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About the Cover:
Sarah Spear tosses a fleece to skirt during the Intermediate Sheep Shearing School held at Red
Bluff. Photo Courtesy of Sharon Henderson.

Deadline for the Ram Sale Issue will be August 5, 2017
2

Wool Pools and Buyers Operating In Montana
NE Montana Pool
Plentywood
Colleen Buck
(406) 765-3406

Front Range Pool
Conrad
Luanne Wallewein
(406) 937-2775

McCone Pool
Circle
Tandi Kassner
(406) 485-2605

Sweetgrass/Stillwater
Big Timber
Mark King
(406) 932-5146

MonDak Pool
Wibaux
Danielle Harper
(406)796-2486

Upper Mushellshell
Harlowton
Stacey Grove
(406) 473-2244

Bruce Smith
(406) 377-4277

Beaverhead/Madison/
Jefferson
Dillon
J P Tanner
(406) 683-3785

Lower Yellowstone Pool
Sidney
Tim Fine
(406) 433-1206

Granite/Powell Pool
Drummond
Barbara Weaver
(406) 288-3282
Garfield County Pool
Jordan
Jerry Hensleigh
(406) 557-2839
Wool Buyers
High Plains Wool
Bruce Barker
(307) 674-4504
Center of the Nation
Belle Fourche
Larry Prager
(605) 892-6311

Western Pool
Polson
Jan Tusick
(406) 883-4093

Highline Pool
Malta
Marko Manoukian
(406) 684-2543

Snowy Mountain Pool
Lewistown
Melanie Foran
(406) 366-1907

Billings
Scott Lammers
(406) 245-9112

Auction Markets
Glasgow Stockyards, Inc.
Glasgow, MT
(406) 228-9306
www.glasgowstockyards.com

Western Livestock Auction
Great Falls, MT
(406) 727-5400
www.westernlivestockmontana.com

Headwaters Livestock Auction
Three Forks, MT
(406) 285-0502
www.headwaterslivestock.com

Sidney Livestock Market Center
Sidney, MT
(406) 482-3513
www.sidneylivestock.com

Lewistown Livestock Auction
Lewistown, MT
(406) 538-3471
www.lewistownlivestock.com

Bowman Auction Market
Bowman, ND
(701) 523-5922
www.bowmanauctionmarket.com

Public Auction Yards
Billings, MT
www.publicauctionyards.com
(406) 245-6447

St. Onge Livestock
Newell, SD
(605) 642-2200
www.stongelivestock.com

Advertising Rates

For Subscription or Advertising:

$30 for 1/8 page
$55 for 1/4 page
$100 for 1/2 page
$175 for full page

Write, email, or call Jesse Thompson at
mtwga@outlook.com or (406) 442-1330.
The MWGA newsletter is printed
quarterly with additional issues
published as needed. Special rates available

3

Save the Date
May 30, 217
Zone 3 Grizzly Bear Info Session
McEwen Ranch, Galata, MT
May 31-June 1, 2017
MT Ag Summit
Great Falls, MT
June 5, 2017
Ram Sale Committee Meeting
Red Lion Hotel, 1pm
Billings, MT
June 5-10, 2017
National Columbia Show & Sale
Spencer, Iowa
June 16-18th, 2017
Wool Grower Summer Campout
Whitlash, MT
June 19-21, 2017
Montana Range Days
Red Lodge, MT
July 13-15, 2017
2017 US Targhee National
Sheep Show and Sale
Pierre, South Dakota
August 26, 2017
MT Columbia Sheep Breeders Assn.
Show & Sale
Fairgrounds, Lewistown, MT
September 13th, 2017
4th Annual Montana Ewe Sale
Miles City, MT
September 14th, 2017
92nd Annual Montana Ram Sale
Miles City, MT
November 30th-December 2nd, 2017
134th Annual MWGA Convention
Billings, MT
Please Submit Calendar Items to
mtwga@outlook.com

Good morning to you all!
I’m taking time to write this as it is too sloppy to feed cows and still a week away from
starting the lambing thing...we’re excited to get started. The wool market is mixed but
shows strength, the lamb market is cautiously exciting so let the year begin!
The Montana delegation has been to D.C. and renewed some distant relationships and established a good base line for Industry concerns. The State Legislature on the other hand
has been has been a hand full. I would like to extend a huge appreciation for the work and
introductions provided by the MWGA’s Public Affairs Director, Jim Brown. It is his work that
makes our legislative report look as good as it does. Please take the time to go through Jim
Brown’s Legislative Report.
Grizzly Bear Management has taken a new twist along with delisting...efforts are moving
along. There should be a board meeting soon, which will include updates and I encourage
you all to communicate with your area Board member and stay current with those issues.
Bighorn Sheep issue has taken a positive turn except for the lawsuit. MWGA is very active in the retrieval of real science concerning Bighorn/domestic conflict and I believe it’s moving in a positive direction for all of us. The lawsuit on the other hand, has proven to be a monetary wind fall for Western Watershed, $104,000.00. They have appealed to the 9 th circuit court on the two points
they lost so the battle goes on.
Hope the moisture is good and I’m looking forward to getting together. Be safe see you soon!

Dave McEwen
MWGA President
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How MWGA Is Working For You
•

MWGA Public Affairs Director Jim Brown provid-

Billings to celebrate National Ag Week and pro-

ed testimony on multiple bills and supplies

moted the sheep industry in Montana.

MWGA with a Legislative Update every week.

•

•

•

KMON in Great Falls to celebrate National Ag

www.mtsheep.org/public-affairs/ A complete

Week and promoted the sheep industry in Mon-

overview can be found on pgs 10-11.

tana.

MWGA hosted Wool Grower Day at the Capital
The Lunch was well attended.

Wildlife Services for funding for the work that

MWGA Board Members hosted a handful of leg-

they do with Grizzly Bears.
•

Jim Brown wrote a letter to our congressional

voiced our industry concerns to them.

delegates informing them of the resolution that

9 from Montana attended the 2017 Annual ASI

passed through the 2017 Legislature to delist

Spring Fly-in and met with our Congressional

the Grizzly Bear in Montana and give the man-

Delegates, working on behalf of the sheep pro-

agement back to the state. The letter encour-

ducers in Montana.

aged our congressional delegates to support

MWGA met with the Wild Sheep Foundation

the delisting of the Grizzly Bear.
•

MWGA shared a letter with our Congressional

Domestic Working Sheep Group. The group is

Delegates about the current public concern

currently working on establishing goals and pri-

over M-44s.
•

Dave McEwen was a guest on the Voices of

Jim Brown represented MWGA during the Na-

Montana radio show and spoke about grizzly

tional Ag Week Luncheon held at the Capital.

bears, Bighorn sheep, and the upcoming trip to

Dave McEwen attended Greg Gianforte’s Ag

Washington, D.C.

Round Table held in Great Falls.
•

Jim Brown wrote a letter to our congressional
delegates informing them of the need to supply

orities.

•

•

and served lamb stew to several legislators.

group to being work on creating a Bighorn/

•

Dave McEwen conducted a radio interview with

These can be found online at:

islators for dinner during the Legislature and
•

•

•

Dave McEwen attended the NCDE Grizzly Bear
Meeting held in Kalispell in April.

Mike Hollenbeck conducted a radio interview in
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An Overview of the USDA Agricultural Marketing Service
By John Kimbrell, Officer in Charge, USDA AMS

The U. S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) was commissioned by President Abraham Lincoln in 1862. Since then, USDA has
administered regulations and policies to support American agriculture. One key piece of legislation was the Shepard Amendment of 1916. This legislation allowed the Secretary of Agriculture “…to compile and publish such information at such frequent
intervals as most effectively to guide producers, consumers, and distributors in the sale and purchase of livestock, meats, and
other animal products …” From that piece of legislation, USDA Market News was born. For more than 100 years, the Agricultural Marketing Service’s (AMS) Livestock, Poultry, and Grain Market News (LPGMN) Division has provided current, unbiased
price and sales information to assist in the orderly marketing and distribution of farm commodities.
The first USDA market report was sent via telegram in 1915. Today, with the use of technology, market information is available
in a more timely fashion. Every day, LPGMN issues hundreds of Market News reports that provide industry stakeholders with
key data concerning prices, volume, quality, and condition of agricultural commodities. These reports identify key trade trends
empowering farmers, producers, and other stakeholders to make educated production and marketing decisions. A complete
list of LPGMN market reports can be found at: www.ams.usda.gov/lpgmn. Additional market information on a wide variety of
commodities including cotton, dairy and milk products, fruits and vegetables, organic products, and emerging market commodities can be found at: www.ams.usda.gov/market-news.
USDA Market News offices are strategically located in regions across the country of commodity prominence and geographic
accessibility. This ensures that highly skilled reporters are physically present to report certain commodity markets, and that
Market News is represented in locations requested by States and agreed upon through Federal-State Cooperative Agreements.
The goal of Market News is to give a representative picture of a commodity market, allowing transparency and fairness to promote healthy competition in the marketplace. USDA Market News provides the agriculture industry with accurate and unbiased market information depicting current market conditions.
Sheep and lamb producers and stakeholders can access several market reports daily to assist in their marketing needs. Currently, LPGMN reports over 40 sheep auctions on a weekly or monthly basis. Additionally, market reports are available for direct
trade of feeder lambs to feedlots as well as direct trade of slaughter lambs to packers. Daily and weekly lamb cuts and cutout
values are released through the Livestock Mandatory Reporting (LMR) program. The LMR program was established by the
Livestock Mandatory Reporting Act of 1999. The 1999 Act was enacted into law on October 22, 1999, as an amendment to the
Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946. The purpose of the 1999 Act was to establish an informational program regarding the marketing of cattle, swine, lamb, and the products of such livestock that provides information that can be readily understood by
producers; improves price and supply reporting services of USDA; and encourages competition in the marketplace for livestock
and livestock products.
LPGMN also reports information on emerging markets. Some of the newest reports by LPGMN include the Weekly Retail Feature Activity report and the Monthly National Grass Fed Lamb and Goat report. The Weekly Retail Feature Activity report allows
consumers to see the sale prices for lamb products at grocery stores across the country. The Monthly National Grass Fed Lamb
and Goat report is a snap shot of both retail and wholesale products sold across the country as well as monthly price comparisons. These reports can be found on LPGMN’s webpage.
In addition to current market information, LPGMN also provides historical data, which can be found on the Market New portal
at: www.marketnews.usda.gov/mnp/ls-home. Customers can find historical prices on livestock, meat, and grain commodities.
With over 100 years of data collection, market coverage, and market information dissemination, Livestock, Poultry, and Grain
Market News continues to be the trusted source of market information for America’s farmers, ranchers, and agribusiness. If
you have any questions on the links provided or if you need help finding a market report don’t hesitate to call your local USDA
Market News office.
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We look forward to working with you!
Reliable Market Information - Two Full Service Warehouses - Year-Round Marketing Opportunities

