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MWGA Dues
Dues to the Montana Wool Growers Association are $20 per membership plus $.06 per pound of wool (or $.60 per sheep). The
$20 covers the cost of the Montana Wool Grower Magazine, membership in the American Sheep Industry Association (ASI) and
the ASI Newsletter that each member receives. The additional six cents per pound is what the Association operates on as it
works to improve the opportunities for raising sheep and wool in Montana.

About the Cover: Pete Kuhr and Leo Barthelmess take a breather from moving bales at
the wool pool delivery in Malta. Photo by Brent Roeder.
Deadline for the Ram Sale Issue will be August 1st.
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Wool Pools and Buyers Operating In Montana
NE Montana Pool
Plentywood
Colleen Buck
(406) 765-3406

Front Range Pool
Conrad
Luanne Wallewein
(406) 937-2775

McCone Pool
Circle
Tandi Kassner
(406) 485-2605

Sweetgrass/Stillwater
Big Timber
Mark King
(406) 932-5146

MonDak Pool
Wibaux
Dave Bertelsen
(406)796-2486

Upper Mushellshell
Harlowton
Stacey Grove
(406) 473-2244

Bruce Smith
(406) 377-4277

Beaverhead/Madison/
Jefferson
Dillon
J P Tanner
(406) 683-3785

Lower Yellowstone Pool
Sidney
Tim Fine
(406) 433-1206

Granite/Powell Pool
Drummond
Barbara Weaver
(406) 288-3282
Garfield County Pool
Jordan
Jerry Hensleigh
(406) 557-2839
Wool Buyers
High Plains Wool
Bruce Barker
(307) 674-4504
Center of the Nation
Belle Fourche
Larry Prager
(605) 892-6311

Western Pool
Polson
Jan Tusick
(406) 883-4093

Highline Pool
Malta
Marko Manoukian
(406) 684-2543

Snowy Mountain Pool
Lewistown
Bertie Brown
(406) 535-3919

Billings
Scott Lammers
(406) 245-9112

Auction Markets
Glasgow Stockyards, Inc.
Glasgow, MT
(406) 228-9306
www.glasgowstockyards.com

Western Livestock Auction
Great Falls, MT
(406) 727-5400
www.westernlivestockmontana.com

Headwaters Livestock Auction
Three Forks, MT
(406) 285-0502
www.headwaterslivestock.com

Sidney Livestock Market Center
Sidney, MT
(406) 482-3513
www.sidneylivestock.com

Lewistown Livestock Auction
Lewistown, MT
(406) 538-3471
www.lewistownlivestock.com

Bowman Auction Market
Bowman, ND
(701) 523-5922
www.bowmanauctionmarket.com

Public Auction Yards
Billings, MT
www.publicauctionyards.com
(406) 245-6447

St. Onge Livestock
Newell, SD
(605) 642-2200
www.stongelivestock.com

Advertising Rates

For Subscription or Advertising:

$30 for 1/8 page
$55 for 1/4 page
$100 for 1/2 page
$175 for full page

Write, email, or call Jesse Wallewein at
mtwga@outlook.com or (406) 450-3429.
The MWGA newsletter is printed
quarterly with additional issues
published as needed.
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Save the Date
June 20-22, 2016
Range Days
Harlowton, MT
June 24, 2016
Board Meeting
Ortmann Ranch, Wolf Point, MT
June 24-26, 2016
Wool Grower Sheep Campout
Ortmann Ranch, Wolf Point MT
July 10-14, 2016
2016 Howard Wyman Sheep Industry
Leadership School
Columbus, Ohio
July 14-16, 2016
US Targhee National Show and Sale
Arlington, Wisconsin
August 23-24, 2016
100th Anniversary of USSES
Dubois, Idaho
August 25, 2016
USSES Range Tours
Dubois, Idaho
August 27, 2016
Montana Columbia Show & Sale
Lewistown, MT
September 10, 2016
Black & White Sale
Harlowton, MT
September 14, 2016
MSU Sheep Seminar
Fort Keogh, Miles City
September 14, 2016
Montana Ewe Sale
Miles City, MT
September 15, 2016
Montana Ram Sale
Miles City, MT
December 1-3, 2016
133rd MWGA Annual Convention
Billings Hotel & Convention Center
Billings, Mt

Hello to all from the northern reaches! We have been blessed with
plentiful spring moisture; however, the grass is greening up and the sheep
can’t wait to get out of the barn. It’s been a busy spring for MWGA with a
couple of issues occupying our time. First off, the trip to Washington D.C.
in March was educational, even for this guy. The company of James
Brown was an outstanding honor and the respect he receives in all offices
is humbling. MWGA is very grateful to have his help to wiggle through the
political processes the way we do. All three congressional offices were
very open to our visit and are currently working on the issues we brought
forth to them.
MWGA sat down with the Montana Wild Sheep Foundation and found
that the issues between the two organizations are very similar. The cooperation between MWGA and
MWSF will prove to be good for the Bighorns, as well as, support a strong domestic sheep industry in
Montana. The use of real science and not legal science will be the true focus of our meetings in the future.
The meetings with President Cruzado and MSU for a new Combined Lab Complex have taken place and
we have all parties involved onboard. We are looking forward to another meeting in June, after which
we will have a “Name That Lab” contest. Open your minds and be ready to contribute to a truly revolutionary concept in research, diagnostics and teaching facility on the MSU campus.
I’ve got to get back to the barn but I’ll see you all on June 21st for Montana Range Days in Harlowton.
Have a safe and productive spring!
Dave McEwen
MWGA President
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How MWGA Is Working For You
-Dave McEwen, Jim Brown, Jesse Wallewein, and Greg
Wichman attended the Spring ASI Fly-In to Washington,
D.C. in March. The group was able to meet with all three
congressional delegates and feel the trip was very
worth while.

Mountain Front. Dave gave comment to the crowd.

-Dave McEwen, Jim Brown, and Jesse Wallewein, along
with others, met with MSU President Cruzado and MSU
Vice President and Dean of the COA, Dr. Charles Boyer,
to thank them for their continued support with the
Wool Lab and MSU Experiment Stations.

-Dave McEwen, Jesse Wallewein, Jim Brown, and Kevin
Halverson all attended the Hearing on Motions for Summary Judgment (Helle case) in Butte on May 26th to
support the Helle and Rebish/Konen families in their
fight for the right to graze.

-MWGA organized a meeting held on the MSU campus
between multiple agencies that are interested in having
lab space in the Proposed Combined Lab Complex.
Those agencies include: MT Wool Lab, MSU Plant Science Lab, MT State Seed Lab, Foundation Seed Program, Pulse Crop Disease Lab, FWP, Milk Lab, and the
Veterinary Diagnostic Lab. This group discussed individual needs in the lab complex and plans to meet in the
future.

-Jim Brown submitted comments on behalf of MWGA on
the Draft EIS for the Dubois Sheep Station.

-Dave McEwen, Jesse Wallewein, Brent Roeder, Nina
Baucus, and John Helle met with the Montana Wild
Sheep Foundation in Choteau on March 24th to discuss
a working partnership between the two groups that
would accommodate the goals of the bighorn and the
domestic sheep groups.

-MWGA submitted a nomination from Montana for the
American Lamb Board

-Dave McEwen and Jesse Wallewein attended the FWP
Bear Meeting in Valier on May 24th to discuss the bear
management problems and concerns on the Rocky

-Jesse Wallewein attended the Front Range Wool Pool
Pick-up and the Western Montana Wool Pool Pick-up in
May. She met several new members and tried to help
out where she could.

-Jim Brown submitted a brief on behalf of MWGA and
the Helle Family .
-Jim Brown and Jesse Wallewein worked with producers
and Senator Daines and Representative Zinke’s offices
on getting H2A sheepherder paperwork pushed
through.

-Board member Bob Walker attended Wool Pool Delivery in Circle.
-On behalf of MWGA, Representative Zinke introduced
Alternative Allotment and signed on to the renewal of
the 1031 exchange.

5

U.S Sheep Experiment Station Celebrates 100 Years
The US Sheep Experiment Station will celebrate its 100-year Anniversary on August 23 and 24,
2016. The event will begin with a social mixer on the evening of the 23rd in Idaho Falls, Idaho. On the 24th,
presentations and tours will take place at the US Sheep Experiment Station, located north of Dubois, Idaho. Various speakers will discuss the last 100 years of sheep and range research at the Sheep Station and
the future of sheep and rangeland research in the US. At noon, an anniversary luncheon will take place in
the town of Dubois at the city park. During the luncheon, previous Sheep Station employees and scientists will engage in historical reflections of their life at the Sheep Station. Also, we will hear from industry
and governmental leaders. Following the luncheon, leaders in sheep research, education, and extension
will present a number of sheep production talks. Tours of the Sheep Station and area sites will be available throughout the day. The Anniversary is open to everyone. However, attendees will need to register
and purchase tickets for the mixer and luncheon events. Beginning on June 8, a website (to be announced soon) will be available for people to register and select the fee based events that they wish to
attend.

