee ewes. This bunch of 
yearling ewes and ewe lambs are sired by Targhee rams from Mike Capra rams, Ortmann rams, and Tauck rams. Their wool has been aver-
aging 20.5-21 micron. Our goal is to try to keep a smaller frame, open face ewe with longer & finer wool. Raised on the Powder River near 

Broadus, MT they feed mostly on river bottom ground and irrigated hayfields. Our herd has always been shed lambed and all replace-
ment ewe lambs are individually selected & marked in the lambing jugs to be sorted again in the fall and after shearing!



16 Montana Ram & Ewe Sales 

1010thth annual montana EwE SalE annual montana EwE SalE

LOT 316
Prairie Elk - 10 Targhee Lambs - Wolf Point, MT

These Ewe lambs were born in April. They are shed lambed, we average around 200% drop and manage for pro-
duction. Ewe lambs are selected based on confirmation and mothering ability. The flock comes primarily from 

foundation of Skull Creek Targhees. Lambs have great feet and are thoroughly Vet checked. Herd has never had 
sheep ticks in 15 years. They have been Intensively grazed  using electric fence. Our wool clip consistently runs 21 

to 22 micron.

LOT 317
Prairie Elk - 10 Targhee Lambs - Wolf Point, MT

These Ewe lambs were born in April. They are shed lambed, we average around 200% drop and manage for pro-
duction. Ewe lambs are selected based on confirmation and mothering ability. The flock comes primarily from 

foundation of Skull Creek Targhees. Lambs have great feet and are thoroughly Vet checked. Herd has never had 
sheep ticks in 15 years. They have been Intensively grazed  using electric fence. Our wool clip consistently runs 21 

to 22 micron.

LOT 318
Heart Lazy P - 5 Suffolk Lambs - Miles City, MT

For your consideration 5 head of Suffolk ewe lambs with 24 years of genetics backing them. We strive to produce 
stock with a moderate frame, thick made, structurally sound, feed efficient with strong maternal instinct. Born the 

month of February, twin or triplet and will be at least QR. Several have brothers consigned to MT Ram Sale. I do 
not push my ewe lambs to grow fast but rather slow. They have been on pasture, hay with minimal grain, up to 

date on worming and ready to breed this fall. 

LOT 319
Heart Lazy P - 5 Suffolk/Hamp Lambs - Miles City, MT

For your consideration 5 head of Suffolk/Hamp X ewe lambs with 24 years of genetics backing them. We strive to 
produce stock with a moderate frame, thick made, structurally sound, feed efficient with strong maternal instinct. 

Born the month of February, twin or triplet and will be at least QR. Several have brothers consigned to MT Ram 
Sale. I do not push my ewe lambs to grow fast but rather slow. They have been on pasture, hay with minimal grain, 

up to date on worming and ready to breed this fall. 

LOT 320
Hollenbeck Land & Livestock - 20 Katahdin/Dorper Fall Lambs - Molt, MT

These Dorper/Katahdins were born last summer/fall.  They have run with big bands of sheep all summer that have 
both been herded and with electric fence.  These are a nice set of small framed hair sheep that will fit in an existing 

flock or a great starter flock. Hair sheep are in high demand, and a nice set of uniform ewes are hard to come by, 
don’t miss out on this emerging market.
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LOT 321
Prairie Elk - 20 Targhee Lambs - Wolf Point, MT

These Ewe lambs were born in April. They are shed lambed, we average around 200% drop and manage for pro-
duction. Ewe lambs are selected based on confirmation and mothering ability. The flock comes primarily from 

foundation of Skull Creek Targhees. Lambs have great feet and are thoroughly Vet checked. Herd has never had 
sheep ticks in 15 years. They have been Intensively grazed  using electric fence. Our wool clip consistently runs 21 

to 22 micron.