Scott Lammers

Larry Prager

Billings, Montana

Belle Fourche, SD

(406) 245-9112

(800) 528-2057
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Guardian Behaviors
Excerpted from Brave and Loyal: An Illustrated Celebration of Livestock Guardian Dogs by Cat Urbigkit (Skyhorse Publishing, 2017).
Livestock guardian dogs use a pattern of escalating behavior to keep predators from preying on their flocks. The first
is territorial exclusion, in which the dogs actively patrol and scent mark the area around the flock (whether it’s stationary or
migratory), claiming that territory from predators (especially other canines). Disruption is the second step, and involves the
dog’s barking and posturing in a position between the predator and the flock, serving to interrupt the hunting behavior of the
predator.
Disruption is followed by confrontation, in which the dog approaches the predator, using intimidation and chase to force the
predator’s withdrawal. If the predator does not retreat, the confrontation can proceed until the dog attacks the predator, engaging in physical battle. Most predator conflicts with guardian dogs end at the confrontation stage as the predator retreats,
but in areas such as our range, where predator populations are abundant, guardian dogs are frequently involved in physical
battles with predators (especially coyotes, but sometimes also with wolves or bears). It appears that in areas with lesser predator problems, such incidents are more rare.
The dogs seem to pick their position by their individual natures, with one dog serving as the lead animal, forging out just ahead
of the herd as it moves, while others stay near the flank of the herd, with another trailing along behind. Most of the dogs will
join together to confront a perceived danger. Sometimes this means a group of large dogs barking and charging forward aggressively, but when the danger is perceived to be higher, the dogs will attack.
Guardian dogs that we’ve raised on our ranch exhibit varied types of protective behaviors. The first type was Tucker, a young
adult Great Pyrenees male that worked alone by always staying with livestock, attempting to disrupt predators near the flock
but initially not actively seeking out coyotes or other predators. He did not kill predators, but attempted to keep them out of
the herd. Guardian dogs like this big, gentle dog make great farmstead dogs.
Luv’s Girl is an example of a second type. Actively occupying the canid niche, she dis- places other canids within the same
range, chasing and fighting predators invading her territory. She worked with another athletic young male Akbash to effectively harass both grizzly and black bears away from our flock. Perhaps most importantly, when multiple wolves were in the area
near her flock, she did not actively patrol outside the herd, but remained close to the flock.
Rant, one of our Central Asian Ovcharkas, represented a third type involving both aggression and individualism. His high level
of canine aggression made him a dangerous
threat to canine predators, and his enthusiasm for initiating attack—actively challenging predators—made him appropriate for
guardian duty within wolf range. But this level of canine aggression could pose problems with other guardian dogs.
A fourth type involves dogs that both displace and actively hunts predators, seeking to kill them. Our female FloJo was this
type, seeking out canids to kill.
Some dogs will combine one or two types of this behavior, and at different life stages, or working with dogs of another type,
dogs will change behaviors. Although young Tucker did not kill coyotes, he eventually pair-bonded with FloJo, and this pair
became veritable rangeland murderers for coyotes. They became so effective in hunting predators that the large range flocks
they protected did not suffer any depredations.
The strategies used by the dogs are somewhat complex and vary depending upon the situation. Some guardian dogs will attempt to move the sheep away from danger. For instance, instead of attacking a bear entering the pasture one day, I saw an
Akbash female gather the herd and chase it to the other end of the pasture. A few years later, this same Akbash actively challenged and hazed bears away from the herd in a large open pasture.
We’ve seen some of our guardians hide near dead animal carcasses, waiting for predators to approach so they could attack.
It’s as though they were “baiting” their foes. In another case, our small herding dogs would alert the guardians to the presence of a predator, and would initiate chase, only to have the guardian dogs surge forward and kill the coyotes.
Some guardians follow the sheep during the day as they graze, but other guardians lead the herd in the day’s activities. Most
guardians actively patrol during the night, and sleep all day amid the sheep or nearby where the sheep are in view.
When a stranger comes to our home or rangeland to visit with us, the guardian dogs will investigate, always staying between
the flock and the stranger. Sometimes the dogs will appear friendly, leaning their bodies against the legs of the stranger, a ploy
that keeps the stranger occupied by the guardian.
Most range sheep operations in the United States use four to five guardian dogs with each flock. The dogs work well together
in facing predators, with reaction ranging from aggressive barking to full attack. In some cases one dog will react, and other
8

Guardian Behaviors
Excerpted from Brave and Loyal: An Illustrated Celebration of Livestock Guardian Dogs by Cat Urbigkit (Skyhorse Publishing, 2017).
times, all the dogs will be involved.
Guardian dogs are independent decision-makers, judging each threat and reacting accordingly. Although different breeds may
have overall behavioral types, there is an abundance of individual variation within each breed.
The guardians patrol around the herd, with both males and females marking the area of patrol with urine and feces, as well as
by barking. Range dogs don’t simply guard a territory—they guard the territory their livestock is using at the time. Researchers
in Australia noted that regardless of the size of the area the livestock use, guardians are likely to have a larger range than the
livestock they guard—even to the extent that the range includes other livestock on neighboring range.
Guardians will bark at different occasions, for numerous reasons, and with various intensities. One type of bark appears to
simply be an announcement that the territory is occupied, while others are alarm barks, some with excitement or aggression,
while others are communications with distant animals. Shepherds who live with the dogs learn the distinctness of these barks,
and react accordingly.
Within the last few years, there has
been increased debate and questioning about the role of size in
livestock protection dogs, as well
as the proper number of dogs to
run with various-sized flocks of
sheep and goats.
Any consideration of either dog
size or numbers should be based
on the specific circumstance of the
flock. What are the primary predator or predators that threaten the
herd, and how constant is this
threat? Is the herd a stationary
farm flock, or a migratory range
operation? Do the sheep flock together well, or do they scatter? Are
coyotes and domestic dogs the
primary threats, or are wolves and
grizzly bears? What are the owner’s
expectations of the dogs?

Cat Urbigkit is a sheep producer in
western Wyoming, as well as a
book author and owner/editor of
The Shepherd magazine.
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MWGA Legislative Update
Jim Brown, Public Affairs Director
By the time you are reading this article, the 65th Montana
Legislative session will have come to a close. The session
was an overwhelmingly successful one for Montana’s
sheep and wool industry.

the Board’s general fund funding authority and appropriation for another six years. This legislation became even
more critical to enact with the passage this legislative session of legislation to allow the Livestock Loss Board to compensate livestock owners for losses due to confirmed
mountain lion depredations.

MWGA had four major priorities for the 2017 Legislature.
Three of these priorities involved funding, one involved policy. To wit:

Funding for a Combined Lab Complex Located At MSU

Renew Funding for the MSU Wool Lab

The building hosting the state’s diagnostic lab has been in
decay for years. This everyone knows. The Association first
During the 2015 Montana legislative session, the Associastarted to push the Legislature to address the crumbling
tion secured $120,000 in state funding for the Montana
facility during the 2009 legislative session. Interestingly,
Wool Lab. This was the first time the Wool Lab was allocatthe Association’s efforts were initially met with some
ed funding by the Legislature, despite the fact that state
pushback by our sister agriculture organizations. In 2015,
law requires that there be a wool lab complex in Montana.
after reading the audits performed by the Legislature both
In his budget for the 2018-2019 state government operating
on the inadequate structure of the current lab facility, but
period, Governor Bullock proposed eliminating this imalso on its inadequate financial performance, the Associaportant source of funding. Fortunately, with the strong
tion decided to redouble its efforts in this area. The Associsupport of State Senators Llew Jones of Conrad and Eric
ation has, since late 2015, been pushing the idea of having a
Moore of Miles City, the Legislature rejected the Governor’s
new combined lab complex built on or near the campus of
recommendation to eliminate this funding, and, in lieu,
Montana State University. The idea is to have the wool lab,
funded the Wool Lab for another two years. The Legislaseed lab, wildlife lab, and other state labs be housed in the
ture appropriated $110,000 for the Lab over the next two
same complex as the diagnostic lab instead of being spread
years. While this amount was a $10,000 cut from the prior
out across campus, a scenario that would redress the curappropriation, this was a good outcome considering the
rent problems with the diagnostic lab’s structure, but
budget troubles the state is currently going through.
would also result in savings to the taxpayer and to the uniExtending Funding for the Livestock Loss Board
versity system.
MWGA has been a leader in terms of both developing the
mission of and funding the Montana Livestock Loss Board.
As the reader knows, established by the Legislature in 2007,
the Livestock Loss Board addresses economic losses to agriculture producers due to confirmed wolf and grizzly bear
predations and creates incentives for producers to take
proactive, preventative steps to decrease the risk of loss
caused by these large predators. During the 2011 Montana
legislative session, the Association worked with Representative Cuffe of Lincoln County to secure general fund
funding for the Board. Prior to that time, the Board had not
been able to fully fund its operations, and, as a result the
mission of the Board was not being fully carried out. Under
the 2011 legislation, the Board’s funding authority was set
to terminate as of June 30, 2017. Working with Senator Pat
Connell this session, MWGA pushed through a bill to extend
10

This session, the Association sought to have the Legislature appropriate money for the purpose of designing a new combined lab complex, and to determine
where such facility would be located. The Legislature picked up on the idea and ran the ball down
the field. The Legislature enacted HB 661, which
such legislation sets up a legislative committee to
study the idea of building a combined lab complex
to house the “state labs located at Montana State
University–Bozeman.” The legislation authorizes
the committee to spend up to $61,250 to develop
and analyze at least three economically viable proposals for each lab identified, which such analysis
would include studying necessary infrastructural
changes and upgrades, their costs, and potential

MWGA Legislative Update
Jim Brown, Public Affairs Director
funding sources; organizational changes and any
financial efficiencies they would create; and statutory changes needed to facilitate proposed infrastructural or organizational changes. The Legislature’s enactment of this legislation is most welcomed because it signifies that the Legislature
recognizes the importance of the various labs,
including the Wool Lab, but also signifies that the
Legislature will likely take action during the 2019
session to ensure that the vet diagnostic lab remains a viable asset for the people of Montana.
We thank Nancy Balance of Ravalli County for her
efforts on crafting and advancing this legislation.

es the Legislature’s desire to have federal legislation introduced and passed to have the grizzly bear population delisted in the same manner as was done for Montana’s gray
wolf population. That resolution was carried for us by
Representative Vinton of Billings and Representative
Gunderson of Libby. The resolution made its way swiftly
through the legislative process, and was enacted by the
Legislature with bipartisan support. Under the terms of
the bill, the resolution will be sent to Senators Tester and
Daines, as well as to Ryan Zinke, the Secretary of the U.S.
Department of the Interior, and to the Secretaries of State
for the States of Washington, Wyoming, and Idaho.
As outlined above, the Association achieved each of its
primary issue goals for the 2017 legislative session. The
MWGA may be a small association in terms of members,
but the Association has a large legislative impact on behalf
of its membership. The Association is both well respected
in the halls of the State Capital and effective in its legislative advocacy, and that’s because Montana’s sheep and
wool producers, by and through the MWGA board, bring
forth sound policy initiatives.

