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Auction Markets

Public Auction Yards
Billings, MT
www.publicauctionyards.com
(406)-245-6447

Bowman Auction Market
Bowman, ND
www.bowmanauctionmarket.com
(877) 211-0600

Western Livestock Auction
Great Falls, MT
www.westernlivestockmontana.com
(866) 727-5401

St. Onge Livestock
Newell, SD
www.stongelivestock.com
(800) 409-4149

Glasgow Stockyards, Inc.
Glasgow, MT
www.glasgowstockyards.com
Headwaters Livestock Auction
Three Forks, MT
www.headwaterslivestock.com
(877) 917 COWS
Lewistown Livestock Auction
Lewistown, MT
www.laauctionco.com

Representative Steve Daines
(202) 224-3121

Yellowstone Livestock Co.
Sidney, MT
www.yellowstonelivestock.com
(406) 482-3513
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Wool Pools and Buyers Operating In Montana
NE Montana Pool
Plentywood
Mark Rude
406-765-3406

Front Range Pool
Conrad
Dan Picard
406-271-4054

Granite/Powell Pool
Phillipsburg
Dan Lucas
406-859-3304

Casey Osksa
406-286-5557

Luanne Wallewein
406-937-2775

McCone Pool
Circle
Tandi Kassner
406-485-2605

Sweetgrass/Stillwater
Big Timber
Mark King
406-932-5146

Garfield County Pool
Charles O’Conner
Box 268
Jordan, MT 59337

MonDak Pool
Wibaux
Dave Bertelsen
406-796-2486

Upper Mushellshell
Harlowton
Stacey Grove
406-473-2244

Bruce Smith
406-377-4277

Beaverhead/
Madison&Jefferson
Dillon
J P Tanner
406-683-3785

Lower Yellowstone Pool
Sidney
Tim Fine
406-433-1206
Highline Pool
Malta
Marko Manoukian
406-684-2543

Buyers
High Plains Wool
Bruce Barker
307-674-4504
Center of the Nation
Belle Fourche
Larry Prager
605-892-6311
Gary Babb
605-748-2496
Billings
Scott Lammers
406-245-9112

Western Pool
Missoula
Cindy Lieske
406-826-5679
Snowy Mountain Pool
Lewistown
Bertie Brown
406-535-3919

Calendar
Big Sky Fiber Arts Festival
June 14-16, Hamilton, MT
Western Section Sheep Symposia
June 19, Bozeman, MT
Museum of the Rockies
Montana Range Days
June 24-26, Havre, MT
Pipestone Sheep for Profit School
July 10-13, Pipestone, MN
Idaho State Ram and Sale
July 13, Filer, ID
Howard Wyman School
July 14-17, San Angelo, TX
National Rambouillet Show & Sale
July 15-20, Heber City, UT
National Targhee Show and Sale
July 18-20, Arilington, Wisconsin
MWGA Summer Campout
July 25-28, Nelson Creek Camp
40 miles South of Ft. Peck
MT Columbia Sheep Show & Sale
August 24, Lewistown, MT
Choteau Sheep Expo
September 7, Choteau, MT

MWGA Dues
Dues to the Montana Wool Growers Association are $20 per membership plus $.06
per pound of wool (or $.60 per sheep). The $20 covers the cost of the Montana
Wool Grower magazine, membership in the American Sheep Industry Association
(ASI) and the ASI Newsletter that each member receives. The additional six cents
per pound is what the Association operates on as it works to improve the opportunities for raising sheep and wool in Montana.

Advertising Rates

For Subscription or Advertising:

$20 for 1/8 page
$45 for 1/4 page
$100 for 1/2 page
$165 for full page

Write, email, or call Brent Roeder.
The MWGA newsletter is printed quarterly with additional issues published as
needed.

About the Cover:

Mike Hagens of North Dakota shears in the Miles City
Bucking Horse Shearing Contest.

The Montana Woolgrower is published quarterly.
Advertising and article deadline for the next issue: Aug 1.
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Ram Sale Buyer Social &
Dr. Rodney Kott Retirement Party
September 11, Miles City
Eastern Montana Fairgrounds
Montana Ram Sale
September 12, Miles City, MT
Trailing of the Sheep
October 10-13, Ketchum & Hailey, ID
Tri-State Annual Convention
November 7-9, Jackson, WY
130th Annual MWGA
Annual Convention
December 6-7
Holiday Inn Grand, Billings, MT
January 22-25, 2014
149th Annual ASI Convention
Charleston, SC

Eastern Consolidated Pool
From May 6th through May 14th, Dr. Rodney Kott, Dr.
Lisa Surber and myself traveled across Northern and North
Eastern Montana helping organize the Eastern consolidated
pools wool for delivery to Jordan. Participating pools were
Northeast Montana (Plentywood), McCone (Circle), MonDak
(Wibaux), Lower Yellowstone (Sidney), Highline (Malta), and
Front Range (Choteau). A special thanks to all the extension
agents who helped with the process and Kenny Ryan for warehousing the wool. In all, we weighed, core tested, sampled, and
classed over 140,000 pounds. The wool looked extremely good
with less bur this year, but some outfits are still having an issue
with getting bales tied off properly. Thanks to all the people
who stayed and helped through the long days.
The baling crew in Malta encounters some wool that’s still
warm and moving.

A big thanks to Hinnaland trucking.

Rodney, Lisa, and new Chouteau County Ag agent Tyler Lane
discuss some improperly delivered wool. Ag bags are convenient but you might as well tie the bales with poly baler twine.

Take a good look. Not even close on weight or appearance.
Extension agents Tyler Lane (Chouteau), Travis Standley
(Teton), and Rose Malisani (Cascade) process bales.
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All Montana producers are encouraged to attend this free educational event
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these funding provisions were as disappointing as they were
unexpected. Prior to the time these projects were vetoed,
MWGA had no indication from the Governor’s office that they
were on the chopping block.
As to the legislative side, MWGA saw much success
here. The Association had three of its legislative priorities
signed into law. HB 323, our bill to authorize the Montana
Livestock Loss Board to pay out on confirmed or probably grizzly bear kills was the first bill to make it through. In addition,
the MWGA bill to shrink the size of the Livestock Loss Board
from 7 to 5 members and to revise the selection process for the
board members by removing FWP and the BOL from the appointment process was signed into law in early May. Finally,
HB 593, our bill to revise the way the Department of Revenue
calculates soil type and productivity values on agriculture lands
for purposes of assessing taxes was signed into law in late April.
We thank our bill sponsors, Representative Mike Cuffe and
Representative Kirk Wagoner (Montana City), for carrying our
legislation for us, and for working so hard to make sure these
bills were signed into law. We thank Senator Eric Moore and
Senator Taylor Brown for carrying our bills in the Senate.
Unfortunately, MWGA experienced some legislative
losses as well. MWGA strongly supported Senator Terry Murphy’s (Whitehall) bill, SB 83, to codify in law the bighorn sheep
management provisions contained in Montana’s bighorn sheep
conservation strategy. As the reader may recall, MWGA
worked collaboratively with Montana FWP to implement a
management plan for bighorn sheep, which included specific
process that the Department is to follow (such as adequate public notice) prior to the translocation of bighorn sheep. This is
troubling, considering that in its effort to translocate sheep into
the Bull Mountains area near Whitehall, the Department in
many respects did not follow the processes contained in the
management plan. In response, Senator Murphy’s bill sought to
put those previously agreed upon public notice and management
processes into law, thereby guaranteeing that there was a legal
mechanism for members of the public to enforce against FWP
what they have already agreed to do as part of the bighorn sheep
management plan. MWGA supported this bill because it sought
to ensure that FWP would follow the spatial and temporal bighorn sheep-domestic sheep separation management prescriptions contained in the management strategy would be codified,
thereby helping Montana’s sheep producers avoid what has taken place in Idaho where domestic sheep producers have been
kicked off their grazing allotments due to the presence of big
horn sheep. This bill sailed through the Montana Senate, receiving bipartisan support. Unfortunately, the bill was killed in the
House FWP Committee when Republican Representatives Brian
Hoven (Great Falls), Pat Connell (Darby), and Ted Washburn
(Bozeman) voted with the Democratic members of the Committee to kill the bill at the request of the Wildlife Federation and
FWP, among others. As an aside, Brian Hoven is the owner of
Hoven Equipment in Great Falls.
Furthermore, the Association’s bill, HB 322, to authorize $400,000 per year through the year 2019 in general fund
monies for the purpose of instituting programs to prevent conflict between grizzly bears, wolves and livestock, was tabled by
the Senate Finance and Claims Committee at the very last hour
and after this bill had already passed the House.

Montana Legislative Session Recap
Jim Brown
MWGA Director of Public Relations
The Montana Legislature adjourned Sine Die on
Wednesday, April 24, 2013. Overall, it was a mixed result legislative session for the Montana Wool Growers Association.
The Association had much success with its legislative agenda,
but less success with its funding priorities.
Though this year’s legislature had markedly less tension between the Governor’s Office and the Legislative leadership, Governor Bullock still vetoed 71 bills, just short of the
record of 78 vetoes set by then-Governor Brian Schweitzer in
2011. Not only did the Governor veto a significant number of
bills, he also line-item vetoed numerous appropriations provisions in HB 2, “the spending bill’, which included vetoing the
Montana Wool Growers Association’s top three funding priorities for the 2013 Legislature. These were 1) funding for grizzly
bear-livestock conflict prevention; 2) increased funding for extension services; and 3) increased funding for the experiment
stations.
Governor Bullock’s most controversial veto was perhaps of HB 218, a bill that would have created a $35 million
fund for infrastructure projects in Eastern Montana and was
designed to help Eastern Montana Communities offset the negative impacts associated with development of the Bakken. This
bipartisan, interim-developed bill passed the House 93-6 and
Senate 48-2. In addition, the Governor vetoed the only major
tax relief bill of the 2013 legislature, SB 394. This veto ensures
that a time when Montana has a budget surplus of at least
$310.4 million, Montana’s taxpayers will see no tax relief for at
least the next two years. The Governor vetoed a bill that would
have made FWP liable for property damage caused by wild bison, SB 256, as well—a bill that MWGA strongly supported.
The Legislature passed and the Governor signed bills
to (1) give state employees salary increases; (2) to “fix” the
huge liability in the state employee pension system, and (3) to
make the distribution of state funding to K-12 schools more
equitable by providing “smaller” school districts with a larger
cut of the school funding pie. However, the Legislature killed
legislation that would have authorized the State of Montana to
expand its Medicaid program under the Obamacare legislation.
On the funding side, as noted above, the Governor vetoed the Association’s three top funding priorities. With the
help of Senators Taylor Brown (Huntley), Eric Moore (Miles
City) , and Matt Rosendale (Glendive), and with the help of our
bill sponsor Mike Cuffe (Eureka), the Association was able to
secure $500,000 in HB 2 to be allocated to the Montana Livestock Loss Board for the purpose of mitigating conflict between
livestock and grizzly bears. This money was allocated in response to “our” bill, HB 322, which, if passed, would have authorized money for grizzly bear conflict mitigation through the
year 2019. Additionally, the governor vetoed the $400,000 increase in funding in HB 2 provided for extension services and
the $250,000 increase for experiment stations. MWGA worked
with our sister agriculture organizations to obtain these dollars,
which such sums were not really an increase in funding. Rather,
the money appropriated was designed to bring the experiment
stations and extension services budgets back to the funding levels they were at before the 2009 Legislature substantially cut
their budgets. Needless to say, Governor Bullock’s vetoes of
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Surprisingly and disappointingly, among those voting
to table HB 322 were Senators Jones (Conrad) and Ripley (Wolf
Creek), two of Montana’s sheep industries’ biggest supporters in
the Legislature. I have written a separate article discussing the
lengthy process an appropriations bill has to go through prior to
it being signed into law, which the reader may find of interest. I
am pleased to write that MWGA is currently working with Representative Cuffe and Senator Rosendale to get this legislation
submitted to the Legislative Counsel’s office so that it will be
one of the first bills introduced during the 2015 legislative session.
Setting aside MWGA’s legislative bills, the following bills
were just some of the many bills that were of interest to the Association.












ber of legislators is turning over by about one-third every session. Thus, with each session, much time is spent educating the
new members of the legislature about the legislative process,
about our industry, and about the issues that impact our industry.
It is my belief that term limits has resulted in a lack of institutional knowledge on the part of the legislature, which in turn has
led to an increase in power and influence for both state agency
lobbyists (see Montana FWP)—who have institutional
knowledge, and for the Governor’s Office—which has multiple
staff to work on any given legislative issue. I think this is an
unhealthy development for the citizens of Montana.

