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Kevin Halverson (Shirley)
137 Lower Deer Creek Road
Big Timber, MT 59011
(406) 932-6600
kdh@mtintouch.net
Vice President
Ken McKamey (Phyllis)
1909 Millegan Road
Great Falls, MT 59405
(406) 866-3471
kpmck.mt@gmail.com
Directors
Mike Hollenbeck (Eva)
4950 Austrian Pine Dr.
Billings, MT 59106
(406) 669-3179 Ranch
(406) 425-1525 Cell
mike.c.hollenbeck@gmail.com
Dana Penrod (Marty)
51 Perkins Lane
Miles City, MT 59301
(406) 234-2648
heartlazyp@midrivers.com
Duane Talcott (Debbie)
P.O. Box 255
Hammond, MT 59332
(406) 427-5482
debtalcott@yahoo.com

Sam Ortmann (Nancy)
4169 Road 1081
Wolf Point, MT 59201
(406) 392-5356
mtwool@nemontel.net
Ben Lehfeldt (Jamie)
PO Box 195
Lavina, MT 59046
(406) 321-1097
ben_lehfeldt@hotmail.com
Mike Green (Thelma)
PO Box 64
Cohagen, MT 59322
(406) 557-6142 Home
(406) 977-6142 Cell
mtgreen@midrivers.com
Dave Scott (Jenny)
680 Hwy 55
Whitehall, MT 59759
(406) 287-3886 Home
(406) 490-7596 Cell
daves@ncat.org
Honorary Presidents
Lawrence Capra
Joe Helle
Vern Keller
Bill Lehfeldt
John Paugh

Important Numbers
Montana State University Wool Lab
Devon Ragen
(406) 994-2100
Board of Livestock Sheep Rep.
John Lehfeldt
(406) 636-4212
American Sheep Industry Assn. (ASI)
(303) 771-3500
Scrapie Tag Ordering Information
(866) 873-2824
Online Sheep Transportation Permits
http://app.mt.gov/sheep
Governor Steve Bullock
(406) 444-3111

Senator Jon Tester
(202) 224-2644
Senator Steve Daines
(202) 224-2651
Representative Greg Gianforte
(202) 225-3211

MWGA Dues

Dues to the Montana Wool Growers Association are $20 per membership plus $.06 per pound of wool (or $.60 per sheep). The
$20 covers the cost of the Montana Wool Grower Magazine, membership in the American Sheep Industry Association (ASI) and
the ASI Newsletter that each member receives. The additional six cents per pound is what the Association operates on as it
works to improve the opportunities for raising sheep and wool in Montana.

About the Cover:
Participants of the 2018 MSU Sheep Shearing School held at Red Bluff Research Facilities.
Deadline for the Summer Issue will be May 15, 2018
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Wool Pools and Buyers Operating In Montana
NE Montana Pool
Plentywood
Colleen Buck
(406) 765-3406

Front Range Pool
Conrad
Luanne Wallewein
(406) 937-2775

McCone Pool
Circle
Tandi Kassner
(406) 485-2605

Sweetgrass/Stillwater
Big Timber
Mark King
(406) 932-5146

MonDak Pool
Wibaux
Danielle Harper
(406)796-2486

Upper Mushellshell
Harlowton
Stacey Grove
(406) 473-2244

Bruce Smith
(406) 377-4277

Beaverhead/Madison/
Jefferson
Dillon
J P Tanner
(406) 683-3785

Lower Yellowstone Pool
Sidney
Tim Fine
(406) 433-1206

Western Pool
Polson
Jan Tusick
(406) 883-4093

Highline Pool
Malta
Marko Manoukian
(406) 684-2543

Snowy Mountain Pool
Lewistown
Melanie Foran
(406) 366-1907
Granite/Powell Pool
Drummond
Barbara Weaver
(406) 288-3282

May 5th, 2018
Ram Sale Requests Due
May 10th, 2018
NE Montana Wool Pool Collection
Lower Yellowstone Wool Pool
Plentywood 8:00am
Sidney 2:00pm

Wool Buyers
Great Plains Wool Co.
Bruce Barker
(307) 674-4504

May 11th, 2018
Mon-Dak Wool Pool Collection
Wibaux, 8:00am

Center of the Nation
Belle Fourche
Larry Prager
(605) 892-6311
Billings
Scott Lammers
(406) 245-9112

Glasgow Stockyards, Inc.
Glasgow, MT
(406) 228-9306
www.glasgowstockyards.com

Western Livestock Auction
Great Falls, MT
(406) 727-5400
www.westernlivestockmontana.com

Headwaters Livestock Auction
Three Forks, MT
(406) 285-0502
www.headwaterslivestock.com

Sidney Livestock Market Center
Sidney, MT
(406) 482-3513
www.sidneylivestock.com

Lewistown Livestock Auction
Lewistown, MT
(406) 538-3471
www.lewistownlivestock.com

Bowman Auction Market
Bowman, ND
(701) 523-5922
www.bowmanauctionmarket.com

Public Auction Yards
Billings, MT
www.publicauctionyards.com
(406) 245-6447

St. Onge Livestock
Newell, SD
(605) 642-2200
www.stongelivestock.com

$30 for 1/8 page
$55 for 1/4 page
$100 for 1/2 page
$175 for full page

March 6th, 2018
Eastern MT Sheep Seminar
Sidney, MT

Garfield County Pool
Jordan
Jerry Hensleigh
(406) 557-2839

Auction Markets

Advertising Rates

Save the Date

March 4-8th, 2018
ASI Spring Fly-In
Washington, DC

May 12th, 2018
Hi Line Wool Pool Collection
Malta, 7:00am
May 14th, 2018
Front Range Wool Pool Collection
Choteau, 8:00am
July 12-14th, 2018
USTSA National Show & Sale
Miles City, MT
August 1, 2018
Ewe Sale Entries Due
August 16, 2018
Lamb Jam
Helena, MT
August 25th, 2018
MT Columbia Sheep Show & Sale
Lewistown, MT
September 12th, 2018
5th Annual MT Ewe Sale
Miles City, MT
September 13th, 2018
93rd Annual MT Ram Sale
Miles City, MT
November 29-December 1, 2018
135th Annual MWGA Convention
Billings, MT

For Subscription or Advertising:

Write, email, or call Jesse Thompson at
mtwga@outlook.com or (406) 442-1330.
The MWGA newsletter is printed
quarterly with additional issues
published as needed. Special rates available
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Please Submit Calendar Items to
mtwga@outlook.com

A Message from the President
Hello fellow sheep producers,
My wife Shirley, son Ron and I run a cow/calf and sheep operation near Big Timber. I’m
a fourth generation sheep producer in Sweet Grass County and the fifth and sixth are on the
ranch ready to take over.
We do some weed control during the spring and summer months so we use a herder
that we get through the H2A Program. Winter started early here and we’ve had above average snowfall this year. I’m not sure my hay pile will last until green grass!. If the weather
pattern stays the same, we should have a good grass year.
At the 134th Annual MWGA Convention held in Billings in December we had two new
directors elected to the board, Dave Scott out of Whitehall and Mike Green out of Cohagen.
Mike was on the board several years ago so he comes ready with a lot of experience. Both will
do a fine job and we are glad they on the board. Mike Hollenbeck was also re-elected to his
position on the board and we are lucky to have him. If you have any concerns or suggestions
contact one of them or any other board member, or me. I would like to thank Dave McEwen
for all the time and effort he put in these last two years serving as your President.
We’ve just returned from the ASI Convention in San Antonio. Wool prices have dipped
the last two weeks but are still above last year. Lamb prices are good right now and fairly current in the feed yards. We just have to learn how to have a constant supply year around.
We will fly in to D.C. the first week in March to meet with all of Montana’s Congressional delegates and Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke. If anyone has a topic they want discussed, please get a hold of a board member. Montana made strong showing last year and we
have a great group of people going again this year to work for you in Washington.
Applications for the MSU Sheep Extension Specialist position were due the 1st of February. Hopefully by early spring we will have a sheep extension specialist in place.
Lets hope for an early spring and good grass year and no fires! If anybody has any concerns or suggestions call me even if it is just to BS.
Happy lambing,
Kevin Halverson
MWGA President
(Pictured Right) It was information overload for producers at the North Central Montana Sheep Seminar in Conrad in December. Every presentation focused on putting money in producers pockets and even the most seasoned sheep herder learned a
thing or two. Special thanks go out to Dr. Lisa Surber, Wool Council, Dr. Tom Murphy and Dr. Megan VanEmon of MSU, Dave
Scott of NCAT, Will Rambo of Hubbard Feeds, Wesley Sarmento of MT FWP, and Mike Hoggan and Kurt Miedtke of Wildlife
Services as well as numerous MSU Extension Agents.
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MWGA Legislative Update
Jim Brown, Public Affairs Director
Happy new year! it’s hard to believe that, at the time I
write this, we are already a month into 2018.
As I consider the coming year and what is in store, I am
filled with gratitude for what this past year, 2017, gave to
me and what 2018 will surely bring to me. That is, I am
grateful for being so fortunate to work with and for a
great group of Montanans, namely Montana’s sheep and
wool producers.
Every day I walk through the doors of my law office, I am
inspired anew by Montana’s agriculture producers and
Montana’s agriculture industry. And, as we move deeper
into this new year, the MWGA is carried forward by its
rich history and by the great care and service provided by
its members and associate members to their customers
and to their communities. And, as such, I am excited to
continuing working side-by-side in 2018 with the MWGA
board of directors, its officers, and the team of persons
who are as excited and passionate about promoting
Montana’s agriculture industry as I am.

