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MSU Extension Sheep Specialist
(406) 994-3415
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John Lehfeldt
(406) 636-4212
American Sheep Industry Assn. (ASI)
(303) 771-3500

Sam Ortmann (Nancy)
4169 Road 1081
Wolf Point, MT 59201
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mtwool@nemotel.net

Scrapie Tag Ordering Information
(866) 873-2824

Bob Walker
2283 Hwy 200
Richey, MT 59259
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walker@midrivers.com

Governor Steve Bullock
(406) 444-3111

Honorary Presidents

Online Sheep Transportation Permits
http://app.mt.gov/sheep

Senator John Walsh
((202) 224-2651
Senator Jon Tester
(866) 554-4403

Mike Hollenbeck (Eva)
403 South 56th Street West
Billings, MT 59106
(406) 669-3179
Xhangin4@yahoo.com

Lawrence Capra
Joe Helle
Vern Keller
Bill Lehfeldt
John Paugh

Representative Steve Daines
(202) 224-3121

Auction Markets

Public Auction Yards
Billings, MT
www.publicauctionyards.com
(406)-245-6447

Bowman Auction Market
Bowman, ND
www.bowmanauctionmarket.com
(877) 211-0600

Western Livestock Auction
Great Falls, MT
www.westernlivestockmontana.com
(866) 727-5401

St. Onge Livestock
Newell, SD
www.stongelivestock.com
(800) 409-4149

Glasgow Stockyards, Inc.
Glasgow, MT
www.glasgowstockyards.com
Headwaters Livestock Auction
Three Forks, MT
www.headwaterslivestock.com
(877) 917 COWS
Lewistown Livestock Auction
Lewistown, MT
www.laauctionco.com

Yellowstone Livestock Co.
Sidney, MT
www.yellowstonelivestock.com
(406) 482-3513
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Wool Pools and Buyers Operating In Montana
NE Montana Pool
Plentywood
Mark Rude
406-765-3406
Casey Osksa
406-286-5557
McCone Pool
Circle
Tandi Kassner
406-485-2605
MonDak Pool
Wibaux
Dave Bertelsen
406-796-2486
Bruce Smith
406-377-4277

Front Range Pool
Luanne Wallewein
406-937-2775
Sweetgrass/Stillwater
Big Timber
Mark King
406-932-5146
Upper Mushellshell
Harlowton
Stacey Grove
406-473-2244
Beaverhead/
Madison&Jefferson
Dillon
J P Tanner
406-683-3785

Lower Yellowstone Pool
Sidney
Tim Fine
406-433-1206

Western Pool
Jan Tusick
40821 Paulson Lane
Polson, MT 59860

Highline Pool
Malta
Marko Manoukian
406-684-2543

Snowy Mountain Pool
406-535-3919

Granite/Powell Pool
Phillipsburg
Dan Lucas
406-859-3304
Garfield County Pool
Jerry Hensleigh
Box 243
Jordan, MT 59337
406-557-2839
Buyers
High Plains Wool
Bruce Barker
307-674-4504
Center of the Nation
Belle Fouche
Larry Prager
605-892-6311
Billings
Scott Lammers
406-245-9112

Calendar
Montana Nutrition Conference
April 8 & 9
GranTree Inn-Bozeman
ASI Legislative Fly-inn
May 5-7, Washington, DC
Probable Consolidated Pool Deliveries
May 6-Plentywood
May 7-Sidney
May 8-Wibuax
May 9-Circle
May 10-Malta
May 13-Choteau
Bucking Horse Shearing Contest
May 17, Miles City, MT
Ram Sale Committee Meeting
June 2, Billings, MT
Billings Motel and Convention Center
Big Sky Fiber Arts Festival
June 13-15
Hamilton Fairgrounds-Hamilton
www.bigskyfiber.com
MWGA Summer Campout
June 20-22, Augusta
Willow Creek Reservoir

MWGA Dues
Dues to the Montana Wool Growers Association are $20 per membership plus $.06
per pound of wool (or $.60 per sheep). The $20 covers the cost of the Montana
Wool Grower magazine, membership in the American Sheep Industry Association
(ASI) and the ASI Newsletter that each member receives. The additional six cents
per pound is what the Association operates on as it works to improve the opportunities for raising sheep and wool in Montana.

Advertising Rates

For Subscription or Advertising:

$20 for 1/8 page
$45 for 1/4 page
$100 for 1/2 page
$165 for full page

Write, email, or call Brent Roeder.
The MWGA newsletter is printed quarterly with additional issues published as
needed.

About the Cover: A well dressed group of Montanans at the ASI
Convention in Charleston, SC. Marie and Bob Lehfeldt, Rick Haines
(Independent Ag Network-Idaho), Larry and Madge Pilster, Russell
Nemetz (Northern Ag Network), and Ben Lehfeldt.
The Montana Woolgrower is published quarterly.
Advertising and article deadline for the next issue: May 15
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Montana Range Days
June 23-25, Havre, MT
Howard Wyman School
July 13-16, Dixon, California
Montana Ram Sale
September 11, Miles City, MT
131th Annual MWGA
Annual Convention
December 5-6
Billings Hotel & Convention Center
Billings, MT
January 28-31, 2015
150th Annual ASI Convention
Reno, NV

130th MWGA Annual Convention

To introduce dogs to sheep which have never been with a guard
dog, you need to put ewes and lambs in a small pen for several
days with the dogs so they can run away. Sandy said you need
to have multiple dogs with each group of sheep as coyotes will
quickly learn to draw on dog away from the sheep, while another coyote slips around the back. Male dogs do not like strange
male dogs around and the same is true for female dogs. Pets
that are on the ranch before guard dogs are added are safe, but
care needs to be taken when adding pets after guard dogs are in
place. One of the advantages of having guard dogs is they will
take the sheep to all corners of the pasture improving grazing
utilization. Sandy said guard dogs need to be trained if a producer is using traps and snares. Sandy also said guard dogs will
bond to cattle in the absence of sheep and also believes in a
good health care program for the dogs. She finished out by saying most breeders have certain guarantees for their dogs.

December 6 & 7, 2013
Holiday Inn Grand, Billings, MT
The 130th annual Montana Woolgrowers convention
kicked off during a very cold weekend in Billings, Montana.
Attendance was down slightly due to the weather, but the board
was still very happy and grateful for the large turnout. The
MWGA board met on Thursday afternoon and after adjournment, Larry and Scott from Center of the Nation Wool tried to
warm everyone up with the traditional cocktail hour or two. A
big thank you to this year’s convention sponsors: Northwest
Farm Credit-Billings, Stockman Bank-Billings, Center of the
Nation Wool, Great Plains Wool, PAYS, Custom Ag Solutions,
Hinnaland Trucking, Bill Lehfeldt, DD Gilger Ranch, Sieben
Live Stock, and Sieben Ranch.
The icy blast and poor road conditions didn’t deter
sheep producers from making the trip to hear industry experts
talk about using guard dogs in Montana. The Friday morning
session drew a packed crowd at the Holiday Inn Grand as guard
dog experts Marv Dunster, Sandy Petersen and Nina Baucus
educated producers about how best to use the dogs in Montana.
Marv Dunster of 5/R Stockdogs in Billings started the panel off.
He said neighbor’s attitudes toward the guard dogs are important, as they will travel across boundary fences. Most people
call him when it’s already too late, as they are already experiencing sheep losses. Poor management can cause predation and
ranchers wanting to use dogs need to cross fence bigger pastures
to keep the sheep closer together. Marv recommended not placing siblings together and only place one or two dogs at a time.
Most people want a dog they can handle due to vet care, but
Marv said these dogs are not always the most effective for predator control. The average life expectancy for a guard dog in
Montana is about 3 years, but that can be expanded to 8 years
with proper management. Marv believes in an aggressive vaccination and worming schedule. The dogs need to be fed a good
meat based dog food instead of a corn based product and feeding carcasses doesn’t seem to teach them to eat lambs. Finally,
Marv cautioned sheep producers about raising their own dogs as
you end up with too much inbreeding and too many dogs.
Sandy Petersen of Petersen’s Guard Dogs from Sydney
stated that she has been in the guard dog business for 45 years
and was giving those attending some tips to brighten their
checkbooks. Sandy said they were losing 75% of their lamb
crop in the 70’s before they participated in a study by Amherst
College using guard dogs. She had two basic rules for the dogs:
1) Keep your hands of the dogs and 2) Feed the dogs with the
sheep. The dogs need to bond with the sheep and over handling
will transfer the bond to you instead of the sheep. Feeding the
dogs with the sheep ensures the dogs stays with the sheep and
gives you an excuse to check on sheep and pasture conditions.
If the dog tries to follow the truck or chase it, you need to run it
back to the sheep. Sandy likes a short haired dog and has some
specific guidelines for starting new dogs. Placing new dogs
with orphan lambs is not the best option. Putting pups in with
ewes and lambs ensures that the ewes will discipline the dogs
for chasing lambs. At about eight weeks of age the pups may
start playing with the lambs by chewing ears and pulling wool.
Sandy said you need to tell the dogs “NO” and use a soft pellet
air gun if necessary to break the habit. The dogs playing with
the sheep usually stops at one year of age if handled properly.

Nina Baucus of Sieben Ranch told the audience that
there are many different breeds of dogs, but Pyrenees are not
aggressive enough for them on bears. Nina said as soon as they
placed dogs with their sheep, the weaning weights and pregnancy rates went up. She warned producers that wolves are completely different than bears, as they will target the guard dogs
and you need bigger, more aggressive dogs to handle the
wolves. Solid white dogs work best for her as the sheep will
confuse the colored guard dogs for wolves and not want to bond
with them. She encouraged producers to train each dog with a
name and make sure they understood the word “NO.” A pocket
full of small rocks will help get their attention. She recommended producers leave the same dogs with the band of sheep
they leave the lambing barn with and don’t mix and match during the summer. She likes dogs that stay closer to the sheep and
don’t range out too far. Dominant dogs will travel in front of
the sheep with weaker dogs on the sides and rear. She closed by
saying if you have a dog that is aggressive to people, you need
to warn people either verbally or with signage.
Mike Hogan, Wildlife Services in Valier, and Dave
McEwen, MWGA board member and rancher from Galata,
spoke about integrating guard dogs into a Wildlife Services program. Dave stated that he likes to run 6 guard dogs per band
and uses mainly M-44’s to control coyotes. His losses before he
placed guard dogs were around 25% of his lamb crop per year.
Dave and Mike train the pups using M-44’s loaded with pepper
shells and find it to very effective. Mike explained he was first
exposed to guard dogs in the early 1980’s and wasn’t overly
impressed.
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Fast forward 30 years and he’s seen so many operations
sell out due to predation that he feels guard dogs are a necessity
for staying in the business. He explains that the dogs are just
another tool to use and with expanding species and number of
predators, producers need to use everything. If producers prefer
to use fence snares, they need to leash break their dogs and
check snares every day. Producers also need to be aware of
traps and snares on their neighbor’s property too.

dogs, as they use snares. They only keep one intact female at a
time and spay and neuter all the other dogs. They also don’t
keep siblings and don’t tolerate guard dogs playing with the
lambs. Sam stated that you need to worm the dogs and they use
lamb livers to administer the dose. When asked about feeding
the dogs, the panel stated you can add vegetable oil to the food
if really cold and you need a good dog food with less than 3%
fiber and more than 12% fat. They all agreed that adding only
one pup at a time was a good idea, as two will just play with
each other. Having dogs loose at lambing time depended on the
dogs. Some people left the old dogs out due to predation around
the barns and chained up the younger or problem dogs to keep
them out of trouble.
Allan Charles of Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks informed ranchers that a new state program would give them a
$500 tax credit for every isolated parcel of state land that they
gave the public access to. Ranchers were capped at a $2,000
benefit per year. Over a great lamb lunch, Dr. Kennedy of Pipestone Veterinary Clinic answered producer questions about
keeping sheep healthy and production practices. The lamb was
procured from Dave and Jenny Scott of Whitehall and their
company Highland lamb.
Due to the retirement of Dr. Kott, the bi-annual Sheep
Advisory Committee update was held at the convention to give
Montana State researchers more exposure to a larger audience.
Dr. Pat Hatfield, Professor and Interim Department Head, Animal & Range Sciences, gave an overview of the current situation
in the department and college. The University is currently seeking to fill the Dean of Agriculture and Director of Extension
positions. Dr. Lisa Surber, Wool Lab Superintendent, updated
producers on her activities at the wool lab and the wool judging
team. Devon Ragen presented the results of her trial concerning
swath grazing sheep and their salt and mineral intake, while
Molly Butler talked about production differences between confinement finished and cover crop grazing lambs. The results
included average daily gain, parasite load, and carcass quality
differences. Jasmine Westbrook discussed grazing cover crops
and how to integrate sheep and crop production. Jeff Swartz
talked about intake, metabolic hormones, metabolites, and lambing rate in Rambouillet sheep that were selected for high and
low reproductive rate. Medora Lachman presented the effects of
colostrum and maternal environment on neonatal lamb health
and development. Dr. Jennifer Thompson spoke on examining
reproduction and feed efficiency in sheep for future genetic improvement and Dr. Jeff Mosley rounded out the group speaking
on integrating sheep grazing with bio-control insects to suppress
spotted knapweed. We are very fortunate in this state to still
have a University that dedicates a tremendous amount of time
and resources to improving our industry.
Due to the extreme weather, the speed shear was cancelled, but the assembled wool growers were not going to let a
little weather spoil the fun. The crew from Western Ranch was
on hand again this year to ensure no one went thirsty and we
thank them again for sponsoring the Western Ranch Waterhole.
Dr. Surber and the MSU Wool Judging Team provided a suitable alternative to the speed shear this year. Each team member
was placed with two other attending producers and tasked with
grading a line of wool to contest standards. Some of the best
wool people in the US were in attendance and prospective bidders jockeyed for the best teams. A total of six teams were calcuttaed twice.