#######
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US Sheep Experiment Station 100th Anniversary
Agenda and Schedule
August 23, 2016
 6:00 pm—Freeman Park, Idaho Falls, ID
 Opening Dinner-Mixer, Welcome, and Historical Reflections
August 24, 2016
 8:30 am to 9:45 am—US Sheep Experiment Station
 Session 1: 100 Years of Sheep and Range Research
 “The Progressive Approach of Composite Breeding in Sheep”
 “Grazing, The Component of Range Management”
 Sheep Station Facility and Program Tour (all morning)
 Interactive Wool Lab (all morning)
 9:45-10:00 am—Break
 10:00-11:15 am—US Sheep Experiment Station
 Session 2: The Next 100 Years of Sheep and Range Research
 “The Future of Sheep Production: Gene Editing”
 “Rangelands Management and Policy: Where does Livestock Production Fit In?”
 Sheep Station Facility and Program Tour (all morning)
 Interactive Wool Lab (all morning)
 12:00-1:30 pm—Dubois City Park
 Anniversary Luncheon
 VIP Addresses
 Historical Reflections
 1:30-3:00pm—Dubois Community Center
 Session 3: Improving Your Sheep Production
 “Finding the Right Ram: Think N-S-I-P”
 “Preparing for an Anti-biotic Free Production System”
 “Alternative Winter Grazing: Grazing Crop Residues”
 “Making Sure Great Wool Stays Great”
 “Ewe-Lamb Breeding Management”
 Sheep Station Facility and Program Tour (all afternoon)
 Dubois Heritage Hall Tour (all afternoon, self-guided)
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MWGA Updates from Executive Secretary, Jesse Wallewein
I hope the shearing and lambing seasons have treated you well these last
couple months. As the summer months’ approach, I thought I would give
our readers an update! I was fortunate enough to make it to a couple
shearings’ around the state. I made a quick trip out to New Miami colony
early on this winter to check out their set up. It was a pretty cold day with
a nasty wind out of the North but they had plenty of help and were mostly done by the time that I left. It was a quick trip down the interstate to
John and Nina Baucus’ the beginning of March. I’m going to be honest
with you when I say that I’ve always wanted to take a closer look at the
Sieben Ranch that lies just off Interstate I-15 near Helena so I jumped at
the chance to take in their scenery for a day. The saying “Many hands
makes quick work” comes to mind. They too had an excellent crew that
worked just like a well-oiled machine. They have a nice set up and I appreciated the invitation! I also made it over to President Dave McEwen’s
shearing and my parent’s shearing (Almost mandatory as they both live
nearby). I wasn’t able to make it out much for lambing as spring here on
the ranch is our busy season as well.

Montana) where we will be focusing on hands on educational activities
and enterprise planning. In the fall of 2017, we are planning on going to
Canada with the group to tour different segments of the Canadian lamb
and wool industry. I hope all the young producers in the state are as excited about this as I am. Look for more information on this program in the
future!
Last but not least, this year’s campout is hosted by Sam and Nancy Ortmann at the ranch near Wolf Point on June 24-26, 2016. The directions are
simple: 2 miles west of Wolf Point, take Highway 250 north for 23 miles.
Take a left on Lustre Road. Drive 4 miles. Take a left on County Line Road
and the ranch is ¾ of a mile south (you’ll see 2 blue silos) I’ve also included a map on how to get there. We’ll gather Friday night at 6:30pm for a
quick board meeting (hopefully we have a quorum) and then cook a delicious dinner of whatever everyone brings! Saturday will be a full day that
kicks off with a range and sheep tour of the Ortmann Ranch. After lunch,
there will be a wool grading contest and possibly some games for the
kids. It wouldn’t be campout without the guys shooting something so
make sure you bring your guns and ammo. The gophers will be ducking
for cover. If time allows, we may explore the surrounding area a bit. We’ll
wrap things up after lunch on Sunday so that everyone can head for
home. Bring enough food, drinks, plates, silverware, and desserts for
your family. Last name A-M: Bring salads, Last name N-Z: Bring breakfast
food. We’ll cook the meat on the big grill and serve the rest of it up buffet
style like we always do. Don’t forget your lawn chairs, bug spray, sunscreen, and a folding table if you have one.

We made a quick trip out to Washington, D.C., to meet with our congressional delegates and speak to them about the concerns of our members
and to thank them for all they do for Montana. You can read more about
the trip and see pictures throughout the magazine. Shortly after our
Washington trip, we met with the Montana Wild Sheep Foundation in
Choteau to discuss a working partnership between our groups. The two
groups together put out a press release on the cooperative efforts being
made. If you would like to read the statement, it can be found on the
MWGA website under the J Brown link.

That’s about all I’ve got for updates! I hope you’ve enjoyed this issue of
Speaking of the website, as you can tell it is a little outdated and needs
the Wool Grower Magazine and we’ll see you next time!
updating. I am pleased to announce that we should have a new website
up and running before Ram Sale 2016. If you have any comments, concerns, or feedback about the website or if you think that something
needs to be added, please email me at mtwga@outlook.com. With a new
website, we’ll need some new pictures. Please refer to page 4 for the
announcement of our photo contest! The winner will receive one night’s
stay at the Billings Hotel & Convention Center during our Annual Convention in December.
We are in the early planning stages for Ram Sale 2016 and it looks like it’s
going to be another great year with around 300 rams being offered. The
Ewe Sale is also being planned and will again take place on the evening
before ram sale. Keep an eye on the MWGA Facebook page for more
updates on the two sales.
Unfortunately, I was unable to make it to the Eastern Montana Wool Pool
run but I was able to make it to the Front Range Wool Pool Delivery and
the Western Montana Sheep Growers Delivery. Thanks to all who volunteer their time and facilities to make the wool pools possible. I was told
that there was a 5-10% increase in volume across all the Montana wool
pools!
It was just recently announced that MWGA along with MSU Extension
(Dr. Whit Stewart, Brent Roeder, and Mike Schuldt) have received funding from the Let’s Grow program for the Next Generation Wool Grower
Program. The program will primarily take place in Montana but is open to
the young producers in the surrounding states as well. Our plans with the
funding includes the Master Woolgrower program from Wyoming to take
place during the MWGA Annual Convention. In the summer of 2017, we
have two field days planned (one in Eastern Montana and one in Western
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We look forward to working with you!
Reliable Market Information - Two Full Service Warehouses - Year-Round Marketing Opportunities

Scott Lammers

Larry Prager

Billings, Montana

Belle Fourche, SD

(406) 245-9112

(800) 528-2057
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Livestock Loss Board Offers Loss Prevention Grants
Each year Montana’s Livestock Loss Board receives a limited amount of funding for loss prevention grants. Anyone may apply
to the board for livestock loss prevention grants. All grants issued by the board require a 50% cost share from the applicant.
Cost share can be in the form of cash and/or in-kind contributions. All cost share information must be documented. Receipts for
materials are essential.
You will be required to provide estimates of your cash and in-kind contributions. Details of in-kind contributions should include
estimated value of time and labor. Detail the types of labor such as fencing crew, range riders, office time, etc….. A disclosure
of wage rates will need to be assigned to each type of labor listed in the grant. Include estimates of values for supplies such as
fencing material, feed for range riders horses, or any other items of value.
Note: A limit of up to 10 percent of the total grant request is placed on indirect expenses such as office time, grant monitoring
and consulting. At least 90 percent of the grant funds must
be used for on the ground projects.
Grant payments will be issued in segments determined by
the board. You will be required to supply a report showing
proof of your cost share at the end of each segmented time
period. Following payments will not be issued until a satisfactory report is received by the board office. If you are unable
to comply with this requirement, you will need to submit a
letter explaining the reasons for the board’s review.
Preference will be given to projects that occur in high predation areas, projects in areas with both wolves and grizzly bears, large areas covered, multiple livestock producers, and projects
that use more than one form of loss prevention activities. This does not mean you will not receive a grant if you do not meet
some of the main criteria but funding may be given to projects that do meet first based upon available funds.
The full board reviews all grant applications. Fund availability determines when grant applications will be solicited from applicants. Grant applications are available on the board’s website www.llb.mt.gov or by contacting the board office.
Examples of grant funding requests: adding a new guard dog, year’s supply of dog food for a new guard dog, electric fencing
to keep bears out, additional herders during bear season, carcass pickup programs. The board does not have restrictions on the
grants because something new may be worth trying. Grant applications are due by August 12, 2016.
State law 2-15-3111, MCA directs board actions for loss prevention grants. A copy of this law is available at http://leg.mt.gov/bills/
mca/2/15/2-15-3111.htm
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James Brown Law Firm,
PLLC

Attorney At Law
Meeting your needs in the following areas of
practice, including lobbying and
public affairs on behalf of the
Montana Wool Growers Association.
Water Law
Natural Resource Development
Energy Law

What kind of trucks to sheep drive?

Wind Development
Business Law & Litigation

Answer: Ewe-Hauls

Grazing Rights Protection
Insurance Coverage
Real Estate
Tax Law
Wills, Estate Planning, & Probate
Zoning & Land Use
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MWGA ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
Please support the Businesses Supporting Our Industry
Gold Level
Bank of Baker-Baker, MT
Big Dry Angus-Jordan, MT
Center of the Nation Wool-Belle Fourche, SD
& Billings, MT
Custom Ag Solutions, Crowley, WY
Great Plains Wool Company-Bighorn, WY
Jack and Kathryn McRae-Jordan, MT
Montana Targhee Association
Miles City Chamber of Commerce, Miles City, MT
Public Auction Yards-Billings, MT
Stockman Bank-Miles City, MT
Frontline Ag Solutions, MT
Western Ranch Supply-Billings, MT