Local Cattle Rancher Named to Livestock Board
The Madisonian
Alyse Backus

The Legislature passed legislation that moved oversight of
the Board of Horse Racing from the Board of Livestock to
the Department of Commerce. MWGA supported this legislation.
The Governor vetoed a bill to increase penalties on employers for employing illegal aliens. MWGA took no position
on the bill.
The House killed the corner crossing bill, which would have
prevented persons from being charged with trespass for
crossing private property to access public land from another
piece of public land. MWGA strongly opposed this bill.
The Governor signed a bill that allows someone with a water right to remove a natural obstruction without the need to
obtain DNRC approval for the removal action. MWGA
supported this bill.
The Governor signed into law a bill to lower the business
equipment tax. MWGA supported this bill.
The Governor signed into law a bill that transfers the hail
insurance program from the Department of Revenue to the
Department of Agriculture. MWGA took no position on
this bill.
The Governor signed into law a bill that statutorily liberalizes the number of wolves that can be taken during the wolf
hunting season and that prohibits the FWP Commission
from creating “no hunting” buffer zones around national
parks. MWGA supported this bill.

John Scully stood before the Montana Senate April 4 to
accept his appointment to the state’s board of livestock. Scully,
an Ennis native, comes from a long line of cattle ranchers. His
great-grandparents on his mother’s side raised cattle since the
1860s. Scully’s parents were both teachers but his uncles and
grandfather continued the ranching legacy. Scully and his wife
started their own cattle ranch in 1986. His cattle graze the lower
Madison. With the long line of cattle production providing his
knowledgeable background, Scully joins other cattle ranchers as
well as sheep, swine and dairy producers. The board of livestock
acts as the governing body of the Department of Livestock. The
board has direct jurisdiction over regulatory policies that affect
the livestock industry. Scully says one of the issues the board
will deal with in the near is brucellosis, a bacterial disease that
can effect cattle, elk and bison. Other issues involving the milk
industry and sheep are sure to arise, and will be handled based
on recommendations from Department of Livestock staff and
state veterinarians.
As Scully starts his term that will end in 2019, he says
he has no preconceived notions as to what to expect while he is
serving the Department of Livestock. “I will deal with issues as
they arrive,” he said. “Everything will be handled in a fair and
appropriate way.” When it comes to public policy, the cattle
rancher is no stranger to governmental practices. Scully served
as a legislator for many years and has an experienced legal background. Combining that with his family’s background in the
ranching industry is something Scully thinks will make him an
asset to the board. “Combining my business experience with my
legal background and interest in the industry is a good combination for problem solving that will continuously challenge the
board,” says Scully. “I am no stranger to the processes the board
uses.”
Scully welcomes the challenges of the board of livestock and is ready to use his wide array of experiences to find
solutions and create solid policies for the industry many Montana residents rely on to create a livelihood. “I am just happy to
serve on the board and I will continue to work on the significant
issues,” says Scully. “There are beginning to be more and more
conflicts between wildlife and livestock and I will continue to be
interested in those issues. It’s very important we find solutions
that can accommodate all of those areas.”

Given the short list of bills bulleted above, I have not discussed every bill tracked by the Wool Growers Association.
This is because, given that you are landowners, employers, wildlife managers, business people, water users, etc., the list of bills
of interest to our organization would consume every page of the
magazine. If you are interested in looking into bills considered
by the Legislature in more depth, you can review the bills at this
webpage:http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0217W$BAIV.
return_all_bills?P_SESS=20131.
From an agriculture lobbyist’s perspective, I thought
the session was, overall, a positive one for Montana’s agriculture industry. Even so, the reality is that the number of legislators with experience in agriculture is dropping with each legislative session that passes. For example, by my count, there is only
one Democratic Party legislator who has an operating agricultural operation, Brad Hamlett (Cascade). This lack of knowledge
of Montana’s top economic industry is making it increasingly
difficult for agriculture associations like ours to get our legislative agendas enacted. In addition, due to term limits, the num7

commodity brokers and rising demand for cereal crops. When
Milton started farming 30 years ago, feed cost between £120 and
£140 a ton; now it is double that. Fertilizer was £120 a ton compared with £350 now. A liter of diesel was 15p; now it is 70p.
And even the highest recent prices farmers have been able to
command – £80 to £85 a lamb – is still only what they made in
the 1980s. Price-conscious consumers may wonder what the
fuss is about. The price of lamb has held up relatively well in the
supermarkets, dropping around a few per cent, if that, in many
places. The falling prices paid to farmers have not been passed
on to them. Part of the problem appears to be the relatively
healthy prices British lamb farmers have been able to command
since the industry recovered from the bluetongue and foot-andmouth crises that devastated flocks in 2007. Since then, after
years of rising prices, the supermarkets have looked to source
product elsewhere and last year struck massive contracts with
New Zealand farmers, who want to sell an extra million lambs
worldwide, many into Europe. British farmers cannot compete
with their antipodean rivals on price. New Zealand famously has
more sheep than people. Regulations governing lamb production
are less restrictive and prime grazing land is cheaper in New
Zealand than in Britain. The influx of New Zealand lamb comes
as many British farmers are bringing their lambs to market, having held back over the winter due to poor prices and atrocious
weather. "There's a glut," confirmed Charles Sercombe, chairman of the National Farmers Union's livestock board. "Supply is
outstripping demand."
In a decent year, British farmers could hope to export
their way out of trouble. Britain is a net exporter of lamb (some
30% goes abroad) and European countries such as Spain and
France prize the meat highly. "The austerity measures in the
eurozone are really having an effect," Sercombe said. "Eurozone
countries are buying fewer lambs. Spain isn't buying any of our
light lambs now." Indeed, for the first time in living memory,
Spain is actually exporting its lambs, which places further
downward pressure on prices.
Some retailers, notably Sainsbury's, have agreed to pay
higher prices for some of the lamb they buy from British farmers. But the retail giants stand accused of not passing the price
drop on to the consumers. "The benefits the supermarkets are
taking from us should be passed to the housewife," said Rowland. "If the price drop was passed on, more consumers would
buy lamb and find out for themselves what a great, nutritious
meat it is." "We've had guys come in the last couple of years
who are going to be ruined by this catastrophe," he added. "This
is a tough business. We really need young blood coming in."

Fears over Future of UK Lamb Farming as Prices
Fall and Imports Soar
www.guardian.co.uk
Jamie Doward
Spring lambs occupy a special place in Britain's rural
idyll. As animal and meat, lamb is vested with huge symbolism,
celebrated in hymns, nursery rhymes and oil paintings. Shakespeare uses the animal for both metaphor and simile. It is the
meat to which an increasingly multicultural Britain turns for
feast days, its versatility stretching from Sunday roast to curry to
kebab. Each year Britain produces some 18 million lambs for
slaughter. As Mrs. Beeton observed: "Of all wild or domesticated animals, the sheep is, without exception, the most useful to
man as a food." Yet lamb is increasingly seen as a luxury, more
expensive than pork, beef or poultry. Despite this, farmers have
seen the price they are paid for their animals plunge, so much so
that they are now losing £29 for each lamb they sell. Whereas
last year they received up to £4.40 a kilo, the price has dropped
to around £3.20, making it uneconomic for many to remain
within the industry. "If prices continue like this for the next 12
months, people won't be able to afford to stay in sheep farming,"
said Colin Rowland, a sheep farmer in Tiverton, Devon. As a
result, remote tracts of countryside that can be used only for
sheep grazing will be left to go to scrub. Britain's countryside
will be changed forever as the next generation of sheep farmers
seeks alternative employment.
Despite the price drop, shoppers are still paying anything between £8 and £12 a kilo for the meat. The glaring disjunction has prompted farmers to warn that shoppers are being
ripped off by what they call "the great lamb robbery". Lamb
farmers fear for the future of their industry, hit by a combination
of bad weather delaying the release of lambs to market, a glut of
imports and a collapse in continental demand. "Our returns in
some cases have dropped by 40%," said Robin Milton, who
keeps 700 breeding ewes on the edge of Exmoor, Devon.
"Confidence in the industry is being hit hard." Around this time
last year Milton, who has been farming since 1985, was selling a
lamb for around £86. This year he is receiving between £40 and
£45. He owns his farm, so can absorb some of the pain – for
now. "If I was paying rent I would be sweating right now," he
said.
The low prices are potentially ruinous to some of Britain's 50,000 sheep farmers who, having enjoyed several years of
stable and relatively high prices, expanded their flocks, and are
now preparing for a bumper lambing season. Not that they were
making much money in the good times. A typical upland sheep
farmer has a flock of around 500 lambs and last year could hope
to make a profit of around £14 an animal – around £7,000 for
the year. Now the drop in prices means many will struggle to
turn a profit when they are facing hefty tax bills. Milton worries
not so much for himself but for the next generation. "If the returns continue to be this bad, young people are going to stop
coming into this industry," he warned. There are claims that
British farmers will cut back next year's breeding stock by 40%
as they attempt to rebalance supply and demand. But many of
the farmers' problems are outside their control. As ever in Britain, much of the crisis has been generated by the weather.
A wet 2012 saw lambs brought indoors. This meant
farmers were reliant on feed rather than pasture. The cost of feed
has been soaring due to poor harvests, market manipulation by
8

Wool with changing market demand’, says Mr Paullier.
Today Chargeurs still has an interest in top making in
Uruguay as well as in Argentina. It owns and operates a top
making plant in USA and a top making plant in China.
Chargeurs office in Biella, Italy handles all sales for the Group.
Chargeurs is a globally diversified group and is a leading player
in niche manufacturing and service markets. It operates in three
business segments: temporary surface protection, through
Chargeurs Protective Films; Technical Textiles, through
Chargeurs Interlining; and Topmaking and Combed Wool Sales,
through Chargeurs Wool. Chargeurs Wool represents a third of
Chargeurs Group that had a turnover of 524 million Euros in
2012 and remains a world leader in topmaking and combed
wool sales. Chargeurs is a public company and its objective,
according to Mr Paullier, is slightly different to a privately
owned company. ‘We cannot afford to be profitable one year
and not the next. As a public company we must avoid volatility.
Mr Paullier who has over 30 years experience in the
wool industry started his working career at the Otegui Company
in Uruguay before moving to Italy to work with the Chargeurs
Group. Mr Paullier is currently based in Montevideo, Uruguay.
‘We are developing a new structure that is focusing on operating
as a service business with a minimum investment in industrial
assets. Our focus is to work jointly with local entrepreneurs who
operate in wool producing countries. We will continue to
strengthen partnerships and supply chains with our key selective
customer base, both on the buying and selling side, together
with our well known reliable and consistent services. The excellent quality of our tops and our wide range of origins will continue to be a strategic part of our business. Our worldwide set-up
will continue to be one of our principal strengths’, says Mr
Paullier.
And what about the wool industry in general? ‘Wool
will continue to be under pressure’, says Mr Paullier. ‘It is competing not only with other fibers but also for the land space
against dairy, grain, timber, and beef meat to name the most
notable ones. We have seen a reduction in the production wool
in the different countries for the last 25 years, and the wool is
transforming more and more into a niche business. ‘We have
seen China become the largest wool consumer by far, in early
wool processing. China has a huge processing overcapacity, and
together with increasing costs and a strengthening currency,
business in China will become very competitive. ‘But I believe
wool prices will find good support and could see them strengthening in the next years. Consumption of wool in China will increase, USA and Japan are stabilizing, and Europe will come
back despite the depressed and uncertain situation they are going
through. Customers today want to keep lower stock levels and
have short term commitments. This will put additional pressure
on delivery time but maybe better prices. Reliable service and
quick response will be the key to profitable trading’. ‘Research
and development in our fiber and genetic improvements are a
must. I strongly believe in direct marketing. Educating the
sellers on retail points, in order to educate the consumers about
the properties of wool fiber, which are unbeatable and sustainable, and more promotion of wool will make a difference’, concludes Mr Paullier.