LOT 322
Prairie Elk - 20 Targhee Lambs - Wolf Point, MT

These Ewe lambs were born in April. They are shed lambed, we average around 200% drop and manage for pro-
duction. Ewe lambs are selected based on confirmation and mothering ability. The flock comes primarily from 

foundation of Skull Creek Targhees. Lambs have great feet and are thoroughly Vet checked. Herd has never had 
sheep ticks in 15 years. They have been Intensively grazed  using electric fence. Our wool clip consistently runs 21 

to 22 micron.

LOT 323
Lazy 4X Livestock Co - 20 Merino/Targhee/Rambouillet Yearlings - Cohagen, MT

This is year we are excited to offer, what we feel, is a quality pen of yearling ewes. We lamb mid- April with all ewes 
being shed lambed. Then the sheep graze on native pastures until lambs are marketed in early August. We also 

winter graze with some supplement. Our flock delivered a 165% drop this spring while shearing 20.5micron and a 
60% yield. Sires used are from Lehfeldt Land and Livestock and home raised Targhee Cross Rams.

LOT 324
Helle Livestock - 20 Rambouillet Yearlings - Dillon, MT

Commercial Rambouillet yearlings. These ewes are genetically backed by our breed leading NSIP rams. Expect 3.5 
inch staple length and under 20 micron wool crop. Average lambing percentage of over 160% with good moth-

ering instinct, easily shed lambed. These yearlings have been herded their whole life on crop residue and summer 
mountain range. Shorn June 10th. Some great ewes to add to or start your flock! Take delivery of these ewes at the 

ranch in Dillon in early October.

LOT 325
Hinnaland - 20 Targhee Yearlings - Circle, MT

Forty home raised yearling ewes are our consignment this year. They have spent the summer competing with grasshoppers 
on native grass. Their mothers are shed lambed and will follow their lambs into a jug. These sheep are mild mannered and 

easy to work with, will follow a feed pickup anywhere and know how to eat pellets. They were shorn May 2nd. The 2023 wool 
clip was 17.8 micron and 60.5% yield. Sires are fine wooled rams purchased at MWGA Ram Sales. Mothers of these sheep 

have all been home raised as we have not purchased a female sheep in over 30 years.
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LOT 326
Bieber Land, LLC - 20 Targhee Yearlings - Brockway, MT

Bieber Land is consigning sixty head of range ready yearling commercial Targhee ewes to the Tenth Annual Montana Ewe Sale. The dams 
of these yearlings have been shed lambed and selected for mothering ability as well as udder soundness and conformation. Ewes are 

retained for their ability to raise their lambs with no assistance while staying in good condition. The sires are all purebred Targhee rams 
with NSIP selected for high growth traits and high fleece traits. The rolling five-year core average for the flock is 20.5 micron.

The ewes and lambs are run on Eastern Montana range after lambing and the lambs are weaned on grass. These yearling ewes were kept 
based upon conformation, build and their performance comparative to their birth type.

LOT 327
Justin King - 20 Targhee Yearlings - Hammond, MT

Consigning 40 Targhee yearling ewes that were raised on hard gumbo pasture with guard dogs in Southern Carter 
County. Ewes were shed lambed with low input. The flock’s wool core averages 21 to 22 microns.

Rams used on these ewes include Skull Creek Targhees and Diamond U Targhees.

LOT 328
Jones Ranch - 20 Rambouillet Yearlings - Conrad, MT

With a ranch history of 133 years of breeding, along with vigor, range raised, fed and bred here in Montana we 
offer 30 yearling ewes. We strive for always improving microns surpassing the expected. We also are focused on 

improving and perfecting weight gains, ribeye size and range hardiness, fertility, and milk production. Our goal is 
all about breeding quality. We focus on the whole picture not just one or two attributes. This is a really nice set of 

yearling ewes with micron range from 16-20.

LOT 329
Wynn & Jeff Tauck - 20 Targhee Yearlings - Hammond, MT

Our family has been raising Targhee sheep for four generations. Our ranch is located in Carter County in South-
eastern Montana. These ewes are from our registered flock bred up from bucks bought at the Montana Ram Sale. 
Wool production is a main focus of our sheep program with consistently low microns and high yielding fleeces. 
Our wool core test included these yearling ewes as well as our aged ewes—20.8 micron. 59.6% yield and a com-

fort factor of 97.9%.