Farmers Elevator-Circle, MT
First Interstate Bank-Billings, MT
First State Bank-Malta, MT
Fleet Supply-Lewistown, MT
Fred Wacker Agency-Miles City, MT
Rachel Frost-Livingston, MT
Hawkins Veterinary Service-Dillon, MT
Hinnaland Trucking Inc.-Circle, MT
Holiday Inn Express-Miles City, MT
Insurance Store, Inc.-Baker, MT
Jim Hoover-Columbus, MT
Judish Spraying Service-Conrad, MT
Justin Martinell-Dell, Mt
Roger King-Augusta, MT
Kopren Sheep Shearing-Bison, SD
Rodney Kott-Bozeman, MT
Arville & Elaine Lammers-Shawmut, MT
Lazy AM Ranch, Inc.-Richey, MT
Lewistown Honda-Lewistown, MT
Marias River Livestock Association
Matador Ranch-Malta, MT
Babe McDonald-Miles City, MT
Don McKamey-Great Falls, MT
Mills Auction Service-Boyes, MT
Lucille Molinari-Hamilton, MT
Montana Farm Bureau Federation-Bozeman, MT
Montana Trappers Assn.-Ovando, MT
Jim Moore-Stanford, MT
North Valley Grazing District-Glasgow, MT
Phalen Ranch Company-Ismay, MT
Q’s Quality Wood Work-Huson, MT
Steadman Hardware-Miles City, MT
Stuart & Virginia Reynolds-Havre, MT
Reynolds Market-Miles City, MT
Selle Livestock-Billings, MT
Shobe Auction & Realty-Lewistown, MT
Snowy Mountain Motors-Lewistown, MT
Stockman Bank-Billings, MT
Lisa Surber-Bozeman, MT
Tradewinds Shopper-Jordan, MT
Torgerson’s, LLC-Lewistown, MT
Maurice Tunby-Baker, MT
Rolph Tunby-Plevna, MT
Waterland Shearing-Alzada, MT
Watts and Associates-Billings, MT

Silver Level
Lextron, Inc.-Billings, MT
Bison Bar-Miles City, MT
Braaten Sheep Shearing-Stanford, MT
First Interstate Bank-Miles City, MT
Hilary Gietzen Shearing-Minot, ND
Garfield County Bank-Jordan, MT
Babe McDonald-Cohagen, MT
Marcha Labs-Terry, MT
McWilliams Shearing & Supplies-Miles City, MT
Montana Livestock Ag Credit-Helena, MT
Miles City Livestock Commission-Miles City, MT
Northwest Farm Credit-Billings, MT
Nickels Gaming, Bob Gilbert-Helena, MT
Hipolito Sanchez-Lancaster, MO
Schuldt Services-Chinook, MT
Bronze Level
Anderson & Zurmuehlen & Co.-Helena, MT
Bank of the Rockies-White Sulfur Springs, MT
Brockway Supper Club, Brockway, MT
Cayuse Livestock Co.-Melville, MT
Citizens Bank & Trust Co.-Big Timber, MT
Comfort Inn-Miles City, MT
Debby Cornwell-Glasgow, MT
Curtis Farm and AutoCarquest-Circle, Plentywood, Scobey, Wolfpoint
Duane Sparks Chevrolet, Inc-Lewistown, MT
Gene Surber and Associates-Belgrade, MT
Gordon & Marilyn Darlinton-Three Forks, MT
Farm Credit Services-Miles City, MT
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L to R: Dr. Charles Boyer, Jim Brown, Lila Taylor, MSU President Waded Cruzado, Nina Baucus,
and Dave McEwen take a moment to say “Go Cats!” after their meeting in Bozeman

2016
Sieben Ranch Shearing
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MSU Central Ram Performance Test Results
By Whit Stewart, MSU Sheep Extension Specialist
The Montana State University Central Ram Performance Test concluded Saturday ,March 5 th, 2016, and consigners
attended an educational field day March 12th at the MSU Animal Bioscience Building.
Ram test was considered a success this year with 79 rams consigned from 10 Montana ranches and 1 Wyoming ranch.
With a revamped pelleted diet and more data collected, the outcome of the test was very positive. There was an impressive
112 day average daily gain of 0.90 lb/day with the greatest gaining ram at 1.23 lb/day. Favorable weather and nutrition contributed to a 6.0 lb grease fleece weight average (19.6 lb adjusted fleece weight), and 1.8 inch staple length average (6 inch adjusted staple length). As a result of the increased nutrition, fiber diameter was coarser than what growers have seen in previous
years. However, it should be noted that fiber diameter and staple length are greater than what would occur under ranch
(range) conditions. There was only one ram mortality that occurred within the first 28 days.
New this year, two independent scorers assigned a belly wool score and face cover score. Since these are subjective
scores, we try to define objective criteria to minimize bias when calling these scores. Thus, two observations from two trained
individuals are used. Face wool scores (wool blindness) are assigned a score of 1 to 4. (See diagram) Wool blindness is one of
the most heritable wool traits (0.56) and can influence ewe productivity. Early research at the U.S. Sheep Experiment Station
by Teril et al., (1946) found ewes with excessive face cover weaned 15% less lambs on range. Face cover tolerance depends on
the management scheme, however, generally scores greater than 3 might be considered undesirable with consideration of
other phenotypic characteristics.
Belly wool can be broadly defined as short, compressed fibers, with-off character (color, crimp, condition) different
than that found throughout the body. The ideal time to assign a belly wool score would be when an animal is in full fleece with
adequate staple length to assess the uniformity of staple length. However, under test conditions with fleece regrowth of less
than 2 inches, additional assessment may be warranted when the ram is in full fleece. Presence of patches of belly wool that
extend beyond the belly up the side are assigned a score of 1 to 4. Generally, a belly wool score greater than 3 should warrant
additional observation. See diagrams for scoring criteria.

Carcass ultrasound scans were collected midway through the test at 56 days, and at final weigh date of 112 days to
better approximate target weights used in weight adjustment calculations (187 lb) and account for the varying weights at the
beginning and end of the test. Loin eye areas presented in the summary sheet are raw values and are not adjusted for weights.
To remain consistent with ultrasound practices within Montana, a loin eye depth (mm) measurement is taken and converted to
loin eye area (in2) using the following formula:
Loin Eye Area (in2) = .060(Loin Eye Depth mm)1.12
187 lb Adj. Loin Eye Area = (187/Actual Wt)0.67 × (Actual REA).
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(continued from pg 14) The top 3 breed “performers” or top performing rams are displayed within their breed contemporary
groups. Top performers were determined by taking the overall ratio average of the average daily gain (ADG) ratio and grease
fleece weight (GFLW) ratio within breed. For example, if the ADG ratio =106, and the GFLW ratio = 110 then the overall ratio
score = 108.
Identification

Breeder

ADG

ADG Ratio

Grease Fleece
Weight

Grease Fleece
Weight Ratio

Overall Ratio

3026

Langhus

1.06

112

6.52

112

112

3024

Langhus

1.03

109

6.48

110

110

1488

Blackman

1.01

106

6.50

111

109

Columbia Average

0.94

5.85

Identification

Breeder

ADG

ADG Ratio

Grease Fleece
Weight

Grease Fleece
Weight Ratio

Overall Ratio

2057

Green

1.23

1.31

7.20

1.16

1.24

1521

Lewis

1.01

1.08

7.42

1.19

1.14

1523

Lewis

1.03

1.09

7.08

1.14

1.12

Targhee Average

0.94

6.21

Identification

Breeder

ADG

ADG Ratio

Grease Fleece
Weight

Grease Fleece
Weight Ratio

Overall Ratio

6681

Ben Lehfeldt

1.00

1.14

6.14

1.17

1.16

6690

Ben Lehfeldt

1.00

1.14

5.90

1.13

1.13

6676

Ben Lehfeldt

0.98

1.12

6.02

1.15

1.13

Rambouillet Average

0.88

5.23

Identification

Breeder

ADG

ADG Ratio

Grease Fleece
Weight

Grease Fleece
Weight Ratio

Overall Ratio

2279

John Larson

1.08

1.32

6.96

1.05

1.19

2277

John Larson

0.99

1.22

7.46

1.13

1.17

89

Heinrich Ortmann

0.84

1.04

8.34

1.26

1.15

Merino Crossbred Average

0.81

We acknowledge that a more comprehensive, breed specific weighted index could be used in future years and are
working towards their development. That being said, we will continue to advocate for the use of the National Sheep Improvement Program (NSIP) for superior development of reliable and accurate breeding values that cover the spectrum of economically relevant traits. A central ram test cannot evaluate lowly heritable reproductive traits, pre-weaning growth etc., and thus
falls short when assessing the most economically relevant trait of number of lambs weaned (born). We acknowledge that the
central ram test 50+ years later still has merit as a selection tool in identifying superior individuals in highly heritable wool traits
and moderately heritable growth and carcass ultrasound traits. It is our intent that ram test consigners continue to use the test
as a supplemental selection tool not in place of NSIP and on farm performance records. Complete results can be found at:
http://animalrangeextension.montana.edu/sheep/2015-2016%20Final%20Test%20Data%20packet.pdf
The 2016-17 ram delivery is tentatively scheduled for the first week of October. As always, I’m available to visit regarding ram test and any other concern you might have at 406.994.3758 or whit.stewart1@montana.edu .We appreciate grower
participation and look forward to keeping the MSU ram test a relevant and valuable selection tool for MT sheep producers.
15