In December, the Association drafted a letter to Montana’s congressional delegation setting forth the Association’s thoughts on and priorities for the Dubois Sheep
Station. The letter was co-signed by several of our agriculture industry partners, including the American Sheep
Industry, the Public Lands Council, and the Montana
Farm Bureau. The letter was sent in response to the National Wild Sheep Foundation and other self-styled conservation groups recommending to Congress that the
Dubois Sheep Station be closed to domestic sheep research and be revamped to engage in wildlife research
only. Needless to say, the MWGA strongly opposes any
effort, including this one, to repurpose the Station. A
copy of the just-referenced letter is available for review
on the MWGA webpage.

Also, in early November, MWGA President Kevin Halverson, Dave McEwen and I met with Martha Williams, the
Director of MT FWP. The purpose of the meeting was
two-fold. First, the meeting represented the first opportunity for the MWGA to meet personally with the new
Although 2017 has wound down, that does not mean
FWP Director. Second, MWGA took this meeting opporthings have slowed down for the Association. In late
tunity to speak to Director Williams about the grizzly
November, immediate past president Dave McEwen and bear management problems accruing throughout MonI met in Helena with representatives from the Montana tana, but namely along the Rocky Mountain Front.
Wild Sheep Foundation to discuss bighorn sheep manMWGA explained that landowner tolerance of Monagement in Montana and areas where our two associatana’s expanding grizzly bear population was dropping
tions can work together collaboratively to promote the due to the failure of MT FWP bear personnel to listen to
health of both species. During this meeting, we also en- and act upon landowner concerns.
gaged in discussions related to the Dubois Sheep Station
In addition, MWGA communicated to Director Williams
and the mission of the same. The wild sheep foundation
that, with the pending lawsuits filed in federal court chalwould like to see the sheep station engage in more relenging the 2017 delisting of the Yellowstone Bear Popusearch related to domestic sheep-bighorn sheep range
lation, MT FWP may want to be prepared to implement
interaction and would like to have the sheep station
more flexible management techniques as was done for
open its allotments located in the centennial mountains
the wolf should the bear, once again, be placed under
to public hunting. Thought MWGA does not exactly see
the protections of the Endangered Species Act. Along
eye-to-eye with the Wild Sheep Foundation on these isthis line, due to MT FWP’s concerns about the challenge
sues, the MWGA believes this type of collaborative disto the delisting decision, the Department has decided
cussion with the Wild Sheep Foundation and with other
not to prepare for or recommend a 2018 grizzly bear
wildlife interest groups will be productive for the domeshunting season, unlike Wyoming.
tic sheep industry over the long term.
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MWGA Legislative Update
Jim Brown, Public Affairs Director

James Brown Law Firm,

In January and again in February, MWGA met with the
members of the Montana Legislature’s economic affairs
interim committee in Bozeman to discuss the status and
future of the Wool Lab. The interim committee is in the
midst of conducting a study on the various labs located
on or around the MSU-Bozeman campus. The primary
consideration for the legislative committee as part of
this study is the diagnostics lab and how to make that
facility economically stable. Our discussions with the
legislative committee indicates that the Wool Lab continues to receive strong support from our elected officials.

PLLC

In March, MWGA will travel to Washington D.C. to participate in ASI’s annual D.C. Policy Summit. I am
pleased to write that during the summit, MWGA has
arranged to meet with Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke.
During our meeting with, MWGA will raise, among other
issues, the following policy considerations with our
friend, the Secretary: (1) eliminating BLM Policy 1730 –
which such guideline asserts absolutely that bighorn
sheep and domestic sheep cannot co-exist on the open
range and (2) revising and correcting the Clinton Administration’s range reform of 1994, which was a 224-page
draft plan to ratchet down grazing on public lands administered by the BLM.

Attorney At Law
Meeting your needs in the following areas of
practice, including lobbying and
public affairs on behalf of the
Montana Wool Growers Association.

Water Law
Natural Resource Development
Energy Law
Wind Development
Business Law & Litigation

The issues and meetings discussed above are only some
of the matters that the Association has been involved
with on a public policy level. As you can see, the Association does its best to maximize your dues dollar while
making the greatest impact it can on policy making.

Grazing Rights Protection
Insurance Coverage
Real Estate
Tax Law
Wills, Estate Planning, & Probate

I hope you enjoy this edition of the Woolgrower; and,
again, on behalf of the MWGA Board and myself, happy
new year. We hope that 2018 will be the best year yet
for you. We also trust you will keep that new year’s resolution you made, which only an estimated 8% of Americans will. We know that we here at the MWGA will
keep to our resolution, which is to continue faithfully
serving Montana’s sheep industry as the Association
has done since 1883.

Zoning & Land Use

30 S. Ewing, STE 100
Helena, MT 59601
406-449-7444

Jim Brown, MWGA Policy Director
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MWGA ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

Please support the Businesses Supporting Our Industry
Rachel Frost-Livingston, MT
Hawkins Veterinary Service-Dillon, MT
Hinnaland Trucking Inc.-Circle, MT
Holiday Inn Express-Miles City, MT
Insurance Store, Inc.-Baker, MT
Jim Hoover-Columbus, MT
Judish Spraying Service-Conrad, MT
Justin Martinell-Dell, Mt
Roger King-Augusta, MT
Kopren Sheep Shearing-Bison, SD
Rodney Kott-Bozeman, MT
Arville & Elaine Lammers-Shawmut, MT
Lazy AM Ranch, Inc.-Richey, MT
Lewistown Honda-Lewistown, MT
Marias River Livestock Association
Miles City Veterinary Service-Miles City, MT
Matador Ranch, Fred Itcaina-Malta, MT
Babe McDonald-Miles City, MT
Don McKamey-Great Falls, MT
Mills Auction Service-Boyes, MT
Lucille Molinari-Hamilton, MT
Montana Farm Bureau Federation-Bozeman, MT
Montana Trappers Assn.-Ovando, MT
Jim Moore-Stanford, MT
North Valley Grazing District-Glasgow, MT
Phalen Ranch Company-Ismay, MT
Pioneer Insurance Agency,-Fort Benton, MT
Q’s Quality Wood Work-Huson, MT
Steadman Hardware-Miles City, MT
Stuart & Virginia Reynolds-Havre, MT
Reynolds Market-Miles City, MT
Selle Livestock-Billings, MT
Shobe Auction & Realty-Lewistown, MT
Snowy Mountain Motors-Lewistown, MT
Stockman Bank-Billings & Miles City, MT
Lisa Surber-Bozeman, MT
Tradewinds Shopper-Jordan, MT
Torgerson’s, LLC-Lewistown, MT
Maurice Tunby-Baker, MT
Rolph Tunby-Plevna, MT
Waterland Shearing-Alzada, MT
Watts and Associates-Billings, MT
Westfeeds, Inc.-Billings/Miles City, MT
JH Construction-Dillon, MT
Careless Creek Ranch, Leon Lammers-Judith Gap, MT

Gold Level
Bank of Baker-Baker, MT
Big Dry Angus-Jordan, MT
Center of the Nation Wool-Belle Fourche, SD
& Billings, MT
Custom Ag Solutions, Crowley, WY
Great Plains Wool Company-Bighorn, WY
Jack and Kathryn McRae-Jordan, MT
Montana Targhee Association
Miles City Chamber of Commerce, Miles City, MT
Public Auction Yards-Billings, MT
Stockman Bank-Miles City, MT
Frontline Ag Solutions, MT
Western Ranch Supply-Billings, MT
Silver Level
Lextron, Inc.-Billings, MT
Bison Bar-Miles City, MT
First Interstate Bank-Miles City, MT
Hilary Gietzen Shearing-Minot, ND
Garfield County Bank-Jordan, MT
Babe McDonald-Cohagen, MT
Marcha Labs-Terry, MT
McWilliams Shearing & Supplies-Miles City, MT
Montana Livestock Ag Credit-Helena, MT
Miles City Livestock Commission-Miles City, MT
Northwest Farm Credit-Billings, MT
Nickels Gaming, Bob Gilbert-Helena, MT
Hipolito Sanchez-Lancaster, MO
Schuldt Services-Chinook, MT
Bronze Level
Anderson & Zurmuehlen & Co.-Helena, MT
Bank of the Rockies-White Sulfur Springs, MT
Brockway Supper Club, Brockway, MT
Cayuse Livestock Co.-Melville, MT
Citizens Bank & Trust Co.-Big Timber, MT
Comfort Inn-Miles City, MT
Debby Cornwell-Glasgow, MT
Curtis Farm and AutoCarquest-Circle, Plentywood, Scobey, Wolfpoint
Duane Sparks Chevrolet, Inc-Lewistown, MT
Gene Surber and Associates-Belgrade, MT
Gordon & Marilyn Darlinton-Three Forks, MT
Farm Credit Services-Miles City, MT
Farmers Elevator-Circle, MT
First Interstate Bank-Billings, MT
First State Bank-Malta, MT
Fleet Supply-Lewistown, MT
Fred Wacker Agency-Miles City, MT
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SAVE THE DATE AND ENTER EARLY
*****5th ANNUAL EWE SALE, SEPTEMBER 12, 2018*****
MONTANA WOOLGROWERS ASSOCIATION COMMERCIAL EWE SALE ENTRY FORM
March 1, 2018 begin taking entries