LOT 330
Bieber Land, LLC - 20 Targhee Yearlings - Brockway, MT

Bieber Land is consigning sixty head of range ready yearling commercial Targhee ewes to the Tenth Annual Montana Ewe Sale. The dams 
of these yearlings have been shed lambed and selected for mothering ability as well as udder soundness and conformation. Ewes are 

retained for their ability to raise their lambs with no assistance while staying in good condition. The sires are all purebred Targhee rams 
with NSIP selected for high growth traits and high fleece traits. The rolling five-year core average for the flock is 20.5 micron.

The ewes and lambs are run on Eastern Montana range after lambing and the lambs are weaned on grass. These yearling ewes were kept 
based upon conformation, build and their performance comparative to their birth type.
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LOT 331
Hinnaland - 20 Targhee Yearlings - Circle, MT

Forty home raised yearling ewes are our consignment this year. They have spent the summer competing with grasshoppers 
on native grass. Their mothers are shed lambed and will follow their lambs into a jug. These sheep are mild mannered and 

easy to work with, will follow a feed pickup anywhere and know how to eat pellets. They were shorn May 2nd. The 2023 wool 
clip was 17.8 micron and 60.5% yield. Sires are fine wooled rams purchased at MWGA Ram Sales. Mothers of these sheep 

have all been home raised as we have not purchased a female sheep in over 30 years.

LOT 332
Helle Livestock - 20 Rambouillet Yearlings - Dillon, MT

Commercial Rambouillet yearlings. These ewes are genetically backed by our breed leading NSIP rams. Expect 3.5 
inch staple length and under 20 micron wool crop. Average lambing percentage of over 160% with good moth-

ering instinct, easily shed lambed. These yearlings have been herded their whole life on crop residue and summer 
mountain range. Shorn June 10th. Some great ewes to add to or start your flock! Take delivery of these ewes at the 

ranch in Dillon in early October.

Consigning 40 Targhee yearling ewes that were raised on hard gumbo pasture with guard dogs in Southern Carter 
County. Ewes were shed lambed with low input. The flock’s wool core averages 21 to 22 microns.

Rams used on these ewes include Skull Creek Targhees and Diamond U Targhees.

LOT 334
Blue Bell Sheep - 20 Targhee/Rambouillet Yearlings - Molt, MT

This set of Rambouillet/Targhee yearling ewes are just what a commercial sheep producer is looking for, in perfect condition 
to breed.  They sheared 18 micron May 10thof this year.  They are medium framed with just the right amount of flesh. These 
ewes have been herded and ran with guard dogs all summer. These ewes will be housed at the Miles City Livestock auction 
prior to sale for you to take a look.  Will also have a truck there to help get them to where they need to go.  Help yourselves 

to a great set of ewes.

LOT 333
Justin King - 20 Targhee Yearlings - Hammond, MT

LOT 335 
Lehfeldt Rambouillets - 100 Rambouillet Yearlings - Lavina, MT

We are a Fifth-Generation, Polled, Registered Rambouillet sheep ranch located in Lavina, Montana.  Shed lamb 2300 commercial ewes 
and 170 registered ewes in April with over 160% lamb crop NSIP and EBVs used in selection process for lambing rate, wool quality, and 
carcass quality for over the past 15 years. Ewes/lambs herded with livestock protection dogs on grass and leafy spurge during summer 

months All ewes have been herded in large bands on native grassland over the summer. Yearling Wool – 18.0 micron, 59.4% yield
A line – 20.0 micron, 59.2% yield 

Offered in groups of 50 head lots A & B. Successful bidders will have the option of taking one or all lots at that price before bidding reopens. 
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LOT 336
Blue Bell Sheep - 100 Targhee/Rambouillet Yearlings - Molt, MT

This set of Rambouillet/Targhee yearling ewes are just what a commercial sheep producer is looking for, in perfect condition to breed.  
They sheared 18 micron May 10thof this year.  They are medium framed with just the right amount of flesh. These ewes have been herd-
ed and ran with guard dogs all summer. These ewes will be housed at the Miles City Livestock auction prior to sale for you to take a look.  