Meet Tom Murphy, Newly Hired Assistant Professor of
Sheep Production at MSU
My name is Tom Murphy and in August I will begin a position as Assistant Professor of Sheep Production in
the Department of Animal and Range Sciences at Montana State University. I’ve been a student for the last 23 consecutive years and it seems surreal that I’ll soon start a career that will fulfill a dream I’ve had for the last decade. I
grew up in Nebraska and received my B.S. in Animal Science in 2010 and, later, my M.S. in Animal Breeding in 2012
both from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Since then I’ve been completing my Ph.D. in Animal Breeding at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison.
When people ask me why I became interested in sheep, I never really have a good answer for them. I like to
think it was fate. Throughout my livestock judging career I couldn’t pick a good steer or gilt to save my life, but I
didn’t mind being called the “sheep kid” on a team filled with future cattlemen and women. My passion for the
American sheep industry grew from there. I don’t care that there is more money, research dollars, and job opportunities in the “major” species of livestock; I want to raise and research sheep.
While in Wisconsin, I’ve been fortunate to work on a variety of sheep research projects with both our dairy
flock (East Friesian and Lacaune) at the Spooner Agricultural Research Station and our farm flock (Hampshire, Polypay, Targhee, and Rambouillet) at the Arlington ARS. I’ve also served as a Teaching Assistant in the undergraduate
Sheep Production course for 4 years and have enjoyed introducing students to the diversity of the American sheep
industry and the men and women who dedicate their lives to caring for these incredible animals. I’m honored to
have the opportunity to educate and train future generations of Montana and American sheep producers, industry
advocates, and researchers.
Although my formal training is in quantitative genetics, my future research interests are cross-disciplinary
and therefore collaboration with domestic and international sheep researchers and industry associations will be
essential. A “few” research interests of mine include: developing tools to increase the adoption and use of estimated breeding values as selection criteria, update current indexes in NSIP and create new indexes specific to fine
wool producers, understand the effects of ewe nutrition throughout gestation on the lifetime profitability of future
progeny, determine the effects of breed and harvest age on
lamb flavor and consumer acceptance, discover practical solutions to increase lamb survival and decrease the incidence of
mastitis, and how to best incorporate sheep into prescribed
grazing and cropping systems.
But ultimately, my research will be guided by the needs
of Montana and American sheep producers. I’m excited to work
with Pat Hatfield, Whit Stewart, and the rest of the faculty and
staff in the department to build upon the great tradition and
success of the sheep research and extension program at MSU.
At 28 years old, I’ll be the first to admit that I’m inexperienced in
many areas. But the advantage of being young is that I’ll hopefully be serving the industry and scientific community for the
next 40 years. I look forward to joining the effort to ensure
Montana and American produced lamb and wool have a foothold in the future of agriculture. We have a lot of hard work
ahead of us, but as Theodore Roosevelt once said “the best
prize that life has to offer is the chance to work hard at work
worth doing”. We’ll see you at future sheep sales and industry
events, feel free to contact me!
Tom Murphy
twmurph88@gmail.com
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New Livestock Pavilion at Eastern Montana Fairgrounds Taking Shape
By Mike Schuldt, Custer County Extension Agent
Next time you visit the Fairgrounds in Miles City you will notice a major change in the looks of things brought about
by the replacement of the livestock barns with a new large livestock Pavilion. The Pavilion is an open walled structure which will provide the most comfortable conditions for the livestock during the summer. This project has been
spearheaded by the Custer County 4-H and the newly formed non-profit organization “Friends of the Fairgrounds”.
The project has received great community support from individuals and businesses in the area.
Last fall John Muggli Construction provided the demolition of the old buildings and the all steel structure has been
erected by Diamond J Construction this spring. With the building standing we have a great start however there is
still a large amount of work to be done before we will be ready for the livestock to show up at the Fair in August.
The open sided structure will be enclosed with a 5 foot high permanent steel fence set on a concrete base. Lights,
electricity, water and livestock pens are all still needed in order to finish the project.
The building will be the new home of the annual Montana Ram and Ewe Sale to be held in September. Approximately $25,000 is the additional investment to the project for the special panels that are being constructed to ensure that we can modify the sheep and hog pens used during the fair for pens large enough to accommodate the
Rams. The new facility will provide a much easier flow of animals to the sale ring and a great showcase for the high
quality Montana genetics that we sell at Mile City.
Through the generosity of the community and the successful application for a grant from the Montana Tourism division we are able to make the project a reality with over $350,000 raised to date. We are still working on fundraising to ensure that we can fund all of the necessary expenses to bring this to final completion.
Anyone wishing to become involved can contact the Custer County Extension office at 406-874-3370.
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FAMACHA Scoring Out West: A New ATTRA Video
Dave Scott, NCAT and Montana Highland Lamb
More and more sheep flocks in Montana are using irrigated pasture as a source of high-quality forage, enabling profitable gains and relatively high gross
dollars per acre. For instance, it is not out of reach to attain upwards of 700 lbs. of gain per acre by grazing ewes and lambs for 120 days on an intensive multipaddock grazing system. Multiply that by the most recent five-year average price (PAYS August 30 price 2011-2016) of $1.60/lb. for 90 pound feeder lambs and you
have an enticing $1,120 per acre gross. In case you are wondering, that’s right up there with beef. Tame grass pasturing of lamb can be quite profitable.
There is one big obstacle, however. No, it is not coyotes; it is parasites. Whenever you combine sheep, green grass and a few years, parasites start moving in. It doesn’t really matter if you are continuous, rotational, or intensively grazing; they are going to be there and they are not an easy foe to combat. By far the
most common parasite on irrigated pastures is the barber pole worm, Haemonchus contortus. Adults suck away at the abomasal lining in the gut, creating an anemia that if left unchecked, can obliterate gains if not the lamb’s life itself.
Historically, sheep producers have just used an anthelmintic to ‘kill’ the adult worms in the lambs and ewes. The problem, however, is that there is no
dewormer that kills all of the worms. The best anthelmintics are effective on 98 percent of them, leaving the extremely virile two percent to interbreed. Before you
know it, you have created the super worm that is resistant to your dewormer. One down: now there are only two more classes of dewormers left. What to do?
FAMACHA scoring was designed to combat the barber pole worm by identifying those animals that are the most susceptible to the parasite and treating
only them. FAMACHA primarily uses a numeric scale of 1 to 5 based on the color (anemia score) of the ocular membrane of the sheep, which will indicate whether
an animal needs to be treated. Additionally, attention is given to the body condition score and level of soiling on the rear of the sheep to help identify at risk sheep.
Often times, 80 percent of the infection in a flock is harbored in 20 percent of its individuals. The untreated sheep represent a refugia, which is just a fancy name for
a reservoir of genetics that can be used to dilute the super genes, thus greatly prolonging the effectiveness of a particular dewormer. FAMACHA results in a great
savings in dewormer cost and allows some breathing room before your dewormer quits you. FAMACHA training also gives you tools to further limit barber pole
infection through strategic grazing and by selecting sheep that are resistant to the parasite. The result is a management leg up instead of just getting out the drench
gun and suffering the consequences.
The National Center for Appropriate Technology’s national sustainable agriculture program, ATTRA, has recently produced a video entitled, FAMACHA
Scoring Out West. It shows how easy it is to FAMACHA-score sheep, specifically for the larger Western sheep producer. In this 10-minute video, you can find out
how to get FAMACHA training, a FAMACHA scoring card, and the information you need to start making a difference in your management of the most deadly parasite in the West. You can download this video for free at the ATTRA website using this link:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=qk9vtCnbhz4
While you are on the website, take a look at the many other resources ATTRA offers you, the sustainable sheep producer.
This July 30, MSU Sheep Extension and NCAT will be offering a FAMACHA training at Montana Highland Lamb in Whitehall. It includes one hour of classroom training and one hour of hands-on FAMACHA scoring, use of fecal egg counts and other integrated parasite-management strategies. When you complete the
training, you will be able to FAMACHA score sheep, tweak your grazing to limit barber pole infection, and select for resistant genetics. Registration will be limited to
20 participants and a nominal fee charged. For more information and to register, contact:
Dave Scott, NCAT and Montana Highland Lamb
Dr. Whit Stewart , MSU Sheep Extension

406-533-6642 daves@ncat.org
406-994-3758 whitney.stewart1@montana.edu

Additionally, Dr. Stewart and I would like to get some baseline data on the degree of barber pole infection on Montana irrigated pastures. We are looking
for sheep producers who would
be willing to collect a composite
fecal sample from their flock for
a free Fecal Egg Count analysis.
You will get the results relayed
back to you for your efforts.
Please contact either Dr. Stewart
or myself if you are interested.
FAMACHA is a great tool for the
sheep producer that grazes
irrigated pasture. Again, check
out FAMACHA Scoring Out West
to see how you can use it to
stifle the barber pole and improve lamb gains.
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Welcome Ben Lehfeldt, MWGA’s Newest Board Member
He May Be New to the Board, But Not the Industry!
My name is Ben Lehfeldt, a 5th generation sheep rancher from Lavin, Montana. I attended
Montana State University and received bachelor degrees in Biochemistry and Agronomy. I
worked in St. Louis, MO for Monsanto Company as a corn geneticist and helped to conduct
corn yield tests throughout the Midwest. I returned to the Montana ranch after seven
years and joined by father in our current partnership. Our family runs a range operation
with registered/NSIP Rambouillet ewes and commercial cattle. Our operation includes
shed lambing and relies on sheepherders to manage our ewes and lambs. Our sheep are
used for control of noxious weeds during the spring and summer months on public and
private lands. We feed our weaned lambs ourselves using crops (alfalfa, grain, and corn
silage) we produce during the summer months and retain ownership of the lambs
which are finished in commercial feedlots.
I have been a part of several national organizations related to the sheep industry over the
past ten years since returning to the ranch : ASI Wool Council, National Lamb Council,
Mountain States Lamb Co-op, National Lamb Feeders member, American Lamb Board,
Let’s Grow Initiative, and ASI Emerging Entrepreneurs.
Locally, I have been involved in several groups that are important me in helping to maintain our small town way of life –Lavina High School Board Member, County land board,
County tax appeal board, County weed board, County Farm Bureau, County Farm Service
Committee
I look forward to my term as a director of the Montana Woolgrower Association to promote the benefits of the sheep and sheep products. Communication amongst the industry, both locally and nationally, is an important part of the distribution of knowledge not
only to individuals entering the industry but also the sharing of successes and failures of
current sheep operations. I look forward to continuing to be a part of the sheep industry
and helping to promote the benefits of our industry as an important part of Montana’s
future.
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Q: Without realizing it at the time (I'm in a low copper area) I started my flock on a new loose mineral
that contains molybdenum late last summer around August. That fall I noticed a natural colored animal
had fleece lightening significantly. Fast forward to March and I found that that same animal had dark
roots coming in. This was the only one showing any signs. I had the whole flock tested and all were found
borderline deficient in copper. The ewes had already begun lambing when I received the results. I saw no
problems with lambing. All adults were dosed with a 2 gram bolus. Now my question is what can safely be
done for the lambs. Is it safe to assume that since they were born to deficient mothers they will also have
low copper levels? Although a few in my flock has a dilution gene present that causes the fleece to fade in
the first few weeks I have one lamb lightening that I suspect is banding from lack of copper as it has
shown up a bit later than the dilution normally does. Could I possibly just supplement the lambs with a
loose mineral with added copper for a set amount of time? Thank you
A: Remove the Molybdenum and I suspect they will get enough copper. Supplementing copper to sheep
is dangerous. If you still think it is important offer them cattle trace mineral salt. That would be the safest.

