All sheep producers are encouraged to attend Dr. Rodney Kott’s retirement party and
roast on Wednesday, September 11 at 6 P.M. at the Eastern Montana Fairgrounds.

Ram Sale 2013

Montana Wool Growers Association
P.O. Box 1693
Helena, MT 59337
(406) 442-1330 ~ mwga@mtsheep.org
www.mtsheep.org
President
Randy Tunby (Amanda)
P.O. Box 1244
Baker, MT 59313
(406) 772-5627
tunby@midrivers.com
Vice President
Greg Wichman (Tami)
P.O. Box 466
Hilger, MT 59451
(406) 538-5686
wchvermr@lewistown.net
Directors
Kevin Halverson (Shirley)
137 Lower Deer Creek Road
Big Timber, MT 59011
(406) 932-6600
kdh@mtintouch.net
Ken McKamey (Phyllis)
1909 Millegan Road
Great Falls, MT 59405
(406) 866-3471
kmckranch@3riversdbs.net

Dave McEwen (Lenora)
1334 Coal Mine Road
Galata, MT 59444
(406) 937-5845
uslamb@northerntel.net

Important Numbers

Wade J. VanEvery (Cheryl)
12877 CR 353
Sidney, MT 59270
(406) 488-5034
vanevery@midrivers.com

Board of Livestock Sheep Rep.
John Lehfeldt
(406) 636-4212

Dana Penrod (Marty)
51 Perkins Lane
Miles City, MT 59301
(406) 234-2648
heartlazyp@midrivers.com
Duane Talcott (Debbie)
P.O. Box 255
Hammond, MT 59332
(406) 427-5482
debtalcott@yahoo.com
Honorary Presidents

MSU Extension Sheep Specialist
Dr. Rodney Kott
(406) 994-3415

American Sheep Industry Assn. (ASI)
(303) 771-3500
Scrapie Tag Ordering Information
(866) 873-2824
Online Sheep Transportation Permits
http://app.mt.gov/sheep
Governor Steve Bullock
(406) 444-3111
Senator Max Baucus
(800) 332-6106
Senator Jon Tester
(866) 554-4403

Mike Hollenbeck (Eva)
4950 Austrian Pine Drive
Billings, MT 59106
(406) 425-1525
Xhangin4@yahoo.com

Lawrence Capra
Joe Helle
Vern Keller
Bill Lehfeldt
John Paugh

Auction Markets

Public Auction Yards
Billings, MT
www.publicauctionyards.com
(406)-245-6447

Bowman Auction Market
Bowman, ND
www.bowmanauctionmarket.com
(877) 211-0600

Western Livestock Auction
Great Falls, MT
www.westernlivestockmontana.com
(866) 727-5401

St. Onge Livestock
Newell, SD
www.stongelivestock.com
(800) 409-4149

Glasgow Stockyards, Inc.
Glasgow, MT
www.glasgowstockyards.com
Headwaters Livestock Auction
Three Forks, MT
www.headwaterslivestock.com
(877) 917 COWS
Lewistown Livestock Auction
Lewistown, MT
www.laauctionco.com

Representative Steve Daines
(202) 224-3121

Yellowstone Livestock Co.
Sidney, MT
www.yellowstonelivestock.com
(406) 482-3513
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Wool Pools and Buyers Operating In Montana
NE Montana Pool
Plentywood
Mark Rude
406-765-3406

Front Range Pool
Conrad
Dan Picard
406-271-4054

Granite/Powell Pool
Phillipsburg
Dan Lucas
406-859-3304

Casey Osksa
406-286-5557

Luanne Wallewein
406-937-2775

McCone Pool
Circle
Tandi Kassner
406-485-2605

Sweetgrass/Stillwater
Big Timber
Mark King
406-932-5146

Garfield County Pool
Jerry Hensleigh
Box 243
Jordan, MT 59337
406-557-2839

MonDak Pool
Wibaux
Dave Bertelsen
406-796-2486

Upper Mushellshell
Harlowton
Stacey Grove
406-473-2244

Bruce Smith
406-377-4277

Beaverhead/
Madison&Jefferson
Dillon
J P Tanner
406-683-3785

Lower Yellowstone Pool
Sidney
Tim Fine
406-433-1206
Highline Pool
Malta
Marko Manoukian
406-684-2543