ALL ENTRIES AND ENTRY FEES due August 1, 2018
Make check payable to Montana Woolgrowers Association
Please return entry form and fees to: Cheryl Schuldt; 2705 Sudlow; Miles City, MT 59301
Questions/More Information call 406-945-0404 or email cherylschuldt@hotmail.com

Name ________________________________________________________________________
Phone, Home________________________

Phone, Cell _______________________________

Email address __________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________________
Breed _________________________________________

Age _________________________

**On-site consignors are limited to 2 entries/lot size and a maximum of 5 total lots**

Lot Size
5 head (mutton breed only)
10 head
20 head
100 head
Semi Load, min 300 head
Total Entry Fees

# Lots Consigned

Total Head

Entry Fee/Head
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00

Total
$
$
$
$
$
$

The above sheep are mortgaged to _________________________________________________
Mortgage holder mailing address __________________________________________________
(If not mortgaged write “None.” DO NOT LEAVE BLANK, we will not accept entries if left blank.)

Please designate the name of person or entity the check is to be made payable to
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________

__________________________________

(Signature)

(Date)
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Press Release from the National Agricultural Statistics Service-Sheep & Lamb Losses
Montana sheep and lamb producers lost 41,000 animals to weather, predators, disease and other causes during 2017, representing a total
value of $6.76 million, according to a survey conducted by USDA, National Agricultural Statistics Service, Mountain Regional Field Office. This
study was undertaken at the request of the Montana Wool Growers Association who also provided funding. The total number of sheep and
lambs lost was 3,000 head less than last year, and the total value of inventory lost was 14 percent less than a year ago. The January 1, 2017
inventory was 230,000 head. The lamb crop for 2017 was 190,000 head. Lambs lost before docking during 2017 was 14,000 head. Sheep and
lamb deaths for 2017 amounted to 9.4 percent of the 2017 sheep and lamb supply (inventory plus lamb crop plus lambs lost before docking,
434,000 head).
The number of sheep and lambs lost to all predators totaled 20,000 head, up 3,200 head from last year. Lamb losses by all predators
amounted to 16,000 head, up 13 percent from last year. The number of sheep lost to all predators totaled 4,000 head, up 1,400 head from a
year ago. Predators caused an estimated $3.22 million in losses in 2017, up 11 percent from the previous year. Losses due to predators
amounted to 5 percent of the 2017 sheep and lamb supply and 49 percent of all sheep and lamb deaths. Coyotes remained the largest predator for both sheep and lambs. Coyotes accounted for 77 percent of the predator caused losses and 38 percent of all death losses in the state.
The value of losses attributed to coyotes was $2.48 million.
The total value of non-predatory losses was $3.54 million in 2017, compared with $4.92 million in 2016. Non-predatory losses accounted for 51
percent of all losses. The largest non-predatory cause of losses was due to weather conditions at 6,300 head. Sheep lost to non-predatory
factors totaled 7,000 head, down 17 percent from 2016. Non-predatory lamb losses came in at 14,000 head, 4,800 head less than a year ago.
Lambs lost to all unknown causes totaled 2,300 head, compared with 5,100 head last year. Unknown causes claimed 1,600 sheep, down 800
head from last year.
The sheep and lamb survey utilized multi-frame sampling procedures. The survey involved drawing a random sample from a list of livestock
producers maintained by the USDA, National Agricultural Statistics Service, Montana Field Office. In addition, sheep producers living in a
selected sample of area segments were interviewed. This procedure assures complete coverage of sheep producers by accounting for
ranchers/farmers who may not be on the list. Sheep and lamb loss estimates published by the USDA include sheep losses for the entire year,
but include only those lamb losses that occur after docking. This special report also includes an estimate of lambs lost before docking. For
more information, please contact Eric Sommer at (800) 835-2612.
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Good luck with shearing and
lambing seasons!
Reliable Market Information - Two Full Service Warehouses - Year-Round Marketing Opportunities

Scott Lammers

Larry Prager

Billings, Montana

Belle Fourche, SD

(406) 245-9112

(800) 528-2057
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Superior Farms Secures USDA Approval for Industry’s First
Camera Grading Technology
Superior Farms Continues to Invest in the US Lamb Industry by Providing Electronic Grading
to Benefit Producers and Consumers
February 5th, 2018 (Sacramento, CA) – Superior Farms, North America’s largest lamb processor, announced that it has received
approval from the USDA to begin grading carcasses with the VSS2000 System camera (Electronic Grading), the first digital
camera to be approved for use in the US lamb industry. The new digital camera was installed in October 2015, and Superior
Farms has worked hand-in-hand with the USDA to secure approval since then.
Rick Stott, President and CEO of Superior Farms said of the launch; “Our team worked closely with the USDA for two years
validating the camera’s algorithms to assure accurate full carcass measurements of both yield and quality grades. Combining
Electronic Grading with our Producer Portal will allow unprecedented access to carcass information by our producer partners
that will allow every segment of our industry to continue to produce a better product.”
This Electronic Grading system will provide Superior Farms producers detailed meat information about their lambs. “We will
now be able to share this detailed information with our producer partners through our Producer Portal. This information includes the USDA Yield Grade and Quality Grade, as well as the Ovine Cutability Calculation (OCC), the primal weights (leg, loin,
shoulder, rack, breast, trotters, and neck) and two digital images of each lamb carcass processed,” said Lesa Eidman, Director
of Producer Resources and Sustainability for Superior Farms.
“This technology will provide our producers unprecedented amount of information about the meat and carcass characteristics
of their lambs. Ultimately, producers will be able to make genetic and production changes to provide US lamb customers with
the highest quality, most consistent product we can deliver,” added Eidman.
The next steps are to, first, pair this information with the Electronic Identification (EID) tags so that producers can see the data
on an individual lamb basis. Second, to implement the technology in Superior Farms’ Denver facility.
“Now that we have received approval from the USDA for the camera grading, we can begin implementing the technology in
our Denver facility,” Stott noted. “We look forward to working with the USDA to expedite the approval process so that both
of our facilities have this state of the art technology.” The USDA grader will remain onsite to verify that the technology remains accurate and in-line with the USDA grading standards.
The American Lamb Board has been a vital participant in bringing this development to fruition. Most importantly, the board
funded electronic grading research conducted by The Center for Meat Safety and Quality, Department of Animal Sciences, Colorado State University. In their study titled “Industry Implications and Economics of Implementation of Lamb Instrument
Grading,” The CSU found overwhelming evidence of the value of the camera technology and concluded: “… unprecedented
information about lamb carcass composition and value will be collected and available. True production management decisions
can be made by U.S. sheep producers with conveyance of product attributes of harvested lambs.”
###
Founded in 1964 with headquarters in Sacramento, California, Superior Farms is
North America’s largest, and most sustainable, processor and marketer of lamb. The
company is the recognized leader in the retail and foodservice markets it serves,
providing products and services to customers throughout the United States, Canada,
and more than 10 countries. The company has approximately 400 employee-owners
at its nationwide network of facilities and offices. Superior Farms is an employeeowned company whose members take pride in their individual roles and contributions to the company’s success. The Superior Farms family of brands includes Superior Farms, www.superiorfarms.com; Cascade Creek, www.cascadecreeklamb.com;
Farmer’s Mark, www.farmersmark.com; Twitter: @eatlamb; Instagram:
@superiorfarms.
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MWGA Announces New Officers
The Montana Wool Growers Association (MWGA) is pleased to report its new officers and directors. The new directors
and officers were approved by MWGA’s membership during the Association’s 134th Annual Convention, which was held
in Billings on November 30th-December 2nd.
The weather was unusually nice this year which made travel to the convention easier than in years past. Participants at
the convention discussed a wide range of topics impacting Montana’s sheep and wool industry, including lambing barn
practices, ranch family business management and transition planning, sheep production and research developments,
economic ranch tools for sheep producers, grizzly bear delisting, ag safety, and wool outlook and trends.
American Sheep Industry President Mike Corn attended the convention and provided MWGA’s membership with an update on the national sheep industry and the issues that ASI has been working on. There was a great turnout for the
Speed Shear Competition and Calcutta with funds being raised for the MSU Sheep Shearing School and the Eastern MT
Fire Relief fund. The annual “Make It With Wool” Fashion Review and the “Mutton Busting” competition were held Saturday night at the banquet and provided convention goers with worthwhile entertainment to round out the event.
The MWGA also used the convention to recognize the important work provided by its members to Montana’s rural communities, and took the opportunity to introduce its membership to its newly elected President and board members.
Kevin Halverson of Big Timber, was elected to take the reins as President of the MWGA:
Halverson epitomizes MWGA’s mission of serving small Montana communities. He is a 4th generation sheep producer from Sweet Grass County. His family has run sheep there since 1883. Kevin, along with his wife, Shirley, run a
cow/calf and sheep operation. They utilize their sheep for weed control and also have an H2A herder. Halverson
is the past president of the Sweet Grass County Wool Marketing Association and part owner of Montana Natural
Lamb. The 5th and 6th generation are also on the ranch, helping run the place and keeping Grandma and Grandpa
busy.
MWGA is fortunate to have Halverson as a leader in the industry. Kevin takes pride in the association and looks forward
to promoting Montana’s sheep and wool products and advocating for its producer’s rights.
Halverson replaces Dave McEwen of Galata as President. McEwen served the sheep industry faithfully for the previous
two year period. Halverson had a few things to say in regards to Dave’s time spent on the board.
“The MWGA wants to thank Dave McEwen for the last two years as President of the organization. His tireless efforts
on wildlife issues concerning the bighorn sheep, grizzly bears, and wolves has allowed MWGA to have face to
face meetings with FWP to find common ground and work cooperatively to find practical solutions to different
issues.
Dave has also spent a lot of time working to keep a Sheep Extension Specialist in place and the Montana Wool Lab funded. He has done that by attending legislative hearings and having a good rapport with the MSU staff and MSU President
Waded Cruzado. His dedication to the sheep industry is unsurpassed and the board will still rely on his expertise. Thanks
Dave.”
Ken McKamey of Cascade was selected by the MWGA board members to assume the duties of the Vice President:
Ken is a 3rd generation sheep producer from Great Falls. Ken and his wife Phyllis, have three children, Tracy, Kendra
and Tadej. Ken and Phyllis along with Tracy and son in Law Simon run a cattle and sheep operation near Great
Falls on the Smith River. Ken served on the Cascade County Farm Bureau board for 15 years, 11 as secretarytreasurer and was a past president of the Foothills Livestock Association. He currently serves on the
board of the Smith River Habitat Project.
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Dave Scott of Whitehall is one of the newest members of the MWGA board representing District 1:
Dave is a first generation sheep producer in Whitehall. He and his wife, Jenny, run 200 Polypay ewes on intensively
grazed irrigated pasture. They market their lamb through their lamb company, Montana Highland Lamb, serving
restaurants, institutions, stores, and direct customers in SW Montana. Dave is an affiliate member of the American Consortium for Small Ruminant Parasite Control and works off the farm as a livestock specialist for the National Center for Appropriate Technology and its ATTRA Program.
Michael Green of Cohagen returns to the MWGA Board representing District 3.
Michael is a rancher from Garfield County. Following graduation from MSU in 1991, Michael and his wife Thelma
moved back to the family ranch at Cohagen. They raised sheep and cattle with his father Melvin and brother
Dennis, including selling Targhee rams at the Montana Ram Sale. They continue to ranch now with their two
sons Kendall and TJ. In addition to ranching, Michael is a local brand inspector, and a member of the Jordan
school board.
The Montana Wool Growers Association has faithfully served Montana’s sheep producers and community banks for over
one hundred and thirty years. MWGA gives our members the multi-level support they need to serve their local communities and to run successful sheep production operations. MWGA’s members are dedicated solely to meeting the nation’s
food and fiber needs, and to providing the foundation for Montana’s local businesses and families to prosper.