5\R Stock Dogs
REAL dogs bred by a
REPUTATION breeder always
READY to work
RELENTLESS work ethic and very
RELIABLE companions

Carrie Bigelow (owner) (406)208-8576 (cell)
Marv Dunster

(406)670-3575 (cell)

(406)248-7060 (home) stockdogs5R@aol.com
326 Covert Lane Billings, MT 59105

EXCELLENCE IN PREDATOR CONTROL
New MD for Chargeurs talks about
the Groups’ future direction
www.woolnews.net
The name Chargeurs has been synonymous with wool
and particularly wool top for as long as most can remember. It is
hard to find anyone in today’s wool industry that at one stage or
another has not worked with or for Chargeurs. In the last couple
of years Chargeurs has scaled down its interests in some countries. In a recent visit to Uruguay Victor Chesky caught-up with
Mr. Federico Paullier, newly appointed Managing Director of
Chargeurs Wool, and asked him where Chargeurs is heading.
‘In recent years we have been adjusting our size and scope, in
response to production over capacity due to a reduction in demand. Particularly, 2011 and 2012, were shaped by a general
slowdown in Europe’s largest economies and a period of turbulence in Asian growth that affected Chargeurs’ main apparel
markets. This deteriorated environment led to a decrease in delivered volumes in the wool business. The Group responded
swiftly to this situation with measures to realign Chargeurs
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3 day beginner session and a 2 day advanced session. Dates for
the school will be March 15-17 and March 18-19. Enrollment
applications are being accepted and screening for enrollment to
the school will begin February 1, 2014. Space in the school is
limited so students with the support and recommendation from
sheep producers, sheep shearers or sheep specialists will be
granted preference for enrollment for the school. Montana
Wool Growers members should help themselves by identifying
individuals to recommend for the school to help in filling the
shortage of trained, skilled Montana sheep shearers. Applications for the school can be obtained by contacting Peggy Kelley
at MSU Animal and Range Sciences, 406-994-3415.

MSU Hosts Advanced Shearing School
Dr. Lisa Surber
The annual Montana State University Extension sheep
shearing school was held on March 16 and 17 at the Red Bluff
Research station. The focus of the 2013 school was to provide
advanced instruction to graduates of prior schools and assist
individuals who have decided to pursue sheep shearing for hire
become more skilled in the trade. An added bonus to the 2013
school was the opportunity for two of the students to be chosen
by the instructor team to receive a full set of shearing gear to
help them get a jump start in the business. The equipment was
provided by support received from a grant from the National
Sheep Industry Improvement Center. The grant provided similar
awards to shearing schools in North and South Dakota as well.
Recipients of this equipment were Mr. Eric Stedje and Mr. Ben
Roeder. Both of these individuals are committed to the industry
and the instructors were confident these individuals will provide
growers with shearing services for many years.
A full shearing school is planned for spring 2014 with a

Gordon & Marilyn Darlinton-Three Forks, MT
Farm Credit Services-Miles City, MT
Farmers Elevator-Circle, MT
First Interstate Bank-Billings, MT
First State Bank-Malta, MT
Fred Wacker Agency-Miles City, MT
Rachel Frost-Livingston, MT
Hawkins Veterinary Service-Dillon, MT
Hinnaland Trucking Inc.-Circle, MT
Holiday Inn Express-Miles City, MT
Insurance Store, Inc.-Baker, MT
Jim Hoover-Columbus, MT
Roger King-Augusta, MT
Kopren Sheep Shearing-Bison, SD
Rodney Kott-Bozeman, MT
Arville & Elaine Lammers-Shawmut, MT
Lazy AM Ranch, Inc.-Richey, MT
Lewistown Honda-Lewistown, MT
Matador Ranch-Malta, MT
Don McKamey-Great Falls, MT
Marcha Labs-Terry, MT
Lucille Molinari-Hamilton, MT
Montana Ag Credit-Helena, MT
Montana Farm Bureau Federation-Bozeman, MT
Montana Trappers Assn.-Ovando, MT
Jim Moore-Stanford, MT
North Valley Grazing District-Glasgow, MT
Phalen Ranch Company-Ismay, MT
Stuart & Virginia Reynolds-Havre, MT
Reynolds Market-Miles City, MT
Selle Livestock-Billings, MT
Lisa Surber-Bozeman, MT
Tradewinds Shopper-Jordan, MT
Maurice Tunby-Baker, MT
Rolph Tunby-Plevna, MT
Watts and Associates-Billings, MT
Western Ranch Supply-Billings, MT
Westfeeds, Inc.-Billings/Miles City, MT
Western Ranch Supply-Billings, MT

MWGA Associate Members
Please Support the Businesses Supporting Our Industry
Gold Level
Bank of Baker-Baker, MT
Big Dry Angus-Jordan, MT
Center of the Nation Wool -Belle Fourche, SD
Great Plains Wool Company-Bighorn, WY
Montana Livestock Ag Credit-Helena, MT
Miles City Chamber of Commerce, Miles City, MT
Public Auction Yards-Billings, MT
Stockman Bank-Miles City, MT
Silver Level
Animal Health International-Greely, CO
Braaten Sheep Shearing-Stanford, MT
Debby Cornwell-Glasgow, MT
First Interstate Bank-Miles City, MT
Hilary Gietzen Shearing-Minot, ND
Garfield County Bank-Jordan, MT
Babe McDonald-Cohagen, MT
McWilliams Shearing & Supplies-Miles City, MT
Miles City Livestock Commission-Miles City, MT
Northwest Farm Credit-Billings, MT
Nickels Gaming, Bob Gilbert-Helena, MT
Hipolito Sanchez-Lancaster, MO
Schuldt Services-Chinook, MT
Steadman Hardware-Miles City, MT
Waterland Shearing-Alzada, MT
Bronze Level
Anderson & Zurmuehlen & Co.-Helena, MT
Brockway Supper Club, Brockway, MT
Cayuse Livestock Co.-Melville, MT
Citizens Bank & Trust Co.-Big Timber, MT
Comfort Inn-Miles City, MT
Curtis Farm and Auto-Carquest-Circle, Plentywood, Scobey,
Wolfpoint, MT
Gene Surber and Associates-Belgrade, MT
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It’s Time to Finish America’s Farm Bill
www.thehill.com
Sen. Debbie Stabenow (D-Mich.)
Last year, in the middle of a hard-fought election, the
Senate Agriculture Committee came together in a bipartisan
way to craft a new kind of farm bill — one with major reforms
and tens of billions of dollars in spending cuts, a bill that media
outlets called a “landmark shift” and “one of the biggest policy
changes in generations.” Even more important, our work reflected our commitment to the 16 million Americans whose livelihoods depend on agriculture. However, even though last year’s
farm bill passed the Senate with overwhelming support from
both sides of the aisle, House leadership prevented the bill from
getting a vote, and the bill died. There can be no more kicking
the can down the road. We must pass a farm bill this year to
provide certainty to the 16 million Americans whose jobs rely
on agriculture. We must cut unnecessary spending. And we
must ensure that consumers will continue to have a safe, healthy
and affordable food supply.
Last year we set a goal of cutting agriculture spending
by $23 billion. This savings target is more than twice what was
recommended by the bipartisan Simpson-Bowles commission.
Passing this year’s farm bill will yield over $24 billion in total
agriculture savings. We finally eliminate direct payment subsidies, which pay farmers even in good times when they’re already doing well. Instead, we transition toward responsible risk
management that provides support only when there are weather
disasters or adverse market conditions beyond a farmer’s control. This helps prevent family farms and other businesses from
going under and protects consumers from wild swings in food
prices. The legislation also tightens payment limits in risk management programs to half of what farmers can receive under
current subsidy programs, and closes the managers loophole, to
ensure that so-called “farm managers” who aren’t actually farming don’t receive government payments. The bill also saves
money by tightening rules to prevent fraud and misuse in nutrition programs. It stops lottery winners from continuing to receive assistance, cracks down on retailers engaged in benefit
trafficking and prevents states from allowing some individuals
to claim expenses they do not have in order to get additional
benefits above what their expenses allow. By ending program
misuse we can save money without cutting standard benefits or
hurting parents who need temporary help feeding their children
during a financial crisis.
Tightening and streamlining programs not only saves
money, it gives us the flexibility to bolster key priorities. We
were able to consolidate 23 conservation programs with duplicative purposes into 13 programs while strengthening investments
in top priorities in a way that has earned praise from conservation advocates across the country. And conservationists and
farming organizations reached a landmark agreement making
conservation compliance required for crop insurance. This will
keep crop insurance strong while protecting the natural resources on which farmers rely. And, of course, the farm bill is a
jobs bill. Agriculture is a major bright spot in our economy and
the only area in which we have a trade surplus. The farm bill
invests in initiatives that boost exports, help family farmers sell
more goods locally and spur innovations in new biomanufacturing and bio-energy industries. It’s time for reform.
It’s time for bipartisanship to win out over gridlock. It’s time to
create jobs. It’s time for Congress to finish the farm bill.

Youth Range Camp Applications Available
Applications are now available for the 2013 Montana Youth Range Camp. This year’s camp will be held the
week of July 8-12 at Camp Needmore near the town of Ekalaka, Mont., and is open to all youth ages 12 -18. Students
will attend outdoor classes covering four major subjects:
water and riparian areas; soils and geology; rangeland monitoring; and wildlife and livestock grazing management. Students also receive instruction in plant identification and anatomy, and work in teams to solve a natural resource or range
management problem, presenting their solutions to a panel
of judges at the end of the week. Along with coursework,
Youth Range Camp offers opportunities for fun and recreation. Campers will have the opportunity to tour the Dinosaur
Museum. There will be an evening of wildlife demonstrations from Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks along with
campfires and other fun activities. A dance with a DJ takes
place on the last night.
Scholarships may available by contacting your local conservation district for more information. Additional
assistance and help to run the camp is being provided by
Montana DNRC and the Natural Resources Conservation
Service. Cost for the camp is $125 and includes meals,
lodging and all scheduled activities. Registration is due by
June 17. The 2013 Montana Youth Range Camp is hosted
by the Little Beaver Conservation District. For more information, contact Heidi Crum, DNRC Rangeland Program
Coordinator at (406) 444-6619, or Kodie Olsen with the Little Beaver Conservation District at (406) 778-2217 ext. 111.
For more information, including an application form, visit
the DNRC Web site at http://dnrc.mt.gov/cardd/camps/
rangecamp/default.asp. Updates on Montana Youth Range
Camp and other events can be found on the Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/MontanaRangeProgram.
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It Ain’t Easy Being an Appropriations Bill
Who Wants to Make It Through Capitol Hill
Jim Brown
MWGA Director of Public Relations
There is a Chinese proverb that says that a journey of a
thousand miles starts with a single step. Well, the good news is
that while it does not take a thousand mile journey to get an
appropriations authorization bill enacted into law in Montana, it
does require the bill to make a difficult journey, maneuvering
though multiple committees and multiple votes to get such a bill
to the Governor’s desk for his signature. And the journey does
require the Governor to sign the bill into law—a dicey proposition lately, as evidenced by the number of vetoes that have been
wielded by Governors Schweitzer and Bullock during the 2011
and 2013 legislative sessions.
As the membership of the Montana Wool Growers
Association is likely aware by now, one of the Association’s top
legislative priorities during the 2013 session was to enact legislation, HB 322, that authorized $400,000 per year for the next 6
years for the purpose of wolf and grizzly bear management and
mitigation work. If passed, the bill would have appropriated
money from the general fund to the Livestock Loss Board. In
turn, the board was authorized to contract with USDA APHIS
Wildlife Services to provide this type of mitigation work, such
as by collaring wolves and by removing grizzly bears from areas
inhabited by livestock operations. In addition, a portion of the
funding could have been used by the Livestock Loss Board to
pay out on confirmed or probable grizzly bear kills of livestock.
If signed into law, the bill would have provided funding to put in place programs called for in MT FWP’s federally
sanctioned grizzly bear management plans. That is, the funding
could have been used to implement mitigation programs designed to reduce conflict between grizzly bears and livestock
and humans. If signed into law, the bill would likely have
helped the efforts of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services to delist grizzly bears in Montana, which is slated to occur in 2015.
Clearly, since I am writing this piece in the past tense,
HB 322 was not enacted into law. HB 322 died at the last possible step in the legislative process: the Senate Finance and
Claims Committee. And the funding portion of the bill that was
included in HB 2, the general appropriations bill, was line-item
vetoed by Governor Bullock. In other words, our efforts to enact this common sense legislation went for naught.
Even so, the Wool Growers thought it would be informative for the membership to read how difficult it is, and
how many steps are required, to get funding authorization legislation passed into law by using HB 322 as an example:


