Western Pool
Missoula
Cindy Lieske
406-826-5679

Buyers
High Plains Wool
Bruce Barker
307-674-4504

Calendar
Northeast Wyoming Sheep Symposium
George Amos Memorial Building
September 4, Gillette, WY
Live stock Loss Board Meeting
10 A.M. Listening Session
1 P.M. Board Meeting
Stage Stop Inn
September 6, Choteau Montana
Choteau Sheep Expo
Weatherbeater Barn
September 7, Choteau, MT
PAYS Breeding Ram and Ewe Special
September 9, Billings, MT

Center of the Nation
Belle Fourche
Larry Prager
605-892-6311

MSU Sheep Program
4-H Building, Eastern MT Fairgrounds
September 11 @ 2 pm

Gary Babb
605-748-2496

Ram Sale Buyer Social &
Dr. Rodney Kott Retirement Party
September 11 @ 6 pm Miles City
Eastern Montana Fairgrounds

Billings
Scott Lammers
406-245-9112

Snowy Mountain Pool
Lewistown
Bertie Brown
406-535-3919

84th Annual Wyoming State Ram Sale
September 11, Douglas, WY
88th Annual Montana Ram Sale
September 12 @ Noon
Miles City, MT
68th Annual Newell Ram Show & Sale
September 19 and 20, Newell, SD

MWGA Dues
Dues to the Montana Wool Growers Association are $20 per membership plus $.06
per pound of wool (or $.60 per sheep). The $20 covers the cost of the Montana
Wool Grower magazine, membership in the American Sheep Industry Association
(ASI) and the ASI Newsletter that each member receives. The additional six cents
per pound is what the Association operates on as it works to improve the opportunities for raising sheep and wool in Montana.

Advertising Rates

For Subscription or Advertising:

$20 for 1/8 page
$45 for 1/4 page
$100 for 1/2 page
$165 for full page

Write, email, or call Brent Roeder.
The MWGA newsletter is printed quarterly with additional issues published as
needed.

About the Cover: This edition is dedicated to Dr. Rodney Kott,
long-time Montana State Sheep Extension Specialist at Montana State.
The Montana Woolgrower is published quarterly.
Advertising and article deadline for the next issue: Nov. 1.
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Trailing of the Sheep
October 10-13, Ketchum & Hailey, ID
Young Ag Leadership Conference
October 11-13, Fairmont Hot Springs
Tri-State Annual Convention
November 7-9, Jackson, WY
130th Annual MWGA
Annual Convention
December 6-7
Holiday Inn Grand, Billings, MT
January 22-25, 2014
149th Annual ASI Convention
Charleston, SC

From the Montana Woolgrower, 1980
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Montana is to get it passed through the legislature, making Rodney an honorary Montana with the understanding that he learns
English.
Dr. Kott also was awarded the Silver Buffalo award for
excellence in the field of professional Extension work in Montana. With his participation in the Sheep and Skeen Institutes,
Rodney reinvigorated the wool pools across the state so that
they may participate in a global market. He directed the collection and evaluation of ribeye measurements to improve sire selection and carcass quality of Montana sheep. Rodney has directed targeted grazing programs with growers to control noxious weeds using 30,000 sheep on 100,000 acres annually. According to Charles Egan, Stillwater Extension Agent, in 1993,
Rodney provided direction and guidance with his participation
in the RAMALYZER program by helping develop a mobile lab
and testing more than 250 rams for fertility and soundness.
What’s up with Rodney coming up with cool names for
everything. We have the RAMALYZER, DOMINATOR,
COORINATOR, maybe he should have worked in marketing.
Rodney did do a good deal of work in improving wool quality. I
remember my first wool sorting job with him at Tommy Thompson’s on the Yellowstone. When I could stick a skin piece on
the roof of Teddy’s new shearing barn, he congratulated me on
being a good classer. But how do I know if I’m classing right I
ask. He said if someone asks, just grunt and look dignified with
a raised eye brow like Chuck Dallas and you’ll be fine. Rodney
always told you if you messed a project up it was yours; but if it
came out fine, he would take credit. Rodney has taken credit for
a lot of programs through the years with some good help. Early
on it was Cheryl Schuldt and lately Jim Moore and Lisa Surber.
Rodney knows he never would have accomplished all he did
without them.
Past State Director of Extension Dr. Doug Steele said
of Rodney “While Rodney is a recognized leader in the field of
Extension sheep education and outreach, I believe that it his
personal characteristics that set him apart from others. He has
the highest level of integrity, his energy level is unsurpassed and
he quietly leads by example.” Well said. Rodney was awarded
the American Sheep Industry’s Flock Guardian Award for his
long list of accomplishments which have benefited the sheep
industry. After receiving the award, Rodney gave much of the
credit to his early mentors such as Jim Drummond, J.L. Van
Horn, and Ken Coleman.
Rodney and Sharon have been blessed with a good life
in Montana and look forward to their retirement. They raised
two children, Bryan and Lisa, in Montana. Bryan is the new
Superintendent of Drummond Schools and Lisa is working on
her doctorate in Nursing at University of Texas-Austin. Although Rodney’s last day at MSU will be October 31st, he will
stay involved with the sheep program at MSU and on a national
level through e-Extension and NSIP. He and Sharon are refurbishing his grandparents house in Texas and believe me with my
sister-in-law’s family helping with the remodel, he’ll need to
keep working for quite a while. MWGA will be honoring Dr.
Kott and Sharon with a lamb supper at the Eastern Montana
Fairgrounds at 6 P.M. on Wednesday, September 11th. We’ll
have a combined Ram Sale buyer appreciation and Rodney
Roast ‘n’ Toast. The meal is free with a no host bar, so come
join us for a night celebrating, thanking and ribbing a man who
has given much of his life to our industry.