The last panel of producers featured John Hofer (Miller
Colony, Choteau), Sam Ortmann (Wolf Point), Andrew
Raftopoulos, (Craig, Colorado), and Evan Helle (Dillon). John
said they have run guard dogs for about three years mostly because of bear issues. He doesn’t like feeding carcasses to the
dogs as the dogs guard the carcass and not the sheep. The carcasses also tend to be an attachment to the bears. He feels getting the dog bonded to the sheep is very important and free dogs
only cost you money. He said you need to buy guard dogs from
reputable breeders and not off Craig’s List. They find the guard
dogs also make good lead sheep when changing pastures and
before getting a dog, you need to describe in detail exactly what
your predator situation is. This way the dog breeder can set you
up with the right type of dogs. Evan said they run at least two
dogs (that get along with each other) per band and have herders

as well. They can’t use M-44’s, but use lots of snares that the
herders check daily. They run Akbash cross dogs and start the
pups on older sheep. Andrew told the assembled wool growers
that use mostly Anatolian and Akbash cross dogs that they raise
themselves on the West slope of Colorado. They don’t use any
snares or traps, but use arial gunning. Sam said they started
using guard dogs in 1987, when they were losing 25% of their
lamb crop per year. They started with Pyrenees, but switched to
Akbash cross as it was a faster animal and could run coyotes
down. Sam stated that dog food is cheap compared to losing
lambs and they now raise their own dogs. They use a mix of old
and young dogs with each group of sheep and the pups don’t
work well until they are 9 months old. They leash break all their
5

After the wool stopped flying the team of Leah Nelson, Scott
Lammers, and Shane Vandervort took top honors. Rod Smith
Trucking and Center of the Nation Wool took home the first
place checks for buying them in the calcutta. The second place
team consisted of Chuck Dallas, Sam Ortmann, and John Helle
with Brad Anderson and “The Blue Bags” taking checks home.
Of special note his year was Careless Creek Ranch’s generous
donation of all their sheep handling and lambing equipment for
the Legislative Fund. The auction raised over $4,000 to help
MWGA lobby in Helena and Washington and MWGA also sent
a check to help support the MSU Wool judging team for almost
$2,000. A big thank you to all the volunteers and organizers
and we hope to have the speed shear back next year.
Saturday morning started with Scott Lammers of Center of the Nation Wool giving producers an update on the wool
market. Scott said we are seeing an increase in wool that has
more than 2% vegetable matter and we need to keep it below
1.5% to keep the price up. He said even though the Australian
wool market has been trending up, the US market has slipped
some due to the American dollar rising against the Aussie dollar. He rounded out by saying that wool supplies are low and
there is good demand from the commercial and military indus-

being listed on the Endangered Species list. The Governor had
appointed a committee that Ray was a member of to develop the
plan and they were basically following the Wyoming plan. The
plan shouldn’t interfere with private property and was mostly
focused on state and federal land. Ray stated that there didn’t
seem to be a problem with sage grouse numbers when we had
1080 and could control coyote numbers, but neither state of
federal officials in Montana thought predation was affecting
their numbers. Brad Anderson of Mountain State Lamb Coop
gave producers an update on the lamb market. He said fat
lambs were starting to reach a price level were retailors were
getting uncomfortable again. He went on to say that the first
USDA lamb buyback had stabilized the market and the second
round had helped the market reach its current levels. When
queried about the price volatility, he said it was partly due to the
ethnic buyers getting in and out of the market as prices rose and
fell. Troy Kane of Montana Blue Cross and Blue Shield had the
unenviable task of trying to explain to producers how the Affordable Care Act (Obamacare) would impact them. He did a
tremendous job, but with the act so complicated and changing, it
would be impossible for me to explain it in this article. Dr.
Gary Brester of Montana State University presented a slide
show on risk management in the lamb industry sponsored by
Custom Ag Solutions. Gary spent some time examining why
the lamb market had gone so high in 2011 and said it was a
combination of things amplified by the very small scale of the
sheep industry in the US. The Livestock Risk Protection program (LRP) is basically crop insurance for fat lambs. The program is limited to contacts on 28,000 lambs per year which is a
fraction of the total number marketed. The contracts are staggered by 13, 20, 26, and 39 weeks and can be purchased at coverage levels of 80, 85, 90, or 95% of expected ending value.
The ending value is not based on your actual sales, but a nation
average and it is predicted by a statistical model.
The morning session was a full schedule, but producers
had time to relax over lunch and listen to Master of Ceremonies
Taylor Brown introduce US Representative Steve Daines as the
luncheon speaker. Sweetgrass Natural Lamb of Big Timber
provided the lamb for the meal. Current Vice President Greg
Wichman presented Representative Daines with a sheep pelt to
display in his Washington office and President Randy Tunby

tries created by the “Superwash” system. Bruce Barker of Great
Plains Wool wanted to make it, but like a number of Montana
producers, he was stuck at home chopping ice to water stock.
John Steuber, Montana Wildlife Services Director, updated the
woolgrowers on their efforts to reduce predator losses in the
state. One of the brighter events is that numerous counties are
passing county cattle petitions to help fund Wildlife Services
and McCone County has reestablished a predator control program. State representative Ray Shaw of Sheridan spoke about
the Montana sage grouse management plan. He wasn’t very
happy that this was being forced on the state by a federal judge,
but said we needed to do something to keep sage grouse from

presented past President Dave Hinnaland with a belt buckle for
his past service. After lunch, producers had a chance to do some
Christmas shopping among the vendors displaying their sheep
and wool related wares. Jack McRae, Chuck Dallas, and Ben
Lehfeldt updated the membership on the activities of ASI,
American Wool Council, and American Lamb Board. The big
issue was the upcoming release of the final draft of the Industry
Road Map which will be presented at the ASI convention in
6

Randy also explained that MSU is currently searching
for a Director of Extension and Dean of the College of Agriculture and he is on that search committee. He explained that the
board is in constant contact with MSU on filling the sheep specialist position and trying to procure funds for the MSU Wool
Lab. Secretary Roeder reported that Randy had covered everything he was going to give in the Secretary’s report and so he
went into the association’s finance report. Mike Hollenbeck
took the opportunity to update the membership on the proposed
ewe sale at the Montana Ram Sale in 2014. Mike said that
Montana has some of the best breeding genetics in the US and
we are selling are females and not marketing them. The
MWGA board will discuss the proposed sale in detail during the
budget meeting in Bozeman in February. During the elections,
Vice President Greg Wichman of Hilger was elected President
of the association, Kevin Halverson of Big Timber was reelected
to another term for District 1, Duane Talcott of Hammond was
reelected to District 4, Bob Walker of Richey was elected to a
one year term for District3, and Sam Ortmann of Wolf Point
was elected to a three year term also for District 3. Newly elected President Greg Wichman presided over the resolutions portion of the meeting and they are reported elsewhere in the magazine.
Saturday night was capped off with the annual
Sheepherders Banquet and Montana Make It with Wool contest.
The silent auction fundraiser is always a great way to start the
banquet and thanks to Amanda Tunby for organizing it again.
Secretary Roeder read a letter from US Senator Jon Tester about
conditions in the beltway and after another great lamb meal with
meat provided by Sweetgrass Natural Lamb, banquet goers settled in to see the latest in wool fashion presented by Jean Harrison and Make It with Wool contestants. Jean reports on the

The MWGA board sponsored a past Presidents breakfast on Sunday morning and then it off to another meeting, even
though everyone was anxious to get home and check on family
and stock. Dave McEwen of Galata was elected Vice President
of MWGA during the board meeting and board members were
able to get on the road around lunch to head home ending the
130th annual convention.
Newly elected board members are Sam Ortmann or
Wolf Point and Bob Walker of Richey. Sam raises Registered
Targhees, Cormos and Debouillets and is a rep for STEER, Inc.,
a non-denominational ministry support group started by ranchers in 1957. Bob is a third generation sheep rancher who raises
commercial sheep southwest of Richey.

Bob Walker-Richey, MT

winners in another article in this addition. After the fashion
show, Shirley Halverson takes center stage with the event everyone has waited all year for, the drawing of the raffle to see who
won the rifle. The raffle money is used by the Promotion Committee to give scholarships to Montana college students interested in sheep production. Last year John Lehfeldt won the gun,
but there would be no repeats as the gun was won by a gentleman from Bozeman. Thanks to Shirley for all her hard work
though the year promoting sheep and wool at various trade
shows around the state.

Sam Ortmann-Wolf Point, MT
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WOOL: What “EWE” Wear Everywhere!
Jean Harrison
Montana Make It With Wool Director
2013 Montana Make It With Wool (MIWW) program
held its state contest in Billings on December 7th during the
Montana Wool Growers annual convention. 12 contestants from
across the state competed for a first place award a trip to National MIWW in Charleston SC. MIWW Junior division winner:
Abigail Konen of Fairfield, modeled a 2 piece wool outfit a teal
blue blouse and black skirt. Senior division winner: Cassidy
Cheff of Charlo, constructed a black wool skirt & black/white
hounds tooth jacket. Abigail & Cassidy will now travel to

National Make It With Wool Contest Winners
American Sheep Industry
In a Salute to Fashion, the state-winning Make It With Wool
(MIWW) contestants competed in the national finals and awards
program in a patriotic centered style show during the American
Sheep Industry Association (ASI)/National Lamb Feeders Association Annual Convention on Jan. 25. The designers taking top
honors at the 66th Annual National Competition both hail from
the state of Kansas and were Renata Goossen of Potwin and
Ryal Mitchell of Lawrence. Goossen won the title of First Place
Junior 2014 Wool Ambassador. Choosing a Claire Shaeffer pattern, Goossen designed her jacket and skirt using couture construction tailoring methods including silk organza underlining,
hair canvas interfacing, hand-pad stitching and bound buttonholes. In addition to other prizes, Goossen's winnings included a
$1,000 scholarship from Pendleton Woolen Mills and a $500
scholarship from ASI Women. The junior division was open to
youth ages 13 to 16. Mitchell was selected as the First Place
Senior 2014 Wool Ambassador by modeling a wrap coat she
made to showcase a vintage fox-fur collar given to her years
ago. The sheared wool coat details a back vent, hidden front
snaps, self-tying belt and notched collar lapel beneath the removable fur. Under the coat, Mitchell wore a tweed suit and
sleeveless blouse made from lightweight wool crepe. Among
other prizes, Mitchell's first-place winnings included a $1,500
scholarship from ASI Women. The senior division was open to
contestants ages 17 to 24.

Charleston SC to compete at the National MIWW competition
on January 24- 25, 2014. Montana MIWW Adult winner Leslie
McMillen of Sidney will compete by video & garment on December 28. The National MIWW adult winner will attend the
event in Charleston event. Made for Others division winner was
Marlene Konen of Fairfield, she constructed a garment for her
Granddaughter. Made for Others division state contest only. All
participants received Pendleton wool fabric and sewing notions.
The MIWW program is a state and national event sponsored by
the American Sheep Industry and Montana Wool Growers. The
competition is designed to promote the use of wool and to develop the life skills of the contestants. For more information contact Montana MIWW Director Jean Harrison phone 406-6830445, 615 Highland Ave Dillon MT, or National MIWW coordinator Marie Lehfeldt, PO Box 175, Lavina MT 59046.
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Lyon's modern, geometric needle-felted design was achieved by
felting several shades of green merino wool roving to the vintage wool tweed fabric. The design by Stefanowicz shows an
eye for detail, particularly with regard to elements such as the
wool felting featured around the lower portion of her kneelength winter-white coat. She also constructed a collarless jacket
with peplum and button closure, a grey pencil skirt and a lightweight purple shell. Winnings include a $1,000 scholarship from
the American Wool Council and an all-expense-paid trip to the
national competition. A total of 58 junior and senior finalists
representing 30 states and the New England region modeled
their creations at the national competition. Contestants nationwide entered competitions at the state level and utilized more
than 1,909 yards of wool fabric and more than 175 skeins of
yarn to create their garments.

5\R Stock Dogs
REAL dogs bred by a
REPUTATION breeder always
READY to work
RELENTLESS work ethic and very
RELIABLE companions

Other winners and their awards include:
1) Abigail Rasys, New England Region, dressmaking supplies
from Pendleton Woolen Hills, Roxana Johnson Creativity
Award;
2) Hannah Higginbotham, Fayetteville, N.C., 5 skeins of wool
yarn, Outstanding Needlework Award by Jennings Family
Fibers;
3) Hannah Barnett, Parkton, N.C., $250 cash, Wild Ginger
Software Pattern Award;
4) Goossen, $250 cash, Claire Shaeffer Award;
5) Jordan Newhouse, Tucson, Ariz., $500 cash, Creative
Crafts Group/Creative Machine Embroidery Award;
6) Mitchell, $500 cash, Creative Crafts Group/Sew News
Magazine Exemplary Construction Award;
7) Jordan Newhouse, Tucson, Ariz., $500 scholarship, Mohair
Council of America;
8) Nicole Macy, Pine Bluff, Wyo., $250 cash, Mohair Producers;
9) Caitlyn Gampp, Minford, Ohio, $150 cash, Mohair Producers.
10) Parks, Bloomington, Ill., $75 cash, Mohair Producers.

Carrie Bigelow (owner) (406)208-8576 (cell)
Marv Dunster

(406)670-3575 (cell)

(406)248-7060 (home) stockdogs5R@aol.com
326 Covert Lane Billings, MT 59105

EXCELLENCE IN PREDATOR CONTROL

Marie Lehfeldt of Lavina, Mont., coordinated the event for the
eighteenth consecutive year. For more information about the
MIWW competition, visit www.makeitwithwool.com.

Cameron Parks of Bloomington, Ill., and Amelia
Weight of Salem, Utah, won First Runner-Up Junior Division
and Senior Division, respectively. Parks made a dark navy-wool
suit. To coordinate with his suit, he constructed a merino wool
knit jersey shirt and knitted a mohair blend scarf. Weight modeled her feminine styled fitted peach colored dress created from
a self-drafted pattern. The dress contains angled darts, an asymmetrical bodice, waist trim and pencil skirt. Gail Altekruse of
Fort Wayne, Ind., was named the 2014 National MIWW Adult
Winner with her 3-piece entry containing slacks, shell and jacket. The black straight leg slacks were made with a medium
weight wool gabardine and the sleeveless black shell was a wool
-knit jersey. The jacket, made from a self-drafted pattern, was
styled as a moto jacket with an offset zipper, brass snaps and
three-quarter length sleeves. The fabric was a tan coat-weight
wool and was highlighted with topstitching of the same color.
As part of her winnings, Altekruse won an all-expense-paid trip
to the national competition in Charleston. The co-winners of the
Fashion/Apparel Design Award are Erin Lyon, a fashion design
student at Iowa State University, in Ames, Iowa, and Helena
Stefanowicz, a graduate from Baylor University in Waco, Texas.
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Preliminary discussions indicate the sale will be open to all
members of MWGA and out of state producers, if they join
MWGA. Both yearling and ewe lambs will be offered of all
breeds in lot sizes of 10, 20, 100 and pot loads.

Ewe Sale at the Montana Ram Sale
The MWGA Board is moving forward with plans to hold the
First Annual Montana Ewe Sale in conjunction with the ram
sale in Miles City, MT. The Board is currently seating a committee to set guidelines for the sale. If you would be interested
in serving on the committee, contact Secretary Roeder at 9800719.