HB 322 was introduced on January 18 by Representative
Mike Cuffe (Ekalaka). The bill first went to the legislative
drafters on December 5, 2012. The bill is referred to the
House Agriculture Committee.
The bill receives a hearing on January 31, 2013. It is killed
in Committee on February 8, 2013 when every Democrat
and three Republicans vote against the bill, including Kerns
(Laurel), Lang (Malta), and Hertz (Polson).
After receiving an enormous amount of pressure from agriculture producers such as you to support the bill, Lang and
Hertz reverse their vote and move to take HB 322 off the
table. The bill passes out of House Agriculture Committee
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despite Krayton Kerns voting against us again. Many
thanks to Representatives Christy Clark (Choteau), Lee
Randall (Broadus), and Alan Redfield (Livingston) for their
help in getting this bill out of the Agriculture Committee
and out of the House.
The bill then moves to the House floor on February 18,
2013. It is amended one time by Kathleen Williams of Bozeman to provide that at least half of the money appropriated under the bill is spent for prevention programs, as opposed to paying out compensation for kills. The bill passes
with bipartisan support of 85-15.
Because the bill is an appropriations bill, the bill does not
move straight to the Senate as is the normal process. Rather, the bill is then sent for another hearing before the
House Appropriations Committee.
HB 322 passes the House Appropriations Committee on a
bipartisan vote of 21-0. The bill is amended in Committee
to cap the amount that can be appropriated at $400,000 per
year.
The bill moves back to the House floor for the second time.
The bill once again passes the House. This time the vote is
88-10.
The bill moves to the Senate where it is assigned to the
Senate Agriculture Committee.
The Senate Agriculture has a committee hearing on the bill
on March 14, 2013. The Committee passes the bill on a
bipartisan 9-0 vote. MWGA wishes to thanks Senators
Taylor Brown (Huntley), Eric Moore (Miles City), Janna
Taylor (Polson), Scott Sales (Bozeman) and Mike Phillips
(Bozeman) for their support.
The Senate debates HB 322 on March 27, 2013. The Senate overwhelmingly passes the bill 46-3. Many thanks to
Senator Scott Sales for carrying this bill on the floor for
MWGA.
Instead of being sent to the Governor for his signature after
passing both the House and Senate, because the bill is an
appropriations authorization bill, the bill is referred to Senate Finance and Claims Committee.
The Committee hearing is held on April 9, 2012.
The bill is tabled in Committee on April 10, 2012 after a
deal is reached among some Republican members on the
Committee to kill all appropriations authorization bills,
regardless of merit. Some of the Senators voting against
the bill were Jones, Rosendale, Ripley, Webb, Lewis, and
Brenden. You will recognize many of those names as
strong supporters of agriculture. Their votes against HB
322 were very disappointing. The bill is dead at this point
despite having already passed the full House and the Senate
floors.
However, a deal is reached among various Senators who
voted against HB 322 in the Senate Finance Committee to
amend HB 2, the general state spending bill, on the Senate
floor to include a one-time $500,000 appropriation for grizzly bear depredation prevention efforts. The amendment
passes the Senate easily, with bipartisan support. MWGA
thanks Senator Matt Rosendale of Glendive for his extensive work in getting this amendment drawn up and passed.
HB 2 is sent to the Governor for his signature in late April.
May 3, 2013, Governor Bullock line item vetoes the
$500,000 appropriation.

All totaled, HB 322 had four committee hearings. It passed
through three committees. The bill passed the House floor
twice and it passed the Senate floor once. Yet, despite surviving this extensive process and despite receiving strong bipartisan support, the bill never made it to the Governor’s desk. The
reality is that the legislative process is designed to make it very
easy to kill legislation, not to pass it. As evidenced above, this
is particularly true when appropriations bills, like HB 322, are
the ones at issue.

James Brown Law Firm, PLLC
Attorney At Law

Groups Sue Federal Agency after Grizzly Death
Bozeman Daily Chronicle
Associated Press
Four environmental groups are asking a federal judge
to order the temporary shutdown of a sheep research station on
the Idaho-Montana border that they say is harming the region's
grizzly bear population. The lawsuit filed Friday in U.S. District Court in Boise against the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
contends the Sheep Experiment Station is operating under a
biological opinion that states no known grizzly bear deaths have
occurred in the recent past near the station. But the groups contend that information they obtained through a Freedom of Information Act request shows that within the last eight years there
have been several grizzly bear deaths near the sheep station in
the Centennial Mountain Range. As a result, the groups want
the federal agency to complete a new biological opinion that
considers all the grizzly deaths in the area. In particular the
groups note a 392-pound male bear that was being tracked by
researchers disappeared last September from sheep station property. Its collar was later found hidden under a rock in a creek. A
single bullet cartridge was discovered near where the bear was
last detected by researchers. The groups said the cartridge was
found at the sheepherders' camp. The body of the bear was never found. "Grizzlies are dying on and near the Sheep Station as
a consequence of this government grazing," said John Meyer,
representing the groups, in a statement. "That fact cannot be
ignored any longer, and the agencies are going to have to come
up with a way to truly protect this species and consider removing sheep from the Centennial Mountains altogether."
The experimental station was established in 1918 for
breeding and grazing research. Officials at the station didn't
return a call from The Associated Press on Saturday.
"Apparently, the `experiment' is to test whether someone can
kill protected grizzlies on the Sheep Station and get away with
it," said Ken Cole of Western Watersheds Project. The other
three environmental organizations taking part in the lawsuit are
the Cottonwood Environmental Law Center, Native Ecosystems
Council and Yellowstone Buffalo Foundation. The groups are
collecting money to offer as a reward for information leading to
who killed the grizzly bear in September.

Meeting your needs in the following areas of
practice, including lobbying and
public affairs on behalf of the
Montana Wool Growers Association.
Water Law
Natural Resource Development
Energy Law
Wind Development
Business Law & Litigation
Grazing Rights Protection
Insurance Coverage
Real Estate
Tax Law
Wills, Estate Planning, & Probate
Zoning & Land Use

32 S. Ewing, STE 324
Helena, MT 59601
406-925-1745
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partments employ in excess of 5 million people. The purchase
of departmental or company uniforms creates a demand for
wool – particularly for 21 – 24 micron wool that predominantly
comes from Australia. As a department looks to cut expenditure
it will inevitably demand cheaper uniforms, and it is likely then
that the wool content will be reduced, and this will negatively
impact on wool demand.
When times are good the wool content increases. When
more accountability is being demanded from those placing such
orders the wool content will be decreased in favor of cheaper
blends and alternatives. And historically it is the garment sector
that is one of the first industries to feel the effects of such a
reigning in on expenditure. And this could have far reaching
consequence for the international supply chain. While this is
not an official line in China there is some anecdotal evidence
that the Chinese army has already asked its uniform suppliers to
make uniforms that are cheaper by reducing the wool content. It
is also noted that one of the largest government departments –
China Rail – has been separated into different agencies and the
impact of such a rapid change in operational structure and the
impact on forward orders for uniforms is not yet known. China
Rail employs in excess of 5 million people.
The anti-corruption drive has created an atmosphere
where heads of departments do not want to be seen as over
spending on anything and as such this includes the wearing of
expensive woollen suits and the use of wool carpet and furnishings in office spaces. The country’s new leader, Xi Jinping,
who took on the presidency earlier this year, has repeatedly
vowed to make tackling abuses and cutting government spending and red tape a priority. He promised to cut the government
workforce, halt spending on government offices and hotels,
freeze spending on overseas trips and official vehicles. Let’s
hope that this anti-corruption drive will have a positive effect in
doing business in China rather than a negative impact on wool
use in China into the future.

Patchy Picture from China
www.woolnews.net
Conflicting reports out of China make it very difficult
to predict what will happen in wool and textile processing and
manufacture in China this year. So says Robert Wang China
Manager for Australian Wool Testing Authority. Mr. Wang
works closely with major wool mills in China. But most would
agree that in general, top makers in China are finding it tough.
However, Mr. Wang notes, vertically integrated companies,
from raw material to finished garment are doing better, moving
finished products to Europe and the USA. He also observes that
there is a strong emphasis on very quick delivery. International
companies have clear requirements regarding such quick delivery and will not hesitate to take their business elsewhere if a
lead time is deemed too long. This is a challenge for China. It
must adjust and adapt to remain competitive. But, says Mr.
Wang, there is an air of optimism in China, particularly regarding the second half of the year. And this can be attributed, at
least in part, to the USA emerging from its deep recession.
So, is the economic miracle in China over? No, not
over, just revised! Some economists are saying the Chinese government has refocused its economy and is now set to deliver
reasonable growth – around 7% – instead of 11% as in previous
years. But even 7% growth is far more than that being experienced anywhere else in the world. And the Chinese wool industry has made some dramatic changes in the last 5 years. It has
refocused to supply a growing domestic market. The increasing
Chinese middle class, with more disposable income and a growing demand for luxury goods, is a ready market hungry for quality garments. This domestic market has provided a relief to the
industry in compensation for the lack of demand in the export
market. The local market has excellent margins but can be a
riskier business as payments are not secured by LCs (Letters of
Credit) or contracts. On the other hand, exports are very secure
with LCs but margins are small. The change of leadership in
Beijing has also indirectly slowed consumption internally in
China, as most government departments wait for further direction from Beijing and wait to see which way the wind is blowing. Let’s hope that things settle down and that it will be business as usual.

Guard Dog Pups for Sale

China Tackles Corruption –
Not Good News for Some
www.woolnews.net
Many business interest groups around the world have
welcomed the stance taken by the new leadership in China to
tackle bureaucracy, government excess and corruption. And
within China itself, to the party faithful and those not benefiting
from such excesses, it will be seen as a show of strength in party
principles and a check on extravagance. But the consequences
for such drastic cuts will be translated directly into job cuts, and
the consequential flow-on effect will be far-reaching for the
Chinese workforce. ‘Take uniforms as an example’, says Robert
Wang China Manager for Australian Wool Testing Authority.
‘The uniform industry in China is huge. There is a huge work
force, a huge army, and a huge demand for uniforms. And this
uniform manufacturing industry has been using wool as a key
component in its fabric and a reduction in blending using inferior wools has further improved quality. Some government de-

John Lehfeldt
406-670-2118
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Proudly supporting the original
“sustainable-renewable-recyclable” industry
Reliable Market Information - Two Full Service Warehouses - Year-Round Marketing Opportunities
Scott Lammers

Larry Prager

Gary Babb

Billings, Montana

Belle Fourche, SD

Belle Fourche, SD
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eral lands, extending the length of grazing leases from 10 to 20
years, amending the Antiquities Act of 1906 to ensure that there
can never be another unilateral designation by any President of
land in Montana as a “national monument”, and reforming the
Equal Access to Justice Act (EAJA) to allow for more transparency in the amounts being paid out by the federal government to
self-styled environmental groups as a result of their endless lawsuits.
In addition to the aforementioned legislative items, the
Association is working with ASI’s representatives to ensure that
the next Farm Bill, which is presently up for reauthorization,
protects and advances the sheep industry. We are doing this by
promoting those programs that mitigate risk, that enhance grant
opportunities, and that promote opportunities for young producers to start their own operations. More specifically, MWGA is
working with Senator Baucus, who is a member of the Senate
Agriculture Committee, to ensure that the Farm Bill contains
provisions that support the National Sheep Industry Improvement Center, the Loan Deficiency Program, and increasing the
spending cap for the USDA Risk Management Agency for livestock insurance. In addition, the Association is working with
Senator Baucus’ office to protect federal funding for the wool
manufacturers trust fund.
The ASI D.C. Fly-in is conducted every year in late
April or early May. The Montana Wool Growers Association
strongly urges its members, such as you, to consider joining us
on this important trip next year. The D.C. ASI fly-in is the most
effective way of directly communicating our positions on federal policies to those in charge of making those policies, and your
voice is important and needed. If you are interested in participating in the D.C trip next year, or if you have questions about
the trip, please contact Jim Brown or Greg Wichman. They will
be happy to answer your questions and to share their experiences.