Dr. Rodney Kott-This Is Your Life
Brent Roeder
Were do begin to toast and roast a man who has dedicated 33 years of his life to the improvement of the sheep industry in Montana and the nation. As most young college students
can attest, it was quite a privilege and honor to ride with Dr.
Kott on one of his tours around the state. As you sat next to him
while he simultaneously drove the vehicle, talked to international wool buyers, ate potato chips and navigated the road between
between Jordan and Brockway checking out range and sheep
conditions on the Big Dry, one wondered what occupied his
mind. After years working with him, I can undeniably say he
was thinking he should have gotten the sea salt and vinegar
chips instead of the BBQ at Fellman’s.
Rodney W. Kott was born in 1952 to Francis and Alcice Kott and spent his early career on a ranch near Fredericksburg, Texas where his family raised sheep and cattle. Active in
high school, 4-H, FFA, and athletics, he received the Lone Star
Farmer Degree in 1970. While a student at Texas A&M , Dr.
Kott continued his active involvement in agriculture as a member of the Saddle and Sirloin Club, Senior Wool Judging Team
and Collegiate FFA. Dr. Kott received his BS from Texas
A&M in 1976 and his Ph.D. from New Mexico State University
in 1980. Dr. Kott joined the faculty in the Department of Animal and Range Sciences at Montana State University in 1980 as
the Extension Sheep Specialist. His responsibilities at MSU
were to develop programs of providing education support to
county agents and producers in areas of sheep management,
nutrition, breeding, reproduction and wool production. Dr. Kott
also worked closely with allied industry representatives and
organizations in continued development of Montana’s sheep
industry.
Well at least that’s what the citation reads from when
he won the Extension Award for the Western Section of the
American Society of Animal Science. Since Rodney’s family
and mine ranched a few miles apart, I’ll provide the background
information. See when Francis and Alice first got married their
first house was just across the fence from our place. My dearly
departed, but famously nosey, grandmother must have made
their life interesting with the party line and all. I secretly think
that’s who Rodney learned the fine art of gossiping from, because she was a pro. The family got along fine raising registered Delaine Merino sheep as they still do and living off of deer
sausage and mustang grape wine. You have to understand that
Fredericksburg was a German Colony settled when Texas was
still a republic. The East Texans were scared of the Commanche Indians out west and they got the bright idea of settling
these Germans between. Nobody new what to do with these
Germans as they liked sheep, beer, fried everything in grease,
and spoke nothing but slang German. No wonder he gets along
with the colonies so well. Anyway, Rodney decided that he was
going to have to leave the county to find the perfect woman, one
he wasn’t related too.
So Rodney ends up in New Mexico and finds the gift
of a lifetime, Sharon. My wife can attest that living with a
square headed German will test the limits of any vow made in
church. Of course after Sharon spends a little time in Texas
with the heat, humidity, fried food, insects, and mother-in-laws,
she decides Montana would be a good place to live. But the
only way they can hire a Texan as the state sheep specialist in
5