The Ewe Sale Committee will meet in Billings prior to the Ram
Sale Committee on June 2 at the Billings Hotel and Convention
Center.

Gene Surber and Associates-Belgrade, MT
Gordon & Marilyn Darlinton-Three Forks, MT
Farm Credit Services-Miles City, MT
Farmers Elevator-Circle, MT
First Interstate Bank-Billings, MT
First State Bank-Malta, MT
Fred Wacker Agency-Miles City, MT
Rachel Frost-Livingston, MT
Hawkins Veterinary Service-Dillon, MT
Hinnaland Trucking Inc.-Circle, MT
Holiday Inn Express-Miles City, MT
Insurance Store, Inc.-Baker, MT
Jim Hoover-Columbus, MT
Roger King-Augusta, MT
Kopren Sheep Shearing-Bison, SD
Rodney Kott-Bozeman, MT
Arville & Elaine Lammers-Shawmut, MT
Lazy AM Ranch, Inc.-Richey, MT
Lewistown Honda-Lewistown, MT
Matador Ranch-Malta, MT
Don McKamey-Great Falls, MT
Marcha Labs-Terry, MT
Lucille Molinari-Hamilton, MT
Montana Ag Credit-Helena, MT
Montana Farm Bureau Federation-Bozeman, MT
Montana Trappers Assn.-Ovando, MT
Jim Moore-Stanford, MT
North Valley Grazing District-Glasgow, MT
Phalen Ranch Company-Ismay, MT
Stuart & Virginia Reynolds-Havre, MT
Reynolds Market-Miles City, MT
Selle Livestock-Billings, MT
Stockman Bank-Billings, MT
Lisa Surber-Bozeman, MT
Tradewinds Shopper-Jordan, MT
Maurice Tunby-Baker, MT
Rolph Tunby-Plevna, MT
Watts and Associates-Billings, MT
Western Ranch Supply-Billings, MT
Westfeeds, Inc.-Billings/Miles City, MT

MWGA Associate Members
Please Support the Businesses Supporting
Our Industry
Gold Level
Bank of Baker-Baker, MT
Big Dry Angus-Jordan, MT
Center of the Nation Wool-Belle Fourche, SD
& Billings, MT
Custom Ag Solutions, Crowley, WY
Great Plains Wool Company-Bighorn, WY
Montana Livestock Ag Credit-Helena, MT
Montana Targhee Association
Miles City Chamber of Commerce, Miles City, MT
Public Auction Yards-Billings, MT
Stockman Bank-Miles City, MT
Silver Level
Lextron, Inc.-Billings, MT
Braaten Sheep Shearing-Stanford, MT
Debby Cornwell-Glasgow, MT
First Interstate Bank-Miles City, MT
Hilary Gietzen Shearing-Minot, ND
Garfield County Bank-Jordan, MT
Babe McDonald-Cohagen, MT
Marias River Livestock Association
McWilliams Shearing & Supplies-Miles City, MT
Miles City Livestock Commission-Miles City, MT
Northwest Farm Credit-Billings, MT
Nickels Gaming, Bob Gilbert-Helena, MT
Hipolito Sanchez-Lancaster, MO
Schuldt Services-Chinook, MT
Steadman Hardware-Miles City, MT
Waterland Shearing-Alzada, MT
Bronze Level
Anderson & Zurmuehlen & Co.-Helena, MT
Brockway Supper Club, Brockway, MT
Cayuse Livestock Co.-Melville, MT
Citizens Bank & Trust Co.-Big Timber, MT
Comfort Inn-Miles City, MT
Curtis Farm and Auto-Carquest-Circle, Plentywood,
Scobey, Wolfpoint, MT
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149th Annual American Sheep
Industry Convention
Charleston, South Carolina
American wool epitomized the American Sheep Industry Association (ASI)/National Lamb Feeders Association annual convention held in Charleston, S.C., on Jan. 22-25. The conference theme, Weaving a Path to the Future, included tours of
wool processing plants to offer a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity
for sheep producers to see the transformation of their raw wool
into high-end finished products. "Another reason for the record
attendance at this year's convention was the up-beat attitude
among farmers and ranchers due to the September turn around
in feeder lamb prices and the much needed relief from the record-high feed prices," said Peter Orwick, ASI executive director.
America's only remaining wool scouring, combing and carding
plant -- Chargeurs (USA) Inc. -- opened the doors of its Jamestown, S.C., facility to nearly 300 meeting attendees to provide
an opportunity to view the process of converting greasy wool
into top. The superwash line -- a continuous wool-top shrinkproofing treatment piece of equipment that alters the fiber in
wool products, allowing them to be washed and dried without
shrinking -- was viewed by tour participants. This process is the
most reliable shrink-resistance treatment for wool available on
the market. It not only helps fill domestic commercial-wool orders, but also maintains and expands the use of American wool
in the valuable U.S. military market. Top from Chargeurs is
moved down the supply-chain to Burlington Industries in
Raeford, N.C. The second stop on the fiber tour gave producers
the occasion to hear the story of turning top into fabric. The
detailed processes of dying, blending, yarn spinning and fabric
weaving were all demonstrated. One attendee, after watching a
Burlington employee pluck vegetable matter from the finished
fabric, confessed that seeing this step in the processing chain
will make him more diligent in delivering a quality wool clip,
noting, "This is definitely one of the many advantages we as
producers gain when we get to follow our wool through the processing chain."
Undersecretary Edward Avalos of the U.S. Department
of Agriculture's (USDA) Marketing and Regulatory Program
kicked off the board of directors (BOD) meeting by addressing
his department's work with ASI, including the "$5 million in
lamb meat purchases designed to benefit sheep producers. The
lamb market improved this fall and the purchases were considered helpful." Avalos praised the Agriculture Marketing Service Market News division for its commitment to ensuring timely and accurate market reports. He also relayed the need for allocating appropriate funding for the livestock protection program of Wildlife Services. Jeanne Carver of Imperial Stock
Ranch in Oregon shared her heart-felt story about having her
wool sourced by Ralph Lauren for use at the 2014 U.S. Winter
Olympic in Sochi, Russia. Carver teamed up with Ralph Lauren
to create a hand knit sweater for the athletes to wear for the
opening ceremony. "I got a call from a man asking me about
our yarns-he told me he was with product development at Ralph
Lauren. I had thought he was a local yarn shop owner, but he
assured me he was on Madison Avenue in New York. I told him
that I was sitting outside in the Oregon desert and asked him if
he could hear my sheep. I held up the phone and let him listen,"
said Carver. A panel of four wool industry representatives
shared with the BOD their concerns with the two sets of pro-

posed trade agreements currently being negotiated by the United
States-the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) and the Transatlantic
Trade and Investment Partnership. They shared the impacts and
opportunities the Asian and European agreements could have on
the future of the textile industry in the United States and particularly the impact on wool, devastating the textile industry due to
unauthorized goods coming from China thru TPP countries.
Jack Ewing, Crescent Hosiery Mill, a great proponent
of wool in socks, praised the BOD by saying, "Bringing a superwash line to the United States was the best thing you could have
done for the wool industry in this country. American made products is a reality we didn't have a couple years ago." As the Let's
Grow campaign moves into its third year, positive results were
reported from the projects funded by this initiative. It was noted
that the SheepSD of South Dakota Extension, the ASI webinar
series conducted by Optimal Ag and the three-state series (Ohio,
Maine and Maryland) have reached thousands of producers
across the country. Diversified sessions ranged from parasite
management and reducing labor to marketing options and feeding for fiber production. The new breeding-sheep loan program
developed by the National Livestock Producers Association,
with ASI support, was presented to the campaign committee.
Common presentations provided by Robert Ludwig, The Hale
Group, were held across many organizational meetings to update attendees of the findings and recommendations presented in
the final Lamb Industry Roadmap, an industry-wide PLAN
jointly funded by the American Lamb Board and the National
Sheep Industry Improvement Center. The ASI board of directors
approved plans to be actively involved in the sheep productivity
improvement and the communication teams through its Let's
Grow campaign and its research and educational functions of
the Producer Education and Research Council. Elected to the
ASI executive board during the board of directors meeting on
Jan. 25, were Ken Wixom (Idaho), Region 7, which is comprised of Idaho, Montana and Wyoming, and Milt Ward (Idaho),
filling the lamb feeder seat on the board. Larry Pilster (Mont.)
and Don Gnos (Ore.) retired from the executive board.

If you are interested in becoming a consignor to the Montana Ram Sale in Miles
City, give sale manager Brent Roeder a
call to receive an application.
406.442.1330
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Scenes from 2014 ASI Convention in Charleston

Mike sits in on the MT, ID, and WY caucus meeting.
Tracie , Karen, & John looking for some fresh seafood.

John and Ellen eat with ASI consultant Ron Cole.

Greg, Randy, and Betty catch up at lunch.

Chuck, Betty, and Jim enjoy lamb at the closing banquet.
Aggie and Kath chat as Joe and Jack check the schedule.
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industry in either print or broadcast. Tri-State regularly and consistently provides market information, industry meeting roundups and covers predator problems and solutions to personal accounts of sheep breeders, feeders, shearers and herders. TriState writers regularly contact the industry in search of the most
accurate and industry-minded information from those who are
"in the trenches" providing fair, relevant and well-balanced stories.

ASI Recognizes Four Award Recipients at
2014 Convention
Three long-time members of the agriculture community and one media organization were honored for their contributions to the sheep industry during the American Sheep Industry
Association (ASI)/National Lamb Feeders Association Convention, held Jan. 22-25 in Charleston, S.C. The honorees received
the awards at a Jan. 24 luncheon that featured the introduction
of a new award - the "Distinguished Producer Award." This
award was created as part of ASI's 150th anniversary, which
will be celebrated at next year's convention in Reno, Nev.
"Each recipient of this year's ASI awards represents some of the
best and most dedicated the sheep industry has to offer, and they
have each have had a positive impact on our business," said
Clint Krebs, president of the ASI Board of Directors. This
year's winners:
Pierce Miller, of San Angelo, Texas, was presented the
McClure Silver Ram Award, which is dedicated to volunteer
commitment and service. Miller, known for his industry
knowledge and helpful nature, has been a leader at the regional,
state and national levels. He has been sheep ranching full-time
since 1981 and he has held leadership roles with ASI, the Texas
Sheep and Goat Raisers' Association, the National Sheep Industry Improvement Center, Mohair Council of America and the
American Goat Federation. "I'm honored to be chosen for the
McClure, because really there are a lot of worthy people out
there who deserve it," said Miller. "It's a tight-knit industry, so
it's nice to know others feel I am deserving."
Farrell Wankier, Jr., of Salt Lake City, Utah, earned
ASI's first-ever "Distinguished Producer Award," an award designed to honor a member of the sheep community with longstanding involvement in the industry's history and development.
Wankier, Jr. began his sheep producing career in the late 1930s,
when he and his father traveled to Idaho and brought back the
family's first Suffolk sheep in a two-wheeled trailer pulled by a
Model A car. In 1959, Wankier became the assistant executive
secretary for the National Wool Growers Association, a predecessor to ASI. Among Wankier's roles were ram sales, publishing the organization's magazine and traveling tirelessly acting as
an advocate for the sheep industry. "After many years, I can
say that things are a lot different for producers these days, of
course, but one thing is the same, and that is the sheep still play
the most important role in what a producer does every single
day," said Wankier.
Noelle Cockett, Ph.D., Director of Utah State University's Agricultural Experiment Station, was recognized with the
Camptender Award, an award that recognizes industry contributions from a professional in a position or field related to sheep
production. Cockett is known for her work on the Sheep Genome project. The outcome of her project, "Assembly of the
Ovine Whole Genome Reference Sequence," will accelerate
genetic research in sheep and other ruminant animals and will
pay big dividends to the future of sheep production globally.
Cockett has served as the U.S. coordinator for the sheep gene
mapping project since 1993 working with numerous foreign
countries on sheep research admirably representing the U.S.
sheep industry in these international venues.
Tri-State Livestock News, based in Belle Fourche, S.
D., was winner of the Shepherd's Award for Media, given to an
organization for outstanding yearlong coverage of the sheep

Montana Attendees to the
ASI Convention in Charleston
Greg Wichman
Randy and Amada Tunby
John and Nina Baucus
John and Karen Helle
Henry Hollenbeck
Sarah Carlton
Mike Hollenbeck
Joe and Aggie Helle
Ben, Jamie, and Luke Lehfeldt
Bob and Marie Lehfeldt
Bob Gilbert
Kenny Ryan
Mark Miller
Scott and Jessica Lammers
Leon and Margaret Lammers
Betty Sampsel
Brent and Tracie Roeder
Rodney and Sharon Kott
Lisa Surber
Larry and Madge Pilster
Chuck Dallas
Dave, Ruth, Carmen, Hinnaland and Counsin Kelsey
Jim Brown
Jack and Kath McRae
Russell Nemetz
John and Ellen Lehfeldt
Abigail, Heidi, Nick and Marlene Konen
Cassidy Cheff

2013 MWGA Convention Donations
Please thank these Businesses and Producers for
supporting our Convention.
Bruce Barker
Center of the Nation
Sieben Live Stock
Sieben Ranch Company
Bill Lehfeldt
Western Ranch Supply
Custom Ag Solutions
Northwest Farm Credit-Billings
Stockman Bank-Billings
PAYS
Hinnaland Trucking
DD Gilger Ranch
Careless Creek Ranch
13

MONTANA WOOLGROWER ASSOCIATION POLICY
Changes made to resolutions during the 2013 Annual Convention
Grant Applications (2013)
The MWGA should seek grants expanding opportunities for
applied research involving the Sheep Industry.

ANIMAL DAMAGE CONTROL/PREDATOR
COMMITTEE
Feral Hogs (2013)
MWGA supports any and all efforts to keep feral hogs from
entering and becoming established in Montana.

Farm Flock Research (2013)
Recognizing the fact that farm flocks contribute to the economic, educational, and cultural aspects of the sheep industry in the
state of Montana; Therefore the MWGA supports the need for
research useful to farm flock producers.

Listing of Species Thru Endangered Species Act (2013)
The MWGA opposes the listing of any new species until the
ESA act is revised to account for our members’ concerns.

PRODUCTION, MARKETING ANIMAL
HEALTH COMMITTEE

Diversion of Wildlife Service’s Funding (2013)
The MWGA opposes any diversion of existing Wildlife Service’s funding for non-lethal control or for research programs.
It also opposes the use of existing Wildlife Service funds for
control or research of non-traditional species, e.g. tree frogs and
brown snakes.