From the MT Ag Safety Program
With the start of this new year, it’s time to review or write your safety plan. In this article, the parts of the required plan will be laid out to help you review your plan or write one for the first time. There are 6 parts to the
plan. The first part is a general orientation to safety for your farm/ranch. It includes a statement of the safety expectations for employees or workers along with: following safety procedures and rules, accident reporting, emergency
procedures and phone number locations, work site hazards, first aid, and 4x4 and side-by-side operations and safety.
Customize your plan to your operation.
The second section that goes into your plans should include anything on job specific training for employees
and workers before they start the job or task. Here are some things to include: specific safety rules and procedures,
identifying employee/worker responsibilities, identification of all areas of work and procedures on completing every
task, and a walk-through before starting a task for the first time.
Part three of your plan for safety should include giving refresher training for your workers. Training should be
held annually and should include very job specific information and reviews. Any time something new is added such as
equipment or machinery, new procedures, or new policies, refresher training should be held. Document all of your
meetings and trainings and have employees date and sign the documentation.
The last part of your plan should include a self-inspection check list of your operation and facilities. You should
involve your workers and family to identify areas of concern and then make a plan to fix any deficiencies. Put up signs
to promote safety and plan for rewarding your workers for working safely. The final part of the plan should have copies of all policies, safety meetings, accidents, and safety reports placed on file. All records for workers comp policies
must be kept for 3 yrs. Please visit www.mtagrisafety.com and get the free materials from the “Safety” templates
section to help write your own plan. Remember—Safety Starts With You! Create a culture of safety in all of your activities. Get signed up for the MT Ag Safety Program and get a double refund when available on premiums paid into
Workers Compensation Insurance. Call (406) 860-6129 for more information.
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Wool Wanderings with Lisa
By Lisa Surber, PhD, American Sheep Industry Raw Wool Services
I’ve just returned from ASI’s annual convention in San Antonio, Texas. It was a convention full of current information from industry leaders, scientists, and sheep and wool professionals. I feel strongly that if you
aren’t invigorated and encouraged returning from a meeting such as this you are hanging with the wrong
crowd!
Convention Highlights on Wool. The American Sheep Industry Association has a new wool consultant on
board that brings a tremendous level of expertise on the technical side of wool, Roy Kettlewell. He shared
detailed information on the current wool industry from his perspective. In the US, there are still 180 companies in 39 states still processing and using wool. They are using old but well maintained equipment, however,
the expertise running the equipment are aging. This will be a challenge for our industry in the future. Nevertheless, there are some very bright areas that we, as an industry, can focus on and enhance in the years to
come. One of these is in the area of producing “non-woven” wool products. Some examples would be
felting or batting products – materials that don’t require any spinning, weaving, or knitting. There are numerous apparel and technical end uses and companies don’t know they can use American wool! ASI is working
to change that! Also, there is new research being conducted using the “mercerization” technique for shrink
treatment. Mercerization is a fiber smoothing process that can use the same equipment as the Super wash
system at Chargeurs. It gives fine fibers a more luxurious feel. Mercerized wool will have application in the
sock industry, for suiting, for base-layers, and even paint rollers. In the textile industry, wool blends are a hot
trend. Wool mixed with other fibers can add softness, strength and durability to apparel and upholsteries.
New wool knitted footwear companies like Allbirds and Giesswein use this technology. There are so many
new and exciting applications of wool in the textile industry!
Wool Education Efforts. ASI and its wool quality program continue to work on animal welfare/care issues.
Here are a few highlights from this past year...A new edition of ASI's Sheep Care guide was launched this fall.
First released in 1996, the Sheep Care Guide was developed to serve as a reference for the sheep producer
using a variety of management and production systems. This edition strengthened the animal welfare component to support ASI's ever present message that we use best practices and the humane care of sheep is
our primary concern. It includes a more detailed section on wool sheep care and shearing. It is available for
purchase through ASI office and also is available in a printable version online. Part of my role with ASI is to
address wool sheep animal welfare issues. We are currently focusing on a Responsible Wool Production Initiative. We are working on a technical paper that will be used as the backbone for ASI educational material.
We will be creating a learning module to serve as a self-audit program for producers to complete. Our goal is
to demonstrate that ASI and its members are proactive in the care of their sheep. Being proactive will ensure
our customers and textile brands that we are producing wool in the most ethical manner possible. Shearers
are a critical part of this process - remember low stress = improved animal performance, especially during the
shearing process. Activist groups continue to attack the sheep and wool industry. We must be very mindful
of this fact in the shearing process. Use best practices and always know who is at the shearing site!
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Wool Wanderings with Lisa (Continued from Pg 18)
By Lisa Surber, PhD, American Sheep Industry Raw Wool Services
ASI continues to support for shearing and classing/handling programs. In the fall of 2017, ASI released a new
edition of the Sheep Shearing Manual. We updated content and photos. The manual is provided free of
charge for schools that are at least 3 days in length and that follow a curriculum that includes a dedicated
discussion of animal handling and animal welfare. In 2017, wool classing schools were conducted in Texas,
Washington, California, & North Dakota where 42 students were trained to be Level 1 classers. Participants
included sheep and wool producers, fiber enthusiasts, and wool handlers interested in obtaining classing certification. A new Wool Classing Manual was created in fall of 2017. This new manual is more user friendly
and condensed. We are still looking for guidance on how to address the need for qualified wool classers that
are willing to travel and work with shearing crews. Also, we need to reexamine the system advancing classers through the levels given they are in a farm flock setting. ASI revised the curriculum of ASI wool handling
schools in 2017. There is a large interest in wool handling schools in Midwest and eastern parts of the US.
Schools was held in Vermont (June 2017) where 16 students completed the 2 day course. Classing schools
are scheduled for Utah (February), California (May), Kansas (tentative; October), Wisconsin (tentative; November), and North Dakota (November). Handling schools are scheduled for Virginia (April 2018), Iowa (June
2018), and Wisconsin (September 2018)
Wool Market Update and Spring Outlook. Wool is still a steady trend at the Outdoor Retailer show held in
Denver this past month. There is increased interest in wool shoes and socks, next to skin fabrics that are
shrink-resistant wool blends. There are roughly 20 apparel companies marketing wool knitwear products in
the market place. Also, anyone who frequents Cabela’s would attest to the increase wool sock options down
their isles. Along with amplified retail interest in wool, the outlook for grease wool prices look very favorable
for 2018. We have already see large improvement of fine wool prices and a slight improvement in coarser
wools already in 2018. Buyers also predict a larger spread between micron ranges 21-24 than we have seen
in last five years. What does this mean for sheep producers and shearing crews? There will be a larger focus
on wool preparation and classing. Be vigilant on removing potential contamination from poly, black fibers
and hair. Bellies do not belong with top knots, crutchings, or floor sweepings. Bellies have more value and
should be in a separate line. Tags with heavy manure should be disposed of and do not belong in a wool bag.
Please let me know if you need a copy of the Code of Practice or certified wool clip paper work. The Code of
Practice outlines steps of wool preparation, packaging and labeling of bags. ASI’s certified wool clip declaration can be a marketing tool to demonstrate proper wool preparation standards. Wool buyers appreciate the
hard work you put into wool preparation, pressing and labeling to make nice bags. It shows who cares and
takes pride in their wool clip. Make your wool preparation and animal care goals clear with your shearing
crew. It’s your wool clip…make the most of it!
I think we have a lot to be excited about in the wool business in 2018! Best of luck for the upcoming shearing
and lambing season! Please contact me with comments, questions, or concerns at lisa@sheepusa.org
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New Wool Lab Manager Hired ~ Meet Devon Ragen
Hello fellow sheep and wool lovers!
I would like to introduce myself, Devon Ragen, as the recently
hired Montana Wool Lab manager. While I am new to this position, I am not new to Montana State University. I completed
my Bachelor’s and Master’s degree at MSU in Animal and
Range Science and have been working in the ARNR department as a Research Associate for the past 6 years. During my
employment, I have had the opportunity to teach the Sheep
Management and Sheep Practicum courses. I have also been a
part of sheep research focusing on neonatal lamb mortality,
mineral supplementation, flushing, swath grazing, supplementation of expired human foodstuffs, managing dense cheatgrass infestations on rangeland and, most recently, integrating sheep into farming systems.
My husband and I raised a small flock of Targhees and Rambouillets in Bozeman until rising land prices forced us to part
with them. However, I get plenty of sheep interaction through work. We have two young boys; Jace will
be 2 in March and Jack was born this November. My travel will be somewhat limited this year because of
baby Jack but I will do my best to meet and exceed your expectations.
I am passionate about the sheep and wool industry and excited to start analyzing your wool samples and
traveling around the state for meetings, shearings, and wool pools.
My starting goals as the Wool Lab manager are to:
1. Process your samples and return results to you in a timely manner.
2. Reinstate a wool judging team.
3. Meet face-to-face with as many Montana sheep producers as possible.
4. Design and implement sheep/wool research and
outreach programs.
I am honored to have been selected to lead the
Montana Wool Lab, and I look forward to a future of
teamwork between MSU, MWGA, and our state's
producers.
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(left) Bex Green photo bombing the lambing
panel that is going on behind her. She’s getting
an early start in the sheep business at the Annual Convention!