Grizzly Bear Delisting Resolution
One only needs to pick up a newspaper to understand the
Association’s interest in proper management of Montana’s grizzly bear population. Almost weekly it seems, a
story runs about a grizzly bear depredating on livestock,
and depredating on livestock in areas where bears have
not been seen for 50 or even a hundred years. Clearly,
proper grizzly bear management is an issue that is important to Montana’s sheep and wool industry. In 2007,
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service attempted to delist the
Yellowstone Park area grizzly bear population. However,
as usual, a federal judge kept them on the endangered
species list. So, here we are 10 years later, and Montana’s
grizzly bear population, despite reaching record numbers,
is still not managed by the State of Montana. Keeping the
grizzly bear population under strict federal management is
resulting in both a violation of private property rights and
an inability for producers to use traditional predator control methods.

Bighorn sheep disease research
The Association also successfully and favorably amended
House Bill 128. This legislation, which has been signed into
law, revised the waiting requirements to obtain tags for
hunting certain bighorn sheep populations, namely the
Tendoy Mountains herd located near Lima. As you may
know, FWP is purposefully trying to eradicate the remainder of this herd, which has suffered from pneumonia problems for years. MWGA’s amendment requires MT FWP to
report to Montana’s environmental quality counsel every
other year about that agency’s efforts to collect tissue
samples from the sheep harvested from that herd to determine the immunity characteristics for the surviving
members of that herd to pneumonia outbreaks. In addition, the MWGA amendment requires MT FWP to share
the tissue samples and other biological information collected with Washington State University and other parties
interested in bighorn sheep-domestic sheep interactions
and research.

After the feds pulled back in 2016 their latest effort to delist grizzly bears in Montana, the Association decided it was
time to have the State express its will, as a sovereign state
of the union, to have Congress enact legislation to delist
the entirety of Montana’s grizzly bear population, thereby
returning management of the species to the State, where
it should be. As such, the Association drafted a legislative
resolution directed to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
and to Montana’s congressional delegation which express11

MWGA ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
Please support the Businesses Supporting Our Industry
Gold Level
Bank of Baker-Baker, MT
Big Dry Angus-Jordan, MT
Center of the Nation Wool-Belle Fourche, SD
& Billings, MT
Custom Ag Solutions, Crowley, WY
Great Plains Wool Company-Bighorn, WY
Jack and Kathryn McRae-Jordan, MT
Montana Targhee Association
Miles City Chamber of Commerce, Miles City, MT
Public Auction Yards-Billings, MT
Stockman Bank-Miles City, MT
Frontline Ag Solutions, MT
Western Ranch Supply-Billings, MT
Silver Level
Lextron, Inc.-Billings, MT
Bison Bar-Miles City, MT
First Interstate Bank-Miles City, MT
Hilary Gietzen Shearing-Minot, ND
Garfield County Bank-Jordan, MT
Babe McDonald-Cohagen, MT
Marcha Labs-Terry, MT
McWilliams Shearing & Supplies-Miles City, MT
Montana Livestock Ag Credit-Helena, MT
Miles City Livestock Commission-Miles City, MT
Northwest Farm Credit-Billings, MT
Nickels Gaming, Bob Gilbert-Helena, MT
Hipolito Sanchez-Lancaster, MO
Schuldt Services-Chinook, MT
Bronze Level
Anderson & Zurmuehlen & Co.-Helena, MT
Bank of the Rockies-White Sulfur Springs, MT
Brockway Supper Club, Brockway, MT
Cayuse Livestock Co.-Melville, MT
Citizens Bank & Trust Co.-Big Timber, MT
Comfort Inn-Miles City, MT
Debby Cornwell-Glasgow, MT
Curtis Farm and AutoCarquest-Circle, Plentywood, Scobey, Wolfpoint
Duane Sparks Chevrolet, Inc-Lewistown, MT
Gene Surber and Associates-Belgrade, MT
Gordon & Marilyn Darlinton-Three Forks, MT
Farm Credit Services-Miles City, MT
Farmers Elevator-Circle, MT
First Interstate Bank-Billings, MT
First State Bank-Malta, MT
Fleet Supply-Lewistown, MT
Fred Wacker Agency-Miles City, MT

Rachel Frost-Livingston, MT
Hawkins Veterinary Service-Dillon, MT
Hinnaland Trucking Inc.-Circle, MT
Holiday Inn Express-Miles City, MT
Insurance Store, Inc.-Baker, MT
Jim Hoover-Columbus, MT
Judish Spraying Service-Conrad, MT
Justin Martinell-Dell, Mt
Roger King-Augusta, MT
Kopren Sheep Shearing-Bison, SD
Rodney Kott-Bozeman, MT
Arville & Elaine Lammers-Shawmut, MT
Lazy AM Ranch, Inc.-Richey, MT
Lewistown Honda-Lewistown, MT
Marias River Livestock Association
Miles City Veterinary Service-Miles City, MT
Matador Ranch, Fred Itcaina-Malta, MT
Babe McDonald-Miles City, MT
Don McKamey-Great Falls, MT
Mills Auction Service-Boyes, MT
Lucille Molinari-Hamilton, MT
Montana Farm Bureau Federation-Bozeman, MT
Montana Trappers Assn.-Ovando, MT
Jim Moore-Stanford, MT
North Valley Grazing District-Glasgow, MT
Phalen Ranch Company-Ismay, MT
Pioneer Insurance Agency,-Fort Benton, MT
Q’s Quality Wood Work-Huson, MT
Steadman Hardware-Miles City, MT
Stuart & Virginia Reynolds-Havre, MT
Reynolds Market-Miles City, MT
Selle Livestock-Billings, MT
Shobe Auction & Realty-Lewistown, MT
Snowy Mountain Motors-Lewistown, MT
Stockman Bank-Billings & Miles City, MT
Lisa Surber-Bozeman, MT
Tradewinds Shopper-Jordan, MT
Torgerson’s, LLC-Lewistown, MT
Maurice Tunby-Baker, MT
Rolph Tunby-Plevna, MT
Waterland Shearing-Alzada, MT
Watts and Associates-Billings, MT
Westfeeds, Inc.-Billings/Miles City, MT
JH Construction-Dillon, MT
Careless Creek Ranch, Leon Lammers-Judith Gap, MT

12

Montana Department of Livestock Update
Mike Honeycutt, Executive Officer
It has been a very busy few months for the Montana Department of Livestock. Primarily the department has
been engaged in the 65th Legislative Session full on since the beginning of the year. The major item for the department
was gaining an ongoing adequate budget from the legislature for the next biennium. As many may remember the entire
department was placed on a one time only budget during the 2015 session with strong encouragement to make improvements to its financial condition. Thanks to a great effort made by the Board of Livestock and the staff over the last
12-18 months the financial condition and prospects for the department have greatly improved. In addition, the department presented its future budget request over four days of hearings in February. In these hearings department staff
presented analysis of the department’s expenses and needs with great operational detail and was able to answer the
detailed questions staff had not been able to answer in the past. As of this writing HB 2, the bill that outlines the state’s
budget for the next biennium, has passed both houses but has not been signed by the Governor. However, within the
current version the Department of Livestock has been granted an adequate budget to cover its staffing and operational
needs for the next biennium and has gained enough confidence with the legislature to be returned to an ongoing status
as a state program. In addition to all the internal effort the Department knows this would not have been possible without the very vocal support we received from agriculture and ranching organizations like MWGA at the state house. The
voice of the people does truly matter.
There were also several other notable achievements and activities related to the Department of Livestock
throughout the legislative session. A bill passed that will continue the Livestock Loss claims program and the Department of Livestock’s obligation to fund predator control activities across the state in cooperation with USDA Wildlife Services. The legislature also funded a study that will look at a combined state lab complex in Bozeman that will potentially
provide the opportunity for new facilities for both the Montana Veterinary Diagnostic Lab and the Montana Wool Lab.
This adds value to the industry effort being led by Dave McEwen and hopefully paves the way for formal action during
the 2019 legislative session. There were a number of other items of legislative interest dealing with livestock topics such
as new guidelines for electric fencing, new options for using grazing permits to move animals and a resolution to remove Brucella abortus from the federal select agent list.
Outside of the legislature the major activity for the Department has been working through the discovery of a
positive TB cattle herd in South Dakota. During the disease investigation there were several affected herds identified
within Montana. To date our investigation has found no positive animals in Montana and most of the affected herds
have been cleared of further investigation or quarantine.
This scare serves as a reminder to all livestock producers,
regardless of species, that there are threats to our industry and we should not be complacent when it comes to
those risks. At the Department we are thankful for the
top tier system of rules and policies that have been put
in place to protect Montana ranchers from these threats,
our very competent animal health staff and the network
of Brands Enforcement staff we have in the field who
work so hard to keep you and your stock safe from
harm.
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MWGA Updates, Campout Information
Jesse Thompson, MWGA Executive Secretary
I hope the shearing and lambing seasons went well (or are going well) these last couple of months! As everyone gets busier
and busier with late spring project and summer plans, I thought everyone should know what the wool growers have been up
to the last few months.
We had a great group from Montana that made the trip out to Washington, D.C. Our state had one of the highest attendances
of the whole group this year and that should be something for you all to be proud of. Attending the Spring Fly-in was Dave,
Lenora, and Johna McEwen, Kevin Halverson, Greg and Tami Wichman, Jim Brown, Nina Baucus, and myself. We spent our first
morning there being briefed on the issues by ASI’s Cornerstone Government Affairs members, Jim Richards, and Verbie Hubert, and ASI Executive Director Peter Orwick. We then heard from representatives from the USDA-APHIS Wildlife Services,
USDA-APHIS Veterinary Service, the Food and Drug Administration, Bureau of Land Management, USDA Forest Services, and
the USDA Ag marketing Service. For lunch, the Montana group attended the Public Lands Council Luncheon with Secretary of
the Interior Ryan Zinke as the guest speaker. Near the end of his speech, Secretary Zinke took questions from the group. He
was refreshingly informed on all the issues that were thrown at him and provided insight into this future plans for the department. He assured us that we can look forward to management going back to the local level, for lands to be managed for balanced multi-use, and to restore the trust between the people and the government. That evening, we attended the Cornerstone Government Affairs American Lamb Reception and as always, the food was superb and it was great catching up with
familiar faces from across the US. Wednesday morning started with Montana Coffee with Senators Jon Tester and Steve
Daines. Straight from there, we had an appointment with Senator Tester but he was unable to meet with us at the time. We
were able to speak to his Ag Liaison, voicing the concerns of the sheep industry and our annual appropriation requests. Senator Steve Daines’ Chief of Staff went to lunch with the Montana group in the Senate dining room. We were able to speak to
him first hand about the concerns of the sheep industry, as well. Senator Steve Daines had a pretty busy afternoon with committee hearings but still found the time to meet with our group so that we could reiterate the issues we had spoken about to
his Chief of
Staff. Looking back on
the experience, I can
confidently
say that
we accomplished a
lot in
Washington and it
was a very
successful
trip. We
spoke to
both senators about
the following issues:
Bighorn
Sheep in
Domestic
Sheep
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Grazing Allotments, Wildlife Services, the US Sheep Experiment Station, the H2A Program, and delisting the Grizzly Bear in the
state of Montana.
Plans are being made for the 92nd Annual Montana Ram Sale to be held in Miles City September 14, 2017 and the 4th Annual
Montana Ewe Sale to be held on September 13, 2017. More details will be available on the website soon so check back frequently for updates. Both the ewe sale and the ram sale catalogs will again be available online. Be sure and keep an eye on our
Facebook page as we advertise the individual consignors over the coming months.
We are also in the process of planning a few events for the Next Generation Wool Grower Program. We are planning on a field
day in Eastern Montana and one in Central Montana. As those events get planned and more details become available, the information will be up on the website.
I will be hosting this year’s Summer Campout up in the Sweet Grass Hills near Whitlash. I’ve enclosed two maps, just in case
you are coming across the hiline (Highway 2) or up the interstate. The Whitlash 4-H Campground is approximately 2 miles
south of the town of Whitlash on Breed Creek. There are electric hookups for campers but this is on a first come, first serve
basis. There are also lots of places to put tents. I will have a sign out so that you don’t miss the campground. We’ll gather Friday night for dinner around 6:30pm. On Saturday, we’ll start out with breakfast, then we’ll mosey over the Gold Butte road to
do some fishing and shooting on the west side of Gold Butte. We’ll have some fun activities to do Saturday afternoon as well
as tour a few sheep operations in the area. We’ll wrap things up after lunch on Sunday so that everyone can head for home.
We will be eating potluck style during the whole weekend. Dave McEwen and I will provide the meat. Bring enough food,
drinks, plates, silverware, and marshmallows for roasting over the fire. Last name: A-M: Bring salads, Last name N-Z: Bring
Breakfast food (we have enough eggs) or a dessert. Don’t forget your lawn chairs, sunscreen, bug spray, and a folding table if
you have one. Be prepared for rain or shine! And don’t forget your fishing poles, guns, and ammo.
Directions from Shelby (I-15): If you are coming to Whitlash via Interstate-15, travel north of Shelby and turn off the interstate
at Exit 379. Turn right onto MT-343 (Oilmont Highway) Travel east along this highway for about 21 miles and take a slight left
onto the Strawberry Road (you will cross a cattleguard onto gravel). You’ll stay on the Strawberry Road traveling north for
about 13 miles until you reach a crossroads. Turn right
and you should reach Whitlash in about 1 mile. Take the
only right (south) out of Whitlash and travel about 2
miles. The Whitlash 4-H Campground will be on your left
in a coulee. You can enter from either the North or
South but I would recommend if you have a camper to
enter on the south end. That is where the electricity
hookups are located.
Directions from Chester (Highway 2): Travel west out of
Chester about 2 miles where you will see a sign for Whitlash pointing to the north. Turn right at the sign and
head north on the Whitlash Road. This road is about 34
miles of gravel to Whitlash. There is a Y in the road
around mile 19 where you will turn to the left. From this
point, the campground is around 11 miles further. If
you’ve made it to Whitlash, you’ve passed it.