Sheep Extension Specialist (2013)
WHEREAS, MWGA recognizes the importance of the MSU
Extension Network,
WHEREAS, the MSU Extension Network is an integral part in
the distribution of important agricultural research and production tools,
WHEREAS, the position of Sheep Extension Specialist is mandated by Montana statue,
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED MWGA strongly requests
that the Sheep Extension Specialist position be filled and remain
on-site on the Montana State University campus.

Furthermore the MWGA proposes that additional money and
funding sources be found to provide funds for both lethal and
non-lethal research and uses of predator control.
Collaring of Wolves for Monitoring (2013)
The Montana Wool Growers Association request that the agencies responsible for wolf management must continue the collaring of wolf packs mandated by Montana Code “MCA 87-5-132
Use of radio tracking collars for monitoring wolf packs.” Funding should not come from traditional predator control used for
the protection of private property and livestock.

Industry Roadmap (2013)
MWGA supports the goals of the Industry Roadmap initiative:
To identify and analyze the major challenges facing the American lamb industry, to propose the most effective solutions to
those challenges, and to develop a strategy for the industry that
will strengthen its short-term and long-term competitive advantage and return the industry to consistent profitability.

Public Notification of Infected Wildlife (2013)
The MWGA requests that all state agencies notify the public of
any animals/ wildlife identified that may pose a health risk to
humans and/or livestock.

USDA Purchase of American Lamb (2013)
The MWGA supports USDA use of American lamb for USDA
programs

Prohibition of Ownership of Wolf Hybrids (2013)
The MWGA supports legislation that would prohibit the owning, breeding, or possessing of wolf hybrids or wolf like dogs as
defined by Fish, Wildlife and Parks or any state agency. All
previously existing animals would have to be spayed or neutered.

Private Property Rights (2013)
The MWGA supports legislation protecting private property
rights vital to the ranching industry. We oppose legislation that
will take private property rights.
The H2A Program (2013)
The MWGA supports the existing H2A program, which is our
main source of migrant workers to ensure labor laws are not
adversely changed or deleted.

FARM FLOCK
Ewe Sale at Montana Ram Sale (2013)
MWGA supports a ewe sale in conjunction with the state ram
sale.

Elk and Bison Brucellosis Management (2013)
The MWGA supports relevant agencies, working in coordination with Montana producer organizations, in the development
of a proper brucellosis management plan for both elk and bison
within the state of Montana.

MWGA Web Page (2013)
The MWGA encourages continuation of the MWGA web page
and inclusion of educational opportunities and links with Montana State University, ASI, etc. and encouraging more current
updates.
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Independent Contractor Exemption for Shearers (2013)
The MWGA encourages sheep shearers to acquire their Independent Contractor’s Exemption and will provide support to
facilitate it.

James Brown Law Firm, PLLC
Attorney At Law

MWGA also supports legislation exempting sheep shearers and
wool handlers from needing an exemption certificate.
LAND USE
FWP Land Purchase (2013)
Whereas Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks (FWP) has been purchasing private land parcels throughout the state,
Whereas (FWP) has no fiscal plan for future management/
upkeep ie…fencing of these purchased lands,
Whereas (FWP) is in direct competition with private citizens
purchasing agriculture use lands, thus taking them out of production agriculture,
Whereas (FWP) has failed to adequately fund wolf management
activities,

Meeting your needs in the following areas of
practice, including lobbying and
public affairs on behalf of the
Montana Wool Growers Association.

Therefore be it resolved MWGA is against all current and future
land purchases by (FWP),
Be it further resolved MWGA request (FWP) shift dollars used
to purchase land into predator control which benefits all species
of wildlife as well as livestock production.

Water Law
Natural Resource Development
Energy Law
Wind Development
Business Law & Litigation
Grazing Rights Protection
Insurance Coverage
Real Estate
Tax Law
Wills, Estate Planning, & Probate
Zoning & Land Use

Travel Management Plan (2013)
The MWGA supports a travel management plan for public
lands, which include BLM, Forest Service, and state lands, provided the holder of grazing permits are guaranteed exemption
for management purposes.
NEPA and MEPA Compliance (2013)
The MWGA will work with public land management agencies
on behalf of member permittees to ensure that those permittees
are not adversely affected due to compliance with the NEPA
and or MEPA process.
GENERAL
Authorization of Board Actions
Whereas, the bylaws of the association authorize the MWGA
Board of Directors to establish interim policy during the course
of the year, and whereas, the MWGA Board of Directors have
so acted during the course of the year;

30 S. Ewing, STE 100
Helena, MT 59601
406-449-7444

BE IT RESOLVED, that the interim policies established by the
MWGA Board of Directors during the course of the year, and
the management and control by the Board of Directors be hereby approved and is ratified by a majority of the membership of
the association according to the bylaws of the association at the
2013 annual meeting held December 7th 2013 at Billings, Montana.
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ship to boost the industry launched last week. This spring 25.5
million lambs were marked, a drop of more than one million on
the previous period. As a result, export processing numbers are
expected to drop 6.8 per cent, year-on-year, to 19.5 million.
Last week the $64 million Red Meat Profit Partnership development program, set up by a consortium of meat companies and
the NZ Primary Industries Ministry, was revealed.
The seven-year partnership has four core projects, centered on understanding farm businesses and developing the sector's capability. The partnership plans to do this by attracting
and retaining the best people in the lamb industry, collating
available knowledge and creating an effective learning process
for sheep and beef farmers and their advisers. It also plans to
develop more technical resources for farmers and conduct farm
benchmarking. Federated Farmers Meat and Fiber chairwoman
Jeanette Maxwell said the announcement was "vital". "We cannot keep going on like this either inside the farmgate or outside
of it," she said.

US, Middle East Drive Record Lamb Exports
www.weeklytimesnow.com.au
Nicola Bell
According to Meat and Livestock Australia, for the
first time lamb exports are expected to surpass 200,000 tons in a
year, with a total value of about $1.2 billion. Already Australian lamb exports hit the highest monthly value on record in October, up 42 per cent year on year to $141.8 million. Mutton
export values were up 37 per cent in October at $66.8 million,
the highest monthly value to date. MLA data for the first 10
months of the year has total shipments at 193,509 tons, a 12 per
cent rise on the same period last year. The build-up of sheep
numbers in the past three years, coupled with the dry seasonal
conditions, have resulted in eastern states lamb slaughter for the
year to date reaching about 17 million sheep, up one million
year on year. MLA North American market specialist Robert
Barker said the record export volumes were a result of the increased supply. The Middle East remained the largest export
destination, taking 54,924 tons, accounting for 28 per cent of the
total and up 16 per cent year on year. The US was again the
most valuable market with higher value cuts in strong demand,
taking 35,530 tons, up 6 per cent. Exports to China reached
43,914 tons, a lift of 41 per cent.
Tough economic conditions in the European Union
meant lamb exports were back 8 per cent at 10,016 tons. Domestic lamb production hit a record in October at 44,348 tons up 16 per cent. This brings the January to October production
total to 389,822 tons, a rise of 22,848 tons on last year. Mutton
production was also up 29 per cent year on year at 23,196 tons the largest monthly volume since February 2008. According to
the National Livestock Reporting Service, the national restocker
lamb price year to date was 14 per cent below last year, Merino
lamb prices eased 7 per cent, light lamb prices dropped 11 per
cent, while the national trade lamb price and heavy lamb prices
jumped 7 per cent due to a lack of supply. Sheepmeat Council
chief executive Ron Cullen said domestic consumption of lamb
has picked up this year. "Indications are that the Australian
dollar will weaken, demand will increase from the Middle East
and China, and New Zealand is struggling to supply lamb."

Montana Columbia Starter Flock
Are you interested in owning sheep? The Montana Columbia Sheep Breeders Association is giving away a starter
flock consisting of 4 registered ewes of various ages. If you are
between 11-16 years of age and are interested, please e-mail
Luanne Wallewein at wallywld@northerntel.net for more information. This is the winner of the 2013 starter flock, Conner
Klick of Simms, Montana. The donors are from left to right,
Doug Hitch of Hobson, Luanne Wallewein of Sunburst, Conner
Klick, Bev Gibbs of Jordan, and Doug Pierce of Harlowton.

New Zealand Lamb Industry in Trouble as
Country Produces Minimal Lambs
www.weeklytimesnow.com.au
Kate Dowler
New Zealand has produced its second smallest number
of lambs in 60 years. This follows one of the worst droughts in
NZ's history and high stock turn-off in 2012-13. As a result the
NZ industry is now swinging into action to address the sector's
difficulties, with a $64 million government and industry partner16

2014 Meat and Livestock Australia’s Projections

NMSU's Bader Tapped to Head MSU Extension
Montana State University

www.mla.com.au
The release of MLA’s 2014 Sheep Industry Projections
this week outlines that the growing export demand for sheepmeat and livestock, a lower A$ and strong global prices, combined with tighter lamb and mutton supply, point to an improvement in lamb and sheep prices in 2014. In the wake of a record
sheepmeat supply and export year in 2013, overall production
volumes are expected to retract in 2014. While drought and
searing temperatures across most key sheep producing regions
of Australia will be felt on supplies in the first half of 2014, the
impact of seasonal conditions upon lambing rates in the year
ahead will be crucial. The Australian flock is expected to feel
the impact of the record lamb slaughter and surge in sheep
slaughter in 2013, down 3%, to 72 million head as at 30 June
2014. As a result, lamb slaughter and supply are also forecast to
tighten in 2014, to around 21 million head (down 4%) and
440,000 tonnes cwt (down 4%) year-on-year, respectively.
So, while the supply of Australian lamb in the midterm will hinge on seasonal conditions going forward, the demand for lamb in international markets looks very clear. With
the A$ assumed to trade lower, decreased competition from
New Zealand (NZ) and expanding demand from most major
markets, Australian sheepmeat will be highly sought-after in
2014. The combination of China, the Middle East and the US
will continue to take the majority of Australian shipments
throughout 2014, forecast to account for nearly 70% of total
lamb exports. Volumes to the Middle East are forecast to increase 2% in 2014, to 61,000 tonnes swt, followed by China (up
10%), to 43,300 tonnes swt and the US (up 7%), at 42,000
tonnes swt. Forecast significantly tighter mutton supply in
2014, a result of heavy adult sheep slaughter in 2013, will likely
see total mutton exports for 2014 contract 36% year-on-year, at
110,000 tonnes swt, with all markets squeezed. The two major
mutton markets, China and the Middle East are expected to take
the majority of Australian shipments in 2014, combined accounting for 74% of mutton exports.
The Australian domestic market (still Australia’s largest and most valuable lamb market) is anticipated to feel the
main impact of the tighter supply, with domestic consumption
forecast to decline 8.3%, to 193,000 tonnes cwt in 2014. Furthermore, the domestic market could feel a greater impact on
supplies and retail prices, if either supply tightens more than
expected, or export conditions strengthen even further. Given
the strong export outlook and forecast eventual tighter supplies,
all signs point towards improved lamb prices in 2014. However,
the quality of lambs available will be largely dependent on seasonal conditions improving, enabling producers to finish lambs
to meet market specifications.

Jeff Bader, a department head with New Mexico State
University Extension, has been selected as Montana State University’s new Extension director, the university announced today. As MSU Extension director, Bader will oversee a
statewide educational outreach network that applies unbiased,
research-based university resources to practical needs identified
by the people of Montana in their home communities. MSU
Extension has offices serving all 56 Montana counties and five
Indian reservations in the state. “Dr. Bader is an excellent
choice to lead MSU Extension. He is well-regarded nationally,
he has extensive experience in Extension from the ground up,
and he has the leadership skill necessary to advance our programs across the state for the benefit of all Montanans,” said
MSU President Waded Cruzado. “Through MSU Extension,
the entire state is our campus, and I am pleased that we have
found someone to guide its broad range of activities, from
providing our crop and livestock producers with valuable information, to preparing the future of Montana with our 4-H youth
program, to strengthening our cities and towns through community development, to Extension's many other activities that
reach into the homes and hearts of Montanans,” Cruzado said.
Bader is expected to start his position at MSU on Feb. 1. "It is a
great honor to have been selected as the next director of MSU
Extension," Bader said. "MSU Extension’s prominence and
success is the envy of many states. The work done by the faculty and staff is impactful and relevant to the people of Montana. I
will work to ensure this remains true. My wife Donna and I are
looking forward to this next chapter in our lives and becoming a
part of the MSU community.”
Bader currently serves at the Northern District department head of the NMSU Cooperative Extension Service, a post
he has held since 2009. As department head, Bader oversees
approximately 100 employees for the 13 counties of the Northern District in New Mexico. Prior to being department head,
Bader was director of the Bernalillo County Extension Program
from 2003 to 2009. From 1991 to 2003, he was the director and
agricultural agent for the Quay County Extension Program;
from 1987 to 1991 he was the Extension 4-H agent for Santa Fe
County; and from 1984 to 1987 he was the director of equine
technology at El Reno Junior College in El Reno, Okla. Bader
earned a doctorate of education from New Mexico State University, where he also earned a master’s of science in animal science with an emphasis in livestock nutrition. His bachelor’s
degree is also in animal science from NMSU. “I also wish to
thank Jill Martz for her service as interim MSU Extension director,” Cruzado said. “Dr. Martz brought a steady and reliable
hand to Extension during the past 14 months, and we look forward to her many contributions to come. I also wish to thank the
search committee, chaired by Dr. John Sherwood, for an exceptional job.” MSU’s previous executive director of Extension
was Douglas Steele, who left MSU in 2012 to return to his native Texas and become director of the Texas AgriLife Extension
Service. Since Steele’s departure, Jill Martz, director of Montana 4-H, has served as interim director of Extension. Martz will
continue in MSU Extension as associate director. Bader was
selected after a national search conducted by a 16-member
search committee chaired by Sherwood, professor and head of
the Department of Plant Sciences and Plant Pathology.
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USA Sheep Flock Still in Decline
http://markets.eblex.org.uk

Montana Ram Sale Committee Meeting
Billings Hotel and Convention Center
1:00 PM June 2rd,2014
We will be discussing budgeting, the internet broadcast, and allotment numbers

The latest USDA sheep and goat inventory showing
populations as of 1 January 2014 indicates that the sheep flock
in the United States is still in decline. At 5.21 million head, the
total number of sheep and lambs in the US was estimated to
have been down two per cent on 2013 levels. Of these sheep,
3.88 million were in the breeding flock, also a decline of two
per cent on year earlier levels. Of these breeding sheep, those
that are intended as replacements showed a four per cent decline, indicating that the decline in US sheep numbers is likely
to continue. Older ewe numbers were down two per cent while
the number of rams was stand on. The remainder of the flock is
designated as those lambs that will be marketed for slaughter
over the coming months. The number of these lambs was also
down two per cent at 1.33 million head. This reflects that the US
lamb crop for 2013 was down two per cent on the previous year.
While the sheep flock continues to decline at a national level
there were some states that recorded increased numbers of sheep
in their flocks. Notably, Texas, with the largest flock of 740,000
head accounting for 14 per cent of the national total showing a
six per cent increase in numbers. This follows on from a four
per cent increase in 2013. Other states to record increased numbers included Arizona and Idaho, both of which have flocks of
over 100,000 head. However, reflecting the overall decline most
other sizeable flocks were lower year on year. These included
California, down four per cent, Colorado, down 16 per cent
Montana, down six per cent, South Dakota, down two per cent,
and Wyoming, down five per cent.
Looking at historical trends, the US sheep flock is a
shadow of its former self at less than a tenth of the record high
of 56 million head in 1942. This decline is continuing, however,
given the relatively small size of the flock absolute declines are
relatively small now with less than a million sheep lost over the
past decade. The main reasons behind this decline are the fact
that US consumers turned away from sheep meat in the post war
era, meaning consumption levels are relatively low. Since the
Second World War per capita consumption of sheep meat has
fallen to less than 0.5kg, from the pre-war levels of approximately 2-3kg per capita. Additionally, the wool industry has
declined considerably over this time and the meat sector has
been outcompeted by much cheaper imports from Australia and
New Zealand. There is also the belief that there is a lack of competition in the US processing sector meaning returns for producers have been less than ideal. With the US sheep sector continuing to decline there is increasing potential for exports. With a
growing Muslim population and other ethnic and religious
groups with a taste for lamb there is still a fairly robust market
for sheep meat. Currently the US is the fourth largest importer
of sheep meat globally and is a relatively high value market.
Currently the UK does not have access to the US, although we
do trade with Canada. However, negotiations are underway to
gain access to this potentially lucrative market. (Editor’s Note:
It’s always interesting to see what other countries think of our
market potential. Australia, New Zealand, and United Kingdom
all look at our lamb market and see huge potential.)