(Above) Clint Hahn of Hammond and Megan Wortman,
American Lamb Board Executive Director beat out 10 other
shearing teams to win the 2017 Montana Woolgrower Speed
Shear Competition that is held during the Annual Convention.

(Left) A huge thank you to the sponsors of our Speed Shear
Competition: Western Ranch Supply and Superior Lamb!
Also, let’s thank the shearers, auctioneers, bidders, and donors who make this one of the most enjoyable events in the
state. Money was raised for the MSU Shearing School and
the Eastern Montana Wildfire Relief.
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Make It With Wool Participants: (Left to Right) Michal Ann Stedje, Brooklyn Kenelty, Tammy Townsend, Shea Ostberg,
Angelina Toth, Rosella Higgins, Jennifer Beardsley, Isaac Beardsley, Jasmine Powell, and Morgan Brooks.

Tracy Gorecki of Wheatland County was awarded for having one of the top Montana Certifiied Lamb Carcasses in
the state in the Hanging Lamb Division. Thank you Mike
Schuldt for presenting these awards.

Emma Myhre from Big Horn County was awarded for having one of the top Montana Certified
Lamb Carcasses in the state in the Ultrasound
Division.

I would like to give a big THANK YOU to everyone who made the 134th Annual MWGA
Convention possible in my absence. Thank you to all the volunteers who helped with everything from setting up all the different events, workshops, and trade show to those that
helped in the background to make sure Convention ran smoothly. I am so grateful for each
and everyone of you and we couldn’t have done it without you. I was unable to attend the
Convention because I was busy welcoming our newest wool grower into the world.
Clementine Lou Thompson was born December 1st, 2018 to my husband Chance and I in
Great Falls, MT and everyone is doing well. Thanks again for all your hard work at Convention and your kind words for our new addition.
Jesse Thompson, MWGA Executive Secretary
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Photos from MSU Shearing School
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Renewed Resolutions
The following resolutions were due to sunset at the 134th Annual MWGA Convention and were renewed at the Annual Meeting.