Masseurs Tunby and Wichman go to
Washington: Come Back Alive
Jim Brown
MWGA Director of Public Relations

Representatives of the American Sheep Industry and
the Montana Wool Growers Association were in Washington,
D.C. recently to engage policymakers on the top issues facing
the sheep industry. Randy Tunby, President of the MWGA;
Greg Wichman, Vice President of MWGA, and Jim Brown,
Director of Government Relations, joined a large group of producers from across the country to attend the American Sheep
Industry’s (ASI) Washington Policy Summit May 6-8, 2013.
On a general level, the D.C. fly-in focused on providing the sheep industry with relief from the increasing regulatory
burden being placed on agriculture by federal agencies, protecting funding for USDA Wildlife Services, opening up trade markets for the industry’s products, supporting a 5-year reauthorization of the farm bill, and urging the delegation to sponsor or
cosponsor bills benefiting Montana’s sheep producers.
While in D.C., Randy, Greg, and Jim met personally
with Senator Baucus and Representative Daines. They also met
with Senator Tester’s agriculture aide. The meeting with Senator Baucus was a particularly memorable one as it followed on
the heels of Senator Baucus’ announcement that he would not
run for reelection. Though the discussion with Senator Baucus
focused on reauthorizing the farm bill and promoting free trade,
there was time to discuss with Senator Baucus his long service
in the Senate and his extensive work in Congress to benefit
America’s sheep industry. Senator Baucus has been a champion
of the Montana Wool Growers Association for going on five
decades, and his strong leadership for our industry in the Senate
will be missed come January, 2015.
Randy and Greg attended meetings with representatives from the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Jim met with
representatives from the BLM and the Forest Service. Jim’s
meetings focused on maintaining grazing leases in the face of
the listing of the sage grouse, the delisting of the grizzly bear,
and the lawsuits brought by Western Watersheds over bighorn
sheep habitat. Jim also communicated the fact that livestock
grazing on public lands is a beneficial use of those lands as
grazing is an important tool in reducing hazardous wildfire
fuels. During their meetings, Randy and Greg expressed the
importance of maintaining adequate funding for Montana Wildlife Services, and requested that any reductions in funding that
come about from the sequester be applied proportionately so
that Montana, Utah, Texas and Oklahoma do not a majority of
the financial hit as appears to be the situation now. Senator
Tester has been very proactive on this latter issue, and we thank
him and his staff for contacting the USDA to determine how the
sequester is impacting Montana Wildlife Service’s ability to
serve Montana’s agriculture producers.
During the congressional meetings, Montana’s congressional delegation was asked to support restoring funding for
Wildlife Services to pre-2011 funding levels. It was during that
year that Congress substantially cut Wildlife Services’ budget.
In addition, the delegation was asked to express their support to
trade officials for opening up markets in Asia, namely Japan, for
American lamb. Further, Jim, Randy and Greg asked the delegation for help on various policy related matters, including bighorn sheep, protection of livestock trailing practices across fed16

review of hunter access programs, including Block Management," the Governor said. "I want this group to reassess everything from the program's funding and effectiveness, to landowner incentives and how it can be more responsive to hunters'
needs."

Appointments to FWP Commission
Governor Steve Bullock today announced the appointment of Fish, Wildlife and Parks Commissioners, and named
Commissioner Dan Vermillion as chair. "Serving on this Commission is demanding and its members have to deal with complex and, at times, very contentious issues," Bullock said. "The
nominees are exceptional and demonstrate the high value Montanans place on preserving access to our public lands, streams
and wildlife - and the opportunities they afford to all of us."
Bullock appointed the following to the FWP Commission:
 Bob Ream, Helena. Qualification: District 1. Ream is Professor Emeritus at the University of Montana's School of
Forestry. He was a research ecologist for the US Forest
Service. Ream has served on the Commission since 2009.
(Ed Note: Bob Ream has since retired from the board).
 Richard Stuker, Chinook. Qualification: District 3. Stuker
has extensive experience in breeding and managing domestic livestock and has operated a family cattle ranch in northern Blaine County for 32 years. He has served on the Fish,
Wildlife and Parks Region 6 State Parks Search Committee,
Montana Association of State Grazing Districts, Chinook
School Board, and the Triangle Communications board.
 Matthew Tourtlotte, Billings. Qualification: District 5.
Tourtlotte is a partner at Brown Law Firm in Billings. He
earned his Law Degree from the University of Montana
Law School.
 Lawrence Wetsit, Wolf Point. Qualification: District 4.
Wetsit is the Vice President of Community Services at Fort
Peck Community College, and previously was the Marketing and PR Manager for Nemont Telephone Cooperative in
Scobey. Wetsit also served as Chairman of the Fort Peck
Tribes. He will fill the remainder of the term of A.T.
Stafne, who resigned, which ends in 2015.
 The Governor also named Dan Vermillion, Livingston, as
chair of the Commission. Vermillion is the District 2 representative, and is serving a term that ends in 2015.

Lamb Checkoff Aassesment
ASI
The final notice approving the assessment rate increase
for the Lamb Promotion, Research and Information Order was
published in the May 14 issue of the Federal Register. The new
rate will go into effect on June 13, 2013. The amendment increases the lamb checkoff assessment rate from $.005 to $.007
per pound for live sheep and lamb sold by producers, feeders
and seedstock producers. For sheep and lamb purchased for
slaughter by first handlers the rate would increase from 30 cents
to 42 cents per head. The assessment rate change will generate
about $700,000 additional funds for program activities. Funds
collected under the Lamb Checkoff Program are used for promotion, information, research and advertising of American
Lamb. The Board's expenditures for administration are limited
to 10 percent or less of total revenues. This is the first assessment rate increase in the program's decade history.
The American Lamb Board requested that USDA
amend the Lamb Promotion, Research, and Information Order
about two years ago," said Megan Wortman, Executive Director
of the American Lamb Board. "The additional resources will
allow the American Lamb Board to expand resources for the
industry and increase our efforts in research and promotion.
There are so many exciting opportunities to increase awareness
about the many benefits of American Lamb." "The industry has
gone through a challenging couple of years and the market has
shifted dramatically since the Board first requested the assessment increase," said Dan Lippert, Chairman of the American
Lamb Board. "We believe that a strong marketplace is critical to
the long term success of the American Lamb industry. We take
very seriously the responsibility of effectively investing the
industry's additional resources and will focus our time at our
June 2013 meeting on setting priorities and designing programs
to use the additional funds to help promote American Lamb and
re-build demand."

In a letter to the Commission announcing the appointments, the Governor charged the Commission with assisting the
Department of Fish, Wildlife and Park in two major undertakings: initiating a public process to develop FWP's budget for the
2015 Legislature and conducting a comprehensive review of the
agency's land holdings and acquisition policies. As part of the
budget review, Bullock asked FWP and the new Commission to
prepare a balanced budget that considers public comment and
addresses a range of issues, including licenses and fees; options
for streamlining and simplifying licenses and permits; the number and complexity of free and discounted licenses; and more
diverse and nontraditional funding sources.
Bullock's second charge to FWP and the Commission
was to undertake a critical assessment of existing land holdings
and upcoming land acquisitions, both fee and easement. This
review should consider a wide range of factors, including operation and maintenance, good neighbor policies, management
priorities, funding needs, and any other management obligations
or liabilities. The Governor noted that involving the public in
this discussion was an important element of the review process.
Bullock's letter also indicated that he plans to revitalize
the Private Lands, Public Wildlife Council, broadening its membership. "It's time we conducted a comprehensive, bottom-up
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Control of $275m Aussie Cattle
Group up for Sale

For FWP, What Goes Around,
Comes Around on the Milk River Ranch

Agrimoney.com

Missoulian
George Ochenski

Investors seeking exposure to the cattle industry in
Australia, the world's third-ranked beef exporter, have gained a
second opportunity in less than a month with the sale of a stake
in a group controlling an area nearly three times the size of Israel, and with assets of some $275m.
The Foster family which controls, North Australian
Pastoral Company, or Napco, has launched a strategic review of
its 61% stake, in which potential buyers are being sounded out
"to gauge interest" in the stake. MP Evans, the London-listed
palm oil and Australian beef group, which owns a 34% stake in
Napco, has said it will also sell its shares if the Foster family
review throws up "an acceptable proposal for a change of control". The proposal on offer the potential for gaining control of a
cattle operation covering more than 58,000 square kilometers
(14.3m acres), an area nearly twice the size of Belgium, and
nearly as big as the US state of West Virginia.
Indeed, Napco, which runs 200,000 cattle across 13
stations in the Australian states of Queensland and Northern
Territory, dwarfs the 1m-acre Brighton Downs site which beef
giant AAco has put up for sale. Brighton Downs, also in
Queensland, is up for auction next week, in a second attempt by
AAco at a sale, after an effort in 2010 failed to attract a large
enough bid for the site, which has capacity for 7,000 cattle, and
is served by 773km of internal roads. AAco is also selling a
smaller, 5,200-hectare Queensland ranch, Adelong. Meanwhile,
MP Evans has said that its other Australian beef business,
Woodlands, remains penciled in for disposal, after also failing to
sell in 2010. "It remains the board's intention to dispose of
Woodlands when market conditions are suitable," MP Evans
said last month.
The sale of Napco , which dates its history back to
1877, comes shortly after the group revealed that it had fallen
into loss last year, of Aus$5.7m, compared with a profit of
Aus$11m in 2011, a decline reflecting revaluations of both its
herd and its property, and higher feed bills. The net asset value
of Napco's assets is some $275m, according to brokers Panmure
Gordon and Peel Hunt, with the potential for it to achieve a
higher valuation including a change of control premium. For
MP Evans itself, which bought into Napco at an estimated
Aus$8 a share, the sale could bring a hefty profit, with the shares
worth about Aus$16 at net asset value, Panmure analyst Graham
Jones said.
Mr Jones restated a "buy" rating on MP Evans shares,
saying that the deal "could act as a catalyst for the shares to
move higher". He added: "Whilst MP Evans has been trying for
a number of years to acquire a majority stake in the company, it
has become increasingly clear that if this was not possible then
MP Evans would seek to sell its stake as part of controlling interest disposal with other shareholders." Peel Hunt said that "we
would expect considerable interest in the asset, given that a
number of funds from Asia and the Middle East have invested in
Australian agriculture in recent years. "Better conditions at the
start of the current year should lead to an improved result" at
Napco, the broker added, restating a "buy" recommendation on
the shares and a 550p target price.

Back in December this column predicted that the Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks was going to face a rough
time when the Legislature came to Helena thanks to some recent
controversial actions taken by the agency. Three months later,
the old saying “what goes around, comes around” is in full play
– and sure enough, the Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks is
on the receiving end.
The spark that started the blaze of resentment towards
the agency can largely be distilled to three words: Milk River
Ranch. In what can only be called an extremely shady deal, former Gov. Brian Schweitzer decided to move the acquisition of
the ranch from its last-place on the agency’s priority list to first
place through sheer political power. The agency director, Joe
Maurier, was Schweitzer’s former college roommate that he
imported from Colorado to run the department responsible for
the stewardship of Montana’s most precious public resources of
fisheries, wildlife and recreational lands. So when Schweitzer
said “jump,” Maurier didn’t pause to ask “how high?“
The sad and twisted tale of the Milk River Ranch has
been exhaustively covered in the media, but to make a long story
shorter, the department drained the Habitat Montana fund to
purchase the ranch at what many believed to be an exorbitant
price. In fact, more than 85 citizens from the surrounding area
opposed the purchase which, as one guy who grew up on Montana’s sparsely-populated Hi-Line said, “was just about everybody.” Their opposition was largely based on the high price
Schweitzer was willing to pay for the ranch that would then
drive up appraisal values for other local lands, making it even
more difficult for young people to purchase similar ranch properties in the area.
Moreover, access to the property was questionable, as
were the supposed wildlife and fisheries values on the ranch. As
one local quipped, “at the first shot, whatever elk might be there
head north over the border to Canada.” As for fisheries, well,
let’s just say the Milk River has a well-deserved reputation for
being “a mile wide and an inch deep” – which surely doesn’t
make it a destination for anglers. As a last insult, the ranch purchase did not include the archaeological and paleontological
resources, for which the ranch owners wanted a couple more
million dollars from the university system.
Despite the opposition and the calls to slow down and
take a harder look at the details, Schweitzer rushed the purchase
through the Land Board, which he chaired as governor. The
Fish, Wildlife and Parks Commission, despite hearing the same
pleas, likewise approved the purchase. The university system
tried to use research dollars to purchase the additional paleontological and archeological resources, but was precluded from
doing so because it was an illegal transfer of funds to a purpose
unrelated to the purpose for which they were originally appropriated.
Now, Schweitzer’s horrible precedent on the Milk River Ranch is coming back to bite the department – and bite hard.
A host of bills have been introduced to reel in the agency and,
while most are definitely bad policy, some actually make sense.
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Senate Bill 250, sponsored by Sen. Debbie Barrett, R-Dillon,
amends the Good Neighbor Policy’s existing but often ignored,
legal mandate that maintenance is the highest priority for the
parks, fishing access sites, and recreational lands the agency
already manages. If and when the department acquires new
lands or waters, the bill requires a certain percentage above the
purchase price to be deposited in a new revenue fund for
maintenance of those lands and waters.
While this is obviously a measure intended to slow
down land acquisition by Fish, Wildlife and Parks, there are
some very good reasons to ensure that the agency, as its first
priority, takes care of what it already has. Noxious weeds, fencing, litter and trespass are among the many maintenance issues
that must be addressed and that require funding. Continually
expanding the agency’s holdings without sufficient attention
and funding for necessary maintenance is a sure recipe for both
public backlash as well as an ever-increasing spiral of “user
fees” to generate revenue, thus pricing Montanans out of enjoying their own public recreational resources.
It’s undeniable that most of this legislature’s fish and
wildlife bills are overly harsh. But citizens and legislators looking to the long-term should appreciate the benefits of placing
maintenance as a priority over acquisition and development.
That’s just what Barrett’s bill does and why it makes sense for
Montana. George Ochenski writes a weekly column for the
Missoulian’s Monday Opinion page. He can be reached by
email at oped@missoulian.com.