Could Contaminated Imports Cause
A Stop In Exports?
Maggie Nutter
Marias River Livestock
The remains of a lamb legally imported from Argentina
being fed to pigs at a farm in Shrophire UK, was determined as
the cause of the UK Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) outbreak
of 1967. It was determined the lamb meat & bone from Argentina, a country which was battling FMD at that time, was contaminated with the virus. In the last few years the United Nations (UN) has repeatedly warned of the increase risk of FMD
outbreaks. The thought should be terrifying to US livestock
producers as more and more fresh chilled meat is imported from
other countries. International travel with agro tourism a business venture also increases risk.
In response to the concerns of foreign diseases outbreaks, Marias River Livestock will be hosting Jeanne Rankin,
DVM and her team of Agro-Emergency Experts as they present
training on Foreign Animal Diseases, June 28, 2014, 9:00 am at
the Comfort Inn in Shelby MT. For more information contact
Maggie Nutter 406-937-2751. If we look at the rapid spread of
PEDv through the pork industry during the current and maiden
outbreak in the US and Canada, we should recognize the need to
be prepared for another foreign disease outbreak possibly FMD.
In the event of FMD we need to look at how can we minimize
the animal and financial losses and quickly regain the US’s ability to export meat again. Having knowledge of what do to on
your ranch can and will make a difference in the event of an
FMD outbreak.

Montana Woolgrowers Annual
Summer Campout
The 2014 MWGA Summer Campout will be held
at Willow Creek Reservoir just west of Augusta,
MT on June 20, 21, 22. Along with fishing, we
will be touring Gibson Dam, one of the colonies,
and Greenfields Irrigation District.
I will have an update in the June edition of the
Woolgrower with full details.
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City boast personal records of 200, 300 and even 400 sheep in a
day. They know their record down to the sheep, the day, the
type of sheep they were shearing. Once the sheep are sheared,
there is also the handling of the wool, which is a separate but
closely related activity. Brimmer says the handler is sorting
wool for market. “It’s a contest of what we do every day,” she
says of the event. The competitor takes the wool away from a
shearer and takes out lesser-valued wool. They sort fleeces according to the “micron” or fineness. “Anything that’s short and
tender comes out,” Brimmer says, noting that belly wool and
“eye-clip” comes off because the short hair fibers don’t take dye
well. One of the big personalities at the sheep shearing contest
is Curtis Olson of Broadus, Mont., who has been a professional
sheep shearer and still conducts annual seminars on the topic for
North Dakota State University’s Hettinger Research Extension
Center, as well as for South Dakota State University in Brookings. Olson is one of the people who helped bring the national
show to Rapid City in 2012. It had historically been at the Denver Stock Show. Olson served as an emcee for much of the
Rapid City event. “I taught most of these guys how to shear,”
he says with satisfaction. The other member of the U.S. team at
the world contest will be selected later, based on an accumulated
showing at various contests still to come. Cheryl Schuldt of
Miles City, Mont., who helps tabulate results at the National
Sheep Shearing Contest, says some of those points can be accumulated in a shearing contest at the 63rd Miles City Bucking
Horse Sale, May 16 to 18.

Elite Sheep Shearers Compete at Stock Show
Mikkel Pates
www.agweek.com
Loren Opstedahl, 42, of Piedmont, S.D., demonstrates
the sheep shearing skills that earned him a fourth championship
in the National Sheep Shearing Contest on Jan. 27 in Rapid City.
For the second year, the Black Hills Stock Show hosted the national contest, previously held in Denver. Belt buckle Opstedahl
went home with the grand champion professional sheep shearing
belt buckle from the National Sheep Shearing contest, held Jan.
27 with the Black Hills Stock Show and Rodeo in Rapid City,
S.D. Moccasins Professional sheep shearers wear special leather or felt moccasins, mostly made in New Zealand or Australia,
as well as double-layered, slim-fitting pants that have small
splits on the side. Nowhere in America could you see better
sheep shearing than at the Black Hills Stock Show and Rodeo,
Jan. 27 in Rapid City, S.D. The 10-day event hosts the National
Sheep Shearing Contest, an all-day affair, which this year drew
18 elite professionals — a pretty close-knit group of friends —
and more intermediates and novices to compete for top honors
in the event that attracts hundreds. Loren Opstedahl, 42, of
Piedmont, S.D., took top honors this year in the professional
category, taking home a belt buckle designed for the honor.
Opstedahl says it takes one thing — practice — to win the competition, and he says he gets plenty of it. He estimates that his
crew handles about 60,000 sheep a year, serving some 100 or so
clients, and runs from November to May, with the “big run”
coming up. Winning in Rapid City makes Opstedahl part of a
two-man U.S. delegation to the World Sheep Shearing Contest,
scheduled for Ireland in May 2014. The competition also included a wool handling contest, won by Emily Chamelin of
Westminster, Md., who also won the intermediate sheep shearing category. Leann Brimmer of Biddle, Mont., is one of the
main coordinators of the National Sheep Shearing Contest.
Brimmer is a professional wool handler and classer, a veteran of
three world championships as a member of the U.S. national
team, who does most of her work in New Mexico and Australia,
among other places. Sheep shearing is a display of both speed
and accuracy, Brimmer says. In preliminary rounds, competitors shear three sheep apiece. Finalists shear 10 sheep. The
“machine” cut competition involves a set of shears that probably
would cost about $2,500, just for the basic gear, Opstedahl says.
(There also is competition for “blade” shearers, a display of nonmechanized shearing as it was done for thousands of years before machines.)
Professional sheep shearers wear special leather or felt
moccasins, mostly made in New Zealand or Australia, as well as
distinctive pants. The black or navy double-layered pants are
low-slung and slim-fitting with small splits at the ankles. The
special moccasins offer traction on the plywood boards, which
are used as a floor for the work. Rubber-soled tennis shoes
would slip in the lanolin grease associated with sheep’s wool.
The best of the pros shear a sheep in about a minute and a half.
They are penalized on “the board” for “second cuts” — having
to go back over the same piece. When the animals and fleeces
are inspected, the competitors are docked or even disqualified
for nicks. The Professional sheep shearers generally are thought
to be people who consistently would shear 100 sheep in an eight
-hour work day. Shearers receive about $3 per lamb sheared in
this part of the country. Most of the top professionals in Rapid

Congratulations MSU Bobcat Wool Judging Team! Fifth place
finish at the NWSS Collegiate Wool Judging Contest in Denver.
Front row L to R: Sarah Boyer (Fifth high placing), Becca Gibbs
(8th high overall individual), Leah Nelson. Back row L to R:
Kendall Green (Assistant Coach), Karoline Rose (Assistant
Coach), Andrew Seleg, Dr. Lisa Surber (Coach).
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strawberries and almonds. Lost revenue in 2014 from farming
and related businesses such as trucking and processing could
reach $5 billion, according to estimates by the 300-member California Farm Water Coalition, an industry group. The state was
the driest ever in 2013, a third straight year of little moisture.
California Governor Jerry Brown declared a drought emergency
on Jan. 17 as arid conditions he called “unprecedented” continued well into the annual rainy season that runs from October
through March. Reservoirs on Jan. 27 were at 61 percent of average, while the mountain snow-pack as of Dec. 30 that supplies
most of the state’s water was at 20 percent of normal for that
time of year, data show. Average rainfall in California was 7
inches (18 centimeters) last year, the lowest on record going
back to 1895, said Michael Anderson, the state climatologist
with the Department of Water Resources in Sacramento. Dry
weather and drought will persist through 2014, predicted Drew
Lerner, the president of World Weather Inc. in Overland Park,
Kansas. Fresno, the biggest city in the fertile San Joaquin Valley, got a record-low 3.01 inches last year, compared with an
annual average of 11.5 inches, according to data from Accuweather Inc. in State College, Pennsylvania. Salinas, a city
known as “the Salad Bowl of the World” for its production of
lettuce, broccoli, mushrooms and strawberries, recorded 3.27
inches, compared with 15.46 inches normally. Los Angeles got
less than 4 inches, compared with 15 normally.
Farmers in the state probably will leave as much as
500,000 acres unplanted, or about 12 percent of last year’s principal crops, because they won’t have enough water to produce a
harvest, which will mean fewer choices and higher prices for
consumers, said Mike Wade, executive director of the California
Farm Water Coalition, a Sacramento-based group of farmers,
water district managers and farm-related businesses. “Any job
that’s associated with agriculture is hurting,” Wade said. While
some farmers were able to conserve water in years past, they
won’t get “any preferential treatment” over uses by municipalities, he said. Extreme weather around the world is wreaking
havoc with farmers and threatening global food production. Dry
weather in China turned the world’s second-biggest corn grower
into a net importer of the grain in 2010, and ranchers in Texas
have yet to recover from a record dry spell three years ago. One
in eight people in the world go hungry, some of which can be
blamed on drought, according to the United Nations. U.S. retail
prices for beef, bacon, lettuce and broccoli posted double-digit
gains last year, and tomatoes are the most-expensive since May
2011, even as overall food inflation advanced just 1.4 percent,
government data show.
California gets most of its rain in December, January
and February, when crops are dormant or yet to be planted. A
prolonged drought may change the way water is used. Growers
of lower-value seasonal crops, including melons, tomatoes and
alfalfa, may make more money selling their water, said Jay
Lund, director of the Center for Watershed Sciences at the University of California-Davis. Farmers with higher-value crops
from permanent vine or tree orchards including grapes or nuts
may be willing to pay a premium, Lund said. Many of the
state’s 4,600 wine-grape growers are irrigating sooner than normal to fend against failing cover crops and the possibility of
lower yields, said Ron Lopp, communications manager for the
California Association of Winegrape Growers. Farmers produced $4.45 billion of grapes in 2012, data show.

PETA’s “Animal House of Horror”
www.consumerfreedom.com
Today, the Center for Consumer Freedom (CCF) released its yearly review of People for the Ethical Treatment of
Animals’ (PETA) appalling record of killing pets at its Norfolk,
VA animal shelter. In 2013 alone, PETA killed 1,792 cats and
dogs, an average of 5 per day. The 1,792 figure represents 82
percent of all animals PETA took into its shelter throughout the
year. The numbers come from the Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (VDACS), which requires such
annual disclosures to be made. Since 1998, 31,190 animals have
died at the hands of PETA. And in 2005, PETA employees were
arrested in North Carolina after killing adoptable pets and tossing the bodies into a supermarket trash dumpster. Trial evidence
showed they killed animals they described as “perfect” and
“adorable.” Will Coggin, senior research analyst at CCF, said
this takes hypocrisy to a whole new level. “This delusional animal rights group is talking out of both sides of its mouth – on
one side preaching animal rights, while on the other signing the
death warrant of 82 percent of cats and dogs in its care. Labeling
PETA as hypocritical would be the understatement of the year.”
Despite its $32 million budget, PETA fails to find
homes for the deluge of animals it kills. PETA President Ingrid
Newkirk previously indicated to The Virginian-Pilot that the
animal rights group could stop killing pets. Of course it would
mean cutting down on press stunts and celebrity photo shoots:
“We could become a no-kill shelter immediately. It means we
wouldn’t do as much work.” Even more alarming is how quickly PETA chooses the death needle versus care and nourishment
once an animal is left in its care. A 2010 inspection conducted
by a VDACS veterinarian of animal custody records discovered
that 84 percent of the animals PETA took in were killed within
24 hours. Coggin concluded, “PETA’s so-called ‘shelter’ might
as well be called a slaughterhouse. For an organization that once
disgustingly compared the treatment of farm animals to the Holocaust, you’d think PETA would avoid the appearance of systematic killing.”