Reminder: There are no gas stations in Whitlash so I recommend gassing up in Shelby or Chester before you
head north. Also, cell phone service is very spotty once
you reach the Hills. If you have any questions or would
like to talk about directions or what to bring, please call
me at (406) 450-3429 or (406) 432-5635.
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Left to Right: Jason Thielman
(Senator Daines Chief of Staff), Jesse
Thompson, Kevin Halverson, Nina
Baucus, Dave McEwen, Greg Wichman, and Jim Brown. Lunch at the
Senate Dining Room

Kevin Halverson enjoying American
lamb with Burton Pfliger, Past President
of ASI

2017
Spring
Fly-In
Photos
Nina Baucus addressing her concerns to Secretary
of the Interior Zinke
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Jim Brown, Nina Baucus, Jesse Thompson, Sen. Steve Daines, Greg Wichman, Dave McEwen, and Kevin Halverson

Jesse Thompson, Lenora McEwen, Tami Wichman, Jim Brown, and Dave
McEwen enjoying Cornerstone Government Affairs Lamb BBQ

Greg Wichman, Jim Brown, Nina Baucus, Dave McEwen, and
Kevin Halverson outside of Senator Tester’s office in DC
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Wool Wanderings with Lisa
By Lisa Surber, PhD, American Sheep Industry Raw Wool Services
Wool is actively trading, warehouses are getting full, and the wool market remains positive for wools under 24 micron. A good portion of wools from Montana ship to South Carolina to be processed and used domestically. During
processing, Montana wool may go through an additional processing step that opens up a whole other avenue of
end uses. In this edition of Wool Wanderings, I thought it might be interesting to discuss easy care innovations that
can help make wool a modern, user-friendly textile. Easy care treatments refer to wool that has been treated or
processed in a way that allows it to be machine washable and dryable. Easy care wool garments retain shape and
appear as new longer, take dyes more readily, and have a comfortable and luxurious handle.
In 2011, the Sheep Venture Co., in association with the ASI, introduced equipment to the US that could complete
the easy care process. Up until that point, textile manufacturers had to send wool overseas for this treatment.
Now they have the ability to develop washable wool top in the United States. The equipment is housed at
Chargeurs Wool USA in Jamestown, S.C., the one remaining topmaking facility in the United States. Having this
process domestically allows U.S. companies to apply the washable treatment to many different wool products used
by garment and sock manufacturers. Montana wools are sought after in the apparel industry and fit this niche very
nicely.
So…what are the treatments currently being using in the marketplace?
Super wash – We are most familiar with the term “Super wash” as this is the manufacturing process in place at
Chargeurs Wool USA. Some of you had the fortune of touring the facility when ASI held their annual convention in
South Carolina in 2014. Super wash is the most common wool oxidation process for shrink treatment. It uses the
Chlorine Hercosett (CH) process, in which the wool fiber’s lipid layer is first striped by exposure to hypochlorous
acid for a very short period of time and then coated with Hercosett polymer, sealing the scales found on a wool
fiber. Only the tips of the scales are removed to prevent felting. During oxidative treatment, the negative charge
created on the wool’s surface helps bond the positively charged polymer permanently to the wool fiber. Interestingly, Hercosett is the same polymer as is used to treat writing/printing paper. It is what holds the cellulose fibers of
paper together. Globally, over 110 million pounds of wool are treated with this process annually. There is a downside to this process if you are a chemical free fan. However, super wash creates a product that fits our contemporary lifestyle that can’t be ignored.
Mercerization – This is a similar chemical process to super wash that creates a “cashmere-like” feel and a smooth,
shiny, “silk-like” appearance. The process uses the same bowl system as super wash however, the methodologies
and some of the chemicals differ. There are slight increase in the time the wool fiber is in contact with the hypochlorous acid, removing more of the scale structure from the surface of the wool fiber. This creates a smoother
fiber surface, the effect of which is to increase the sheen. The second part of the process involves the application of
a very fine layer of silicone polymer which is grafted permanently onto the fibers’ surface. The application of the
silicone polymer brings about significant improvement in the handle, which may make coarser wools feel finer. In
the last step, an antistatic treatment is applied to improve further processing. There are major differences in end
result between mercerization and super washed wools. Besides the more of the scale structure is removed, a significant amount of fiber weight and strength is lost. Often a half micron difference is noted. The most significant
problem with mercerizing wool is the loss of fiber strength. While the overall cost of the treatment is more expensive due to the processing line having to run slower than super wash it is not considered prohibitive. About 22 million pounds of wool goes through the mercerization process world-wide, but currently it is not available in the US.
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Wool Wanderings with Lisa (Continued from Pg 18)
By Lisa Surber, PhD, American Sheep Industry Raw Wool Services
Plasma – An interesting and possibly more sustainable alternative to chemical shrink treatment of wool is low temperature plasma treatment. Recently introduced plasma treatments are capable of achieving a similar descaling
effect as their chemical counterparts without the environmental impacts. However, this treatment is applied as a
finishing treatment to fabrics. So what the heck is plasma treatment? Simply stated, plasma is produced from an
electrical discharge of a gaseous mixture of reactive molecules (electrons, ions, and free radicals) that act collectively with the fabrics surface to alter the shrinkage resistance, anti-felting and dye-ability. The plasma treatment
can then be followed with a silicone or polymer treatment similar to mercerization or super wash. However, the
high cost and difficult operation have limited its practicality in the textile industry.

Why is easy care treatments so important to the US military?
The US military is the largest consumer of our domestic wool clip buying about one quarter of the wool produced
in the U.S. Having the super wash process available in the United States increases the number of washable wool
products the U.S. military can purchase as the Berry Amendment requires all textile processes and products be entirely of U.S. origin. This protects our wool industry from offshore competition. Fabrics that are insulating, moisture
wicking, anti-stink and most importantly fire-resistant are sought-after by all arms of the military. The Department
of Defense contracts for approximately 60 different wool items that include military dress uniforms, blankets and
berets. The western states that include Montana, South Dakota, Wyoming, Colorado and Texas produce wools that
are highly valued for military purposes. Be proud that your state helps clothe and protect our armed forces!
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May 4, 2017

Colleagues and Friends,

I hope this letter finds you in good spirits, as the grass is growing and lambing are winding down. There is nothing
better than turning out ewe-lamb pairs onto green grass and watching the hard-earned fruits of your labor take
shape.
I am writing this letter as a thank you and farewell (for now) as your Extension Sheep Specialist at Montana State
University. I’ve accepted the position at the University of Wyoming as Assistant Professor/ Extension Sheep Specialist and will begin this position August 1, 2017.
I have heard it said “If you do something you love, you’ll never work a day in your life”, and I couldn’t agree more in
relation to my time here in Montana. I’ve been the greatest beneficiary of my time here at MSU. Our conversations
at the cutting gates, ram test pens and your kitchen tables have made me feel welcome. You have taught me so
much and allowed me to hit the ground running. Sharing your expertise, time, ranches and checkbooks to support
our efforts at the MSU Sheep Extension Program is unparalleled and praiseworthy.
I have appreciated your candor and sincerity in voicing concerns and suggestions regarding educational programs
and research needs. I will continue the long-term collaborative research efforts with Dr. Tom Murphy and MSU for
years to come, and look forward to strengthening the ties between the great sheep states of Wyoming and Montana.
This is my imperfect attempt at saying “thank you” for your friendship and collaboration, and I look forward to
many more years, albeit from Wyoming. Whoever is chosen as the next MSU Extension Sheep Specialist can consider themselves very fortunate because of the producers he or she will get to work with.