of the year, sheep slaughter has reached 2.5 million head, up
98pc, or 1.2 million head, on the same period last year. Middle
Eastern markets remain the primary destination for Australian
mutton as exports in April totaled 5,105 tons swt, strengthened
by Saudi Arabia taking 1,589 tons swt (up 55pc on last year)
and the United Arab Emirates taking 1,363 tons swt (up 78pc on
last year).
China remained the largest single export destination for
Australian mutton- receiving high volumes, up 2,964 tons on
April last year to stand at 3,337 tons swt. Furthermore, MLA
sites markets to register greater year-on-year mutton export volumes in April included the US up 586 tons, at 794 tons swt,
Malaysia (up 637 tons, to 905 tons swt) and shipments to Taiwan were the highest recorded since November 2010 up 474
tons, to 849 tons swt.
Sheepmeat Council of Australia (SCA) chief executive
officer, Ron Cullen, said fundamentally export demand should
remain firm for the next quarter given there had been a reasonable drop in the Australian dollar. Mr. Cullen said there had been
a record numbers of sheep slaughtered due to the fall off in seasonal conditions which meant there was a lot more product
available at reduced rates. However, he expects there will be a
fall in the number of stock being offered as the "savage clearances" had already been carried out. "We have had a bit of rain
around the place and I am hoping this may bring on enough feed
to slow down the wave of stock that has been coming through,"
Mr. Cullen said. Mr. Cullen said SCA has always been bullish
about the opportunities for sheepmeat worldwide. "The thing
that has been hurting our industry is the high Australian dollar
and with that coming down we will be able to capitalize on
more export opportunities," he said. Mr. Cullen said Asia and
the Middle East were growing markets that were hungry for
Australian sheep meat products. He said while China was a
growing market for Australian sheepmeat, this was impeded by
trade barriers and competition from New Zealand.
On the home front, butchers reported relatively strong
lamb sales for the month of April, despite being slightly weaker
year-on-year, according to MLA's butcher survey conducted by
Millward Brown. Of the 150 survey respondents, around 32pc
of butchers recorded lamb sales as either 'very good' to
'excellent', this was seven percentage points lower than the same
time last year.

Australian Lamb Exports Hit Record High
www.stockjournal.com.au
Cara Jeffery
Widespread dry conditions have bolstered Australian
lamb exports to a record high of $271 million for the first quarter of 2013. According to Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS)
data this record was up 9 per cent on the first quarter of 2012
and 20pc on the five year average. Meat and Livestock Australia (MLA) reported the surge in first quarter lamb exports was
underpinned by deteriorating seasonal conditions coming into
winter for finishing stock, resulting in increased lamb throughput.
Contributing to the massive return was strong trade to
the US (up 7pc year-on-year) at $80 million, combined with
record breaking export value to the Middle East and Greater
China, both up 40pc year-on-year to $74 million and $40 million, respectively, according to MLA. Those three export destinations dominated trade accounting for 71pc of total export volume and 72pc of export value. Recent ABS data showed lamb
slaughter reached a new record for the 2013 first quarter of
5,328,000 head, up 14pc on the 2012 March quarter and 13pc on
the five-year average. As further testament to growers reducing
flock numbers in light of the ongoing dry is the huge 80pc increase in mutton export volumes for the first four months of
2013.
According to Department of Agriculture Fisheries and
Forestry (DAFF) data, mutton exports have reached 54,293 tons
swt, an 80pc (24,059 tons) increase on the same period last year
and up 29pc on the five-year average. This followed another
large month for export mutton in April, of 14,130 tons swt, up
7,521 tons on April last year and up 4,759 tons on the five-year
average, according to DAFF. MLA reports since the beginning

Quarterly performance for lamb:
 Australian lamb exports at record high of $271 million.
 US takes $80 million worth of AU lamb
 $40m of AU lamb exported to China
 Middle East imports $74m of AU lamb
 Over 5.3 million lambs slaughtered
Quarterly performance for mutton:
 80pc rise in mutton export volumes
 2.5 million sheep slaughtered, up 98pc on same time last
year
 China remains largest single export destination for AU mutton
 Middle East primary market for AU mutton
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2013 Miles City Bucking Horse Sale
Shearing Contest
The 2013 sheep shearing again brought good rains to
much of Eastern Montana. The contest was held in Miles City
on June 18th in conjunction with the world famous Bucking
Horse Sale. Twenty nine shearers from Oregon to Maryland
competed in three divisions on their way to qualifying to represent America at the international Golden Shears. Shearers are
graded on a combination of quality while shearing, time, and
quality of the sheep after shearing. A big thank-you to Dave
Ruth Hinnaland and Hinnaland Trucking for providing and
transporting a very good set of yearling ewes for the contest.
Wining the professional division for the shearers this
year was Loren Opstedahl, Piedmont, SD with a score of 42.51.
Mark Hoogendorn of Rock Rapids, IA was a close second with a
43.03 and Alex Moser of Larchwood, IA and Mike Hagens of
Mandan, ND rounded out the top 4. Alex was selected by the
judges to have sheared the best pen. Emily Chamelin of Westminster, MD took top honors and best pen in the intermediate
shearers, while Brandon Braaten of Melstone, MT and Terrance
Pelle of Belle Fourche, SD took second and third. In the novice
division, Parker Throckmorton of Rupert, ID claimed top prize
and Tyler Wilde of Carey, ID and Sara Klaboe of Miles City
rounded out the field.
The Miles City contest is one of two qualifying contests
for wool handlers to qualify for the Golden Shears. Handlers are
judged on how well they skirt the fleece as it comes off the
sheep, throwing the fleece, time, and sorting the wool correctly
into lines. This year’s winners where Amanda Cantrell of Buhl,
ID, Midy ? of New Zealand, Leann Brimmer of Biddle, MT and
Mike Schuldt of Miles City.
Thank you to all the volunteer wool judges, floor judges, behind the pen judges, timers, wool handlers, announcers,
and sheep wranglers. A special thank you to Ralph McWilliams
and Mike and Cheryl Schuldt who pulled this together. A big
thank to all the donors for the contest:
 Miles City Chamber
 Northwest Farm Credit
 Hipolito Sanchez
 Garfield County Bank
 Miles City Livestock Commission
 Montana Ag Credit
 Center of the Nation Wool
 Great Plains Wool
 Nickels Gaming Parlor
 First Interstate Bank
 Big Dry Angus
 Stockman Bank
 American Sheep Industry
 Montana Woolgrowers
 Waterland Shearing
 Hilary Gietzen
 Braaten Shearing

Leann Brimmer gathers a fleece for throwing in the wool handling contest.

Terrance Pelle shears as Sally Hawea of New Zealand works
wool and Kelsey Gibbs judges.

This years crowd of spectators was the biggest yet with
around 250 people watching the finals. Make sure you plan on
attending this event next year and help celebrate the end of
shearing season and the beginning of the monsoon season in
Miles City.

Dr Rodney Kott and ASI wool consultant Role Cole judge fleeces for the wool handling competition.
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August 24, 2013
Montana Columbia Sheep Assoc’s
Annual Show & Sale:
At the Fairgrounds Pavilion
Lewistown, MT
FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Raina Blackman (406) 235-4227
Scott and Raina Blackman
Secretary MT Columbia Asso.
Wolf Creek, MT
235-4227
Kathy Hochstrat
White Sulphur Springs
547-3866 or 547-4199
Doug and Logan Pierce
Harlowton, MT
632-4419 or 220-3466

Prairie Island Columbias
Sun River, MT
264-5426

Montana Aerie
Great Falls, MT
788-3264

Pat and Bev Gibbs
Jordan, MT
557-2852

Gene and Mary Langhus
Big Timber, MT
932-4718 or 930-0068

Luanne Wallewein
Timber Coulee
937-2775

Doug Hitch
Hobson, MT
423-5651
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putting the finishing touches on the rest of the activities, but
have already had a good deal of interest from people for this
event. Jack is trying to line a pontoon boat up for us and Mike
and Cheryl Schuldt are bringing their boat up from Miles City.
So bring your fishing gear, guns, canoes, boats, skis, kids, and
plenty of lamb. I would advise bringing plenty of potable water
from home unless you want to experience the wonderful curative
effects of water on the Little Dry. As this years camp is no host,
bring everything to feed the family and we’ll serve it potluck as
we always do. Dave McEwen and I will be able to cook about
anything you bring or can catch.

MWGA Summer Campout
The annual Montana Woolgrower Summer Campout
will be held on July 25-28 on the East shore of Fort Peck Lake.
The July date was selected because, if you’ve ever been in Garfield County in June in a wet year you know you’r not getting
far off the pavement. The event will be held at the Nelson Creek
Campground on the C. M. Russell Wildlife Refuge. The
campground is on the East side of Fort Peck Lake and found
approximately 15.5 miles north on Hwy 24 which runs between
Hwy 200 and Glasgow. The site has several vaulted toilets, picnic tables, a good boat ramp, and a very good gravel road. As
this is a first come, first serve campground, I will be getting a
special use permit to reserve part of the campground. As my
name is on the permit, PLEASE DO NOT SHOOT THE PRAIRIE DOGS IN CAMP. Jack will find us plenty of dogs to shoot.

A JEWEL OF THE PLAINS
Standing majestically atop the rolling prairies of Eastern Montana, the Fort Peck Theatre is one of the state’s most
magnificent treasures. Originally built in 1934 as only a temporary structure, its beauty and sound construction have weathered
an incredible 75 years. Today it is a vibrant, vital part of community and culture for residents and visitors alike.
Design and construction of the Theatre was carried out
by the United States Army Corps of Engineers. It was a laborintensive project which integrated the New Deal arts and crafts
tradition with a Swiss chalet motif. Many elaborate, decorative
appointments can be found both inside and out. Overhead in the
auditorium the hand crafted light fixtures are some of the finest
examples of 1930’s artisanship seen today. Created locally in the
Corps of Engineers shop, the fixtures were built by hand, using
metal strapping and hand-blown glass. Also of note are the massive, hand-hewn beams that span the width of the auditorium.
Each is nearly two feet thick and 74 feet long. Proudly perched
atop the highest point of the Fort Peck Theatre is a beautiful
weather vane, specifically designed for the Theatre and included
in the architect’s original drawings. It is still in fine shape today,
even after 70 years of service, and remains a testament to the
craftsmen and construction of the period.
On Friday, November 16, 1934, only 9 short months
after construction was begun, the Fort Peck Theatre opened its
doors as a movie house, showing The Richest Girl in the World,
starring Miriam Hopkins and Joel McCrea. During “The Dam
Days”, movies ran 24 hours a day, seven days a week, often with
every one of the 1,209 seats filled. People sometimes stood in
lines seven blocks long to purchase tickets. The adult admission
price was 40 cents on the main floor, 30 cents in the balcony.
Children attended for a dime. During this time, the population of
the area in and around Fort Peck was over 50,000 and an evening at the movies was a special event for young and old alike.
During the 1960’s, many changes occurred in and
around Fort Peck, including the demolition and removal of many
buildings and homes. At that time, a group of local people feared
that the theatre would fall victim to demolition as well. From
this concern grew a desire to save the building by making it productive again. To achieve this goal, The Fort Peck Fine Arts
Council, Inc. was born. This group of dedicated, determined
individuals has cared for the building ever since, owning it since
1987. Acknowledging the significance of this Montana treasure,
the Fort Peck Theatre was placed on the National Register of
Historic Places in 1983. Originally built with a Vaudeville-type
stage, four dressing rooms and a lighting system, the Theatre
today remains much the same.