California Farms Going Thirsty as Drought Burns
$5 Billion Hole
Elizabeth Campbell and Megan Durisin
www.bloomberg.com
Near the confluence of the Merced and San Joaquin
rivers, the heart of the California farm belt, Bob Kelley watches
the driest year ever erode water supplies and prospects for the
dairy business his family began in 1910. The amount of water
available for the 2,800 acres (1,133 hectares) of corn and alfalfa
Kelley grows to feed more than 6,500 cows may drop as much
as two thirds, so fewer crops will be planted and some animals
will be sold to avoid the expense of buying grain, he said by
telephone from Newman, about 83 miles (134 kilometers) southeast of San Francisco. “It would impact us for not just 2014, but
all of 2015,” said Kelley, 60, who runs a local water district that
will cut output by at least half. “I’m anticipating a very difficult
time, and I’m probably the best off of anybody I know.”
The drought in California, the top U.S. agricultural
producer at $44.7 billion, is depriving the state of water needed
to produce everything from milk, beef and wine to some of the
nation’s largest fruit and vegetable crops, including avocados,
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“A lot of the groundwater is being depleted to the point that it’s
tough to pump the water out of the ground,” Lopp said by telephone from Sacramento. “We’d need a ‘maybe we should start
building an ark’ amount of rain,” to get water levels back to
normal, he said. In 2009, a prolonged drought caused $340 million in revenue losses in the San Joaquin Valley, the center of
the state’s agricultural production, said Steve Lyle, a spokesman
for the California Department of Food and Agriculture, citing
University of California data. About 285,000 acres were left
fallow in the valley and 9,800 jobs were lost, he said. “There’s
the potential for higher economic impacts this time around based
on an increase in permanent crop acreage and the water situation,” Lyle said by telephone from Sacramento. “We know what
happened the last time we were in a drought-type situation. We
think in 2014 it could be worse.” The California Farm Water
Coalition, founded in 1989 during a six-year drought, said the
state underestimated the impact in 2009. Based on models used
by the University of California, direct losses in agricultural revenue in 2014 could be $1.6 billion, with the total economic impact reaching $5 billion when farmworker wages, processing
and transportation are included, according to Wade, the group’s
executive director.
The dry spell is of immediate concern for cattle ranchers because of a “severe shortage” of grazing land, and some are
considering reducing herds, Lyle said. The industry generated
$3.3 billion in 2012 revenue. A drought in 1977 generated
$566.5 million in agricultural losses, of which three quarters was
from livestock, according to a state report. The drought is another blow to dairies, by far the state’s largest agricultural business with 2012 revenue of $6.9 billion, producing 20 percent of
the nation’s milk output. Farmers have been struggling with
losses or less profit as feed costs surged to a record two years
ago, outpacing milk prices, according to Michael Marsh, the
Chief Executive Officer of Western United Dairymen, a Modesto-based trade association. Cows usually produce less milk during a drought, according to New York-based broker INTL
FCStone Inc., and concern for reduced supply from California
have contributed to a rally in prices on the Chicago Mercantile
Exchange.
Class III milk futures, tracking a variety used to make
cheese, climbed to $22.98 per 100 pounds yesterday, the highest
for the most-active contract since trading began in January 1996.
The commodity has climbed 19 percent this year, the secondbiggest gain among 64 commodities tracked by Bloomberg,
behind greenhouse gas-emission credits. Cheese, up 16 percent,
ranks fourth. Using lower-quality feed during the drought may
curb milk output for another year, until cows go through a new
calving and lactation cycle, according to Kelley, who has about
3,000 milking cows. Buying feed from outside California may
prove too costly, forcing more dairies to sell or close down, he
said. Ray Souza, a 67-year-old dairyman in Turlock, said he
sold about a dozen of his replacement cattle at auction last week
from among the 900 Holstein cows he owns to conserve feed
and water for the main milking herd. Souza said he sold the
animals about 16 months earlier than normal because he is increasingly concerned about the fate of the corn and oat crops he
grows for feed, with the prospect that water supplies will be cut
“substantially.” Turlock Irrigation District, founded in 1887 as
the state’s first publicly owned irrigation district, probably will
cut its water allocation this year to farmers in half, to a record
low of 20 inches to 22 inches of water per acre in the season that
runs from about March to October, said Michelle Reimers, a

district spokeswoman. That may not be enough for Souza’s 260
-acre corn crop. “We may have to leave some of those acres
fallow,” said Souza, who took over his family’s dairy farm when
he was in high school. “I am concerned. What we can’t grow,
we have to go out into the market and compete for that expensive feed.” Much of the acreage in the San Joaquin Valley has
been converted over the past decade from cotton and row crops
planted every year to nuts grown on permanent trees, said David
Goldhamer, a former University of California-Davis water management specialist, who has studied droughts for 30 years.
While trees generate more cash, they can use twice as much
water.
Orchards producing nuts may see yields drop by 25
percent this season, he said. Almonds are the third-largest farm
product in the state, generating $4.35 billion in 2012. “The
worst case scenario is that the trees will die,” Goldhamer said.
“You’ve got to be able to shift water. Growers can choose to not
irrigate alfalfa in a drought year and simply replant when water
is available. Not so with tree crops.” Dale Huss, 57, who grows
5,500 acres of artichokes, the state’s official vegetable, at Ocean
Mist Farms in Castroville, said he will harvest a normal crop of
about 100 million artichokes this season, even after his farm got
less than 2 inches of rain in 2013. He irrigated with pumped
groundwater and recycled treated water from municipalities.
Avocado growers could pay as much as $4,800 an acre this year
to irrigate their groves and battle high salinity levels in the soil,
said Tom Bellamore, president of the state’s Irvine-based avocado commission. A few small growers in San Diego and Riverside counties have folded, he said. “Other than an increase in
cost of production to get the current fruit off the tree, we don’t
expect much impact,” Bellamore said. California will continue
to provide 95 percent of U.S. avocados, he said. California’s
strawberry growers supply about 86 percent of the domestic
output, and prices that usually peak at the end of each year were
0.4 percent lower in December than 12 months earlier, government data show. The dry weather is increasing irrigation costs
for growers, who must grapple with a lack of rain that leaves
crops dusty and more exposed to pests, including mites, said
Carolyn O’Donnell, a spokeswoman for the California Strawberry Commission in Watsonville. “Even if we got a fair
amount of rain for this season, this is a longer term problem,”
O’Donnell said. “This is going to take several years of normal
rainfall to help recharge aquifers and reservoirs.” If the drought
persists, Philip Bowles, 62, is considering forgoing some summer planting of tomatoes and vegetables at his family’s 175-year
-old Los Banos farm, which he said would mean about a 40 percent loss on his initial investment. “Agriculture’s a cyclical
business, and rain is a cyclical thing, but this is way out at one
end of the bell curve,” said Bowles, the chairman of Bowles
Farming Co. “I’m looking out my window, and it’s beautiful
bluebird weather, and it depresses me.”
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2013 State-Wide Lamb Carcass and
Ultrasound Contest Winners

A Look Back-In 40 Years,
The Max Baucus Has Made a Lasting Impact on
Montana, Congress

Peggy Kelley

Mike Dennison and Charles S. Johnson
http://helenair.com

The person with the 2013 State-Wide Montana Certified Lamb Grand Champion is Landen Cox, a freshman at Manhattan High School. Landen is a member of the Big Sky 4-H
Club and this was her 6th year of showing sheep. Her lamb
carcass had a total index of 69.9, with a ribeye measurement of
5.40, a backfat measurement of .25 and a choice grade.
Landen’s lamb was the top lamb out of 423 lambs entered in the
state-wide carcass contest. Landen’s parents are Lonnie Cox of
Grass Range, and Lori, of Bozeman. Corbin Surber had the
Reserve Champion Lamb in the 2013 State-Wide Montana Certified Lamb contest. The lamb had a final index of 67.4, having
a 4.70 ribeye, and a backfat measurement of .15, with a choice
minus grade. Corbin has been involved in 4-H since 2007 and
2013 was his sixth year in the market lamb project. His lamb
was purchased from Jackie Urick, Stanford, MT. Corbin’s parents are Shane and Lisa Surber of Belgrade.
Kelsy Robinson had the Grand Champion Ultrasound
Lamb in the 2013 State-Wide Montana Ultrasound Lamb contest. This was her 10th year in 4-H and her first year of showing a lamb. Her lamb was the top lamb out of the 283 in the
contest. It had a final index of 72.2, with a 5.44 rib eye and
a .20 backfat measurement. The lamb was purchased from
Scott James of Custer. Kelsey is a senior at Custer High School
and her parents are Kurt and Heidi Robinson. Makiko Reisig
had the Reserve Champion in the 2013 State-Wide Montana
Ultrasound Contest. Her lamb had a final index of 71.2 with a
5.05 ribeye and a .17 backfat measurement. This is Makiko’s
3rd year in 4-H and this is her first year showing a market lamb.
She is a 7th Grader in Hardin Middle School, and her parents
are Scott and Emily Reisig.

As U.S. Sen. Max Baucus departs Congress after 39
years, none would disagree that the senior senator from Montana has left an indelible mark on the state and the nation, on
everything from health care to highway funds to tax policy. He
was chief architect of the controversial Affordable Care Act in
2010 — “Obamacare” — and the leading Democrat who said
“yes” to the 2001 Bush tax cuts. He led the Democrats’ 2005
effort to kill President George W. Bush’s plan to partially privatize Social Security, but sided with Bush and Republicans in
helping push through the 2003 Medicare prescription drug bill
that relied on private insurers. He brought billions of dollars of
highway money to Montana and rural America and pushed hard
and long for more “free trade” agreements around the globe,
often to the chagrin of his organized-labor supporters. The
shadow of Baucus’ influence is undeniably long. But in Montana and Washington, D.C., the take on Baucus can be ambivalent, as friends and foes alike say he usually resisted being
placed in an ideological pigeonhole. Critics from within his
own Democratic Party say he often turned his back on a more
progressive agenda, for political expediency, choosing a course
that benefited corporate interests, the wealthy and his own reelection. Republican foes say he was someone they could work
with, but that he was a reliably liberal vote on most issues until
getting ready for re-election, when he would turn more conservative. Yet those who knew him best say Baucus was a senator who worked the legislative trenches to tackle problems he
saw facing Montana, rural America and the nation — regardless
of the politics. “He’s not driven by ideology; he’s driven by his
desire to solve problems that he sees in the legislative process,”
says John Flink, who served as Baucus’ press secretary 19791986. “Whether it’s tax bills, health care, trade, budget bills —
he has, over the years, been in the middle of working out those
compromise bills, because that’s what he’s always been good at,
is being a legislator.” David Parker, political science professor
at Montana State University, calls Baucus one of the last conservative “Blue Dog Democrats,” whose seniority and middleof-the-road politics often made him a player on major issues.
“He is a person who navigates the terrain between the two parties,” Parker says. “People like him are disappearing, going by
the wayside … This (current) generation doesn’t appreciate the
need to pull together and find the common ground. Max did. He
was powerful because of it.”
Baucus, 72, leaves the Senate this week to become
U.S. ambassador to China. A Stanford University-educated lawyer from a prominent Helena ranching family, Baucus spent two
terms as Montana’s western district congressman before winning election to the Senate in 1978. He was re-elected five
times. He departs as the third-longest-serving member of the
U.S. Senate and spent the last dozen years as either chairman or
ranking minority member on the powerful Senate Finance Committee, through which tax, trade and health and key budget policy must pass. Shortly after he became chair of Senate Finance
for the first time, in 2001, Baucus broke with most Democrats
to support the $1.4 trillion, 10-year tax cut proposed by the new
Republican president, George W. Bush.

American Lamb Board Officers
In January, the American Lamb Board (ALB) participated
in the American Sheep Industry's Annual Convention held in
Charleston, SC. During the ALB meetings, newly appointed
board members Greg Ahart (CA), Jim Percival (OH), Diane
Peavey (ID), and Dale Thorne (MI) were sworn in by a USDA
representative. The board also appointed their new officers for
2014:





Dan Lippert, MN, Feeder, Chairman
Ben Lehfeldt, MT, Producer, Vice Chairman
Cody Hiemke, WI, First Handler, Secretary
Butch Theos, CO, Producer, Treasurer

The ALB said farewell and presented awards for dedicated
service to the four retiring board members: Stan Potratz, IA,
Producer; Dennis Stiffler, NY, First Handler; Richard Drake,
CO, Feeder; Nick Forrest, OH, Producer. Their hard work and
commitment to strengthening the US lamb industry and building
demand for American Lamb will be greatly missed on the
board, but we expect them all to continue to do great things for
the industry!
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More than a decade later, Baucus’ position still rankles liberals
in the Democratic Party, as they say the massive income-tax cut
tilted heavily toward the wealthy, erased a budget surplus and
helped create the deficits that dominate budget discussions today.
“One percent of the population (in America) basically
controls 50 percent of the money,” says Ken Toole, a former
state senator from Helena and president of the Policy Institute, a
left-leaning think tank. “The Bush tax cuts were a major part of
that movement. Max’s support of that policy has made that problem of wealth distribution worse.” Baucus’ vote on the initial
tax cut won praise from business groups and others who felt it
helped the economy and lowered top rates that were too high.
“He took a lot of heat from his party, (but) he took a lot of accolades from us, because we did think it was the right thing to do,”
says Webb Brown, president of the Montana Chamber of Commerce. “It was at a time when it was important to make some
changes to reinvigorate the economy.” Four years later, however, Baucus became a definite thorn in President Bush’s side.
Flush from re-election in 2004, Bush proposed sweeping changes to Social Security in early 2005, to create private accounts
where citizens would choose how to invest the funds. Democratic Senate leaders assigned Baucus the task of killing the proposal, and his chief of staff, Jim Messina — later a top aide to
President Barack Obama — led the campaign that drove a stake
through the heart of the Bush Social Security plan.
Of course, Baucus also is known as the author of
“Obamacare,” the 2010 health-reform bill attempting to expand
health coverage to millions of the uninsured, but which so far
has succeeded mostly in dividing Congress and the country. But
Baucus is no Johnny-come-lately to health policy, especially
rural health care. In the late 1990s, he led the charge for creating regulations for “critical access hospitals,” allowing small,
rural hospitals to get Medicaid and Medicare funds they needed
to survive. The rules were based on a pilot project by the Montana Hospital Association involving three hospitals; now, there
are 1,300 critical-access hospitals across rural America. “There
would not be (health care) services for many Montana communities were it not for the critical-access hospital program,” says
Flink, now an executive with MHA, formerly the hospital association. Baucus also played a key role in passing the 2003 Medicare prescription drug coverage program, which uses private
insurers to provide the benefit. Democratic leaders in Congress
wanted to cut out insurers and force the pharmaceutical industry
to negotiate on prices, but Baucus sided with Republicans on
those issues, to help get the measure through Congress. Former
Montana Gov. Brian Schweitzer, a frequent critic of U.S. drug
companies, says the deal is characteristic of many tax and health
bills championed by Baucus over the years, including Obamacare, that favored powerful industries. “We pay twice as much
for medicine as everyone else (in the world),” he says. “The
pharmaceutical companies were great supporters of the Affordable Care Act because it didn’t challenge that notion. “If you’re
an insurance company or a pharmaceutical company, the ACA
has probably been pretty good to you.” Baucus, in an interview
last week, said he remains convinced the ACA eventually will
be accepted as good, badly needed reform of a health-coverage
and health care system that leaves many Americans without affordable coverage.
From the Republican side of the aisle, Baucus is seen as
someone who, at times, would go against his own party on key
issues. Former U.S. Rep. Denny Rehberg, who served 12 years