Will also have a truck there to help get them to where they need to go.  Help yourselves to a great set of ewes. 
Offered in groups of 50 head lots A & B. Successful bidders will have the option of taking one or all lots at that price before bidding reopens. 

LOT 337
Blue Bell Sheep - 100 Targhee/Rambouillet Yearlings - Molt, MT

This set of Rambouillet/Targhee yearling ewes are just what a commercial sheep producer is looking for, in perfect condition to breed.  
They sheared 18 micron May 10thof this year.  They are medium framed with just the right amount of flesh. These ewes have been herd-
ed and ran with guard dogs all summer. These ewes will be housed at the Miles City Livestock auction prior to sale for you to take a look.  

Will also have a truck there to help get them to where they need to go.  Help yourselves to a great set of ewes. 
Offered in groups of 50 head lots A & B. Successful bidders will have the option of taking one or all lots at that price before bidding reopens. 

LOT 338
Duane & Patsy White - 100 Targhee/Rambouillet Yearlings - Circle, MT

Our ewes have been purchased from Lehfeldts, Hollenbecks and Ike Heser. These yearlings are lambs we raised and some we bought 
from Ike who uses Rafter 7 bucks. Their wool last spring was 17.7 micron and 61.2 % yield. We use Targhee bucks from Skull Creek, 

McRae’s, Ortmann and Roeder. Rambouillet bucks come from Lehfeldt. We run our sheep on range conditions. Take delivery following the 
sale at the ranch located east of Circle, MT.

Offered in groups of 50 head lots A & B. Successful bidders will have the option of taking one or all lots at that price before bidding reopens. 

LOT 339
Duane & Patsy White - 100 Targhee/Rambouillet Yearlings - Circle, MT

Our ewes have been purchased from Lehfeldts, Hollenbecks and Ike Heser. These yearlings are lambs we raised and some we bought 
from Ike who uses Rafter 7 bucks. Their wool last spring was 17.7 micron and 61.2 % yield. We use Targhee bucks from Skull Creek, 

McRae’s, Ortmann and Roeder. Rambouillet bucks come from Lehfeldt. We run our sheep on range conditions. Take delivery following the 
sale at the ranch located east of Circle, MT.

Offered in groups of 50 head lots A & B. Successful bidders will have the option of taking one or all lots at that price before bidding reopens. 

LOT 340
Helle Livestock - 300 Rambouillet Yearlings - Dillon, MT

Commercial Rambouillet yearlings. These ewes are genetically backed by our breed leading NSIP rams. Expect 3.5 inch staple length and 
under 20 micron wool crop. Average lambing percentage of over 160% with good mothering instinct, easily shed lambed. These year-
lings have been herded their whole life on crop residue and summer mountain range. Shorn June 10th. Some great ewes to add to or 

start your flock! Take delivery of these ewes at the ranch in Dillon in early October.
Offered in groups of 75 head lots A, B, C, D. Successful bidders will have the option of taking one or all lots at that price before bidding reopens. 