ANIMAL DAMAGE CONTROL/PREDATOR RESOLUTIONS
Fish, Wildlife Funding (2017)
MWGA recognizes the importance of predator control on game populations and encourages the Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks, and legislature, to continue, and increase, funding for predator control. Furthermore, MWGA believes this funding should be used in areas where
there is a benefit to protect livestock from predators and that WS should have some discretion where that work is done.
Endangered Species Act (2017)
Be it resolved that until such time as adequate protection be provided for our private property that the MWGA calls for a moratorium on the
further listing of species for protection under the E.S.A.
Montana Wildlife Services (2017)
The MWGA would like to recognize the personnel of Montana Wildlife Services for doing a commendable job with limited resources.
Illegal Predator Control (2017)
The MWGA does not condone irresponsible or illegal predator control activities on public or private property.
EPA Petition for M-44 and 1080 LPC Suspension (2017)
The MWGA opposes the suspension and cancellation of the pesticide labels for M-44 Sodium Cyanide Capsules and Sodium Fluoroacetate
Livestock Protection Collars.
State Wolf Management (2017)
The MWGA supports a state wolf management plan that allows for more liberal and aggressive wolf damage control actions, including lethal, as the wolf population and/or range expand in Montana. Furthermore, coyote control methods should not be impacted by these expanding wolf populations.
Trapping Ban (2017)
Whereas Trapping is an important wildlife damage management tool for ranchers, farmers, home owners, and USDA Wildlife Services; and
Whereas This critical management tool helps control problematic predator and pest populations that kill livestock, attack pets, spread diseases among humans and wildlife, damage property, and negatively impact wildlife population; and
Whereas Trapping is an important part of the livelihood for many Montana families; and
Whereas trapping has been a part of our heritage and culture since before Montana became a state and we need to defend our way of life
from extremists who are unwilling to acknowledge the damage problematic wildlife can cause;
Therefore be it resolved, the Montana Wool Growers Association supports the continued trapping on public land in Montana.
FARM FLOCK RESOLUTIONS
Youth Programs (2017)
The MWGA encourages its membership participation in youth programs and involvement in the sheep industry.
Natural Lamb (2017)
The MWGA encourages the Montana State University to explore opportunities for better production and marketing, and to establish criteria
for natural lamb and or wool products, and a database of producers meeting these criteria.
PRODUCTION, MARKETING, AND ANIMAL HEALTH RESOLUTIONS
Montana State University (2017)
The MWGA commends the MSU Wool Lab and the work of the MSU sheep specialist, sheep faculty and researchers. The MWGA encourages
continued oversight of the sheep teaching, research, and wool programs at MSU by the MWGA-MSU Advisory Committee.
Country of Origin Labeling (2017)
The MWGA supports country of origin labeling.
Livestock/Agriculture Merger (2017)
The consolidation of the Montana Department of Agriculture and the Montana Department of Livestock is not in the benefit of the sheep
industry.
Therefore, the MWGA is totally against any consideration of this consolidation.
Noxious Weeds (2017)
MWGA encourages state & federal land management agencies to take steps to stop the spread of noxious weeds, and especially the use of
sheep and goats as a control measure.
MWGA further encourages recognition & education of the public about sheep and goats as a method of noxious weed control & pledges
their continued support of Montana State University in their efforts to control noxious weeds.
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Brucellosis Management (2017)
MWGA continues to support the Inter-Agency Bison Management Plan (IABMP) as a method of managing brucellosis. MWGA supports
producer managed efforts to prevent brucellosis. MWGA also supports efforts for protecting Montana’s brucellosis “class-free” status.
Livestock Theft (2017)
Livestock theft historically has been and continues to be a threat to the industry. Producers have the right to protect their property and to
be protected by laws handed down by the state legislature. People involved in such crimes should be prosecuted to the full extent of the
law. Therefore, the MWGA supports legislation to make livestock theft or brand altering a mandatory prison term if convicted.
Horse Slaughter Ban (2017)
The horse market as an industry is vitally important to the United States agriculture industry. Therefore, the MWGA opposes legislation
banning the transportation for slaughter or direct slaughter of horses. MWGA supports the federal funding of inspection to facilitate the
slaughter of horses.
Animal ID (2017)
MWGA supports the continued development of more efficient and economical methods of source identification. Research should be focused towards lowering the financial impact upon producers, while increasing the market value of our products through consumer confidence.
Quality Product Control (2017)
MWGA supports efforts for the improvement and enforcement of quality control measures in marketing lamb, mutton, and goat products.
Export (2017)
MWGA supports foreign export markets for lamb, mutton, goat, and wool products to provide added value to the US sheep and goat industry.
Montana State University Vet Science Curriculum (2017)
Whereas MWGA recognizes the strong agriculture reputation of Montana State University and encourages the tradition of delivering quality education.
Be it resolved, MWGA supports the expansion of the curriculum of Veterinary Science at MSU.
LAND USE RESOLUTIONS
American Heritage River Initiative (2017)
MWGA opposes the American Heritage River Initiative.
BLM Notification (2017)
MWGA strongly recommends that, in accordance with their existing policy, BLM notify permittees prior to accessing allotments for any
activity.
Pasturing Agreements (2017)
Whereas the Bureau of Land Management and the livestock industry recognize pasturing agreements as a necessary and legitimate range
management tool provided for use within federal grazing regulations and,
Now therefore be it resolved than any violation or abuse of these grazing regulations are in no way condoned by the MWGA and should
not be permitted by the Bureau of Land Management.
Species Introduction and Relocation (2017)
Whereas, BLM, Forest Service and State Lands are mandated for multiple use purposes, e.g. grazing, wildlife, oil and gas, timber and recreation, and
Whereas, federal and state agencies are attempting to relocate, introduce or re-introduce species on public lands and in streams that may
have a negative impact on these multiple uses, and
Whereas, this relocation, introduction or re-introduction will have an impact on future funding of the MFWP and DNRC due to the loss of
revenues generated from the multiple uses of these lands,
Now therefore be it resolved, MWGA urges the agencies to perform a scientifically sound economic and social impact statement before
any species relocation, introduction or re-introduction occurs.
GENERAL RESOLUTIONS
Authorization of Board Actions
Whereas, the bylaws of the association authorize the MWGA Board of Directors to establish interim policy during the course of the year,
and whereas, the MWGA Board of Directors have so acted during the course of the year;
BE IT RESOLVED, that the interim policies established by the MWGA Board of Directors during the course of the year, and the management
and control by the Board of Directors be hereby approved and is ratified by a majority of the membership of the association according to
the bylaws of the association at the 2017 annual meeting held December 2nd
2017 at Billings, Montana.
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Rewritten Resolutions
The following resolutions were rewritten by the resolutions committees and voted on during the 2017 Annual Meeting.
ANIMAL DAMAGE CONTROL/PREDATOR RESOLUTIONS
Delist Grizzly (2017)
The MWGA is opposed to the reintroduction of grizzly bears to the Bitterroot-Selway Wilderness Area or to any areas in Montana. The
MWGA also opposes the establishment of corridors between populations and supports the delisting of grizzly bears from the Endangered
Species list. The MWGA further requests that FWP follow state statute in regards to relocation of grizzly bears in Montana.
Wildlife Services Funding for Wolf Control (2017)
Whereas predator control funds are limited, the MWGA opposes efforts to shift existing predator control funds to wolf or grizzly control
without the managing agencies (FWP and US FWS) funding those increased costs.
Wildlife Services Funding (2017)
Whereas the MWGA supports continued funding for Wildlife Services under USDA and increased funding is needed to reduce livestock losses.
Whereas Montana law provides that the Montana LLB is to work with Wildlife Services on mitigating and preventing damage done by
wolves, grizzly bear and lions,
Therefore be it resolved that MWGA supports legislative efforts to obtain adequate state funding through the Montana LLB that would allow
both the Montana LLB and Wildlife Services to effectively carry out their missions.
LAND USE RESOLUTIONS
Public Access Control (2017)
Public access for recreational/hunting purposes is causing damage from fire, erosion, safety issues, and the spread of noxious weeds, and is
causing unnecessary hardship and frustration to private land and land lease holders. The poorly marked public land boundaries lead to damage or safety issues on private land and cause unnecessary hardship and frustration to private landowners and lease holders.
Therefore the MWGA requests that the Fish, Wildlife, and Parks, DNRC, BLM and County Law Enforcement come together with land owners
and lease holders to find common ground on permanent or GPS generated boundary markers and the enforcement thereof.
Drought, Insects and Temporary Circumstances Policy (2017)
The MWGA urges the public land managers not to react too hastily to range conditions brought by drought, fire, insects or other temporary
circumstances. The MWGA requests public land managers consult with range users and experts to utilize existing management techniques
and proven science.
State Land Fee Increase (2017)
The MWGA opposes rate increases on State Land, which are not based on current or production values and cause undue hardship on leasees.
Impaired Streams (2017)
Whereas the Water Quality Bureau has listed various streams in Montana as “impaired streams” and
Whereas at this time very little scientific data has been collected to prove their impaired status,
Whereas this will have dramatic impact on private property rights and economic factors,
Therefore be it resolved that the MWGA opposes the Water Quality Bureau’s general listing of any stream as impaired without sufficient scientific data.
Resolution to “Amend Montana Department of Revenue Agricultural Grazing Lands Productive Value for Property Tax purposes” (2017)
Whereas: Montana Code Annotated Section 15-7-103 states that “Land classified as agricultural land or forest land must be classified according to soil type and productive capacity. In that classification work, use must be made of soil surveys and maps and all other pertinent available information.”
Whereas: MCA 15-7-201 states “The Legislative intent on valuing agricultural land is that the value determined reasonably approximates that
which the average Montana farmer or rancher could have attained.”
MWGA seeks remedies for discrepancies in reappraisals through the ag land valuation committee.

New Resolutions
The following resolutions were introduced to the resolutions committees and voted on at the 2017 Annual Meeting.
ANIMAL DAMAGE CONTROL/PREDATOR RESOLUTIONS
Livestock Protection Dogs as Livestock (2017)
Whereas, the use of Livestock Protection Dogs is an important tool used by livestock producers to minimize predator depredations, and
Whereas, the Livestock Protection Dogs are not pets, and
Whereas, predator control is vital to livestock producers in the state of Montana,
Whereas, livestock losses to predators are continuing to increase in Montana over the past decade,
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Whereas, Livestock Protection Dogs cover significant amounts of country to ward off predators and perform their duties,
Now therefore be it resolved, the MWGA request the Board of Livestock classify Livestock Protection Dogs as livestock and be taxed a per
capita fee.
Be it further resolved, that Livestock Protection Dogs, classified as livestock are therefore protected from theft and treated as livestock by
officials from the Board of Livestock.
PRODUCTION, MARKETING, AND ANIMAL HEALTH RESOLUTIONS
MSU Commendation (2017)
The MWGA thanks MSU for filling the Wool Lab Manager position and commend them for moving forward with filling the Extension Sheep
Specialist position.
LAND USE RESOLUTIONS
EAJA (2017)
Whereas litigant environmental groups have used EAJA to generate operating funds and caused disruption by suing federal agencies,
Be it resolved, The MWGA directs our congressional delegation to seek remedies and provide transparency to keep EAJA from being abused.

Newly Elected MWGA President Kevin Halverson thanked outgoing President Dave McEwen for his
time spent on the board and the efforts that he has made for the industry during the Annual Meeting
held at the 134th Annual MWGA Convention
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How Far Do Guard Dogs Roam from their Sheep?
Jeff Mosley1, Rachel Frost1, Brent Roeder2, Smith Wells1, Lance McNew1, and Pat Clark3
1