Sincerely,

Whit C. Stewart, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Sheep and Wool Production
Extension Sheep Specialist
Department of Animal and Range Sciences
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New Shearing Trailer Focused on Wool Quality
Mike Schuldt, Custer County MSU Extension Agent

Some of the best wool in the world comes from the Mountain States region in the United States
which includes Montana. A grant from Montana Department of Agriculture’s “Growth Through Agriculture” program, along with additional funding from the American Sheep Industry’s Wool Council,
provided Mike Schuldt of Miles City, MT and Ryan Keyes of Livingston, MT the opportunity to create
a mobile shearing facility that is focused on bringing the most value to the grower for the high quality
wool they produce.
Unlike the larger sheep producing countries in the world, here in the U.S. most growers do not have
dedicated facilities for harvesting their wool. The equipment that the shearer brings to the job often
determines the type of preparation that can be accomplished at shearing time. Evolution in the industry has developed a set of market value criteria that reward growers for proper sorting and preparation at shearing. The market also demands that the wool be packaged in 450 to 500 pound bales for
shipping efficiency. Much of the equipment in service today including shearing trailers and wool
presses, were developed at a time prior to the development of the current marketing structure.
Many of the shearing trailers were designed when
the wool, bellies included,
was tied with a paper fleece
tie and put in a round burlap bag for later sorting and
preparation prior to the
scouring process. Not much
preparation was necessary
during shearing to achieve
this so trailers were designed without the need for
access to the fleece during
the shearing process. Today
the industry needs to have
Photo courtesy of Misty Steadman, April 2017
the wool prepared for the
scouring process at shearing time. This means that the bellies, top knots, crutch wool, leg wool and stained locks must be removed from the fleece wool at shearing time to retain the highest value. The wool also must be sorted by type so that like kinds can be baled together. This requires that wool handlers have access to
the wool as it is being shorn as well as have the ability, in some situations, to properly pick the fleece
from the shearing floor and throw it on a skirting table for further processing prior to baling.
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The newly constructed shearing trailer incorporates a number of proven design features, along with
some improvements to ensure that the mobile unit allows for the highest quality product to be harvested, while providing for the safety of shearers, wool handlers and the animals. The trailer has been
designed to match the standard shearing area measurements published by the Australian Wool Corporation, maintaining the efficiency and safety of the shearer. The sheep leave the trailer by way of a
ramp under the elevated raceway. This ensures that the workers and sheep are separate to reduce
the chance of injury and alleviate stress to the animals. The fold up side walls are designed to allow
the wool handlers easy access to each of the four stations on the shearing floor. These fold up doors
only open up the lower portion of the wall leaving the upper portion as a safety barrier for the shearer to ensure that they do not accidently fall from the shearing floor.
Along with the improvements in the design of the shearing trailer, the project also provided the
means to construct a new wool press that will consistently create a wool bale that weighs in the 450
– 500 pound range. The horizontal design of the baler allows for it to be pulled behind the shearing
trailer increasing the efficiency and versatility of the entire operation.
The cost of the materials for this project came to a total of nearly $25,000 and took over 170 hours of
labor for construction of the trailer and wool press.
The goal of the project was to create a design that could be emulated by others in the industry that
might be interested in creating equipment that provides a better environment during shearing for
wool quality improvement—it appears that the goal has been reached with this shearing and wool
baling equipment.
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We are Looking for You and You and Ewe!
Cheryl Schuldt, Montana Ewe Sale Manager
Save the date! Wednesday, September 13 at 6:00 pm will be the 4th Annual MWGA Commercial Ewe Sale at the
Eastern MT Fairgrounds in Miles City, MT.
The sheep industry is THE BRIGHT SPOT in agriculture right now. Lamb prices remain strong going into the summer
grazing season and the wool market continues to hold steady. What other ag commodity guarantees not one but
two pay check each year?!
Livestock producers wishing to add more quality ewes to their flock need look no further than the Montana Wool
Growers Association Commercial Ewe Sale to meet their needs. The ewe sale committee of Cord Bieber, Dave Hinnaland, John Sampsel and Henry Hollenbeck want to invite buyers and sellers alike to come to this year’s sale.

We are looking for quality ewe lambs and yearling ewes for this year’s offering and invite members of the MT Wool
Growers Association to consign their quality breeding ewes. An entry blank for this year’s sale is found in this issue
of the Wool Grower magazine. Entry blanks may also be obtained from the association’s website, found at
www.mtsheep.org.
Commercial lots of both ewe lambs and yearling ewes will be offered for sale. Mutton breeds—primarily Suffolk
and Hampshire--sold in past sales are typically ewe lambs. Mutton breeds are offered in five head lots.
White face breeds sell in lot sizes of 10, 20, 100 or semi-loads. Lot sizes of 10 and 20 head will be housed at the fair
grounds for everyone to see and inspect prior to the sale. Off-site sales of 100 head and semi-loads will have representative sheep and/or video at the sale but will delivered in the country. Semi-loads will have a minimum of 300
head of yearlings. Although white face breeders may sell ewe lambs we have seen the yearling market be the age
of choice for consignors. Top notch Rambouillet, Targhee, Merino, and Rambouillet X Targhee yearling ewes have
been offered with
good demand for the
past three sales.
Please contact sale
manager Cheryl
Schuldt at 406-9450404 or anyone on
the sale committee
for more information
on the 4th Annual
MWGA Commercial
Ewe Sale. Cord
Bieber, Ewe Sale
Chairman 406-9393200; John Sampsel
406-366-1077; Henry
Hollenbeck 406-4254265 or Dave Hinnaland at 406-9743690.
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MONTANA WOOLGROWERS ASSOCIATION COMMERCIAL EWE SALE ENTRY FORM
July 1, 2017-begin taking entries

ALL ENTRIES AND ENTRY FEES due August 1, 2017

Make check payable to Montana Woolgrowers Association
Please return entry form and fees to: Cheryl Schuldt; 2705 Sudlow; Miles City, MT 59301
Questions/More Information call 406-945-0404 or email cherylschuldt@hotmail.com

Name ________________________________________________________________________
Phone, Home________________________ Phone, Cell _______________________________
Email address __________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________________
Breed _________________________________________

Age _________________________

**Consignors are limited to 2 entries/lot size and a maximum of 5 total lots**
Lot Size

No Lots Consigned

5 head (mutton breed
only)

Entry Fee/Head

Total

$5.00

$

$5.00

$

$5.00

$

$5.00

$

$5.00

$

10 head
20 head
100 head
Semi Load, min 300
head
Total Entry Fees

$

The above sheep are mortgaged to _________________________________________________
Mortgage holder mailing address __________________________________________________
(If not mortgaged write “None.” DO NOT LEAVE BLANK, we will not accept entries if left blank.)
Please designate the name of person or entity the check is to be made payable to
__________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________
(Signature)

_______________________________________
(Date)

Location (on 100 head & Semi Load Lots) _________________________________________________
Remarks/Comments (100 words maximum; please use back of form)

25

Montana State University Sheep Program Research Update
Tom Murphy, Assistant Professor of Sheep Production
Hello Montana Wool Growers! The MSU Sheep Program has been busy with many projects over the past few
months. A wether finishing trial was conducted to evaluate the growth and performance of purebred Rambouillet,
½ Rambouillet ½ Suffolk, and ½ Rambouillet ½ South African Meat Merino lambs. Ten lambs of each breed type
were finished at the Fort Ellis Research Farm and individual feed intake was collected using our GrowSafe bunks.
The trial finished in late February and lambs were harvested at Pioneer Meats in Big Timber. Sire breed type did not
influence average daily gain, feed efficiency, or carcass traits. This was the first of many finishing trials comparing
these breed types and, in no way, debunks the hundreds of research trials confirming the value of a good crossbreeding system. Rather, I think this stresses the importance of utilizing the National Sheep Improvement Program
in our ram selection and purchasing decisions. For me, the most exciting result of this trial was that the carcasses of
all 30 of these lambs were purchased by MSU Culinary Services and have been incorporated onto university dining
hall menus. The first dish offered was lamb curry and was very well received by the MSU community!
An undergraduate research project conducted by Casey Smith (Winthrop, WA) evaluated feed intake differences between shorn and unshorn ewes. For this trial, 36 mature, pregnant Rambouillet ewes were brought to the
Fort Ellis Research Farm and allowed ad libitum access to alfalfa pellets in our GrowSafe bunks. Half of the ewes
were shorn and feed intake was compared over the next 3 weeks. So far, we haven’t found any statistical differences in feed intake between shorn and unshorn ewes. These ewes had access to shelter after shearing and there
weren’t any major adverse weather events throughout the trial. If your ewes are put out in the elements without
access to shelter after shearing, we would still recommend providing them with some additional energy to make
up for the heat they are losing to the environment after removing the insulative value of their fleece. But if your
ewes have access to shelter, I don’t think we need to worry about providing them with more feed than they received prior to shearing. However, climatic conditions and stage of pregnancy should always be considered before
making these decisions.
As we all know, ewe colostrum is the “gold standard” to getting lambs on the right track to a healthy, productive, and profitable life. The majority of non-predator related lamb deaths can be directly or indirectly traced
back to insufficient colostrum intake after birth. Unfortunately for us, lambs do not read the introductory animal
science textbook stating that they need to consume 10% of their birth weight in colostrum within the first 36 hours
of life. What do we do if we are unsure of a lamb’s colostrum intake? There are many colostrum substitutes on the
market, each with their own benefits. OVIShield is one such product and is manufactured by Ovis, a USDA licensed
sheep research facility in South Dakota. OVIShield contains antibodies to clostridial bacteria and can be administered orally or by subcutaneous injection. Dr. Stewart and myself designed an experiment to evaluate the prophylactic administration of OVIShield. In total, 150 sets of twins have been included in the experiment, one lamb receiving a 5 ml injection of OVIShield and the other a 5 ml injection of saline. These lambs will be evaluated for differences in survivability and growth through weaning, and results will be presented in future events and articles.
Finally, determining the impact of clinical and subclinical mastitis on ewe and lamb productivity continues
to be a major focus of the MSU Sheep Program. Clinical mastitis can be visually diagnosed very easily, but subclinical mastitis cannot. Therefore, for every clinical case of mastitis we diagnose, we likely have many, many more subclinical cases that we cannot diagnose. To date, we have collected milk from 85 MSU ewes and 107 USSES ewes.
Udder morphology and damage, serum trace mineral and vitamin status, and udder surface temperature have been
collected on all ewes and will help us determine effective ways to diagnose and prevent this costly disease. We look
forward to including more operations in future years.
This research is not possible without the help of our fellow faculty and staff members (Dr. Jane Ann Boles
and Andy Williams) and the graduate and undergraduate students that represent the next generation of sheep researchers, sheep producers, and sheep industry advocates: Chad Page (Chandler, AZ), Weston Helle (Dillon), Ben
Roeder (Fort Shaw), Casey Smith (Winthrop, WA), and Sarah Spear (Buffalo).
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MT’s At-Large Congressional District Special Election Coverage
Jesse Thompson, MWGA Executive Secretary
You may have been living under a rock if you haven’t heard the political radio advertisements, seen the
mud-flinging flyers in your mail, or read the headlines and watched the news about Montana’s at-large congressional district special election. On May 25,2017, Montanan’s will have the opportunity to vote for one of three candidates that are running for the open U.S House of Representatives seat that was left vacant when former MT
Representative Ryan Zinke was confirmed as U.S. Secretary to the Interior in March.
The Montana Wool Growers Association is a non-partisan organization. While some of you may have already voted by absentee ballot, we thought that this edition of the MWGA Wool Grower Magazine would be the
perfect spot to let you know how the candidates feel about key issues important to the sheep industry. We’ve
asked each candidate to answer the same six questions and we’ve printed them here for you today. The choice is
up to you! Get out there and exercise your right to vote for the next U.S Representative for Montana.