Montana Ram & Ewe Sales  21

LOT HD DESCRIPTION $/HD BUYER
301 10 Targhee Yrlgs - Montana Sheep Co

302 10 Targhee Yrlgs - Sampsel Livestock 

303 10 Targhee Yrlgs - Bieber Land LLC

304 10 Targhee Yrlgs - Hughes Newford

305 10 Targhee Yrlgs - Rita Wemmer

306 10 Targhee Yrlgs - Michelle Hersrud

307 10 Targhee/Rambouillet Yrlgs - MAES

308 10 Rambouillet Yrlgs - Jones Ranch

309 10 Targhee Yrlgs - Garrett & Katie Harrington

310 10 Rambouillet Yrlgs - Lehfeldt Rambouillets

311 10 Targhee Yrlgs - Rita Wemmer

312 10 Targhee Yrlgs - Bieber Land LLC

313 10 Targhee/Rambouillet Yrlgs - MAES

314 10 Katahdin/Dorper Fall Lambs - Hollenbeck Land & Livestock

315 10 Targhee Lambs - Garrett & Katie Harington

316 10 Targhee Lambs - Prairie Elk

317 10 Targhee Lambs - Prairie Elk

318 5 Suffolk Lambs - Heart Lazy P

319 5 Suffolk/Hamp Lambs - Heart Lazy P

320 20 Katahdin/Dorper Fall Lambs - Hollenbeck

321 20 Targhee Lambs - Prairie Elk

322 20 Targhee Lambs - Prairie Elk

323 20 Merino/Targhee/Rambouillet Yrlgs - Lazy 4X Livesstock 

324 20 Rambouillet Yrlgs - Helle Livestock

montana EwE SalE rESultSmontana EwE SalE rESultS

Sale Management:
Kyle Shobe

Lewistown Livestock Inc.
406-535-3535

www.LewistownLivestock.com
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LOT HD DESCRIPTION $/HD BUYER
325 20 Targhee Yrlgs - Hinnaland

326 20 Targhee Yrlgs - Bieber Land LLC

327 20 Targhee Yrlgs - Justin King

328 20 Rambouillet Yrlgs - Jones Ranch

329 20 Targhee Yrlgs - Wynn & Jeff Tauck

330 20 Targhee Yrlgs - Bieber Land LLC

331 20 Targhee Yrlgs - Hinnaland

332 20 Rambouillet Yrlgs - Helle Livestock

333 20 Targhee Yrlgs - Justin King

334 20 Targhee/Rambouillet Yrlgs - Blue Bell Sheep Co

335A 50 Rambouillet Yrlgs - Lehfeldt Rambouillets

335B 50 Rambouillet Yrlgs - Lehfeldt Rambouillets

336A 50 Targhee/Rambouillet Yrlgs - Blue Bell Sheep Co

336B 50 Targhee/Rambouillet Yrlgs - Blue Bell Sheep Co

337A 50 Targhee/Rambouillet Yrlgs - Blue Bell Sheep Co

337B 50 Targhee/Rambouillet Yrlgs - Blue Bell Sheep Co

338A 50 Targhee/Rambouillet Yrlgs -Duane & Patsy White

338B 50 Targhee/Rambouillet Yrlgs -Duane & Patsy White

339A 50 Targhee/Rambouillet Yrlgs -Duane & Patsy White

339B 50 Targhee/Rambouillet Yrlgs -Duane & Patsy White

340A 75 Rambouillet Yrlgs - Helle Rambouillet

340B 75 Rambouillet Yrlgs - Helle Rambouillet

340C 75 Rambouillet Yrlgs - Helle Rambouillet

340D 75 Rambouillet Yrlgs - Helle Rambouillet

Online Sale:
Sam Fraser, Co-Owner

Frontier Productions, LLC.
406-860-0590

www.FrontierLiveSale.com
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EBVs quantify the genetic merit of a sheep for a particular trait. They express the expected deviation of performance of an animal for each trait.  Each EBV consists of an age 
category and a measurement type. In the following example, if the ram has an EBV of 3.0 kg for weaning weight (WWT) he has the genetic potential to be 3 kg heavier at weaning 
compared to others in the breed and his lambs should be 3.0 pounds heavier at weaning when we convert to pounds and since each lamb inherits half its genetics from its sire. 
EBVs at the Montana Ram Sale available for – 

Blackface Consignors are:  Birth Weight (BWT), Weaning Weight (WWT), Post Weaning Weight (PWWT), Post Weaning Weight Fat (PFAT), Post Weaning Weight Eye Muscle Depth 
(PEMD), and the Carcass Plus Index.

Whiteface Consignors are:  Number of Lambs Born (NLB%), Maternal Weaning Weight (Milk Wt.), Yearling Eye Muscle Depth (YEMD), Post Weaning Weight (PWWT), Yearling 
Weight (YWT), Yearling Fleece Weight (YFW), Yearling Fiber Diameter (YFD), Yearling Staple Length (YSL) and the US Western Range Index (Range Index).