Q: I live in the northwest corner of Missouri. I have 10 lambs between 4 and 6 weeks of age unweaned
still in a dry pen, not pasture. A few days ago all lambs started running around with their noses to the
ground, stomping their feet, then lay down with their head stretched out and get back up. The next day a
few weren't acting like this, then today they're all back to doing it. They will act okay and come in with
the ewes during feeding time, then go back to walking/running with their heads down. The lambs have
been on free choice medicated Honor Show Chow pellet creep for about 3 weeks now and their intake
has been increasing the past week or so. They have free choice alfalfa in their creep pen as well as a
mixed grass hay with the ewes. I took temps yesterday of two of the lambs I thought were acting the
worst, one was 103.4 and the other was 104.4. None of them have scours, look bloated or have runny noses. All are still occasionally consuming feed, hay, water and are nursing. They all got 1 cc of CD-T at 3 days
old and I was going to give them all a full dose of 2 cc this past weekend, but didn't because of the way
they were acting. The lambs did get into a part of the pen that has some older bales of hay. Can you
please let me know what I might be dealing with and what I need to do to treat them?
A: Bot flies, they don’t like having the fly deposit larvae in their noses, no economic significance other
than disturbance.
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2016 Montana Wool Harvesting School
Monica Ebert, Montana
Wool Lab Manager, uses recently sheared wool to
demonstrate skirting

Photos by Sharon Henderson

Ryan Keyes helps Sawyer Evans with the
best technique for shearing the head

Mike Schuldt helps Heather Larkins with
proper head position of the ewe
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News from the Desk of Jim Brown
At the end of May, the MWGA submitted comments to the
U.S. Sheep Experiment Station (USSES) located in Dubois,
Idaho on the Station’s current environmental review undertaking. The Station is taking comment on the full range of its
existing operations. The environmental review is being performed pursuant to a settlement reached between the USEES
and Western Watersheds and other self-styled environmental
protection groups on a lawsuit filed against the Station by the
former.

Service and BLM to find suitable alternative allotments for
those sheep operators whose federal grazing permits are located in bighorn habitat and who have had their permits reduced or withdrawn as a result. In addition, MWGA requested
that no translocations of domestic sheep to alternative allotments be required until and unless NEPA review has first been
completed on those alternative allotments.

MWGA members also met with representatives of the BLM
and US Forest Service, while others met with USDA officials.
At this point in time, and until the environmental review is
The Montana group received a tour of the U.S. Capital Buildfinished, the USSES has agreed to forego using some of their ing from Representative Zinke’s staff. Sentor Daines’ staff
sheep allotments. This decision was based, in part, on the
joined the MWGA group for lunch in the Senate Dining Room,
University of Idaho’s decision to not provide sheep or supa private dining establishment in the US Capital Building near
porting staff while the litigation and environmental review are the Senate. The trip was capped off by attending the annual
pending. The decision by the University of Idaho to pull their ASI sheep barbeque. MWGA was honored to have Represheep was not court ordered, so, the decision by the U of Ida- sentative Zinke personally join us at the barbeque.
ho to withdraw their sheep is deeply disappointing.
The ASI Washington Policy Summit is conducted every year in
A copy of the comments submitted by MWGA on the environ- March. The MWGA strongly urges its members, such as you,
mental review are included in this edition of the magazine. In to join us on this important trip next March. We know you will
substance, MWGA recommends the USSES continue its histor- enjoy the DC experience and, as always, the ASI fly-in is always
the most effective way of directly communicating our policy
ical and ongoing grazing and associated activities without
positions to those in charge of making those policies. Your
change.
voice is important; your voice is needed.
In addition to submitting comments in support of the USSES’s
mission during the environmental review process, MWGA also
advocated for the Station during the Washington DC congressional fly-in held in March. During the MWGA’s meetings with
Montana’s congressional delegation, we advocated for Congress to show its support for ARS by adequately funding that
agency. We communicated to the delegation the importance
of the research conducted at the USSES. Furthermore,
MWGA indicated that the entire domestic sheep industry
needs the research performed at the USSES in order to remain
competitive in an increasingly global marketplace.
During the DC fly-in, MWGA also advocated for the continued
use of public lands for grazing purposes and for increased
funding for federal agency range budgets. In addition, MWGA
expressed its strong support for USDA Wildlife Services funding, while requesting that Congress reject any cuts to the
agency proposed by the President. We advocated for additional funding to be directed to eradicate scrapie. To this end,
APHIS projects that scrapie can be eradicated from the US by
2018 if proper resources are directed to doing so. Finally,
MWGA also asked our congressional delegation, namely Senators Daines and Tester, as they sit on the Senate Appropriations committee, to include language that requires the Forest
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L to R: Greg Wichman, Johna McEwen, Lenora McEwen, Dave
McEwen, Jesse Wallewein, and Jim Brown stand beside the Charlie
Russell statue in the U.S. Capital.

Jim Brown and Dave McEwen take a moment to
chat with Steve Daines.

Dave McEwen, Jim Brown, and Greg Wichman waiting to
go to lunch in the USDA Building after meetings

Reed Anderson (Oregon), Dan Lippert (Minnesota), Betty Sampsel (Stanford, MT),
and
Angelo Dave
“Butch”
TheosRepresentative
(Colorado) were
honored
for them
time pent
on Brown
the had the pleasure of meeting with
Greg
Wichman,
McEwen,
Ryan
Zinke, Jesse
Wallewein,
and Jim
Rep.Lamb
ZinkeBoard
in his office in Washington, D.C.
American
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MWGA spent quality
time with Senator
Steve Daines in his
office discussing important issues to
Montanan’s.

Jim Brown acting as tour guide for the
National Mall and US Capital Buildings.

Lenora and Dave McEwen,
Greg Wichman, and Monica
Ebert discussing important
Washington “sights to see”
with Rep. Zinke at the ASI
Lamb BBQ.
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MWGA Defends Its’ Members Grazing Operations in Federal Court
By Jim Brown
On May 26, 2016, the Federal District Court of Montana, Butte Division,
heard oral argument on the lawsuit filed by Western Watersheds, the
Gallatin Wildlife Association and other Plaintiffs against the United
States Forest Service. The lawsuit involves a challenge by the Plaintiffs
of continued domestic sheep grazing on allotments located within the
Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest. Specifically, the Plaintiffs seek
an order from the federal court removing the Helle, Konen, and Rebish
families from their federal grazing allotments.

grazing already taking place on private, deeded lands.

In July of 2015, Judge Morris, the sitting federal judge on the case, denied the Plaintiffs’ request for the Court to issue an injunction order
prohibiting the producer families from utilizing their federal grazing
leases during last year’s grazing season. In his Order denying the injunction request, Judge Morris determined that the Plaintiffs were likely not
to succeed on the merits of their claims after substantive argument was
made.

The MWGA and ASI are hopeful, but not overly confident, that the Federal Court will see the Plaintiffs’ case for what it is – an improper attempt to use the federal court system as the surrogate for making wildlife management decisions approved by the State of Montana. And, in
this vein, we are hopeful that Judge Morris will dismiss the Plaintiffs
case in full. If you are interested in reading the content of the legal
briefs filed jointly by MWGA and ASI, those can be found on MWGA’s
webpage by clicking on the J Brown link.

In addition, MWGA and ASI pointed out that, unlike the on the ground
situation in the Payette National Forest where the bighorn range was
overlapping with the domestic sheep allotments resulting in a high
probability of interaction between the two species, the spatial situation
in the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest is exactly the opposite. In
the 13 years since the reintroduction of bighorn sheep into the Greenhorn Mountain range, there has never been a single instance where a
Last August, the Montana Wool Growers Association and the American bighorn sheep, namely a ram, has come within the proximity of the
Sheep Industry intervened together in the case on behalf of the produc- federal grazing allotments. In addition, in its briefing, the Sheep Induser families and in support of the US Forest Service. The lawsuit is one of try pointed out that the Forest Service, during the environmental rea series of legal challenges to domestic sheep grazing operations oper- view process, went above and beyond in its analysis of the alleged
ating on federal forest service allotments. In March of this year, the 9 th ‘threat’ posed by continued domestic sheep grazing on the Forest when
Circuit Court of Appeals affirmed a lower court order that closed down
it conducted a wholly separate stand-alone review of that issue. As part
roughly 70% of domestic sheep grazing that had historically occurred
of that review, the Forest Service specifically concluded that there is
within the Payette National Forest in Idaho. That Idaho lawsuit was also adequate separation between the greenhorn sheep herd and the dofiled by Western Watersheds.
mestic sheep allotments. Finally, the Sheep Industry pointed out that
domestic sheep grazing has transpired in the Gravely Mountains well
The lawsuit filed in Montana parrots many of the arguments made by
before the Forest Service as an agency was even created, and that dothe Plaintiffs in the Payette National Forest suit. The present lawsuit
mestic sheep grazing has never posed a threat to any form of wildlife,
alleges that the US Forest Service, when promulgating the Revised
whether the species is bighorn sheep or grizzly bears.
Forest Plan for the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest in 2009-10,
failed to properly analyze the environmental impacts of domestic sheep The federal hearing on the Plaintiffs’ legal claims went well for ‘our’
grazing on the Forest. The primary legal claims being that (1) the Forest side. Judge Morris was fully engaged in the case and asked excellent
Service failed to disclose to the public a memorandum of understanding questions of the Plaintiffs’ counsel about Plaintiffs’ allegations that
(MOU) by and between Montana FWP, the BLM, the Forest Service, and domestic sheep grazing presented an immediate threat to the health of
the producer families, which such MOU contains management actions
the Greenhorn Bighorn Sheep population. Judge Morris indicated he
for dealing with possible domestic sheep-bighorn sheep interactions
would have a ruling on the merits of the Plaintiffs’ claims issued prior to
and (2) that the mere presence of domestic sheep in the Forest present early July, the time when the sheep producers will once again turn out
a disease threat to the Greenhorn Mountain Bighorn Sheep population. their sheep on the national forest for summer pasturing.