Each candidate was asked to answer the following questions:
Q1: In recent years, there has been a battle between environmental groups vs. sheep producers to remove
sheep grazing from public lands. If they succeed, the cattle grazing on public lands will be next. What is
your position on livestock grazing on public lands?
Q2: The United States Sheep Experiment Station (USSES) located in Dubois, Idaho has provided historically
valuable livestock, rangeland, and wildlife research for 100 years, but has come under attack recently both
in court and by the Obama administration. Will you oppose efforts to defund and close the USSES?
Q3: The Equal Access to Justice Act (EAJA) has been used as the legal bases in numerous federal court cases
filed in Montana to stop federal lands grazing and timber harvesting. What is your position on the EAJA
and would you support amending that act to allow the federal government to receive its attorney’s fees
and costs? Should it prevail on suits filed against it under the act?
Q4: Numerous studies have shown that the Grizzly Bear population is fully recovered in the Yellowstone area
as well as the Northern Continental Divide area. MWGA successfully passed a resolution through the 2017
Montana Legislature encouraging our congressional delegates to seek the delisting of the Grizzly Bear in
Montana and to turn management back over to the state. Will you support the delisting of the Grizzly Bear
in Montana?
Q5: Without the help of Wildlife Services in Montana, many sheep producers would be put out of business because of predator losses. There were 17,700 head of sheep and lambs last year from predation alone in the
state of Montana. These losses occurred despite the use of multiple management tools and techniques to
safeguard livestock. Without proper funding, Wildlife Services cannot do its job properly. Will you oppose
any effort to restrict or eliminate WS funding?
Q6: The sheep industry has a decades-long history of a reliable, consistent, and legal workforce. Sheep producers depend on the H2A sheepherder program to help care for more than one-third of ewes and lambs in
the US. Current problems that sheep producers are running into with the H2A program are the mounting
costs, the delays in the process causing a worker to arrive after the season they are needed, and the growing amount of paperwork. How will you work to improve the H2A program to make it easier on both the
worker and the producer?
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Libertarian Candidate Mark Wicks
Background: When my wife and I were first married, we
bought a small herd of sheep off the Matador Ranch south of
Malta when they disbanded. We enjoyed our sheep and miss
the silly things! Watching the baby lambs scamper around the
pen is something I miss every year. Our oldest child spent his
early years ina play pen in the lambing barn and later the wool
sorting room where we prepared spinning wool to ship all
over the country. We not only sold our own wool but bought
oddball wool from the wool pool in Billings, we made good
money until other noticed our niche and the national supply
was flooded. I’m sure someday when I retire there will be a
small band of sheep to keep my wife and I busy. I’m not sure
there is a creature you can cuss more when you own them
and miss even more after they are gone . I am the only candidate that is a former sheep producer in this race, but that
shouldn’t be the only reason you vote for me. I hope you will
take the time to go to my website
www.wicksforfreedom.com and investigate me.
Q1: I see no reason to remove sheep from their traditional
range. Some of those ranges have been in use longer than Montana has been a state! If the grazing is being done with
proper management, I think it is a great use of resources.
Q2: As with every government program it needs to show results. I would have to see what their goals are and if they
are making progress to know if I would support USSES. As a former Targhee producer I have a favorable opinion of the
research center.
Q3: The Equal Access to Justice Act is high on my agenda to amend. It has turned resource management into an impossible task, as is the Endangered Species Act before it starts affecting everyday farming and ranching operations.
Q4: I support delisting the Grizzly bear. I recently visited with a rancher from the Paradise Valley who told me about
being able to see 14 bears at one time on one mountain. I took an environmental course at MSU years ago and the
professor talked about how the recovery plan in Yellowstone was written so statistically the Grizzly could never be delisted. Basically even if the bear population climbed there could never be more than two bears die a year or they wouldn't meet the required conditions. Now obviously if you have 10 bears and 2 die, you have a problem, but if you have
100 bears and 2 die, that's probably a year that the bear grim reaper took a few days off.
Q5: When I ran sheep I was thankful to see Wildlife Service come in and thin the coyotes. I would always want to look
at a program to make sure it is being ran efficiently, but I'm not a fan of livestock being maimed, mauled or killed by
any predator.
Q6: I am in the middle of my campaign and don't have time to research the H2A program. I did work with Peruvian
sheep herders on the Snowcrest Ranch in Alder and was impressed with their work and the quality of people. We need
to get our ag workers visas issued quicker and faster so workers feel safe to return to their home countries and are
confident that they will be able to return to work in future seasons. This way they won't overstay their visas as often.
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Democratic Candidate Rob Quist
Background: Growing up on a ranch north of Cut Bank, Montana, where
his family still lives, Rob Quist learned the values of rural Montana – the joy
of hard work, the importance of family and caring for the community. Rob
will bring those values with him to Washington, D.C. and will be an independent voice for Montana in the United States Congress. He believes that
in Montana, you shouldn’t have to be a millionaire to hunt, fish and hike in
our great outdoors, get a good education, or be able to support your family. As a small businessman, award-winning songwriter, and entrepreneur,
Rob will fight to help hard-working Montana families get ahead, defend
our public lands and stream access rights, and strengthen our public
schools, not privatize them.
Q1: Agriculture is Montana’s leading industry, and livestock grazing on public lands is an important part of that. I am a proponent of holistic land management and understand that grazing can improve the health and biodiversity of the land. As Montana's Congressman, I will always defend our
public lands. It is important for some areas to be kept wild, but I fully support grazing in a manner that protects the environment, and I would resist efforts to restrict grazing on public lands.
Q2: Yes, I support full funding for the USSES and I will oppose efforts to defund and close the station. I have driven by the station many times in my career and the work they do there helps us learn to be good stewards of the land. The sheep industry is
a critical part of our agriculture industry, but because it is a smaller part, it is often subject to attacks. We need research in order to improve and modernize the industry. I pledge to protect and maintain funding for the USSES.
Q3: I think the EAJA is an important program. If a citizen has to sue the government to make it do its job and wins, the government should pay the costs. I also support a complete accounting of how much the fund pays people and groups that successfully sue the federal government. Montanans value transparency and we don't have a lot of facts about how the money is being utilized. I’d like to learn more before taking steps to reform the EAJA.
Q4: We have made a great investment in bringing bears back. In order to make a decision about delisting Grizzly Bears in Montana and turning management back over to the state, I would have to further study the issue, ensure populations have been
restored, and collect input from the people of Montana. We need protections in place for vulnerable wildlife populations, and
we also need to trust Montana’s agencies to protect them.
Q5: Predator losses are a big problem in Montana and I am in full support of funding Wildlife Services. It is critical to have both
federal and state support for reducing losses and compensating farmers and ranchers. I pledge to oppose any effort to eliminate WS funding.
Q6: Agriculture, the number one industry in the state, relies on a stable seasonal work force and the H2A program is part of
that. Both agriculture industry folks and seasonal workers deserve a clear, affordable, and fair system. I support immigration
reform and H2a should be a part of that as well. The sheep industry, though small, is important to Montana and relies on the
H2A program. I will work with my fellow congressmen and women to improve the H2A program by eliminating red tape, reducing costs, and cutting down on the amount of paperwork required.
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Candidate Greg Gianforte
Background: Greg and Susan, his wife of 28 years, raised their four children in
Bozeman hunting, fishing, and backpacking on Montana’s public lands. Greg
and Susan founded RightNow Technologies over 20 years ago in their Bozeman home and grew it into the town's largest commercial employer, creating over 500 high-paying Montana jobs. Greg’s running for the U.S. House in
Montana’s special election to protect our Montana way of life and ensure
Montanans’ voices are heard in Washington.
Q1: I fully support Montana’s sheep producers having access to our public
lands and my position is consistent with federal laws such as the Multiple Use
and Sustained Yield Act (MUSY), which authorizes public lands grazing.
About half of all domestic sheep spend time grazing on federal lands, specifically rangelands managed by U.S. Forest Service and the Bureau of Land
Management. If public lands grazing were taken away, such an action would
have a devastating impact on United States Sheep Production. If elected, I
will work to ensure public lands are managed for multiple use. It is also crucial that alternative allotments are provided if a rancher is dislocated due to
the presence of bighorn sheep or grizzly bears. Secretary Perdue has actively
addressed this concern as well by committing to work with all stakeholders
at the local, state and private level to ensure multiple-use land management
strategies are utilized. I look forward to working with him on that approach.
Q2: I will absolutely oppose any efforts to close or defund The Agriculture
Research Service’s Sheep Experiment Station. This facility, which has been helping sheep producers for a century, conducts important research for sheep producers not only in Montana, but also across the West. The research conducted at this facility improves rangeland grazing techniques, fighting diseases, and developing new sheep breeds. The USSES is an integral part of the Agricultural Research Service, and
it is important to maintain.
Q3: The Equal Access to Justice Act was passed by Congress with the best of intentions. However, over time, abuse of the act has become
the norm. Just pick up a Montana newspaper and you will read daily about another federal lawsuit to stop timber harvesting and livestock
grazing in Montana. These types of suits not only inhibit beneficial public lands projects, but also interfere with local decision making. If
elected, I will support amending the EAJA to limit attorneys’ fees and awards to those groups that make their living by filing serial lawsuits. In addition, I will support legislation that makes public the amount of taxpayer money being paid out as attorney fee awards to these
serial litigators. It is incomprehensible to me that in this era of full public disclosure, the amount of such attorney fee and costs awards are
not readily available for public review.
Q4: I support the delisting of the Grizzly bear in the Greater Yellowstone Area in Montana. Under any measure, the Yellowstone Grizzly Bear
population was recovered 10 years ago. It is only because of federal lawsuits and the financial reward associated with the same (see my
EAJA answer above) that management of the bear has not been returned to where it should be – to the State of Montana. I believe that
other Grizzly populations should be taken into account as well to determine a more detailed number of how many are actually in the state.
Based on the growing number of livestock depredations on the Rocky Mountain Front, it is clear that that population is in a position to be
delisted as well. The grizzly bear is Montana’s state animal and an animal that is sacred to our Native American communities. It is time that
the federal government redouble its efforts to get this species delisted.
Q5: As someone who spends a lot of time with Montana livestock producers, I am fully aware of the critical role this agency plays in Montana. As a result, I will support bills that provide adequate funding for USDA Wildlife Services. Wildlife Services provides critical support to
Montana’s sheep producers when they experience significant losses. We need to keep Wildlife Services secure so that our sheep producers
can continue their way of life without worry of threats of predators. In addition, I will also support measures designed to ensure that Montana WS is adequately compensated for the wolf and grizzly bear management work they do in the Treasure State.
Q6: Again, I am aware of the absolutely critical role H2A herders play in ensuring the success of Montana’s sheep industry. The H2A guest
worker program is an immigration program that everybody can get behind. The program allows qualified herders to come to the US on a
temporary basis legally and to help our agriculture producers succeed financially during the time they are in the country. Like many immigration programs, this program is hampered by needless bureaucracy and costs. I am aware that Montana sheep producers are having a difficult time getting paperwork proceeded by the government in a timely basis. I will support efforts to ensure this program remains the success it has been since its creation in the 1950s, mainly by ensuring the program’s bureaucracy is streamlined.
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ASK THE VET with Dr. Laurie Gaugler, DVM
Baby Lamb Management
The most critical time in a lamb’s life is between birth and 7 days. A lamb is not able to fully regulate its body temperature until about 3 days old. The stress of chilling increases chances that it will die of starvation or disease such
as scours and pneumonia. The value of adequate colostrum within 2-12 hours of birth cannot be over-emphasized.
Without colostral antibodies, the lamb is extremely susceptible to disease. In areas of selenium deficiency, selenium and vitamin E should be administered.
Clostridium perfringens type C and D and tetanus should be administered to lambs sometime between birth
and two weeks of age depending on management practices. Typically, this coincides with docking. The colostral
antibodies will provide immediate protection, but this immunity will wane over the next several weeks. Bum lambs
are especially susceptible to overeating and should receive 3 doses of CD and T vaccine approximately 10 days
apart.
In order to appropriately treat sick lambs, a brief physical examination should be performed. Pneumonia
can show up as increased respiratory effort, coughing, droopy ears, “gaunt-ness”, or sudden death due to septicemia. These lambs will often have a fever ranging from 105-107 F. Pneumonia may be caused by bacteria or viruses.
Treatment should include appropriate antibiotics, banamine, and fluids if dehydrated. Changes in the environment
should be considered including reducing dust, putting out bedding to keep lambs dry during wet conditions, and
improving ventilation.
Scours in lambs is a husbandry issue. Often E. coli or Salmonella bacterial infections are the cause in young
lambs. In older lambs, coccidiosis (protozoan) can become a problem too. At this time, the focus will be on bacterial causes of scours. Prevention is key and starts with providing the ewe with a clean dry place to lamb. Her bag
should be free of mud and manure, as this will be the first thing to go in the lambs mouth. Colostrum is imperative
to provide immunity to common pathogens in the environment. The lamb should be provided with a dry, clean
place to find shelter. Spectinomycin is generally the first choice antibiotic to try when treating scours. Make sure
lambs stay hydrated by providing appropriate electrolytes to replace fluid losses.