Sheep Industry Rolls Out Its First
Smart Phone App
American Sheep Industry
Lamb markets -- Is there an app for that? Well, yes, as a matter
of fact there is. Producers can tap into auctions and prices at any time while checking on the sheep, between meetings or during lunch. The
American Sheep Industry Association (ASI) has launched its first mobile
application providing lamb and wool market information to anyone with
a smartphone or tablet. The free market app is available for both Apple
and Android operating systems. "ASI is pleased to offer market information to anyone in the industry with a smartphone," remarks Peter Orwick, ASI executive director.
ASI worked closely with Randy Hammerstrom, officer in
charge at the Greeley U.S. Department of Agriculture's (USDA) Agricultural Marketing Service's (AMS) Livestock, Poultry and Grain Market
News division, to hand-select the portions of the USDA reports to offer
in this first version of the industry market app. "The app offers a good
variety of national reports as well as market results from seven auction
barns from around the country," emphasizes Hammerstrom. "Producers
can access price data as the information is made available by USDA."
"This app will provide the industry with the convenience of valuable
market data anywhere, anytime," says AMS Administrator Anne
Alonzo. "Partnerships between USDA and the sheep industry are a critical component to supporting American producers."
The app is titled ASI Market News which can be downloaded
from Apple's App Store or the Android Store. From the front page, users
can select to search national reports or action reports. "Producers'
thoughts on the usefulness of this tool as well as any ideas on additional
information that would be valuable to access from the app is appreciated," says Orwick. "This is a work in progress and we want to provide you
with the best possible product."

Summer Food Service Program, the Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations, the Commodity Supplemental Food Program and the
Emergency Food Assistance Program. USDA also makes emergency
food purchases for distribution to victims of natural disasters.

USDA Lamb Purchases
American Sheep Industry

Northeast WY Sheep Symposium

U.S. Department of Agriculture's (USDA) Agricultural Marketing Service's (AMS) Administrator Anne Alonzo announced on July
18 the agency's intent to make available up to $5 million to purchase
lamb products for federal food nutrition assistance programs, including
foodbanks. The American Sheep Industry Association (ASI) requested
the lamb meat purchase earlier this summer to prompt stronger prices for
lambs at the farm and ranch gate. In its request letter to AMS, ASI stated
that live lamb prices are below the cost of production and producers face
the highest feed costs in years. "The market has not yet recovered to the
cost of production for America's sheep producers and ranchers. This $5
million lamb buy will help strengthen feeder and slaughter lamb prices,"
says ASI President Clint Krebs. "ASI greatly appreciates AMS's announcement of a $5 million supplemental lamb purchase." "The domestic lamb industry faces various market challenges. Increased imports,
weather problems and excess supply have added new pressures on the
industry," says Alonzo. "This purchase will help relieve pressure on
American lamb producers and will help mitigate further downward prices, stabilize market conditions and provide high quality, nutritious food to
recipients of USDA's nutrition program."
As USDA completed its deliveries from the 2012 lamb buy in
June, this announcement is very helpful to provide more movement in
the lamb meat system ahead of the traditional large shipments of feeder
lambs in the fall.
AMS purchases only 100-percent domestic, high quality food
products each year to support the National School Lunch Program, the