Department of Animal and Range Sciences, Montana State University--Bozeman
2

Montana State University Extension, Choteau, MT
3

USDA Agricultural Research Service, Boise, ID

Guard dogs have been used worldwide for centuries to limit sheep, goat, and cattle depredation by wild predators. Widespread use of guard dogs in the western US, however, did not begin until the latter 1970s after passage of the Endangered Species Act and concurrent restrictions on the use of poisons for lethal predator control. Research in the 1970s
and 1980s helped develop management strategies for using guard dogs, and guard dogs were proven effective for protecting livestock (mostly sheep) from predation (mostly by coyotes). Very limited research has occurred with guard dogs
since the 1980s, but the situation in the western US has changed dramatically in the past few decades, providing new
challenges. Two of the biggest changes have been: 1) the expansion of wolf and grizzly bear populations, and 2) the
expansion of human recreation and rural residential development on forest and rangeland landscapes. These two
changes have converged to threaten the continued use of guard dogs for protecting livestock from depredation.
Beginning in the 1970s, guard dogs in the western US were selected for their aggressive behavior against predators
(mostly coyotes) and non-aggression to humans. Many, if not most, sheep and goat ranchers in the West, and increasing numbers of cattle ranchers, could not continue producing livestock without the use of guard dogs. However, increasing concerns about potential conflicts between guard dogs and human recreationists are threatening the continued use of guard dogs. For example, in a widely publicized incident in Colorado, a mountain biker was attacked by two
guard dogs on a public land grazing allotment. The rancher was held liable for having dangerous dogs not under control
on federal public land. In response, the American Sheep Industry Association (ASI) developed an initial set of Best Management Practices (BMPs) to help livestock producers optimize the use of their guard dogs while minimizing potential
conflicts with neighbors and recreationists. One BMP recommends that livestock and associated guard dogs be kept at
least 0.25 mile from any trailhead, campground or picnic area during weekends, holidays, or other high potential recreational use periods. Prior to our study, no published data existed to support or refute this recommendation.
Objectives
Our objective was to examine how far, and under what circumstances, guard dogs travel away from the sheep they are
guarding. We examined whether guard dog behavior was influenced by season (summer vs. fall), sex (male dogs vs. female dogs), time of day (day vs. night vs. dusk/dawn), moon phase, or whether the landscape was cohabited by wolves
and grizzly bears.
Methods
We placed GPS satellite data collars on a total of 20 guard dogs and 31 sheep during summer (May, June, July, August) or
fall (September, October, November, early December) across eight ranches and three years (2012, 2013, and 2014). One
band of sheep was studied per ranch, with a typical band comprised of 800 to 1000 mature ewes, 1200 to 1500 lambs,
and 400 to 500 yearling ewes. All eight bands were herded, and all eight bed within their traditional summer-fall grazing
areas in foothill and mountain rangeland of western and west-central Montana. Three bands were located in landscapes
cohabited by wolves and grizzly bears, and five bands were located in areas of historically low to moderate depredation,
mostly by coyotes. At least one guard dog and one sheep was collared per band. For bands with more than one collared
sheep, the sheep with the greatest number of recorded GPS locations was used for data analyses. GPS locations were
recorded at 5-minute intervals (24 hours per day) with 16-ft accuracy. Later, we aggregated the data by hour and for each
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How Far Do Guard Dogs Roam from their Sheep? (Continued)
guard dog we calculated its hourly average roaming distance (i.e., the hourly average distance between the guard dog
and the GPS-collared sheep within the band of sheep that the guard dog was protecting).
Results
Thirteen of the GPS collars on guard dogs, and 26 of the GPS sheep collars provided usable data, whereas seven GPS collars on guard dogs and five GPS collars on sheep failed to record usable data. Altogether, we analyzed 12,223 hourly average guard dog locations (average = 940 hourly average locations per guard dog) across three years and within seven
bands of sheep on seven different ranches. Six of the guard dogs protected sheep bands in landscapes cohabited by
wolves and grizzly bears, and seven guard dogs protected sheep bands in areas of historically low to moderate depredation, mostly by coyotes. Nine of the 13 guard dogs were male and four were female.
Overall, roaming distance (i.e., distance between the guard dog and the sheep they were protecting) averaged 0.1 mile.
Female guard dogs averaged 272 feet farther from their sheep than male guard dogs, and roaming distance of both sexes averaged 138 feet more during summer than fall. Roaming distance did not differ between guard dogs with or without co-habiting wolves and grizzly bears. Guard dogs roamed 131 feet further from their sheep during a full moon than
during a new moon. Guard dogs remained closer to their sheep during mid-day and roamed farther away at night, yet
average roaming distance of the 13 guard dogs never exceeded 0.2 mile during any hour of the day or night, with or
without a full moon, in either summer or fall. However, the maximum roaming distance recorded of every guard dog
exceeded 0.25 mile. Maximum roaming distances varied widely among the 13 guard dogs, ranging from 0.3 mile to 1.2
miles.
Discussion
All guard dogs stayed relatively close to their sheep, with 75% of guard dog locations within 0.1 mile of their sheep. Only
8% of all guard dog-sheep distances were greater than the 0.25 mile distance that ASI recommends that sheep and associated guard dogs be kept away from trailheads, campgrounds, or picnic areas during weekends, holidays, or other high
potential recreational use periods.
Although roaming distances
differed between male and
female dogs, day vs. night,
and full vs. new moons, the
differences were slight and
may not be meaningful to
sheep producers operating
on large landscapes. If possible, however, it may be wise
to keep sheep further away
from recreational sites and
rural residential areas when
using female guard dogs and
at night, especially when the
moon is bright. Roaming distances did vary widely
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among individual dogs, suggesting that sheep producers may wish to purposely select guard dogs that stay closer to
their sheep if their sheep regularly graze near recreational sites or near rural residential areas.
Conclusions
Direct and indirect losses from predators combine to make predator control an issue of great importance to US livestock
producers. Guard dogs are an economical, non-lethal form of predator control. As such, guard dogs are fundamentally
important to sustaining food and fiber production by livestock grazing enterprises in the western US. This is especially
true as we progress into a future marked by ever-increasing populations of large carnivores. Strategies are needed to
mitigate potential conflicts between guard dogs and humans. We studied guard dog behavior in the presence and absence
of wolves and grizzly bears. Our results indicate that wolves and grizzlies did not influence how far guard dogs roam
from their sheep. Our results also indicate that range sheep producers do not need to incur extra costs by enlarging
ungrazed buffers surrounding high-use recreation sites or rural residential areas. ASI currently recommends that sheep
and associated guard dogs be kept at least 0.25 mile from any trailhead, campground or picnic area during weekends,
holidays, or other high potential recreational use periods. Our results suggest that keeping range sheep 0.1 mile away
from recreation sites will markedly reduce the likelihood of recreationists encountering a guard dog. Keeping range
sheep 0.25 mile away from recreation sites will prevent most, but not all, encounters between guard dogs and recreationists.
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In Memory
The Montana Woolgrower’s Memorial Fund
The Montana Woolgrower Memorial Fund (official name “Educational and Research Endowment Fund”) was established in 1983 when over $100 was sent to the association in memory of Miles City sheepman/wool buyer, Duncan
McDonald. A savings account was established for such a purpose and others, wanting to remember longtime sheepmen,
be they friends or relatives, made similar donations.
In 1984 the Board filed the necessary papers to make such gifts tax deductible and a three-person board was appointed to oversee the account. The original board consisted of Don McKamey, Bill Lehfeldt, and Ralph Dreyer.
Funds must be used for educational or research purposes only and cannot be used for expenses of the Woolgrowers Association. The present board consists of Jim Whiteside, chairman, John Baucus, and Bob Lehfeldt.
Those wishing to make a donation should make the check out to Montana Woolgrower Association Memorial
Fund and send it to the Helena office. You will receive a receipt and if the memorial donation is sent in memory of someone, that person’s family will also receive an acknowledgement.

Bill Lehfeldt

Dr. Bill Hawkins

Bob Gilbert
Center of the Nation Wool, Inc
Sharon & Clyde Parker
Arielle & Elaine Lammers
Jocelyn Brown
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Bob & Marie Lehfeldt
John and Nina Baucus
Joe and Aggie Helle
Don & Beverly McKamey
Jack & Kathryn McRae
Kevin & Shirley Halverson
Fred Itcaina
Mike and Cheryl Schuldt

John and Nina Baucus
Bill Lehfeldt
Gordon & Marilyn Darlinton
Jack & Kathryn McRae
Bob Gilbert
Rebish & Helle Families
Kimberly Laden
Joe and Aggie Helle
Jack & Kathryn McRae
John and Nina Baucus
Randy Tunby

Jim Drummond
Gordan & Marilyn Darlinton
Kelly Ingalls
John and Nina Baucus
Joe and Aggie Helle
Jack and Kathryn McRae
Kevin & Shirley Halverson
John and Nina Baucus

Trent Meyer
John and Nina Baucus
Joe and Aggie Helle
Kevin & Shirley Halverson

Ed Smith
Pat Norton

Jack and Kathryn McRae
Bill Lehfledt
John and Nina Baucus
Mike & Cheryl Schuldt

Jack & Kathryn McRae
Mike & Cheryl Schuldt
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Photo submitted by Kelsey Westlie

Photo submitted by Kristin Bieber

Some Montanan’s got to experience warm weather at the ASI Convention in San Antonio Texas!
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Contact MWGA if you would like to be listed here

Breeder’s Directory
Columbia
MT COLUMBIA SHEEP ASSN.
Raina Blackman, Sec.
2987 Craig Frontage Road
Wolf Creek, MT 59648
(406) 235-4227

scottblackman1965@gmail.com

BLACKMAN COLUMBIAS
Scott & Raina Blackman
2987 Craig Frontage Road
Wolf Creek, MT 59684
(406) 235-4227
scottblackman1965@gmail.com

DOMINGO LOZANO
198 Nye Road
PO Box 325
Absarokee, MT 59001
(406) 321-2688
diazoano@icloud.com
HOCHSTRAT COLUMBIAS
Kathy Hochstrat
4021 US Highway 12 West

White Sulfur Springs, MT 59645

(406) 547-4199
horseshu@itstriangle.com

CROSSROADS COLUMBIAS
Conner Klick
PO Box 252
Simms, MT 59477
(406) 264-5989
(406) 590-5172

HART SHEEP COMPANY
Brian & Hailee Hart
74 Truly Loop
Great Falls, MT 59405
(406) 736-5750
(406) 224-6936
hartsheepco1@outlook.com

PRAIRIE ISLAND
Jim & Margaret Eller
415 Knapstad Road
Sun River, MT 59483
(406) 264-5426
3ellers@3rivers.net