alongside Baucus in Montana’s delegation and came the closest
of anyone to beating him in an election, in 1996, notes that Baucus promoted free-trade agreements when some of his key supporters, such as organized labor, were dead-set against it. “He
didn’t take a hard line on it like his constituency wanted,” Rehberg says. “He supported ‘fast-track’ (trade authority) to best of
his ability, increasing the opportunity for international trade.” “I
think he’ll do a great job as ambassador to China. … He’s done
a great job promoting trade authority.” Yet Rehberg also says
Baucus would vote more with business interests in the two years
before his re-election efforts, and after winning re-election, “he
voted more like he had before.” Baucus also will be remembered for the stir he created in the early 1990s, when he voted
twice with gun-control advocates, for the 1993 “Brady bill” that
required federal background checks on gun purchases and the
1994 ban on assault-style firearms. Orange “Ban Baucus” signs
from gun-rights groups sprouted up across the state, and Baucus
faced his toughest re-election fight in 1996, defeating Rehberg
by just five percentage points. Baucus voted 10 years later not
to renew the ban on assault weapons and won endorsements of
the National Rifle Association in 2008 and an “A-plus” grade
from the group. Still, Gary Marbut of Missoula, outspoken gunrights advocate president of the Montana Shooting Sports Association, says he considered Baucus “not reliable” on gun issues.
Rehberg also noted Baucus has voted for U.S. Supreme Court
nominees seen as not sympathetic to gun rights.
At the end of the day, however, Baucus supporters and
allies say his career is one of doing what he thought Montanans
wanted and what was politically possible to address a problem
— and, in some cases, beyond what many thought was possible,
to benefit Montana directly. Doug Mitchell, Baucus’ state chief
of staff in the late 1990s, says Baucus’ crafting of highway bills
that gave Montana $2 in federal funds for every $1 that Montanans pay in fuel taxes is “nothing short of a legislative miracle.”
“It was really unthinkable that he could do that, and he did it not
once, but two or three times,” Mitchell says. “He looked at …
the delivery of things to Montanans that made their lives better.”
Baucus also has fashioned a reputation as one who not only does
the job without much fanfare, but who does the job, relentlessly
— whether it’s passing major legislation, cruising to re-election,
or helping build up the state Democratic Party. “The guy just
never gives up,” says fellow Democratic U.S. Sen. Jon Tester.
“He gets a hold of something, and he just never gives up. And
he’s a pretty smart guy, too. You combine those two things, and
it makes it very difficult to beat people like that, whether it’s an
election or over policy.” “Montana is going to miss Max. … I
think he’ll be a great ambassador, but, on the other side, I think
it’s the Senate’s loss and Montana’s loss.”
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In Memory
The Montana Woolgrower’s Memorial Fund
The Montana Woolgrower Memorial Fund (official name
“Educational and Research Endowment Fund”) was established in
1983 when over $100 was sent to the association in memory of
Miles City sheepman/wool buyer, Duncan McDonald. A savings
account was established for such a purpose and others, wanting to
remember longtime sheepmen, be they friends or relatives, made
similar donations.
In 1984 the Board filed the necessary papers to make such
gifts tax deductible and a three-person board was appointed to oversee the account. The original board consisted of Don McKamey,
Bill Lehfeldt, and Ralph Dreyer.
Funds must be used for educational or research purposes
only and cannot be used for expenses of the Woolgrowers Association. The present board consists of Jim Whiteside, chairman, John
Baucus, and Bob Lehfeldt.
Those wishing to make a donation should make the check
out to Montana Woolgrower Association Memorial Fund and send
it to the Helena office. You will receive a receipt and if the memorial donation is sent in memory of someone, that person’s family
will also receive an acknowledgement.

Shawn Edward Pilster
Shawn Edward Pilster, 46, of Alzada died Friday, Dec.
27, 2013, at his home on the family ranch. Mr. Pilster was born
April 6, 1967, in Belle Fourche, S.D., to Larry and Madge Marcott Pilster. He attended elementary school in Alzada and high
school in Belle Fourche. He later received his GED. He served
in the United States Army for three years. Mr. Pilster completed
his basic training at Fort Dix, N.J., and then served in Germany
before being honorably discharged. He went on to receive his
Diesel Mechanic certification from the Wyoming Technical
Institute in Laramie, Wyo. After school, he moved to Washington state where he worked in the timber business with his Army
buddy, Mike Keller. After the timber business went down, Mr.
Pilster moved to Texas to work for Caterpillar. He then returned
to the family ranch.
Mr. Pilster was active in 4-H growing up. He won numerous awards for his tractor driving and photography skills at
the Carter County Fair. His love of tractors and photography
continued to grow throughout his life. He was an excellent mechanic and would bale beautiful round bales each summer with a
John Deere tractor and Hesston baler. He had truly found his
niche as a scenic photographer. He won a national award for his
photo titled “Looking Back” from the American Sheep Industry
in 2012 and he was one of the featured artists for the 2013 Alzada Poetry and Art Show. He was a member of the Black Hills
Photography Club and had several of his prints hanging in various locations throughout the Black Hills. His photos of the Aurora Borealis and lightning strikes were incredible.
Mr. Pilster also loved animals and frequently made pets
of numerous sheep and cows each year on the ranch. He spent
countless hours in the lambing shed each spring and could easily
identify the pets from a distance as they would come running to
see if he had any cake or hay cubes in his pocket. One of Mr.
Pilster’s true passions was firefighting. He was a dedicated
member of the Alzada Volunteer Fire Department and served as
the Secretary/Treasurer for several years. He would often sit up
all night on a ridge in the summer during lightning storms
watching for fires and would usually be one of the first on scene. He served as the Secretary/Treasurer of the Carter County
Sheep and Cattle Growers Association. He was also involved
with the Montana Stockgrowers Association and was a member
of the Montana Public Lands Council.
His survivors include his parents, Larry and Madge of
Alzada; brother and sister-in-law, Lane and Dawn Pilster of
Alzada; sister and brother-in-law, Misti and Del Richardson of
Gallatin Gateway; grandmother, Helen Pilster of Spearfish,
S.D.; nieces, Emily Muhlbeier of Shepherd, Laci Pilster of Alzada, and Caitlyn Richardson of Gallatin Gateway;
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nephews, Max Richardson of Gallatin Gateway and John Pilster
of Alzada; uncle and aunt, Larry and Margie Marcott of Thermopolis, Wyo.; uncle, Bob Pilster of Blackfoot, Idaho; two
cousins, Nathan Pilster of Blackfoot, Idaho, and Brady Pilster of
Ogden, Utah; and very special friend, Tea Backstrom of Absarokee. He was preceded in death by his grandparents, Ed Pilster
of Alzada and Max and Jackie Marcott of Thermopolis, Wyo.;
and his “adopted” grandmother, Lydia Capra.
Visitation was held Thursday, Jan. 2, 2014, from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the First Congregational United Church of
Christ in Belle Fourche, S.D. Funeral services were held Thursday, Jan. 2, 2014, at 2 p.m. in the First Congregational United
Church of Christ in Belle Fourche. Burial followed, with full
military honors, in the Pine Slope Cemetery. Condolences may
be sent to the family by visiting: www.stevensonandsons.com.
Memorials may be made to the Alzada Volunteer Fire Department.

and a host of other relatives. He was preceded in death by his
grandparents, Frank and Ange Kaup, Joe and Laura Van Well;
his aunt, Gladys Simon; and his uncles, Art Weisgram, Art
Seurer and Gene Koehn.

Wilmer H. Pawlowski
Wilmer H. Pawlowski, age 86, passed away Sunday,
August 18, 2013 at the McCone County Health Center in Circle,
Montana. Wilmer was born on February 10, 1927, in Alpena,
South Dakota, the son of Leonard & Lydia (Bartels) Pawlowski.
At a very young age he lost his mother and was then adopted
and raised by Irene (Reinemer) Pawlowski. Wilmer was about
one year old when he, along with his older brother Howard and
their parents moved to Circle, Montana. Wilmer grew up in Circle and graduated from Circle High School in 1945.
He married Nora Nagle on June 11, 1951 at the First
Lutheran Church in Circle. They farmed, raised both sheep and
cattle, and also owned and operated JJ’s Bar & Grill until they
retired. Wilmer enjoyed trips to rodeos such as Pocatello, Idaho; Houston, TX and the NFR in Las Vegas. He also enjoyed
going to Laughlin and Prairie Nights where he would try his
luck at the machines. When getting around got too tough, he
enjoyed the mobility of his scooter he could rent. Sometimes
you would find him out cruising the parking lot.
Wilmer is survived by his wife Nora, his brothers
Wayne (Darlene) Pawlowski and Wendell (Mary) Pawlowski all
of Circle, his brothers and sisters- in- law include Jim & Irene
Siedel, Al & Helen Stirman and John & Ann Nagle. Wilmer is
also survived by numerous nieces, nephews, cousins and very
good friends. Wilmer was preceded in death by his parents
Leonard & Lydia Pawlowki and step-mother Irene Pawlowski,
his two brothers: Howard & Larry Pawlowski and two sisters in
law: Laurel and Edie Pawlowski.
Visitation was held on Wednesday, August 21, 2013 at
1:00 p.m. at Stevenson & Sons Funeral home in Circle with
family receiving from 4:00-6:00 p.m. Funeral services were
held on Thursday, August 22, 2013 at 10:00 a.m. at the First
Lutheran Church in Circle. Interment followed in the Riverview
Cemetery in Circle.

Dion R. Van Well
Dion R. Van Well, 47, of Watertown, SD, passed away
on Sunday, January 5, 2014 in Hoven, SD. Funeral Mass will be
at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, January 11, 2014 at the Immaculate
Conception Church in Watertown. Visitation was held from 4-8
p.m., with a scripture service at 7:30 p.m. Friday at the Immaculate Conception Church. Burial was in St. Mary's Cemetery,
Watertown, SD. Honorary Pallbearers were Thad Jurgens, Dean
Simon, Justin Schmidtgall and Dion's many friends. Active
Pallbearers will be Bob Koehn, Rich Koehn, Darrell Seurer, Jim
Seurer, Jack Kaup and Brad Van Well.
Dion Ray Van Well was born on October 18, 1966 to
Vic L. and Clarice K. (Kaup) Van Well in St. Louis Park, Minnesota. He grew up in Hoven, SD and attended school in Hoven
until the fourth grade when the family then moved to Watertown. Dion graduated from Watertown High School in 1985
and then graduated from Lake Area Vocational School. On
February 6, 1988 he married Stephanie Walder (his grade school
sweetheart) in Watertown. After marriage they had two sons,
Trevor and Travis. In 1993 he purchased a small farm south of
Watertown in which he developed Van Well Livestock, Inc.
Dion was a large sheep producer and operated a sheep buying
station at Glacial Lakes Livestock.
Dion enjoyed hunting, fishing, camping, snowmobiling, riding his Harley, and watching the San Francisco 49ers.
He enjoyed spending his days working sheep with his companion, Tess and being greeted at the end of his work day by the
family pet, Milo. He loved being the life of the party and spending time with family and friends. Most of all he loved the many
years he spent along side his wife and sons in fulfilling his
dream of building Van Well Livestock.
Dion is survived by his wife, Stephanie and their sons,
Trevor (Mallory Cox) Van Well and Travis (Nicole Mahlen)
Van Well all of Watertown; his parents, Vic and Clarice Van
Well, Watertown; his siblings, Val (Greg) Schenecker, Watertown, Doug Van Well, Afton, MN, and Valynn (Chad) Appelhof, Goodwin; Stephanie's parents, Don and Pat Walder, Watertown; Stephanie's siblings, Jeff (Monica) Walder, Lake Andes, Jodi (Wayne) Price, Sioux Falls, Mike Walder, Bismarck,
ND; Shawn (Rocky) Ward and Doug (Denise) Walder, Watertown, Jackie (Rick) Bull, Sioux Falls, Mark (Marles) Walder
and Rob (Mary) Walder, Watertown; many nieces and nephews;

K.J. Cap
Funeral Services for K.J. Cap Keith,92 of Ekalaka were
held on 11:00 a.m., Monday, February 3, 2014 at the Stevenson
Funeral Home in Ekalaka. Burial took place in the Beaver
Lodge Cemetery with Military Honors by the American Legion
and VFW Post of Ekalaka. The family received friends from
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. on Sunday, February 2, 2014 at Stevenson Funeral Home in Ekalaka. Cap passed away on Tuesday,
January 28, 2014 at the Dahl Memorial Nursing Home in Ekalaka.
Kent James (K.J. Cap) was born November 16, 1921,
in Ekalaka, third of four children to James and Ethel (Adam)
Keith. He grew up and attended country school in Carter County, later graduating from Spearfish High School. Following
graduation, Cap returned to the ranch until he enlisted into the
U.S. Air Force on December 8, 1941. He was a Lieutenant in
the U.S. Army Air Corps and served as a bombardier in the
388th Bomb Group, flying out of Knettishall England.
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After his honorable discharge, Cap once again returned
to the ranch in Ekalaka. After several years of ranching, Cap
met his wife to be, Jessie Graham, in Baker. They were united in
marriage on July 3, 1959 in Billings, MT. Cap and Jessie returned to the ranch to raise their family. Through the years, they
raised sheep and cattle. Cap enjoyed hunting, trapping, target
shooting and was very competitive in it. His motto was a good
coyote was a dead coyote. Due to declining health, Cap spent
his last year at Dahl Medical Nursing Home. He especially enjoyed his family, grandchildren and family gatherings. Cap was
a lifetime member of the VFW, Carter County Sheep and Cattle
Growers, and Montana Wool Growers.
Cap is survived by his two sons, Jim (Hyonny) Keith of
Miles City, Jerry Wally (Michelle) Keith of Ekalaka; son-inlaw, Dave Lamphere of Ekalaka; step-daughter, Patty Day; seven grandchildren, Vicki (Jim) Wilkinson, Kala (Py) Garnier,
Charlie Keith, Katherine Keith, Micki (Blaine) Koslofsky,
Randi Keith, Lacey Keith; four great-grandchildren, Kent Wilkinson, Pvt. Kyle ( Pvt. Brittany) Wilkinson, Aria and Alyana
Keith; and sister, Lois Karn of Spearfish, SD. He was preceded
in death by his parents, James and Ethel Keith; wife, Jessie;
daughter, Joyce Lamphere; sister, Marjorie Curry and infant
sister, Fern.

er, William B. Snyder and Mildred R. Richardson of Lovell. He
is survived by his brother, Bob Snyder of Cody, Wyo.; sister
Sylvia Batenhorst of Basin, Wyo.; and sister Helen Snyder of
Ojai, Calif.; his children, Robby (Patti) Snyder of Billings, Gary
Snyder of Phoenix, Nancy (Curt) Sample of Forsyth; and six
grandchildren, four great-grandchildren and many nieces and
nephews that were very fond of their uncle Jack. Funeral services were held at 1 p.m. Monday, Dec. 16, at Stevenson &
Sons Funeral Home in Forsyth. Burial followed in the Forsyth
Cemetery. Stevenson & Sons Funeral Home assisted the family
with arrangements. Condolences can be sent by visiting
www.stevensonandsons.com. The family would like to thank
the many healthcare professionals in Miles City and Billings
that provided him with dignity and comfort: Holy Rosary Hospital, St. Vincent Healthcare, Michelotti-Sawyers Mortuary and
Stevenson & Sons Funeral Home of Forsyth. Thank you all.
Memorials may be made to an animal shelter of your choice.