The MWGA and ASI filed two legal briefs in support of the producer
families and in support of continued domestic sheep grazing within the
Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest. In its briefing, the sheep industry argued that, contrary to what the Plaintiffs assert in their case, the
MOU was disclosed by the Forest Service during the public comment
period. This was shown by the fact that Plaintiff Gallatin Wildlife Association actually submitted written comment on the Forest Service criticizing the MOU and the management proscriptions contained therein. In
addition, the sheep industry pointed out that the management proscriptions contained in the MOU for maintaining separation of the two
species were fully analyzed as part of the environmental review process
conducted by MT FWP on its decision to reintroduce bighorn sheep into
the Gravely Mountains in 2003 – a decision that was made knowing that
those sheep would be placed in an area that was proximate to sheep
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Survey of serum trace mineral concentrations in weaned
Montana ram lambs
C. M. Page†, M. L. Van Emon†, S. Spear†, T. W. Murphy‡, J. G. Bowman†, and W. C. Stewart†*
†Department of Animal and Range Sciences, Montana State University, Bozeman MT
‡Department of Animal Science, University of Wisconsin–Madison, Madison WI

% Ranches

Clinical and subclinical trace mineral deficiencies can limit productivity in western sheep production systems. The objective of the survey was to quantify trace mineral status among Montana ram lambs
post weaning. Based on prior research investigating forage trace mineral concentrations and trace mineral status in cattle, we hypothesized that clinical and subclinical deficiencies would be most prominent
with Zn and Se. To test this hypothesis, serum samples (n = 201) were collected from ram lambs 8 to 10
mo of age (BW 52.8 ± 16 kg) at 21 locations throughout Montana and analyzed for Co, Cu, Fe, Mn, Mo, Se,
and Zn. The average concentration and range for each trace mineral analyzed in the serum samples were:
Co (1.00 ± 0.079 ng/mL; 0.09-6.22 ng/mL), Cu (0.84 ± 0.016 µg/mL; 0.31.61 µg/mL), Fe (154.85 ± 3.682 µg/dL;
26-350 µg/dL), Mn (2.56 ± 0.225 ng/mL; 0.7-31.3 ng/mL), Mo (40.14 ± 5.001 ng/mL; 2.8-456.5 ng/mL), Se
(111.42 ± 3.31 ng/mL; 16-197 ng/mL), and Zn (0.73 ± 0.015 µg/mL, 0.31.74 µg/mL). The two most deficient and
marginally deficient minerals across Montana were Se (19% of ranches deficient; 24% of ranches marginally
deficient) and Zn (14% of ranches deficient; 52% of ranches marginally deficient). All Se deficient samples
were obtained from western Montana. There was considerable variation in serum trace mineral concentrations within individual flocks. Given that Se and Zn play major roles in growth, fertility, and immunity,
results suggest opportunities for more effective supplementation strategies. Producers and nutritionists
alike can use these results to identify mineral deficient areas and develop cost effective mineral supplementation management practices.
Ranches that participated in this study will receive a more detailed summary of what was seen on
their own properties. We are still analyzing water samples that were collected to compare any antagonistic minerals that might have been present. The MSU sheep program has also started a study to determine
the effects that zinc supplementation (inorganic vs. organic) has on growth and fertility in developing
rams.
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Zinc Status
Figure 1: Distribution of Se status across 21 Montana
sheep operations. Deficient: < 50 ng/mL; Marginally
deficient: 50 to 90 ng/mL; Adequate: 110 to 160 ng/mL;
and Toxic: > 160 ng/mL (Herdt, 2000).

Figure 2: Distribution of Zn status across 21 Montana
sheep operations. Deficient: < 0.6 μg/mL; Marginally
deficient: 0.6 to 0.8 μg/mL; Adequate: 0.8 to 1.2 μg/mL;
and Toxic: > 1.2 μg/mL (Herdt, 2000).
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Planning Underway for 2016 Ewe Sale
By Cheryl Schuldt, Ewe Sale Manager

Save the date—September 14, 2016! Wednesday, September 14 will mark the 3rd annual Eastern Montana
Ewe Sale held in conjunction with the Montana Ram Sale. The growth of the ewe sale is indicative of the
quality of yearling whiteface ewes that have been consigned. Last year was the first year that blackface
ewes were offered and they were well received also.
Several out-of-state buyers come to the sale to grow or start their flock. Last year we had registered buyers from Wyoming, Idaho, Washington, South and North Dakota, Oregon and Utah plus several internet
bidders.
All ewes will be penned in the Agri-Sports building (blue sale barn) as in the past. Mutton breed ewes will
be offered in lots of five. All whiteface breeds will sell in lots of 10, 20, 100 and semi-loads. Anyone consigning a semi-load will have the option of bringing a representative pen to Miles City.
The entry form can be found in this issue of the Montana Wool Grower Magazine. We will begin taking
entries July 1, 2016. In order to consign to the 2016 sale you need to be a member in good standing of the
Montana Wool Growers Association. If you have questions about consigning or buying ewes please contact Ewe Sale Manager, Cheryl Schuldt, at 406-945-0404 or via email at cherylschuldt@hotmail.com. Ewe
Sale Chairman, Cord Bieber can be reached at 406-421-5456.

Henry Hollenbeck of Molt sells a semi load of ewes at the
2015 2nd Annual Montana Ewe Sale
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MONTANA WOOLGROWERS ASSOCIATION COMMERCIAL EWE SALE
ENTRY FORM
July 1, 2016 begin taking entries
ALL ENTRIES AND ENTRY FEES Due August 1, 2016
(One entry form per lot)
Please return entry form and fees to: Cheryl Schuldt; 2705 Sudlow; Miles City, MT 59301
Questions/More Information call 406-945-0404 or email cherylschuldt@hotmail.com

Name _________________________________________ Phone _____________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________
Lot Size, Number of Ewes (Circle One)

5 (mutton breeds only)

10

20

100

47,500 # approx 300 head (semi load)
Entry Fee $ 5.00 per head
Breed ___________________________________ Age ____________________________
The above sheep are mortgaged to _____________________________________________
(If not mortgaged write “None.” DO NOT LEAVE BLANK, we will not accept entries if left blank.)

____________________________________________
(Signature)

________________________________________________
(Date)

**THE FOLLOWING MAY BE SENT AT A LATER DATE BUT IS DUE SEPTEMBER 1, 2016**
Location (on 100 & Semi Load Lots) _____________________________________________
Remarks/Comments (100 words maximum)
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Wool for Future Generations
By Monica Ebert, MSU Wool Lab Manager
As I reflect on my recent travels to the 2016 International Wool Textile Organization (IWTO) Congress
in Sydney, Australia, I cannot help but be excited for the
future of wool. The IWTO Congress is a unique opportunity for wool growers to engage with industry professionals from across the entire supply chain, including
retailers. A record number of over 400 delegates were
in attendance to learn about the latest industry news
and insights, the achievements of the Australian wool
industry and innovations in the supply chain both onfarm and in processing.

these young people engaged will assist in building their
desire to continue working in the wool industry. In addition to the young professional program many of the
speakers emphasized the need to target younger generations Y and Z consumers as they have the power to
spend and are often times an overlooked demographic
when regarding wool.

The theme this year was, “Wool for Future Generations,” which gave way to an excellent young professional program to highlight and encourage young people to take part in the wool industry. I had the opportunity to take part in this program first-hand, as a third
time IWTO young professional delegate, I assisted the
IWTO staff as the young professional coordinator for the
event this year. 20 ‘young professionals’ representing
eight different countries and many stages along the supply chain attended the event. This group of individuals
under the age of 35, most of which were first time
attendees, are all assigned a buddy to help
them get acquainted
with the other delegates to help them get
the most possible out
of the congress. By
assigning each young
professional a buddy
allows the younger
generation to adjust
to the congress setting
much more quickly
and easily with the
hope that by keeping

The Australian Wool Innovation put together an
incredible group of speakers for the three-day event.
From learning about innovations in on-farm research
and technology to being challenged to better represent
wool products to consumers and make our voice heard
every speaker inspired and equipped me to take this
information and implement new strategies to carry the
wool industry forward here in the United States. In addition to taking in the congress, I visited the Australian
Wool Innovation/The Woolmark Company headquarters
in Sydney as well as the Australian Wool Testing Authority in Melbourne to tour their state-of-the-art facilities
and to bring home ideas to better improve the Montana
Wool Lab. All of these incredible experiences certainly
fueled my passion for the wool industry and I am excited to see what the future holds.
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Dryland Alfalfa Questions and Answers
By Tyler Lane, Choteau County Extension Agent
What is an economic stand for alfalfa? We like
to see at least 3-4 plants per square foot in an irrigated field, and 2-3 plants/ square foot in dryland. Or you
can also do a mean stem count, and once you get less
than 40 stems/ square foot, we recommend renovating (Emily Glunk, 2015).

equates to approximately 23 seeds per square foot.
Heavier seeding rates will lead to over-competition
during establishment.