Hampshire
DAVID AND JENNIFER BRECK
P.O. Box 1331
Big Timber, MT 59011
(406) 932-6404
breckmt@mtintouch.net

www.prairieislandellers.weebly.com

PAT & BEV GIBBS
513 Van Norman Road
PO Box 382
Jordan, MT 59337
(406) 977-2852
pbgibbs@midrivers.com
DOUG HITCH
P.O. Box 368
Hobson, MT 59452
(406) 423-5651
dhitch@itstriangle.com
LANGHUS COLUMBIAS
Gene, Mary, Kevin Langhus
147 Main Boulder Road
Big Timber, MT 59011
(406) 932-4718

langhussheep@mtintouch.net

www.langhussheep.com

TIMBER COULEE COLUMBIAS
Luanne Wallewein
P.O. Box 129
Sunburst, MT 59482
(406) 937-2775
wallywld@northerntel.net

EDNA ENGLERT
114 Bridger Fromberg Road
Bridger, MT 59014
(406) 662-3236
LONGVIEW FARM
CLUB LAMBS
Sharon Johnson
2961 Hunters Lane
Stevensville, MT 59870
(406) 396-0618
smmjohnson@cybernet1.com
7 MILE HAMPSHIRES
Brett, Leanne & Connley
Hoagland
PO Box 95
285 Hwy 200 South
Glendive, MT 59330
(406) 939-1263
bsshires@midrivers.com

Rambouillet
HELLE RAMBOUILLETS
John Helle
1350 Stone Creek Road
Dillon, MT 59725
(406) 683-6686
jhelle64@gmail.com
www.finewoolsheep.com
LEHFELDT RAMBOUILLETS
Bob, Marie, Ben, and Jamie
Lehfeldt
P.O. Box 175
Lavina, MT 59046
(406) 636-2731
levi@midrivers.com
Shropshire
CRAGO FAMILY RANCH
Mark and Jennifer Crago
22 Maki Hill Road
Columbus, MT 59019
(406) 322-9935
markcrago@netzero.net
South African Meat Merino
GENE AND MARY LANGHUS
147 Main Boulder Road
Big Timber, MT 59011
(406) 932-4718
langhussheep@mtintouch.net

www.langhussheep.com

Suffolk
MONTANA SUFFOLK ASSN.
296 Wyttenhove Lane
Miles City, MT 59301
(406) 232-1060
www.mtsuffolksheep.org
DAWE SUFFOLKS
Robertta & Kevin Dawe
2 Ten Mile Lane
Big Timber, MT 59011
(406) 932-6529
krdawe@itstriangle.com
HEART LAZY P SUFFOLKS
Dana Penrod
51 Perkins Lane
Miles City, MT 59301
(406) 234-2648
heartlazyp@midrivers.com
wwwheartlazypsuffolk.com
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KNUTSON SUFFOLK
Kim Knutson
P.O. Box 250
Clyde Park, MT 59018
(406) 578-9175
kimssuffolks@yahoo.com
www.knutsonsuffolks.com
McKAY SUFFOLKS
Scott and Kelley McKay
1320 11th Ave South
Great Falls, MT 59405
Www.facebook.com/
McKaySuffolks
(406) 799-5398
skmckay@bridgemail.com
MITCHELL’S MILEHIGH RANCH
The Mitchell & Creason Families

142 Pine Creek Road
Livingston, MT 59047
(406) 222-3208
creason@wispwest.net
RATH SUFFOLKS
296 Wyttenhove Lane
Miles City, MT 59301
(406) 232-1060

STEVENS RANCH
Norm and Gail Stevens
P.O. Box 286
Joliet, MT 59041
(406) 962-3558
stevensranch@q.com

www.stevensranchsuffolk.com

Suffolk X Hampshire
GIBBS RANGE RAMS
Pat and Bev Gibbs
513 Van Norman Road
Jordan, MT 59337
(406) 557-2852
pbgibbs@midrivers.com
Texel
LEVEQUE RANCH
Dale and Lilly LeVeque
280 Ten Mile Rd
Cascade, MT 59421
(406) 468-2776
mtlevran@yahoo.com
www.levequeranch.com

Targhee
MT TARGHEE SHEEP ASSN.
Elisha Lewis, secretary
342 Svenson Road
Reed Point, MT 59069
(406) 326-2306
lewisranch@itstriangle.com
LEO BARTHELMESS
25826 Content Road
Malta, MT 59538
(406) 658-2627
ledar@mtintouch.net
SKULL CREEK TARGHEES
Kristin and Cord Bieber
409 Skull Creek Road
Brockway, MT 59214
(406) 672-4471
k.mcrae.bieber@gmail.com
DALLAS SHEEP OUTFIT
Chuck Dallas, Mardy, Cassie, &
Cody Dallas
131 Horse Creek Road South
Wilsall, MT 59086
(406) 578-2159
dallassheep@wildblue.net
CAROLYN I. GREEN
P.O. Box 266
Melville, MT 59055
(406) 537-4472
greenranch@mtintouch.net
HUGHES NEWFORD CO.
John and Betty Sampsel
P.O. Box 558
Stanford, MT 59479
(406) 566-2700
hnco@mtintouch.net
KORMAN RANCH TARGHEES
Ron and Maxine Korman
P.O. Box 162
(406) 648-5536
kormanmax@hotmail.com
LEWIS RANCH
Otis Targhees
Dan and Elisha Otis
342 Svenson Road
Reed Point, MT 59069
(406) 861-0082
lewisranch@itstriangle.com

CLOVER MEADOWS, LLC
Cal & Julie Ward
3424 MT Hwy 287
Sheridan, MT 59749
(406) 842-5235

McRAE BROTHERS TARGHEES
Jack and Kathryn McRae
31 McRae Lane
Jordan, MT 59337
(406) 557-6266
jmcrae@midrivers.com

clovermeadowsmt@gmail.com

MONTANA AG EXP STATION
Montana State University
Bozeman, MT 59717
(406) 994-3415
rkott@montana.edu

AIDEN FOUHY
258 Butte Creek Road
Peerless, MT 59253
(406) 939-3911
tcfouhy@nemont.net

MONTANA SHEEP COMPANY
Brent, Tracie, Ben, & Caroline
Roeder
950 County Line Road
Fort Shaw, MT 59443
(406) 467-2462
roeder@3rivers.net

PRUITT TARGHEES

ORTMANN TARGHEES
Henry Ortmann
(406) 392-5277
Sam Ortmann
4169 Road 1081
Wolf Point, MT 59201
(406) 392-5356
mtwool@nemontel.net
PAUGH, INC.
Jerry Paugh
880 East Pryor Road
Bozeman, MT 59101
(406) 962-3636
paranch@msn.com

Rachel, Aaron, Ruby, Cora Pruitt

65 Vita Court
Bozeman, MT 59718
(406) 579-0143
pruittbadger@gmail.com

SWEETGRASS TARGHEE
Dylan Laverell
PO Box 1796
Big Timber, MT 59011
(406) 930-0216
laverell.dylan@gmail.com
Merino
LAST CHANCE MERINOS
Scot and Shannon Tamblyn
PO Box 227
Shepherd, MT
(406) 794-1036
(406) 794-5913
hedstrom1974@yahoo.com

SIEBEN LIVE STOCK CO.
Chase T. Hibbard
P.O. Box 835
Helena, MT 59624
(406) 442-1803
chase@siebenranch.com

JEWELL MERINOS
0280 CR 259-A
Rifle, CO 81650
h. (970) 625-1578
C. (970) 379-0397 John
C. (970) 379-9760 Georg Ann
jewellmerinos@gmail.com

TUNBY RANCH
Randy Tunby
P.O. Box 1244
Baker, MT 59313
(406) 772-5627
tunby@midrivers.com

Targhee X Columbia
RAFTER RANCH
Don and Liz Jones
64542 Highway 43
Wise River, MT 59762
(406) 832-3219

FRONT RANGE SHEEP CO.
Justin, Amy, McKinlee, &
Natalee
860 Hwy 431
Fairfield, MT 59436
(406) 980-0325

White Suffolk
GARY HEILIG
1002 Kirkemindes Rd.
Moore, MT 59464
(406) 374-2313
ghheilig@itstriangle.com

frontrangesheepco@gmail.com
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Karakul
OTIS CREEK RANCH
Melissa Zimmermann
6720 Pleasant Hollow Trail
Shepherd, MT 59079
(406) 208-5450
otiscreekranch@gmail.com
Guard & Working Dogs
Great Pyrenees, Akbash, Komondor, Border Collie, Australian, & Anatolian Shepherds
5-R STOCKDOGS
Marvin Dunster & Carrie Bigelow

326 Covert Lane
Billings, MT 59101
(406) 670-3575
(406) 208-8576

Sharplaninac, Pyrenees, &
Maremma Guard Dogs

J. KERMIT & SANDY PETERSEN

1411 22nd Ave. N. W.
Sidney, MT 59270
h. (406) 482-3016
C. (406) 480-4193

Spanish Mastiff
LEO BARTHELMESS
25826 Content Road
Malta, MT 59538
(406) 658-2627
ledar@mtintouch.net
Akbash/Great Pyrenees
Triple 9 Ranch
David & Tracy Kelsey
25279 US HWY 191 N
Buffalo, MT 59418
Home (406) 374-2440
Cell (406) 380-2132

Montana Wool Growers Association
Jesse Thompson
PO Box 25
Whitlash, MT 59545
(406) 442-1330
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