Joseph M. McKamey
Joseph Michael McKamey, 62, a retired M.A.N.G.
firefighter and longtime rancher, passed away peacefully in his
home on February 18, 2014, after a four year battle with prostate
cancer.Visitation will be Friday, Feb. 21 from 6:30 pm to 8 pm
at Croxford Funeral Home. Funeral Service will be Saturday the
22nd at 10 AM at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints located at 1401 9th St NW. Committal with military honors will follow in Highland Cemetery. Joe was born on August
18, 1951 to George and Catherine Ada (Turner) McKamey in
Great Falls, MT. Joe grew up working on the McKamey Ranch
and attended Emerson Elementary and Paris Gibson schools in
Great Falls. While attending Cascade High School, he was active in band and F.F.A. He graduated from CHS in 1969.In
1969, Joe joined the Montana Air National Guard and was assigned to the 120th Civil Engineering Flight, specializing in
Crash Fire Rescue. In 1972, he graduated from Ricks College in
Rexburg, Idaho with an associate's degree in welding. He attended BYU in Provo, Utah and earned a bachelor's degree in
manufacturing and engineering technology in 1973.
From 1976-1978, Joe served as a missionary for the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints in the ArkansasLittle Rock Mission. After his mission he returned to the McKamey Ranch and would continue to work there until his illness
prevented him from doing so. Joe retired from the Air National
Guard in 1995 and from firefighting in 2011. Joe married
Laverne (Ernie) Farnsworth March 7, 1981. From their union,
Joe and Ernie were blessed with four daughters: Kori, Kayla,
Kimberly, and Karissa. They divorced in 1995.Joe married
Corliss Johnson on October 2, 1999 in Cascade, MT. Joe was
active in his community and church.Joe is survived by his wife
of almost 15 years, Corliss McKamey; his children Kori (Luke)
LaLiberty, Kayla (Jared) Peterson, Kimberly (Van) Oakes, Karissa McKamey, Melissa (Mike) Robohn, Kay (Leo) Wild, Dan
(Cara) Johnson, Hayley (John) Barnes, Sarah (Casey) Anderson;
15 grandchildren; sisters Claire Roehm, Ruth Starkey, and
brothers Les McKamey, Alvin McKamey and their families.He
was preceded in death by his parents.Memorials in Joe's name
can be made to the Children's Receiving Home, PO Box 1061,
Great Falls, MT 59403 or to The Muscular Dystrophy Association , PO Box 78960, Phoenix, AZ 85062-8960.

Jack D. Snyder
Jack D. Snyder, 87, of Forsyth, passed away Dec. 7,
2013, surrounded by his family and the caring staff members of
St. Vincent Healthcare. Jack was born on July 14, 1926, in Lovell, Wyo., to William Blaine Snyder and Mildred Ruth Dahl
Snyder. As a young man, Jack, along with his family, operated a
sheep ranch known as Snyder Bros. Sheep Co. Jack graduated
from Lovell High School in 1944 as valedictorian of his class.
He then attended the University of Wyoming for a short time,
returning home to help with the war effort. The family produced
wool for blankets and clothing during WWII. The Snyder Bros.
Sheep Co. later became Montana – Wyoming Sheep Company,
then became The Big Timber Livestock Co. Jack’s ranching
skills would raise pure bloodlines and breeding that produced
unique wool blends. Jack became one of the most respected
sheep men in Wyoming and Montana.
In 1952, Jack married Elizabeth “Betty” Kelley, a
ranch girl from Helmville. Together, they had three children.
Since 1965 and, after Betty’s death in 1968, Jack became a single father, raising his children on the sheep ranches of Lovell
and Ingomar. Late in 1968, Jack moved to Forsyth, sold his interest in the sheep business and purchased Buff’s Bar. For the
next 40 years, he would become president of the Montana Tavern Association for 12 years of those years, lobby and become
instrumental in instituting Montana’s gaming laws. Along that
journey, he cultivated many wonderful friendships throughout
the state that still remain today. He will be remembered for his
wry sense of humor, his knowledge of ranching, politics, economics, world history and current events. He was an avid reader, had a kind heart and certain humility that quietly motivated
him to help many in need. Jack never met a dog or a horse that
he didn’t love. Jack enjoyed traveling to the family cabin in the
Big Horn Mountains, spending time with his family, his mother,
siblings and all their kids. He especially enjoyed flying to California and Laughlin, Nev., to visit his sister. Jack is preceded in
death by Betty, the mother of his children; his father and moth28

Devon Ragen shows off some sheep at the MSU
Celebrate Ag Day in Bozeman.

Clint Peck of Yellowstone Cellars and Winery in
Billings gives John and Nina Baucus a tour before
the state convention.

Some unfrozen water in South Carolina to show
you it still exists in the Northern Hemisphere.

Luanne Wallewein of the Front Range Wool Pool
presents a wool blanket to retiring Pondera County Agent Dan Picard for his years of service to the
pool.
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Breeder’s Directory
Columbia
MONTANA COLUMBIA SHEEP ASSN.
Raina Blackman
2925 Craig Frontage Road
Wolf Creek, MT 59648
(406) 235-4227
lsbrmb@mt.net
CRAGO FAMILY RANCH
Mark and Jennifer Crago
22 Maki Hill Road
Columbus, MT 59019
(406) 322-9935
markcrago@netzero.net
DOUGLAS HITCH
P.O. Box 368
Hobson, MT 59452
(406) 423-5651
dhitch@itstriangle.com
GROVES RANCH
Quality Columbia Ewe Lambs
Heron, MT 59452
erdoclamb@hotmail.com
HOCHSTRAT COLUMBIAS
Kathy Hochstrat
4021 Highway 12
White Sulphur Springs, MT 59645
(406) 547-3866
horsehu@itstriangle.com
LANGHUS COLUMBIAS
Gene and Mary Langhus
147 Main Boulder Road
Big Timber, MT 59011
(406) 932-4718
langhussheep@mtintouch.net
www.langhussheep.com
LOGAN AND DOUG PIERCE
P.O. Box 134
Harlowton, MT 59036
(406) 632-4419
TIMBER COULEE COLUMBIAS
Luanne Wallewein
P.O. Box 129
Sunburst, MT 59482
(406) 937-2775
wallywld@northerntel.net

Contact MWGA if you would like to be listed here
Hampshire
DAVID AND JENNIFER BRECK
P.O. Box 1331
Big Timber, MT 59011
(406) 932-6404
breckmt@mtintouch.net
EDNA ENGLERT
114 Bridger Fromberg Road
Bridger, MT 59014
(406) 662-3236
Rambouillet
HELLE RAMBOUILLETS
John Helle
1350 Stone Creek Road
Dillon, MT 59725
(406) 683-6686
jhelle64@gmail.com
www.finewoolsheep.com
LEHFELDT RAMBOUILLETS
Bob, Marie, Ben, and Jamie Lehfeldt
P.O. Box 175
Lavina, MT 59046
(406) 636-2731
levi@midrivers.com
Shropshire
CRAGO FAMILY RANCH
Mark and Jennifer Crago
22 Maki Hill Road
Columbus, MT 59019
(406) 322-9935
markcrago@netzero.net
South African Meat Merino
GENE AND MARY LANGHUS
147 Main Boulder Road
Big Timber, MT 59011
(406) 932-4718
langhussheep@mtintouch.net
www.langhussheep.com
Suffolk
MONTANA SUFFOLK ASSN.
296 Wyttenhove Lane
Miles City, MT 59301
(406) 232-1060
www.mtsuffolksheep.org
HEART LAZY P SUFFOLKS
Dana Penrod
51 Perkins Lane
Miles City, MT 59301
(406) 234-2648
heartlazyp@midrivers.com
wwwheartlazypsuffolk.com
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KNUTSON SUFFOLK
Kim Knutson
P.O. Box 250
Clyde Park, MT 59018
(406) 578-9175
kimssuffolks@yahoo.com
www.knutsonsuffolks.com
McKAY SUFFOLKS
Bill McKay/Scott McKay
(406) 866-3368/(406) 799-5398
P.O. Box 71
Ulm, MT 59485-0071
http://mckaysuffolks.weebly.com/
suffolk406@gmail.com
MITCHELL’S MILEHIGH RANCH
The Mitchell & Creason Families
142 Pine Creek Road
Livingston, MT 59047
(406) 222-3208
creason@wispwest.net
MURRAY SUFFOLKS
Walt and Angela Murray
174 Tongue River Road
Miles City, MT 59301
(406) 234-2676
wamurray@midrivers.com
RATH SUFFOLKS
296 Wyttenhove Lane
Miles City, MT 59301
(406) 232-1060
STEVENS RANCH
Norm and Gail Stevens
P.O. Box 286
Joliet, MT 59041
(406) 962-3558
stevensranch@q.com
www.stevensranchsuffolk.com
Suffolk X Hampshire
GIBBS RANGE RAMS
Pat and Bev Gibbs
513 Van Norman Road
Jordan, MT 59337
(406) 557-2852
pbgibbs@midrivers.com

Targhee
MONTANA TARGHEE SHEEP ASSN.
Elisha Lewis, secretary
342 Svenson Road
Reed Point, MT 59069
(406) 326-2306
lewisranch@itstriangle.com
LEO BARTHELMESS
25826 Content Road
Malta, MT 59538
(406) 658-2627
ledar@mtintouch.net
KRISTIN BIEBER
409 Skull Creek Road
Brockway, MT 59214
(406) 672-4471
mcraekristin@yahoo.com
DALLAS SHEEP OUTFIT
Chuck Dallas, Mardy, Cassie, & Cody
Dallas
131 Horse Creek Road South
Wilsall, MT 59086
(406) 578-2159
dallassheep@mcn.net
EVERETT RANCH
Marie Everett
3098 Mack Smith Lane
Stevensville, MT 59870
(406) 777-5217
everettranch@centric.net
CAROLYN I. GREEN
P.O. Box 266
Mellville, MT 59055
(406) 537-4472
greenranch@mtintouch.net
HUGHES NEWFORD CO.
John and Betty Sampsel
P.O. Box 558
Stanford, MT 59479
(406) 566-2700
hnco@mtintouch.net
KORMAN RANCH TARGHEES
Ron and Maxine Korman
P.O. Box 162
(406) 648-5536
kormanmax@hotmail.com
LEWIS FAMILY RANCH
Ralph, Elisha, Ryan, and Rory Lewis
342 Svenson Road
Reed Point, MT 59069
(406) 326-2306
lewisranch@itstriangle.com

McRAE BROTHERS TARGHEES
Jack and Kathryn McRae
31 McRae Lane
Jordan, MT 59337
(406) 557-6266
jmcrae@midrivers.com

White Suffolk
GARY HEILIG
2936 North Trout Creek Road
Moore, MT 59464
(406) 374-2313
ghheilig@itstriangle.com

MONTANA AG EXP STATION
Dr. Lisa Surber
Montana State University
Bozeman, MT 59717
(406) 994-3415
rkott@montana.edu

Guard & Working Dogs

MONTANA SHEEP COMPANY
Brent, Tracie, Ben, & Caroline Roeder
950 County Line Road
Fort Shaw, MT 59443
(406) 467-2462
roeder@3rivers.net
ORTMANN TARGHEES
Henry Ortmann
(406) 392-5277
Sam Ortmann
4169 Road 1081
Wolf Point, MT 59201
(406) 392-5356
mtwool@nemontel.net
PAUGH, INC.
Jerry Paugh
(406) 962-3636
paranch@msn.com
John Paugh, Jr.
525 Coulee Drive
Bozeman, MT 59718
(406) 585-9356
dmaepaugh@bresnan.net
SIEBEN LIVE STOCK CO.
Chase T. Hibbard
P.O. Box 835
Helena, MT 59624
(406) 442-1803
chase@siebenranch.com
TUNBY RANCH
Randy Tunby
P.O. Box 1244
Baker, MT 59313
(406) 772-5627
tunby@midrivers.com
Targhee X Columbia
RAFTER RANCH
Don and Liz Jones
64542 Highway 43
Wise River, MT 59762
(406) 832-3219
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Great Pyrenees, Akbash, Komondor,
Border Collie, Australian, & Anatolian
Shepherds
5-R STOCKDOGS
Marvin Dunster & Carrie Bigelow
326 Convert Lane
Billings, MT 59101
(406) 670-3575
(406) 208-8576
Sharplaninac, Pyrenees, &
Maremma Guard Dogs
J. KERMIT & SANDY PETERSEN
1411 22nd Ave. N. W.
Sidney, MT 59270
h. (406) 482-3016
C. (406) 480-4193
Spanish Mastiff
LEO BARTHELMESS
25826 Content Road
Malta, MT 59538
(406) 658-2627
ledar@mtintouch.net
Spanish Mastiff, Pyrenean Mastiffs,
Turkish Kangals, & LGD Crosses
CINCO DESEOS RANCH
Brenda M. Negri
Winnemucca, Nevada
ldgnevada@gmail.com
www.lgdnevada.com
c. (775) 931-0038
h. (775) 623-6292
Akbash/Great Pyrenees
Triple 9 Ranch
David & Tracy Kelsey
25279 US HWY 191 N
Buffalo, MT 59418
Home (406) 374-2440
Cell (406) 380-2132

Sick of the old man winter and can’t remember which drift your feed truck is
parked under? Are you creative and
know how to sew?
Know anyone who will answer yes to the
questions above?

Someone from Montana will win an all expense paid trip to Reno, Nevada for the
Historic 150th American Sheep Industry
Convention in January of 2015.
It could be you!
Visit the Make It With Wool Page on the
Montana Wool Grower website
(www.mtsheep.org) to find the nearest district director and get to sewing.
You don’t have to think about this one too
hard.

32