The Northeast Wyoming Sheep Symposium will be held from 10:00 am
to 4:30 pm on Wednesday September 4, 2013 in Gillette, WY in the
Cottonwood Room at the George Amos Memorial Building . For more
information Please contact Brian Sebade at 307-283-4520
Topics at the Symposium include:
Importance of genetic records in sheep selection— Dr. Lisa Surber,
MSU Sheep Specialist
Importance of a breeding soundness examination in sheep reproduction— Dr. Jim Logan, WY State Veterinarian
Sheep nutrition considerations –Dr. Jim Waggoner, UW Range and
Livestock Nutrition
Managing rangelands for sheep -Drs. Mike Smith and Blaine Horn
UW Extension Range Mgmt.
Use of federal insurance programs— Dave Ollila SDSU Extension
Sheep Specialist
Predator management– Kent Drake WDA Predator Management
Coordinator
Sheep market outlook—Bridger Feuz UW Extension livestock
marketing specialist
Update on forage kochia in Northeast Wyoming— Brian Sebade
UW Extension
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Caroline Rose Attends
Lamb Feeder’s School
Caroline Rose
I recently attended the 2013 Howard Wyman Sheep
Industry Leadership School in San Angelo, Texas. With 4 days
of jammed packed action, we learned about the sheep industry,
not only in Texas but in the US as a whole. We toured feedlots,
wool scouring plants, as well as farms of local producers. Several different producers talked about the same issues that I am
sure all of you here in Montana are facing; Labor, The Farm
Bill, droughts and feed cost. A huge shift in Texas is going
from wool to hair sheep; which solves several different complications that are facing the US sheep industry. While wool sheep
provide a duel purpose, hair sheep need less labor and have a
smaller mature weight.
Travis Whitney, a ruminant nutritionist told us about
his newest research study where they fed sheep wood shavings
as part of their roughage diet and studied the effect on meat
quality, efficiency, and cost. To sum up the outcome, the meat
was high quality, the lambs were efficient, and the cost was lower. We also discussed the future role of Sheep Specialist within
each state and where we think the future of Extension is headed.
I have to say after talking to other students from around the US,
we are extremely lucky to have a high quality, trusted Sheep
Specialist.
Overall I want to thank you for your support and can’t
stress enough how valuable this experience was to me. I highly
recommend this leadership school to Montana sheep producers.

cut. Medium and light boxed rack prices have struggled, trailing
$100 or more per cwt. below their five year average so far in
2013. Loin and shoulder boxed prices have had some success
this year, remaining above the five year average in the first 2
quarters of 2013 but lately prices weakened rather unexpectedly.
Boxed single leg prices have largely stayed in-line with the 5year average, but remain well below 2011’s.
Moving along the supply chain, feeder lamb, slaughter,
and wholesale carcass prices have not fared as poorly as lamb
cuts. Still, live animal prices have been depressed. Wholesale
carcass prices have been very flat this year, remaining between
$255-257 per cwt for 27 of 28 weeks. Slaughter and feeder
lamb prices were both slightly higher than the five year for the
first quarter but have slipped below and remained there for the
last 16 weeks. Recently, feeder lambs are down 25% in the San
Angelo market and 13% in the three market average (CO, TX, &
SD). Slaughter lambs are down about 10% from their five year
average.
Traditionally, feeder lamb prices are weaker May
through October, while slaughter prices increase over those
months. For the balance of this year, both feeder and slaughter
lamb prices could strengthen. Feeder lamb prices should be
supported by much lower feedstuff costs and slaughter lamb
prices by some tightening of supply compared to a year ago and
year-on-year modest improvement in demand for lamb products.

Lamb Prices Remain Under Pressure
Livestock Marketing Information Center
The disastrous lamb market of 2012 may be a fading
memory, but weekly prices are still struggling to recover. This
year there have not been problems with over-finished and very
heavyweight lambs backed-up in the marketing channels. In
fact, recent Federally Inspected lamb dressed weights were five
pounds below a year ago and down about one pound from average. Slaughter has been larger than anticipated in the last two
months and may even indicate that lambs have been marketed
early. The major impediment to stronger lamb prices has been
the need to rebuild customer demand at both retail and in restaurants. Wholesale prices have varied widely, depending on the
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New Missouri River District Coordinator Rachel Frost tries to
talk Dave McEwen out of a sample of lamb at Montana Range
Days in Havre. Thanks to Dave, Lenora, & Johna McEwen and
Ben Roeder.

Well over 250 youth and instructors enjoyed the lamb lunch
served at this years Range Days.
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The 2013 agenda boasts workshops on drought management, soil health, personal development, grain marketing,
entrepreneurship and more. Exciting keynote speakers such as
Amanda Radke from BEEF Magazine and Wesley Smith, author
of “A Rat is a Pig is a Dog is a Boy: The Human Cost of the
Animal Rights Movement” and Governor Steve Bullock, invited, will be sharing some much-needed insight. As always, the
ever-popular discussion group segment will be a part of the
schedule, moderated by leading industry experts from both the
state and national levels, and networking opportunities will
abound during this weekend-long conference. For this year’s
entertainment participants will be enjoying the many pools and
hot tubs Fairmont has to offer as well as all other amenities the
resort has available. Also, for the first time in YALC history, a
separate “Ag Camp” will be offered on-site for the children of
conference attendees.
The planning committee for the event consists of representatives from each of nine organizations, which include the
Montana Agri-Business Association, Montana 4-H Foundation,
Montana Cattlemen’s Association, Montana Grain Growers Association, Montana Farm Bureau Federation, Montana FFA
Foundation, Montana State University College of Agriculture,
Montana Stockgrowers Association and Montana Farmers Union. “Producers can find information on virtually any topic
they’re interested in during our conference,” says Patrick Hackley, co-chair of the 2013 YALC Committee. “Our agenda boasts
the top public and motivational speakers who specialize in agricultural topics. This conference will always exceed your expectations; you don’t want to miss this!” More information on the
conference will follow but for questions on the 2013 Young Ag
Leadership Conference contact Mariah Shammel at (406) 4625639 or paisleyprairies@gmail.com.