Blackface and Whiteface Consignor EBV’s should not be compared against each other as they are breed specific!

Birth Weight (BWT) estimates direct genetic effects on weight at birth. Positive selection on Birth Weight EBV is anticipated to increase birth weight and have correlated positive 
effects on early lamb survival, especially in twins and triplets. Negative selection on Birth Weight EBV is anticipated to reduce birth weight and lambing difficulty associated with 
oversized lambs, especially in singles.

Weaning Weight (WWT)  provides an estimate of preweaning growth potential and will likely receive positive selection emphasis in most flocks. In extensively managed flocks 
with weaning at 90 to 150 days, the Weaning Weight EBV is commonly estimated from preweaning weights taken at 45 to 90 days of age.

Postweaning Weight (PWWT) combines information on preweaning and postweaning growth to predict genetic merit for postweaning weight at 120 days.   Positive selection on 
Postweaning Weight EBV is expected to favor rapid growth to typical market ages.

Post Weaning Weight Fat (PFAT) is an indicator of genetic differences in carcass fatness between the 12th and 13th ribs. It is derived from ultrasonic measurements of fat depth 
in live animals and adjusted to standard postweaning weight of 110 lb (55 kg) for Terminal and Maternal Wool breeds and a standard yearling weight of 187 lb (85 kg) for Western 
Range breeds. Animals with negative Fat Depth EBV are expected to produce leaner progeny with lower, more desirable Yield Grades and are generally desirable. 

Yearling Weight (YWT) estimates growth potential to 12 months of age.  Animals with high Yearling Weight EBV exhibit sustained postweaning growth, but ewe lambs with high 
Yearling Weight EBV are anticipated to have heavier adult body weights and greater maintenance requirements.

Yearling Eye Muscle Depth (YEMD) is an indicator of genetic differences in muscling. It is derived from ultrasonic measurements of loin muscle depth between the 12th and 13th 
ribs in live animals and adjusted to standard postweaning weight of 110 lb (55 kg) for Terminal and Maternal Wool breeds and a standard yearling weight of 187 lb (85 kg) for 
Western Range breeds. Animals with positive Loin Eye Muscle Depth EBV are expected to produce offspring with larger loin eyes and are generally desirable.  *Applies to Post 
Weaning Weight Eye Muscle Depth (PEMD) as well.

Number of Lambs Born (NLB %) expresses the genetic potential for prolificacy and is reported in a percentage (%). If a ram has 26% NLB EBV, he should sire daughters that will 
have 26%  more lambs than the average or if he sires 100 daughters, they will drop 26 more lambs compared to average.

Maternal Weaning Weight (Milk Wt.) estimates genetic merit for mothering ability and mainly reflects differences in ewe milk production. Selecting for high MWWT is expected 
to increase milk production and overall mothering ability of ewes which will reflect in increased pounds of lamb weaned.

Yearling Fleece Weight (YFW) is based on greasy fleece weights and estimate the animal’s genetic potential for wool production. Fleece weights are stored and analyzed in 
kilograms. However, because of the limited range in resulting EBV and potentially large effects of environment, management, and sex on yearling fleece weight, the GFW EBV is 
reported as a percentage of the mean fleece weight. A GFW EBV of +10 thus indicates that the animal is expected to produce fleeces that are 10% heavier than average.

Yearling Fiber Diameter (YFD) estimates genetic merit for fleece quality.  Animals with finer, more desirable fleeces have negative fiber diameter EBV, so negative EBV are favored 
for this trait.

Yearling Staple Length (YSL) estimates genetic potential for length of the wool fiber.  Positive selection emphasis on Staple length EBV is recommended in flocks that receive 
premiums for long-staple fleeces or have experienced discounts for fleeces with excessively short staples

Carcass Plus Index was developed in Australia to improve carcass value in Australian markets. Carcass Plus EBV are calculated as: 

Carcass Plus Index = 100 + (2.33 × WWT EBV + 3.50 × PWWT EBV + 11.40 × PEMD EBV – 4.07 × PFAT EBV)

Even though developed for Australian markets, Carcass Plus Index scores provide a reasonable assessment of value for Terminal Sire types in the USA.