Campers will be able to come in on Thursday night and
stay through Sunday afternoon, as they desire. All local producers are invited to supper on Friday night. We will tour Dave and
Ruth Hinnaland’s operation Saturday morning. Saturday afternoon will have three options: attending the Fort Peck Summer
Theater, prairie dog hunting with supper at the Brockway Social
Club, or fishing. In addition to boating, fishing, shooting, and
having a good time, the following article offers a good overview
of the Ft. Peck Theater located 40 miles to the North. I’m still
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However, working with a logical and careful plan for
restoration and preservation, the building, now showing many of
its 75 years, is returning to its original grandeur. 40 years after
its construction, the stage was extended to accommodate the
needs of live productions. In 1995, the exterior was painted,
restoring the deep brown color to the walls and the vivid accents
of yellow, blue and green that first greeted its patrons in 1934.
Today, the Fort Peck Theatre stands tall and beautiful,
ready to entertain this and future generations. Under the care of
devoted volunteers and loyal supporters, its beauty is restored
and it remains a significant part of Montana life.

semi-desert with only a deep canyon river flowing through it,
the Krebs family annually hauled one million gallons of water to
their sheep during this time. Their operation ran only terminal
sires and they bought all their replacement females mostly in
Montana. The biggest change to the sheep industry in the basin
was the completion of Grand Coulee Dam. There are now one
million acres under irrigation that used to all be sheep range.
When the grass started to grow in Montana, the Union
Pacific railroad was contacted at least a week prior to moving.
Every rail car had to be cleaned and disinfected prior to loading.
All sheep entering Montana had to have the owner’s brand and a
red “S” paint brand. The double deck cars would hold 200 ewes
and their lambs. Each year five bands of ewes with their lambs,
all the dogs, horses, camp wagons, and the herders were loaded
for the trip north.
The trains were unloaded at Spotted Robe between
East Glacier and Browning and the sheep were trailed across the
Two Medicine Bridge on their way to pasture. Two bands were
run as far north as Chief Mountain. Herders were a mix of Irish,
Basque, Navaho, and Mexican. After weaning, ewes were
bucked in the north and they tried to have everyone home for
Thanksgiving.
In early years, lambs were shipped sold to Swift and
Company and shipped to Chicago. One thing people forget
about raising grass fat lambs is the amount of shrink. Lambs
would be shipped at 100 pounds and yield a 41 pound carcass.
This fundamentally led to the feeding of lambs prior to slaughter
in the U.S. Superior Farms led to many changes in how western
lambs were processed. They were the first lamb packer on the
West Coast and the first to cryovac meat. These changes, along
with refrigerated trucking, led to a reduced need for transhumance.
Their reason for closing out the Browning operation
was two-fold. The railroads became increasingly uncooperative
when shipping. Railroads would ship the ewes home for free, if
you shipped your fat lambs east with them. When they discontinued this practice, it became infeasible to ship that far. The
second reason was the listing of the Grizzly bear and all the
restrictions and complications it brought to that area. So having
started the operation in 1927, the Krebs family closed out their
Montana operation by selling it in 1976 and a piece of history
was gone forever.

The Music Man
Runs July 26 thru August 11, Friday and Saturday Night, $17
Adults and Seniors, $12 Students
Con man Harold Hill travels to the small town of River
City, Iowa to earn his fortune. He decides to convince the town
that they need a boys' band and then plans to run away once the
boys have paid for instruments and uniforms. He even claims to
be a professor of music. His scheme is moving along perfectly
until Harold falls in love with the town piano teacher, Marian.
Even though she knows that he's a con man, she still loves him
for the hope that he brought to the town. Harold, on the other
hand, is inspired by Marian's goodness, reveals his secrets to the
town and becomes an honest man.

Trails, Rails, and Trucks
Clint Krebs
Heppner, OR
Transhumance is defined as people moving with their
sheep seasonally. The Krebs family followed their sheep
through the year from Columbia Basin in Oregon to the Front
Range of the Rockies in Montana. Current American Sheep
Industry President, Clint Krebs, gave a pictorial history at the
2012 MWGA Convention of his family’s journey using digitally
restored photos from the 1940’s through the 1960’s.
In 1927, the Krebs family purchased a sheep operation
in the area near Browning, Montana to produce a superior grass
fat lamb by giving them two springs, one in the Columbia Basin
and one in Montana. Ewes were shorn in January after lambing
and spent their first spring in the Columbia River Basin. Being
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In Memory
The Montana Woolgrower’s Memorial Fund
The Montana Woolgrower Memorial Fund (official name
“Educational and Research Endowment Fund”) was established in
1983 when over $100 was sent to the association in memory of
Miles City sheepman/wool buyer, Duncan McDonald. A savings
account was established for such a purpose and others, wanting to
remember longtime sheepmen, be they friends or relatives, made
similar donations.
In 1984 the Board filed the necessary papers to make such
gifts tax deductible and a three-person board was appointed to oversee the account. The original board consisted of Don McKamey,
Bill Lehfeldt, and Ralph Dreyer.
Funds must be used for educational or research purposes
only and cannot be used for expenses of the Woolgrowers Association. The present board consists of Jim Whiteside, chairman, John
Baucus, and Bob Lehfeldt.
Those wishing to make a donation should make the check
out to Montana Woolgrower Association Memorial Fund and send
it to the Helena office. You will receive a receipt and if the memorial donation is sent in memory of someone, that person’s family
will also receive an acknowledgement.

Daniel Ray Korth
Daniel Ray Korth, 59, of Blackfoot, Idaho, affectionately known as Dangerous Dan Korth, passed away at high
noon, with his boots on after a good fight with cancer on
Wednesday, Aug. 15, 2012, at the home of his sister with his
family at his side in Blackfoot. A memorial service get together
with family and friends will be held at noon on Saturday, Aug.
18 at the David Korth residence, 511 N. 3400 E. in Lewisville,
Idaho. A memorial service in Danny's memory was held in
Challis, Idaho on Sept. 22. Arrangements were under the direction of Hawker Funeral Home in Blackfoot. Condolences may
be sent to the family at condolences@hawkerfuneralhome.com.

Earl Francis Wolfe
Earl Francis Wolfe, 96, passed on to greener pastures
Feb. 19, 2013. Earl was born in Box Elder near Sheridan, Wyo.
where the Wolfe family farmed until 1935. When the drought
came they were forced to seek a more forgiving landscape and
moved to a farm near St. Ignatius. With World War II fast upon
us, he received his draft orders in the spring of 1941 and after
the harvest in the fall, joined the Army and ended up in the
South Pacific, attaining the rank of Sergeant. He was well respected and as many young soldiers of his time, risked his life
for our nation and the freedom it represented around the world.
Upon the wars end in 1945 he returned to Montana to
work the land with his mom and step-father. In 1947 he took the
opportunity to go to Alaska where he signed on with the National geographic Survey as a cook. The National Geographic Survey, at that time, was exploring Northern Alaska for oil and other minerals. He spent three seasons with them. He often told
stories of this adventure, he said when the crew started to gripe
about the food he just told them, “If they didn’t like the grub,
they could go across the street.”
In 1952 he married Anna Martin from Florence. In
1956 they purchased the old Hickey place west of Victor, located on Pleasant View Road. Earl and Anna were in love with the
farm life and raised cows and sheep. They stayed there until
1972 then moved their property on the Eastside Highway near
Old Bailey Lane where they continued to raise sheep and White
Park cattle. Earl, over the years, became an institution in the
valley. He put up hay on shares and made lasting friendships
with the local landowners. He was active in the Farm Bureau
and Montana Wool Growers Association. If you went to the fair
then you probably saw the little “sheep busters” riding his ewes.
To say that Earl was the salt of the earth is truly an
understatement. His example of leading an honest life and surrounding yourself with good friends has left an indelible mark

Guy Jacob Sowers
Sieben Live Stock Co.
Sieben Ranch Co.
Isabell Devlin
The William H. Lehfeldt and Barbara J. Lehfeldt
Revocable Living Trust
Sieben Live Stock Co.
Sieben Ranch Co.
Dick Wolstein
Sieben Live Stock Co.
Sieben Ranch Co.
Pachy Burns
The William H. Lehfeldt and Barbara J. Lehfeldt
Revocable Living Trust
Sieben Live Stock Co.
Sieben Ranch Co.
Yvonne Arnold
Sieben Live Stock Co.
Sieben Ranch Co.
Ralph Doely
The William H. Lehfeldt and Barbara J. Lehfeldt
Revocable Living Trust
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on all of us who know and loved him. He would be the first to
drop his own work to help someone in need. Earl was proceeded in death by his parents, Atti Chesmore and Roy Wolfe; brother Howard Wolfe; sisters Jean Lea, Helen Lebert, and wife Anna. He is survived by step-sons Andy Martin, Walt Martin and
step-daughter Nell Jean Kitzan as well as immediate family sisters, Mary Johnson, Emily Linier and Lena Wolfe. He leaves
big shoes to fill and will be missed by all who knew him.

gan established a day of remembrance for those soldiers who
died during the Civil War. May 30, 1868, was the day designated for this observance and flowers were placed on the graves of
the fallen soldiers of both the Union and Confederate Armies.
New York was the first state to officially recognize this observance in 1873 and in 1971 with the passage of the National
Holiday Act; Memorial Day was designated as the last Monday
of May.
Now for many of us, the Civil War, the SpanishAmerican War, WWI, WWII, and the Korean War are ancient
history. The Vietnam War a fading memory. But with the recent
Operations Desert Storm, Enduring Freedom, and Iraqi Freedom
we, the American people have once again been thrust into a position of remembering those who are fighting and dying today.
I, like my grandfathers, father, uncles and aunt before
me, am a veteran. I am and was proud of serving in the Armed
Forces. I served in the Army from 1985 to 1994. I was in Operation Desert Storm/Shield. I know what Memorial Day is about.
I have two brothers who are currently serving. One
brother is serving in the Navy in Italy. My youngest brother,
who is currently serving in the Army, is right now in Iraq supporting and defending his fellow soldiers. I know what Memorial Day is about.
Memorial Day for all soldiers is embodied in the words
of the oath that you first take when you enlist into the service of
the country:
I DO SOLEMNLY SWEAR (OR AFFIRM) THAT I
WILL SUPPORT AND DEFEND THE CONSTITUTION OF
THE UNITED STATES AGAINST ALL ENEMIES, FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC; THAT I WILL BEAR TRUE FAITH
AND ALLEGIANCE TO THE SAME; AND THAT I WILL
OBEY THE ORDERS OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES AND THE ORDERS OF THE OFFICERS APPOINTED OVER ME, ACCORDING TO REGULATIONS
AND THE UNIFORM CODE OF MILITARY JUSTICE. SO
HELP ME GOD.
This oath taken by each and every soldier exemplifies
the reason why soldiers do what they do each and every day.
Soldiers are defenders of the same principles that made this
country great. They stand as Patriots to defend and protect the
ideals and sentiments espoused in the Constitution of the United
States. Soldiers bear true faith and allegiance to that document
and they work, and live, within the Codes of Military Justice.
Soldiers also obey the orders of the President of the United
States and the Officers appointed over them. These truths are
self evident in the everyday lives of soldiers.
Now, as we see our fellow citizens arrive back from a
foreign land, we should not forget those words that each and
every soldier spoke upon enlistment. Because when we look
upon a returning soldier from conflict, a disabled veteran, or a
grave marker – those words should ring in your conscience.
Remember those that gave their lives, so that we may
continue to live in freedom as spelled out in the Constitution of
the United States and the Declaration of Independence . . . Lest
we forget.

Ralph Woyen Doely
Ralph Woyen Doely, 85, passed away peacefully
March 9, 2013, at Stillwater Billings Clinic surrounded by his
family. He was born on the family farm in Rapelje, Mont., on
Nov. 19, 1927, to Henry and Minnie Doely. Ralph graduated
from Rapelje High School in 1946 and married Bonita Isakson
on April 27, 1952. They made a life together farming and ranching in Rapelje where he raised winter wheat, spring wheat, barley, cattle, sheep and chickens. He enjoyed the great harvests
just as much as he loved fencing, picking rock and cleaning the
eggs. Ralph and Bonnie moved to Columbus in 2006 and they
celebrated 60 years together in 2012.
Ralph’s passion was the outdoors whether it was harvesting winter wheat, gardening with his grandkids and greatgrandkids, or helping a neighbor in need. He enjoyed helping at
the Bull Test sales, gardening, reading and sharing stories. You
could always count on him to have a remedy for every ailment
for your health, farm or garden. Ralph lived simply and loved
deeply. His hallmark was the unconditional love that he showed
to everyone he knew, especially his wife Bonnie, his children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. He took great joy in
teaching his grandkids how to drive, to care for bum lambs, to
shoot gophers, and how to till, plant and harvest a garden under
his care. Ralph was preceded in death by his father, Henry
Doely; his mother, Minnie Doely; his sister Marion Petersen;
and his son-in-law, Mike Williams. He is survived by his wife,
Bonnie Doely of Columbus; his sisters, Evelyn Wilcox and
Mary Lou Sheets; his brother, Hank Doely; three children, Roger (Wendy) Doely, Debbie (Leo) McDonnell, Mark (Karen)
Doely; his grandchildren, Steve (Lindsay) Williams, Buffy
(Tom) Chamberlin, Darcy (Victor) Goni, Kelsey (Steve) Bennett, Matt (Sarah) Doely, Jenny (Mitch) Auer, Josh (Leslie)
Doely, and Krysta Doely; and 15 great-grandchildren.
Services were held at the Columbus Evangelical
Church on Saturday, March 16, at 2 p.m. There was a private
burial for the family at the Columbus Cemetery. Smith Funeral
Chapel was in charge of arrangements and cremation has taken
place. Memorials may be made to the Rapelje Community
Scholarship fund or to the Stillwater Billings Clinic.