When should alfalfa be seeded if I can’t get
into the field in the spring? Summer might be an option. It is a good idea to be able to plant it so that he
Should I inoculate my seed? If not already in- can get at least to the 5th trifoliate stage in the alfalfa
oculated when purchased, inoculate alfalfa seed with before winter that should give more established
nitrogen-fixing bacteria Rhizobium meliloti, specific
stand that following spring. A good rule of thumb to
for alfalfa. Even when planting on land that has algo by is to plant 6-8 weeks prior to the average date
ready grown alfalfa there is no practical means of
of the first killing frost in order to allow enough time
knowing if effective nitrogen fixing bacteria remain in for growth.(Emily Glunk, 2016).
the soil. Proper inoculation ensures the availability of
What is recommended for crop rotations?
an adequate number of effective bacteria to infect
When an old stand is terminated, it is recommended
the root hairs and develop active nodules.
to rotate to an alternative crop for two years before
What is the recommended seeding rate for
returning to alfalfa. ‘Willow Creek’ forage winter
dryland alfalfa? In numerous dryland trials across
wheat or cereal forages are very useful to ranchers
Montana, no yield or stand advantage has been docu- who want to continue producing hay. In Chouteau
mented at planting rates higher than 5 pounds of
County where crop-fallow is practiced, forages
pure live seed (PLS) per acre. Five pounds of PLS
should be planted following a season of fallow, either
into a prepared seedbed or standing chemicallyfallowed stubble. Replacing alfalfa with sainfoin may
be a viable option.
What if I want to broadcast seed? Harrowing
before seeding is a good recommendation because
soil moisture is turned up (Wichman, 2013)
I have cheat grass in my alfalfa. Should I clip
it? You have approximately 10 days after heading before the cheat grass produces viable seed. The problem with clipping cheatgrass is that there is enough
cheatgrass in the residue that you will have another
flush of cheatgrass in the next hay crop as well.
(Wichman, 2015).

Information for this article came from
Dave Wichman (MSU-CARC Superintendent), Emily
Glunk (MSU Extension Forage Specialist), and the
Montguide MT 200504 AG (Establishing a Successful
Alfalfa Crop). For further information on forage production, please contact the Chouteau County Extension office at 622-3751 or stop in for a visit. We are
located in the Chouteau County Courthouse basement.
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In Memory
The Montana Woolgrower’s Memorial Fund
The Montana Woolgrower Memorial Fund (official name
“Educational and Research Endowment Fund”) was established in 1983
when over $100 was sent to the association in memory of Miles City
sheepman/wool buyer, Duncan McDonald. A savings account was established for such a purpose and others, wanting to remember longtime
sheepmen, be they friends or relatives, made similar donations.
In 1984 the Board filed the necessary papers to make such
gifts tax deductible and a three-person board was appointed to oversee
the account. The original board consisted of Don McKamey, Bill
Lehfeldt, and Ralph Dreyer.
Funds must be used for educational or research purposes only
and cannot be used for expenses of the Woolgrowers Association. The
present board consists of Jim Whiteside, chairman, John Baucus, and
Bob Lehfeldt.
Those wishing to make a donation should make the check out
to Montana Woolgrower Association Memorial Fund and send it to the
Helena office. You will receive a receipt and if the memorial donation is
sent in memory of someone, that person’s family will also receive an
acknowledgement.

assistant/medic. In 1945, after his discharge at the end of the
war, he returned to MSC and finished his undergraduate degree in Dairy Production. He married Ethel Andersen in Dillon
in 1948. After college, they returned to Dillon to ranch. At this
time, he also taught Physics and Chemistry at the Dillon Normal School (now UMW) as well as the Veterans on the Farm
Classes for returning GIs. In 1953, he applied to, and was accepted into the Washington State College School of Veterinary Medicine. He received his DVM in 1957, and in that same
year, he started his career at Montana State College, (now
MSU), in the Veterinary Science Department. While there, he
did research on diseases of cattle, sheep and horses, as well
as practiced the clinical aspects of Veterinary Medicine. He
also taught classes, and he was a pre-vet advisor and mentor
for many students. In 1973, he left MSU as the head of the
Department of Veterinary Research to return to Dillon where
he entered private practice. He was a nationally recognized
expert on sheep and sheep diseases. He was a past president
and life member of both the Montana Veterinary Medical
Association, and the Intermountain Veterinary Medical Association as well as a life member of the American Veterinary
Medical Association.

John C Paugh
Jack and Kathryn McRae
Marshall & Gwen Haferkamp

Gerry Devlin

He was also a member and secretary of the Montana Board
of Veterinary Medical Examiners for many years. He was a
long time member of the Montana Wool Growers, the Montana Stock Growers Association, as well as the Southwestern
Montana Stock Growers. He was the Ram Sale Veterinarian
for the
Montana
Wool Growers from
1957 until
2014.

Jack and Kathryn McRae

Ed Smith
Jack and Kathryn McRae
Bill Lehfeldt

Dr. Bill Hawkins
Jack and Kathryn McRae
Bob Gilbert
Rebish & Helle Families
Kimberly Laden

Leonard Kramer
Kimberly Laden

Dr. William Watson Hawkins, Jr.
Dr. William (Bill) Hawkins passed away on the afternoon of
April 4, 2016 at the age of 88 following a brief illness. He was
born November 10, 1927 in the old Barrett Hospital in Dillon,
MT to William “Hap” Hawkins, and Catherine (Jones) Hawkins. He attended local schools, and was graduated from Beaverhead County High School in 1944. After high school he
attended Montana State College in Bozeman . His college
education was interrupted due to his enlistment in the Army,
where he served in the Pacific during WWII as a surgeons’
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He served several terms as a Dillon City Councilman, was on
several local boards, and was currently on the Beaverhead
County Health Board. He belonged to the Dillon Elks, the
Danish Brotherhood in America, as well as the local VFW
Post. He enjoyed hunting, and the outdoors. His real passion
was his work, and visiting with his many clients/friends that
he served for so many years. He was a story teller for sure,
and he will be missed by all.

avid golfer and a world traveler. Did you know that during his
broadcasting years, he and Phyllis used to escort groups on
trips with Blue Caboose Tour Agency? They went to Australia,
New Zealand and Fiji five times, as well as on cruises with
destinations such as the Panama Canal, Puerto Rico and Hawaii. He had visited every state in the United States and every
continent on the planet. Not bad for a kid who grew up on a
farm he used to refer to as “two rocks and one dirt” in northwestern Missouri.

Bill was preceded in death by his parents, and his wife of almost 51 years, Ethel. He is survived by his children, James B.
Hawkins (Jean) of Great Falls, MT, Jane M. Hawkins ( Wayne
Carley) of San Francisco, CA and Polaris, MT, and John D.
Hawkins ( Debbie) of Dillon. He is also survived by his granddaughter Catherine Hawkins of Dillon, his brother Dan Hawkins of Fairbanks, AK, nephews Mike and Bill Hawkins, also of
AK, niece Elizabeth Hammer of Washington, and nephew
Russell Jones of Bozeman.

You may have read about Conrad’s accolades during his time
in the US senate, including championing small business, rural
telecommunications, conservation and agriculture issues.
You may not be aware that he is also in the Montana Handball Hall of Fame. At least he used to tell us he is, we’re not
even sure there is a Montana Handball Hall of Fame. But if
there is, he’d sure be in it.

Dr. Hawkins, cont.

He attended a few years of college at University of Missouri,
and has a number of honorary degrees, including one from
The School of Hard Knocks, presented to him by Sen. Robert
Byrd (D-WV). The telecommunications center in the engineering department at Montana State University is even named
after him. He didn’t graduate college, instead opting to leave
school and join the US Marine Corps. He was often asked
what he got his degree in, and would usually say that he had
an NDBA: No Degree, but Boss Anyway.

Conrad Burns
On April 28, 2016, Conrad
Burns died peacefully in his
home in Billings. He was well
known to Montanans for his
service in the US Senate
from 1989 to 2007. His history, from his birth in 1935 in
Gallatin, Mo., to his military
service, to his various jobs
prior to and including politics, has been outlined in a
number of articles on the

In addition to his wife, Phyllis, of Billings, he will be missed by
his daughter, Dr. Keely Godwin and her husband Noah, of
Durham, N.C., and his son, Garrett Burns and his wife, Kate,
of Alexandria, Va., as well as his sister, Judy Norris, of Middlebrook, Va. He also leaves three grandchildren, Ella Godwin
(10), Isobel Burns (6), and Riley Burns (1). He was pretty sure
that they were the best grandchildren God ever gave a man,
and we are inclined to agree with him.

news of his passing.
In the early 60’s, Conrad moved to Montana. It was there he
married Phyllis Kuhlmann, whom he met previously at her
father’s bull sales in North Platte, Neb., while he was working
for Polled Hereford Association.

At the pearly gates, he will be greeted by his parents, Russell
and Mary Frances Burns, his brother-in-law, Stan Norris, as
well as his daughter, Kate, who passed away at age of 15 in
1985. This is in addition to the dear friends and relatives who
have gone ahead, including one of his best friends in the US
Senate, Ted Stevens of Alaska (1923-2010), who probably already has the poker game and cigars set up and waiting for
him.