Questions From Producers:
What are some common poisonous plants and treatments?
Three of the most common plant toxicities in this area are: death camas, locoweed, and larkspur.
After eating as little as 0.5 lb death camas, sheep show
signs of poisoning. Salivation, nausea, vomiting,
weakness, staggering, convulsions, coma , and death
are signs of death camas toxicity. Treatment is usually
unsuccessful but Atropine sulfate can help maintain
heart rate.
Signs of locoweed toxicity don’t become evident until sheep have consumed significant quantities
over many weeks. Affected animals may exhibit neurologic behavior such as circling, incoordination, and unpredictable behavior. Lambs born to locoweedpoisoned dams may be weak with deformities of the
limbs or head. Rams having consumed locoweed for
prolonged periods undergo testicular atrophy and are
not fertile. There is no known treatment. Prevention
is key.
Sheep are able to tolerate about four times the
amount of larkspur alkaloids as cattle. Cattle usually
die within 3-4 hours of consuming a lethal dose. Symptoms include bloat, excitability, muscle weakness, and
sudden-collapse. Physostigmine treatment has occasionally been effective according to literature.
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Wool Grower Day
at the Capital

Previous starter flock winners shown here are from left to right Hayden Hammontree from Hobson, Conner Klick from Simms, Lukas Johnson from Hinsdale, Carly Behr from Conrad, Brooke Kern
from Absarokee, Jeannie Blackman from Craig, & Sarah Theis from Cut Bank.
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A Message From Senator Jon Tester
The Montana Wool Growers Association was founded six years before we officially became a state,
and as Montana’s oldest agriculture organization, you have played
a critical role in shaping our state’s
number one industry.

James Brown Law Firm,
PLLC

As the U.S. Senate’s only acting
farmer, I understand the challenges that are facing rural producers
and I have been working closely
with the Montana Wool Growers
Association to ensure that you get a fair shake.
With the Farm Bill set to expire next year, I have already begun meeting with farmers and ranchers across the state to receive input and
ensure that the next Farm Bill works for Montana producers. At my
first Farm Bill Listening Forum in Billings, I was grateful for the input
and insight Mike Hollenbeck provided on behalf of the Montana Wool
Growers Association, and I share your same priorities for the next
Farm Bill.

Attorney At Law
Meeting your needs in the following areas of
practice, including lobbying and
public affairs on behalf of the

I will push hard to protect and strengthen the Livestock Indemnity
Program and make sure that producers have the certainty you need
when dealing with predators. I will also fight to increase investments
into agriculture research. For each dollar we invest in research, we
see returns that strengthen rural economies.

Montana Wool Growers Association.

Water Law
Natural Resource Development
Energy Law

But in addition to the Farm Bill, I am pushing for action today to increase your bottom line.

Wind Development
Business Law & Litigation

It is absolutely critical that we expand the Berry Amendment to ensure that our military, and all government agencies, purchase their
wool from American producers. I have been a long supporter of the
Berry Amendment, and I believe that American tax dollars shouldn’t
go overseas when American producers and workers can make quality
products here at home.

Grazing Rights Protection
Insurance Coverage
Real Estate
Tax Law
Wills, Estate Planning, & Probate

As a member of the Senate Appropriations Committee, I will fight to
bolster funding for the Wildlife Services Program to minimize the
threat of predators. The Wildlife Services Program is critical to protecting sheep from predators like coyotes, wolves, and grizzlies that
is why I will fight to ensure that resources are available to deal with
the growing threat of predators.

Zoning & Land Use

30 S. Ewing, STE 100
Helena, MT 59601
406-449-7444

If you haven’t been able to make it to one of my Farm Bill listening
sessions, please make sure your voice is heard by emailing your priorities for the next Farm Bill at FarmBillComments@tester.senate.gov.
As always, if you have any questions, please reach out to my Agriculture Liaison Jesse Anderson at 406-449-5401.

35

In Memory
The Montana Woolgrower’s Memorial Fund
The Montana Woolgrower Memorial Fund (official name “Educational and Research Endowment Fund”) was established in 1983 when over $100 was sent to the association in memory of Miles City sheepman/wool buyer, Duncan
McDonald. A savings account was established for such a purpose and others, wanting to remember longtime sheepmen,
be they friends or relatives, made similar donations.
In 1984 the Board filed the necessary papers to make such gifts tax deductible and a three-person board was appointed to oversee the account. The original board consisted of Don McKamey, Bill Lehfeldt, and Ralph Dreyer.
Funds must be used for educational or research purposes only and cannot be used for expenses of the Woolgrowers Association. The present board consists of Jim Whiteside, chairman, John Baucus, and Bob Lehfeldt.
Those wishing to make a donation should make the check out to Montana Woolgrower Association Memorial
Fund and send it to the Helena office. You will receive a receipt and if the memorial donation is sent in memory of someone, that person’s family will also receive an acknowledgement.

Bill Lehfeldt

Jim Drummond

Bob Gilbert
Center of the Nation Wool, Inc
Sharon & Clyde Parker
Arielle & Elaine Lammers
Jocelyn Brown
Larry & Madge Pilster
Bob & Marie Lehfeldt
John and Nina Baucus
Joe and Aggie Helle
Don & Beverly McKamey
Jack & Kathryn McRae
Kevin & Shirley Halverson
Fred Itcaina

Gordan & Marilyn Darlinton
Kelly Ingalls
John and Nina Baucus
Joe and Aggie Helle
Jack and Kathryn McRae
Kevin & Shirley Halverson

Trent Meyer
John and Nina Baucus
Joe and Aggie Helle
Kevin & Shirley Halverson

Ed Smith
Jack and Kathryn McRae
Bill Lehfledt
John and Nina Baucus

Dr. Bill Hawkins
John and Nina Baucus
Bill Lehfeldt
Gordon & Marilyn Darlinton
Jack & Kathryn McRae
Bob Gilbert
Rebish & Helle Families
Kimberly Laden
Joe and Aggie Helle
Jack & Kathryn McRae

Pat Norton
Jack & Kathryn McRae
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separate jobs throughout his college career. He was
employed by U.S. Wool Testing Labs as well as U.S. Sugar Corp. After receiving his BA in business, he became
cashier and controller at U & I Sugar at both the Belle
Fourche and Idaho Falls, ID, locations.
In 1967, Robert entered the wool trade — a career
which lasted 30 years. He pioneered the export of
American wool to the United Kingdom, Mexico and
South America, an endeavor which others were to follow. He was also a member of the U.S. Senatorial Committee, where he testified before the U.S. Senate in
1985, on behalf of the American Small Business and
American Farmers and Ranchers. Robert was interviewed by the noted, late David Broder at the Washington, DC, testimonial.
He was manager of Center of the Nation Wool in Belle
Fourche for a number of years and expanded the business to the Billings warehouse.
During his career, he raised a family of five children:
three boys and two daughters.
He was preceded in death by his parents; two sisters,
infant Mary Jane Meyer and Dorothy (Bill) Thornburg,
Edgemont; and son, Trent Meyer, Wamsutter, WY.

Robert H. Meyer

He is survived by his wife, LaRue (Clem) Meyer; four
children: sons, ArLeigh Meyer, Gillette, WY, and ArNile
Meyer, Belle Fourche, and daughters, CheRae (Dale)
Fremont, Spearfish, and Marriott (Frank) Campagna,
Billings, MT; five siblings, Elmer “LeRoy” Meyer, Amarillo, TX, David Meyer, Walt Meyer and Virginia
“Ginny” (Lynn) Schmidt, Belle Fourche, Harold “Albert”
Meyer, Rapid City; and 13 grandchildren.

(1937-2017)
On Tuesday, April 11, 2017, our beloved Robert Henry
Meyer, went to be with Jesus. Robert was born June 21,
1937, in Newell, the son of Dave L. Meyer and Alma B.
Meyer.
He graduated from Belle Fourche High School in 1955 at
the age of 17. Soon after, he entered the U.S. Marine
Corps, where he served his country well for a total of
three years. While a Marine, he served as an Administrative Courier/Communication. In 1956, he was promoted
to Meritorious Corporal. In 1957, he was promoted to
Meritorious Sergeant. At the time serving as a Sergeant, Robert received a top-secret security clearance.
He, as a Marine, had an unusual career; he was a member of a “good will” tour, whereby he spent time in Okinawa, Japan, British N. Borneo, Singapore, Ceylon (Sri
Lanka) India, Pakistan and Hong Kong.

Cremation has taken place, and a private family service
is planned in May.
Donations, in his memory, may be made to the American Cancer Institute.