The Oath of the Soldier
A Memorial Day Observance Speech
Johnny Q. Gogue III
For most it is a three-day weekend, filled with bar-bque’s and picnics . . . A time to get away from the normal humdrum of the week. For other’s it’s the beginning of summer, a
time to look towards the long lazy days and a time to plan your
summer get-a-ways. Though for some, Memorial Day holds a
special significance.
On May 5, 1868, an order issued by General John Lo25

Breeder’s Directory
Columbia
MONTANA COLUMBIA SHEEP ASSN.
Raina Blackman
2925 Craig Frontage Road
Wolf Creek, MT 59648
(406) 235-4227
lsbrmb@mt.net
CRAGO FAMILY RANCH
Mark and Jennifer Crago
22 Maki Hill Road
Columbus, MT 59019
(406) 322-9935
markcrago@netzero.net
DOUGLAS HITCH
P.O. Box 368
Hobson, MT 59452
(406) 423-5651
dhitch@itstriangle.com
GROVES RANCH
Quality Columbia Ewe Lambs
Heron, MT 59452
erdoclamb@hotmail.com
HOCHSTRAT COLUMBIAS
Kathy Hochstrat
4021 Highway 12
White Sulphur Springs, MT 59645
(406) 547-3866
horsehu@itstriangle.com
LANGHUS COLUMBIAS
Gene and Mary Langhus
147 Main Boulder Road
Big Timber, MT 59011
(406) 932-4718
langhussheep@mtintouch.net
www.langhussheep.com
LOGAN AND DOUG PIERCE
P.O. Box 134
Harlowton, MT 59036
(406) 632-4419
TIMBER COULEE COLUMBIAS
Luanne Wallewein
P.O. Box 129
Sunburst, MT 59482
(406) 937-2775
wallywld@northerntel.net

Contact MWGA if you would like to be listed here
Hampshire
DAVID AND JENNIFER BRECK
P.O. Box 1331
Big Timber, MT 59011
(406) 932-6404
breckmt@mtintouch.net
EDNA ENGLERT
114 Bridger Fromberg Road
Bridger, MT 59014
(406) 662-3236
Rambouillet
HELLE RAMBOUILLETS
John Helle
1350 Stone Creek Road
Dillon, MT 59725
(406) 683-6686
jhelle64@gmail.com
www.finewoolsheep.com
LEHFELDT RAMBOUILLETS
Bob, Marie, Ben, and Jamie Lehfeldt
P.O. Box 175
Lavina, MT 59046
(406) 636-2731
levi@midrivers.com
Shropshire
CRAGO FAMILY RANCH
Mark and Jennifer Crago
22 Maki Hill Road
Columbus, MT 59019
(406) 322-9935
markcrago@netzero.net
South African Meat Merino
GENE AND MARY LANGHUS
147 Main Boulder Road
Big Timber, MT 59011
(406) 932-4718
langhussheep@mtintouch.net
www.langhussheep.com
Suffolk
MONTANA SUFFOLK ASSN.
296 Wyttenhove Lane
Miles City, MT 59301
(406) 232-1060
www.mtsuffolksheep.org
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HEART LAZY P SUFFOLKS
Dana Penrod
51 Perkins Lane
Miles City, MT 59301
(406) 234-2648
heartlazyp@midrivers.com
wwwheartlazypsuffolk.com
KNUTSON SUFFOLK
Kim Knutson
P.O. Box 250
Clyde Park, MT 59018
(406) 578-9175
kimssuffolks@yahoo.com
www.knutsonsuffolks.com
McKAY SUFFOLKS
Bill McKay/Scott McKay
(406) 866-3368/(406) 799-5398
P.O. Box 71
Ulm, MT 59485-0071
http://mckaysuffolks.weebly.com/
suffolk01@wildblue..net
MITCHELL’S MILEHIGH RANCH
The Mitchell & Creason Families
142 Pine Creek Road
Livingston, MT 59047
(406) 222-3208
creason@wispwest.net
MURRAY SUFFOLKS
Walt and Angela Murray
174 Tongue River Road
Miles City, MT 59301
(406) 234-2676
wamurray@midrivers.com
RATH SUFFOLKS
296 Wyttenhove Lane
Miles City, MT 59301
(406) 232-1060
STEVENS RANCH
Norm and Gail Stevens
P.O. Box 286
Joliet, MT 59041
(406) 962-3558
stevensranch@q.com
www.stevensranchsuffolk.com

Suffolk X Hampshire
GIBBS RANGE RAMS
Pat and Bev Gibbs
513 Van Norman Road
Jordan, MT 59337
(406) 557-2852
pbgibbs@midrivers.com
Targhee
MONTANA TARGHEE SHEEP ASSN.
Elisha Lewis, secretary
342 Svenson Road
Reed Point, MT 59069
(406) 326-2306
lewisranch@itstriangle.com
LEO BARTHELMESS
25826 Content Road
Malta, MT 59538
(406) 658-2627
ledar@mtintouch.net
KRISTIN BIEBER
409 Skull Creek Road
Brockway, MT 59214
(406) 672-4471
mcraekristin@yahoo.com
DALLAS SHEEP OUTFIT
Chuck Dallas, Mardy, Cassie, & Cody Dallas
131 Horse Creek Road South
Wilsall, MT 59086
(406) 578-2159
dallassheep@mcn.net
EVERETT RANCH
Marie Everett
3098 Mack Smith Lane
Stevensville, MT 59870
(406) 777-5217
everettranch@centric.net
CAROLYN I. GREEN
P.O. Box 266
Mellville, MT 59055
(406) 537-4472
greenranch@mtintouch.net
HUGHES NEWFORD CO.
John and Betty Sampsel
P.O. Box 558
Stanford, MT 59479
(406) 566-2700
hnco@mtintouch.net

KORMAN RANCH TARGHEES
Ron and Maxine Korman
P.O. Box 162
(406) 648-5536
kormanmax@hotmail.com
LEWIS FAMILY RANCH
Ralph, Elisha, Ryan, and Rory Lewis
342 Svenson Road
Reed Point, MT 59069
(406) 326-2306
lewisranch@itstriangle.com
McRAE BROTHERS TARGHEES
Jack and Kathryn McRae
31 McRae Lane
Jordan, MT 59337
(406) 557-6266
jmcrae@midrivers.com
MONTANA AG EXPERIMENT STATION
Dr. Rodney Kott
Montana State University
Bozeman, MT 59717
(406) 994-3415
rkott@montana.edu
MONTANA SHEEP COMPANY
Brent, Tracie, Ben, & Caroline Roeder
950 County Line Road
Fort Shaw, MT 59443
(406) 467-2462
roeder@3rivers.net
ORTMANN TARGHEES
Henry Ortmann
(406) 392-5277
Sam Ortmann
4169 Road 1081
Wolf Point, MT 59201
(406) 392-5356
mtwool@nemontel.net
PAUGH, INC.
Jerry Paugh
(406) 962-3636
paranch@msn.com
John Paugh, Jr.
525 Coulee Drive
Bozeman, MT 59718
(406) 585-9356
dmaepaugh@bresnan.net
SIEBEN LIVE STOCK CO.
Chase T. Hibbard
P.O. Box 835
Helena, MT 59624
(406) 442-1803
chase@siebenranch.com
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TUNBY RANCH
Randy Tunby
P.O. Box 1244
Baker, MT 59313
(406) 772-5627
tunby@midrivers.com
Targhee X Columbia
RAFTER RANCH
Don and Liz Jones
64542 Highway 43
Wise River, MT 59762
(406) 832-3219
White Suffolk
GARY HEILIG
2936 North Trout Creek Road
Moore, MT 59464
(406) 374-2313
ghheilig@itstriangle.com
Guard & Working Dogs
Great Pyrenees, Akbash, Komondor, Border
Collie, Australian, & Anatolian Shepherds
5-R STOCKDOGS
Marvin Dunster & Carrie Bigelow
326 Convert Lane
Billings, MT 59101
(406) 670-3575
(406) 208-8576
Sharplaninac, Pyrenees, &
Maremma Guard Dogs
J. KERMIT & SANDY PETERSON
1411 22nd Ave. N. W.
Sidney, MT 59270
h. (406) 482-3016
C. (406) 480-4193
Spanish Mastiff
LEO BARTHELMESS
25826 Content Road
Malta, MT 59538
(406) 658-2627
ledar@mtintouch.net
Spanish Mastiff, Pyrenean Mastiffs,
Turkish Kangals, & LGD Crosses
CINCO DESEOS RANCH
Brenda M. Negri
Winnemucca, Nevada
ldgnevada@gmail.com
www.lgdnevada.com
c. (775) 931-0038
h. (775) 623-6292

A Letter from Dr. Rodney Kott to all Montana Sheep Producers
To Montana Sheep Producers:
It is with mixed emotions I write this letter to all sheep producers of the State of Montana. As many of you know, I have
been contemplating retiring, which I plan on doing the end of the year. Although I am excited about the next phase of my life, I
am extremely torn and hesitant about leaving the career I have enjoyed this past 33 years. Working with the sheep people in
Montana is special, and I have enjoyed every minute of it – well maybe there were a few minutes that were not so much fun.
Along the way, I have made many special friends, but would be remiss if I didn’t mention a few that were particularly important
in helping me get established when I arrived in Montana. Jim Drummond, John Paugh, and Lawrence Capra were some of the
first people to welcome me to the Montana sheep industry. Their counsel and friendship will always be special to me.
I spent many hours traveling to wool pools with Bob Gilbert and Montana Wool Growers presidents. The late Verl
Thomas (who was a great friend and colleague) was instrumental in helping set a course for the MSU sheep program and developing a team of former students out in the State who are still today engaged in the MSU sheep program. Along the way, there were
many more producers and county agents who have had a large impact on my program. I would also like to express my appreciation to my colleagues who have worked beside me over the years. I would like to thank Lisa Surber, Jim Moore, Brent Roeder
and Peggy Kelly for their commitment to the industry and MSU sheep program. Without their help and friendship, we could not
have accomplished the things we did together.
I am not sure what to think when children of former students are now coming through the system. I look at the kid and
think about some of the things their parents did when they were at MSU as students. I won’t say anything more other than that
kids are a lot better behaved than their parents.
Upon retirement, we plan on moving to my grandfather’s home place in Fredericksburg, Texas. I plan on raising a few
sheep, but will not have a lambing barn -- call it natural selection (some might call it being lazy). Leaving Montana will be very
hard for us, but we plan on being back frequently. Our son, daughter-in-law and two grandkids will be moving to Drummond
where he will be the Superintendent of Schools. So, we will be back often! Our daughter will be attending graduate school at the
University of Texas in Austin (the Texas version of the University of Montana – aka “yuppie school”) working toward her Doctorate of Nursing Practice. It will be nice living near her again.
All of us like to think that our program will not function without us, but I know better. I have made an attempt to leave
the program at the Wool Lab within Extension and in good order. Lisa Surber has been involved in every aspect of my program
and is fully capable of carrying on when I leave. I do have a few projects that I plan on staying involved with, such as eXtension;
and I will be glad to help out in Montana wherever and if needed. I have always approached my job with the idea that, although I
get paid by MSU, I really work for the sheep producers of the State of Montana. You are the folks that insisted that MSU have a
Wool Laboratory and an Extension Sheep Specialist, and I hope that your investment in the program was and will continue to be
beneficial.
Thank you for the opportunity of working in Montana!
Rodney Kott
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