To hear him tell it, when he moved to Billings and discovered
that Phyllis had also moved there to teach, he called her up
to ask her to a movie and she responded, “Yes, I’ll marry
you.” (Her version of the story is a little different: she had her
roommate turn him down because she had stayed home that
day with laryngitis.)
Before entering politics, Conrad was a bit of a jack-of-alltrades: cattle trader, auctioneer, high school football referee,
radio and television ag broadcaster.
He participated in Rotary and the Al Bedoo Shrine, both in
the marching corps and the Black Horse Patrol. He was an
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Contact MWGA if you would like to be listed here

Breeder’s Directory
Columbia
MT COLUMBIA SHEEP ASSN.
Raina Blackman
2925 Craig Frontage Road
Wolf Creek, MT 59648
(406) 235-4227
scottblackman1965@gmail.com
PRAIRIE ISLAND
Jim & Margaret Eller
415 Knapstad Road
Sun River, MT 59483
(406) 264-5426
3ellers@3rivers.net
HRH SHEEP RANCH
Hayden Hammontree
PO Box 293
Hobson, MT 59452
(406) 423-5512
hrh2k@yahoo.com
GRACE PANKRATZ
PO Box 288
Opheim, MT 59250
(406) 724-3232
glpankratz@yahoo.com
LONI BLACKMAN
2925 Craig Frontage Road
Wolf Creek, MT 59648
(406) 231-0901
loniblackman@yahoo.com
PAT & BEV GIBBS
513 Van Norman Road
PO Box 382
Jordan, MT 59337
(406) 977-2852
pbgibbs@midrivers.com
DOUGLAS HITCH
P.O. Box 368
Hobson, MT 59452
(406) 423-5651
dhitch@itstriangle.com
LANGHUS COLUMBIAS
Gene and Mary Langhus
147 Main Boulder Road
Big Timber, MT 59011
(406) 932-4718
langhussheep@mtintouch.net
www.langhussheep.com

LOGAN AND DOUG PIERCE
P.O. Box 134
Harlowton, MT 59036
(406) 632-4419
doug-pierce@hotmail.com
TIMBER COULEE COLUMBIAS
Luanne Wallewein
P.O. Box 129
Sunburst, MT 59482
(406) 937-2775
wallywld@northerntel.net
HART SHEEP COMPANY
Brian Hart
74 Truly Loop
Great Falls, MT 59405
(406) 736-5750
mtaerie.key@gmail.com
Hampshire
DAVID AND JENNIFER BRECK
P.O. Box 1331
Big Timber, MT 59011
(406) 932-6404
breckmt@mtintouch.net
EDNA ENGLERT
114 Bridger Fromberg Road
Bridger, MT 59014
(406) 662-3236
Rambouillet
HELLE RAMBOUILLETS
John Helle
1350 Stone Creek Road
Dillon, MT 59725
(406) 683-6686
jhelle64@gmail.com
www.finewoolsheep.com
LEHFELDT RAMBOUILLETS
Bob, Marie, Ben, and Jamie
Lehfeldt
P.O. Box 175
Lavina, MT 59046
(406) 636-2731
levi@midrivers.com
Shropshire
CRAGO FAMILY RANCH
Mark and Jennifer Crago
22 Maki Hill Road
Columbus, MT 59019
(406) 322-9935
markcrago@netzero.net

South African Meat Merino
GENE AND MARY LANGHUS
147 Main Boulder Road
Big Timber, MT 59011
(406) 932-4718
langhussheep@mtintouch.net
www.langhussheep.com
Suffolk
MONTANA SUFFOLK ASSN.
296 Wyttenhove Lane
Miles City, MT 59301
(406) 232-1060
www.mtsuffolksheep.org
ROBERTTA DAWE
2 Ten Mile Lane
Big Timber, MT 59011
(406) 932-6529
krdawe@itstriangle.com
HEART LAZY P SUFFOLKS
Dana Penrod
51 Perkins Lane
Miles City, MT 59301
(406) 234-2648
heartlazyp@midrivers.com
wwwheartlazypsuffolk.com
KNUTSON SUFFOLK
Kim Knutson
P.O. Box 250
Clyde Park, MT 59018
(406) 578-9175
kimssuffolks@yahoo.com
www.knutsonsuffolks.com
McKAY SUFFOLKS
Bill McKay/Scott McKay
(406) 866-3368/(406) 7995398
P.O. Box 71
Ulm, MT 59485-0071
http://
mckaysuffolks.weebly.com/
suffolk406@gmail.com
MITCHELL’S MILEHIGH
RANCH
The Mitchell & Creason Families
142 Pine Creek Road
Livingston, MT 59047
(406) 222-3208
creason@wispwest.net
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MURRAY SUFFOLKS
Walt and Angela Murray
174 Tongue River Road
Miles City, MT 59301
(406) 234-2676
wamurray@midrivers.com
RATH SUFFOLKS
296 Wyttenhove Lane
Miles City, MT 59301
(406) 232-1060
STEVENS RANCH
Norm and Gail Stevens
P.O. Box 286
Joliet, MT 59041
(406) 962-3558
stevensranch@q.com
www.stevensranchsuffolk.co
m
Suffolk X Hampshire
GIBBS RANGE RAMS
Pat and Bev Gibbs
513 Van Norman Road
Jordan, MT 59337
(406) 557-2852
pbgibbs@midrivers.com

Targhee
MONTANA TARGHEE SHEEP
ASSN.
Elisha Lewis, secretary
342 Svenson Road
Reed Point, MT 59069
(406) 326-2306
lewisranch@itstriangle.com
LEO BARTHELMESS
25826 Content Road
Malta, MT 59538
(406) 658-2627
ledar@mtintouch.net
SKULL CREEK TARGHEES
Kristin and Cord Bieber
409 Skull Creek Road
Brockway, MT 59214
(406) 672-4471
k.mcrae.bieber@gmail.com
DALLAS SHEEP OUTFIT
Chuck Dallas, Mardy, Cassie, &
Cody Dallas
131 Horse Creek Road South
Wilsall, MT 59086
(406) 578-2159
dallassheep@mcn.net
EVERETT RANCH
Marie Everett
3098 Mack Smith Lane
Stevensville, MT 59870
(406) 777-5217
everettranch@centric.net
CAROLYN I. GREEN
P.O. Box 266
Mellville, MT 59055
(406) 537-4472
greenranch@mtintouch.net
HUGHES NEWFORD CO.
John and Betty Sampsel
P.O. Box 558
Stanford, MT 59479
(406) 566-2700
hnco@mtintouch.net
KORMAN RANCH TARGHEES
Ron and Maxine Korman
P.O. Box 162
(406) 648-5536
kormanmax@hotmail.com

LEWIS FAMILY RANCH
Ralph, Elisha, Ryan, and Rory
Lewis
342 Svenson Road
Reed Point, MT 59069
(406) 326-2306
lewisranch@itstriangle.com
McRAE BROTHERS TARGHEES
Jack and Kathryn McRae
31 McRae Lane
Jordan, MT 59337
(406) 557-6266
jmcrae@midrivers.com

TUNBY RANCH
Randy Tunby
P.O. Box 1244
Baker, MT 59313
(406) 772-5627
tunby@midrivers.com
WINSTON FAMILY
Justin, Amy, McKinlee, &
Natalee
860 Hwy 431
Fairfield, MT 59436
(406) 980-0325
frontrangesheepco@gmail.com

MONTANA AG EXP STATION
Dr. Whit Stewart
Montana State University
Bozeman, MT 59717
(406) 994-3415
rkott@montana.edu

CLOVER MEADOWS, LLC
Cal & Julie Ward
3424 MT Hwy 287
Sheridan, MT 59749
(406) 842-5235

MONTANA SHEEP COMPANY
Brent, Tracie, Ben, & Caroline
Roeder
950 County Line Road
Fort Shaw, MT 59443
(406) 467-2462
roeder@3rivers.net

Merino
Scot and Shannon Tamblyn
PO Box 227
Shepherd, MT
(406) 794-1036
(406) 794-5913
hedstrom1974@yahoo.com

ORTMANN TARGHEES
Henry Ortmann
(406) 392-5277
Sam Ortmann
4169 Road 1081
Wolf Point, MT 59201
(406) 392-5356
mtwool@nemontel.net

Targhee X Columbia
RAFTER RANCH
Don and Liz Jones
64542 Highway 43
Wise River, MT 59762
(406) 832-3219

PAUGH, INC.
Jerry Paugh
(406) 962-3636
paranch@msn.com
John Paugh, Jr.
525 Coulee Drive
Bozeman, MT 59718
(406) 585-9356
dmaepaugh@bresnan.net
SIEBEN LIVE STOCK CO.
Chase T. Hibbard
P.O. Box 835
Helena, MT 59624
(406) 442-1803
chase@siebenranch.com

clovermeadowsmt@gmail.com

White Suffolk
GARY HEILIG
2936 North Trout Creek Road
Moore, MT 59464
(406) 374-2313
ghheilig@itstriangle.com
Guard & Working Dogs
Great Pyrenees, Akbash, Komondor, Border Collie, Australian, & Anatolian Shepherds
5-R STOCKDOGS
Marvin Dunster & Carrie Bigelow
326 Convert Lane
Billings, MT 59101
(406) 670-3575
(406) 208-8576

35

Sharplaninac, Pyrenees, &
Maremma Guard Dogs
J. KERMIT & SANDY PETERSEN
1411 22nd Ave. N. W.
Sidney, MT 59270
h. (406) 482-3016
C. (406) 480-4193
Spanish Mastiff
LEO BARTHELMESS
25826 Content Road
Malta, MT 59538
(406) 658-2627
ledar@mtintouch.net
Spanish Mastiff, Pyrenean
Mastiffs,
Turkish Kangals, and LGD
Crosses
CINCO DESEOS RANCH
Brenda M. Negri
Winnemucca, Nevada
ldgnevada@gmail.com
www.lgdnevada.com
c. (775) 931-0038
h. (775) 623-6292
Akbash/Great Pyrenees
Triple 9 Ranch
David & Tracy Kelsey
25279 US HWY 191 N
Buffalo, MT 59418
Home (406) 374-2440
Cell (406) 380-2132

Montana Wool Growers Association
PO Box 25
Whitlash, MT 59545
(406) 450-3429

MWGA attended “Montana Coffee” in Washington, D.C., a constituent breakfast co-sponsored by Senator Steve Daines, Senator Jon Tester, and Representative Ryan Zinke.
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