In 1956-1957, Robert was a guest of the American Ambassador at Bombay, India. He was a member of the
Communications Radar Department of Marine Corps,
Air Station in El Toro, CA, prior to his honorable discharge. Robert did not receive the GI Bill. Therefore, he
had to be employed while attending college. This
strong drive and work ethic to “get ahead” in life was
to be so much a part of what made Robert who he was,
throughout his life. Having said that, he held down two
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Breeder’s Directory
Columbia
MT COLUMBIA SHEEP ASSN.
Raina Blackman, Sec.
2987 Craig Frontage Road
Wolf Creek, MT 59648
(406) 235-4227

TIMBER COULEE COLUMBIAS
Luanne Wallewein
P.O. Box 129
Sunburst, MT 59482
(406) 937-2775
wallywld@northerntel.net

scottblackman1965@gmail.com

BLACKMAN COLUMBIAS
Scott & Raina Blackman
2987 Craig Frontage Road
Wolf Creek, MT 59684
(406) 235-4227
scottblackman1965@gmail.com

CROSSROADS COLUMBIAS
Conner Klick
PO Box 252
Simms, MT 59477
(406) 264-5989
(406) 590-5172
PRAIRIE ISLAND
Jim & Margaret Eller
415 Knapstad Road
Sun River, MT 59483
(406) 264-5426
3ellers@3rivers.net
PAT & BEV GIBBS
513 Van Norman Road
PO Box 382
Jordan, MT 59337
(406) 977-2852
pbgibbs@midrivers.com
DOUG HITCH
P.O. Box 368
Hobson, MT 59452
(406) 423-5651
dhitch@itstriangle.com
LANGHUS COLUMBIAS
Gene and Mary Langhus
147 Main Boulder Road
Big Timber, MT 59011
(406) 932-4718
langhussheep@mtintouch.net

www.langhussheep.com
DOUG & RITA PIERCE
P.O. Box 134
Harlowton, MT 59036
(406) 632-4419
doug-pierce@hotmail.com

DOMINGO LOZANO
198 Nye Road
PO Box 325
Absarokee, MT 59001
(406) 321-2688

Shropshire
CRAGO FAMILY RANCH
Mark and Jennifer Crago
22 Maki Hill Road
Columbus, MT 59019
(406) 322-9935
markcrago@netzero.net
South African Meat Merino
GENE AND MARY LANGHUS
147 Main Boulder Road
Big Timber, MT 59011
(406) 932-4718

HOCHSTRAT COLUMBIAS
Kathy Hochstrat
4021 US Highway 12 West

langhussheep@mtintouch.net

White Sulfur Springs, MT 59645

Suffolk
MONTANA SUFFOLK ASSN.
296 Wyttenhove Lane
Miles City, MT 59301
(406) 232-1060
www.mtsuffolksheep.org

(406) 547-4199
horseshu@itstriangle.com
Hampshire
DAVID AND JENNIFER BRECK
P.O. Box 1331
Big Timber, MT 59011
(406) 932-6404
breckmt@mtintouch.net
EDNA ENGLERT
114 Bridger Fromberg Road
Bridger, MT 59014
(406) 662-3236

www.langhussheep.com

DAWE SUFFOLKS
Robertta & Kevin Dawe
2 Ten Mile Lane
Big Timber, MT 59011
(406) 932-6529
krdawe@itstriangle.com
HEART LAZY P SUFFOLKS
Dana Penrod
51 Perkins Lane
Miles City, MT 59301
(406) 234-2648
heartlazyp@midrivers.com
wwwheartlazypsuffolk.com

LONGVIEW FARM
CLUB LAMBS
Sharon Johnson
2961 Hunters Lane
Stevensville, MT 59870
(406) 396-0618
smmjohnson@cybernet1.com KNUTSON SUFFOLK
Kim Knutson
Rambouillet
P.O. Box 250
HELLE RAMBOUILLETS
Clyde Park, MT 59018
John Helle
(406) 578-9175
1350 Stone Creek Road
kimssuffolks@yahoo.com
Dillon, MT 59725
www.knutsonsuffolks.com
(406) 683-6686
jhelle64@gmail.com
McKAY SUFFOLKS
www.finewoolsheep.com
Bill McKay/Scott McKay

(406) 866-3368/(406) 799-5398

LEHFELDT RAMBOUILLETS
Bob, Marie, Ben, and Jamie
Lehfeldt
P.O. Box 175
Lavina, MT 59046
(406) 636-2731
levi@midrivers.com

P.O. Box 71
Ulm, MT 59485-0071
http://mckaysuffolks.weebly.com/

suffolk406@gmail.com
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MITCHELL’S MILEHIGH RANCH
The Mitchell & Creason Families

142 Pine Creek Road
Livingston, MT 59047
(406) 222-3208
creason@wispwest.net
RATH SUFFOLKS
296 Wyttenhove Lane
Miles City, MT 59301
(406) 232-1060
STEVENS RANCH
Norm and Gail Stevens
P.O. Box 286
Joliet, MT 59041
(406) 962-3558
stevensranch@q.com
www.stevensranchsuffolk.com

Suffolk X Hampshire
GIBBS RANGE RAMS
Pat and Bev Gibbs
513 Van Norman Road
Jordan, MT 59337
(406) 557-2852
pbgibbs@midrivers.com
Texel
LEVEQUE RANCH
Dale and Lilly LeVeque
280 Ten Mile Rd
Cascade, MT 59421
(406) 468-2776
mtlevran@yahoo.com
www.levequeranch.com
Targhee
MT TARGHEE SHEEP ASSN.
Elisha Lewis, secretary
342 Svenson Road
Reed Point, MT 59069
(406) 326-2306
lewisranch@itstriangle.com
LEO BARTHELMESS
25826 Content Road
Malta, MT 59538
(406) 658-2627
ledar@mtintouch.net

SKULL CREEK TARGHEES
Kristin and Cord Bieber
409 Skull Creek Road
Brockway, MT 59214
(406) 672-4471
k.mcrae.bieber@gmail.com

Montana State University
Bozeman, MT 59717
(406) 994-3415
rkott@montana.edu

MONTANA SHEEP COMPANY
Brent, Tracie, Ben, & Caroline
DALLAS SHEEP OUTFIT
Roeder
Chuck Dallas, Mardy, Cassie, & 950 County Line Road
Cody Dallas
Fort Shaw, MT 59443
131 Horse Creek Road South
(406) 467-2462
Wilsall, MT 59086
roeder@3rivers.net
(406) 578-2159
dallassheep@wildblue.net
ORTMANN TARGHEES
Henry Ortmann
EVERETT RANCH
(406) 392-5277
Marie Everett
Sam Ortmann
3098 Mack Smith Lane
4169 Road 1081
Stevensville, MT 59870
Wolf Point, MT 59201
(406) 777-5217
(406) 392-5356
everettranch@centric.net
mtwool@nemontel.net
CAROLYN I. GREEN
P.O. Box 266
Melville, MT 59055
(406) 537-4472
greenranch@mtintouch.net
HUGHES NEWFORD CO.
John and Betty Sampsel
P.O. Box 558
Stanford, MT 59479
(406) 566-2700
hnco@mtintouch.net
KORMAN RANCH TARGHEES
Ron and Maxine Korman
P.O. Box 162
(406) 648-5536
kormanmax@hotmail.com
LEWIS RANCH
Otis Targhees
Dan and Elisha Otis
342 Svenson Road
Reed Point, MT 59069
(406) 861-0082
lewisranch@itstriangle.com

PAUGH, INC.
Jerry Paugh
525 Coulee Drive
Bozeman, MT 59718
(406) 962-3636
paranch@msn.com
SIEBEN LIVE STOCK CO.
Chase T. Hibbard
P.O. Box 835
Helena, MT 59624
(406) 442-1803
chase@siebenranch.com
TUNBY RANCH
Randy Tunby
P.O. Box 1244
Baker, MT 59313
(406) 772-5627
tunby@midrivers.com
FRONT RANGE SHEEP CO.
Justin, Amy, McKinlee, &
Natalee
860 Hwy 431
Fairfield, MT 59436
(406) 980-0325

McRAE BROTHERS TARGHEES
Jack and Kathryn McRae
31 McRae Lane
Jordan, MT 59337
(406) 557-6266
jmcrae@midrivers.com

frontrangesheepco@gmail.com

MONTANA AG EXP STATION
Dr. Whit Stewart

clovermeadowsmt@gmail.com

AIDEN FOUHY
258 Butte Creek Road
Peerless, MT 59253
(406) 939-3911
tcfouhy@nemont.net

Guard & Working Dogs
Great Pyrenees, Akbash, Komondor, Border Collie, Australian, & Anatolian Shepherds
5-R STOCKDOGS

PRUITT TARGHEES

Marvin Dunster & Carrie Bigelow

Rachel, Aaron, Ruby, Cora Pruitt

326 Covert Lane
Billings, MT 59101
(406) 670-3575
(406) 208-8576

65 Vita Court
Bozeman, MT 59718
(406) 579-0143
pruittbadger@gmail.com
SWEETGRASS TARGHEE
Dylan Laverell
PO Box 1796
Big Timber, MT 59011
(406) 930-0216
laverell.dylan@gmail.com
Merino
LAST CHANCE MERINOS
Scot and Shannon Tamblyn
PO Box 227
Shepherd, MT
(406) 794-1036
(406) 794-5913
hedstrom1974@yahoo.com
JEWELL MERINOS
0280 CR 259-A
Rifle, CO 81650
h. (970) 625-1578
C. (970) 379-0397 John
C. (970) 379-9760 Georg Ann
jewellmerinos@gmail.com
Targhee X Columbia
RAFTER RANCH
Don and Liz Jones
64542 Highway 43
Wise River, MT 59762
(406) 832-3219
White Suffolk
GARY HEILIG
1002 Kirkemindes Rd.
Moore, MT 59464
(406) 374-2313
ghheilig@itstriangle.com

CLOVER MEADOWS, LLC
Cal & Julie Ward
3424 MT Hwy 287
Sheridan, MT 59749
(406) 842-5235
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Sharplaninac, Pyrenees, &
Maremma Guard Dogs
J. KERMIT & SANDY PETERSEN

1411 22nd Ave. N. W.
Sidney, MT 59270
h. (406) 482-3016
C. (406) 480-4193
Spanish Mastiff
LEO BARTHELMESS
25826 Content Road
Malta, MT 59538
(406) 658-2627
ledar@mtintouch.net
Spanish Mastiff, Pyrenean
Mastiffs,
Turkish Kangals, and LGD
Crosses
CINCO DESEOS RANCH
Brenda M. Negri
Winnemucca, Nevada
ldgnevada@gmail.com
www.lgdnevada.com
c. (775) 931-0038
h. (775) 623-6292
Akbash/Great Pyrenees
Triple 9 Ranch
David & Tracy Kelsey
25279 US HWY 191 N
Buffalo, MT 59418
Home (406) 374-2440
Cell (406) 380-2132

Montana Wool Growers Association
Jesse Thompson
PO Box 25
Whitlash, MT 59545
(406) 442-1330

From Left to Right: Senator Jon Tester, Nina Baucus, Johna McEwen, Jesse Thompson, Tami Wichman, Greg
Wichman, Kevin Halverson, Lenora McEwen, Dave McEwen, Jim Brown, and Senator Steve Daines
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