US Western Range Index (Range Index) was developed by NSIP to improve profitability in Targhee range flocks and is generally applicable to extensively managed Western range 
flocks with positive emphasis on both lamb and wool production. EBV for the Western Range Index are estimated from Postweaning Weight (PWWT), Maternal Weaning Weight 
(MWWT), Yearling Weight (YWT), Yearling Fleece Weight (YGFW), Yearling Fiber Diameter (YFD), and Number of Lambs Born (NLB) EBV as: 

US Range Index = 100 + (2.20 × PWWT EBV + 0.57 × MWWT EBV − 0.57 × YWT EBV + 0.14 × YGFW EBV − 0.47 × YFD EBV + 36 × NLB EBV)

This index places major positive weight on early growth and ewe prolificacy and modest positive weight on increasing ewe maternal ability, increasing fleece weight, and reducing 
fiber diameter. Negative emphasis on yearling weight EBV is designed to limit increases in adult ewe weight but, because of the large positive correlation between Weaning 
Weight and Yearling Weight EBV, is not expected to actually reduce yearling weights. The Number of Lambs Born EBV is used in preference to the Number of Lambs Weaned EBV 
because of potential bias in Number of Lambs Weaned EBV from predation in Western range flocks.

a CloSEr look at EBV’Sa CloSEr look at EBV’S
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We’re glad you could join us in Miles City (or online!) for the 
Montana Ram and Ewe Sales this year.  Our MWGA member-
consignors have been working hard to get all their data 
collected, sorting through their rams and making plans for 
sale week all year long.  They already have dozens of hours 
into collecting data and caring for their 2022 consignments.    

Rams and ewes arrive on the grounds Monday and Tuesday.  
Each ram and ewe sold on-site is individually inspected by 
the sale veterinarian.  After the sheep are settled in, the fun 
begins.  Read about all the happenings Wednesday on the 
Ewe Sale page on page 13!

On Thursday morning, the coffee and 
donuts will greet buyers as they come to look 
at the ram offering. 285 bucks will be offered 
at the 98th AnnualMontana Ram Sale.  This 
sale provides data including: scrapie codon, 
NSIP data, production records, ribeye scans, 
wool micron, and more! Visit with consignors 
to get your questions answered and find a 
ram that fits your flock.  There are several 
breeds available from our 24 consignors.  

Blackface bucks will be offered in single 
pens.  Whiteface breed rams will be offered 
in single lots, and pens of two.  Remember, 
the bidding is twice the money on the pens of 
two.  That means if you bid $1,000, you’re in 
on the pen for $2,000 total.  You will see the 
double lots listed as A and B in the catalog.  
For example, Lot 126A and Lot 126B are a pen 
of 2.  They will sell together. 

A lamb lunch willl be served from 11AM ($10/
plate) until the food is gone.  American Leg-
of-lamb sourced from the local community 
will be the spotlight of the meal-with sides 
prepared by Reynolds market, and beverages 
from Blue Rock. 

The sale will kick-off at noon sharp.  If 
you’re unable to join in-person, register 
to watch and bid online for both sales at 
FrontierLiveSale.com.  The sales will be 
streamed live.  You can also call in your bid 
on the phone.  Please line-up transportation 
if you are planning to buy online.   

The Ram and Ewe sale catalogs will be LIVE online, 
September 1.  Find the link at mtsheep.org, or Frontier 
Productions website, https://frontierlivesale.com/.  

Let’s have a great sale!  Thank you for being here!

PURCHASED BUCKS MAY BE LOADED OUT DURING 
THE RAM SALE, AFTER THE SALE, OR FRIDAY MORNING 
BEFORE 10 AM.  PLEASE SEE SALE TERMS ON PAGE 8.  
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