5\R Stock Dogs
REAL dogs bred by a
REPUTATION breeder always
READY to work
RELENTLESS work ethic and very
RELIABLE companions

EXCELLENCE IN PREDATOR CONTROL
Carrie Bigelow (owner) (406)208-8576 (cell)
Marv Dunster (406)670-3575 (cell)
(406)248-7060 (home) stockdogs5R@aol.com
326 Covert Lane Billings, MT 59105

We are now brokering sheep.
We have sheep for sale!

Choteau Sheep Expo
Montana’s only Private Treaty Ram,
Ewe, and Goat Sale

Young Ag Leadership Conference Slated for
Fairmont Hot Springs

8 A.M. Saturday, September 7th at
the Weatherbeater Barn in Choteau

Montana Farm Bureau
Mark your calendar! Montana’s tenth annual Young Ag
Leadership Conference (YALC) is set for October 11-13 and
will be taking place at Fairmont Hot Springs Resort. Young people in agriculture aged 18-40 are invited to attend this one-of-akind conference where leadership development, education and
networking are key to the agenda. Ag producers, ag lenders,
crop sprayers, college students and all others involved in Montana’s number one industry are encouraged to attend this exciting event. “The YALC offers one of the best educational platforms available for young people in Montana today. Not only
are the workshops and discussion groups great learning tools for
our future leaders but it’s a unique opportunity to meet other
young people who share the same passion—agriculture,” says
Jeannie Olmstead Rude, member of the 2013 YALC committee.
“Every attendee has different needs so we work hard to provide
a wide variety of tools.”

Columbia
Hampshire
Suffolk
Targhee
Merino Cross
Rambouillet
<New This Year>
A select group of percentage
Boer doelings
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Montana Woolgrowers
Board Meeting
Tuesday, September 10, 2013
Stockman Bank Board Room
700 Main Street, Miles City
9 a.m. till 3 p.m.

Gene Surber and Associates-Belgrade, MT
Gordon & Marilyn Darlinton-Three Forks, MT
Farm Credit Services-Miles City, MT
Farmers Elevator-Circle, MT
First Interstate Bank-Billings, MT
First State Bank-Malta, MT
Fred Wacker Agency-Miles City, MT
Rachel Frost-Livingston, MT
Hawkins Veterinary Service-Dillon, MT
Hinnaland Trucking Inc.-Circle, MT
Holiday Inn Express-Miles City, MT
Insurance Store, Inc.-Baker, MT
Jim Hoover-Columbus, MT
Roger King-Augusta, MT
Kopren Sheep Shearing-Bison, SD
Rodney Kott-Bozeman, MT
Arville & Elaine Lammers-Shawmut, MT
Lazy AM Ranch, Inc.-Richey, MT
Lewistown Honda-Lewistown, MT
Matador Ranch-Malta, MT
Don McKamey-Great Falls, MT
Marcha Labs-Terry, MT
Lucille Molinari-Hamilton, MT
Montana Ag Credit-Helena, MT
Montana Farm Bureau Federation-Bozeman, MT
Montana Trappers Assn.-Ovando, MT
Jim Moore-Stanford, MT
North Valley Grazing District-Glasgow, MT
Phalen Ranch Company-Ismay, MT
Stuart & Virginia Reynolds-Havre, MT
Reynolds Market-Miles City, MT
Selle Livestock-Billings, MT
Lisa Surber-Bozeman, MT
Tradewinds Shopper-Jordan, MT
Maurice Tunby-Baker, MT
Rolph Tunby-Plevna, MT
Watts and Associates-Billings, MT
Western Ranch Supply-Billings, MT
Westfeeds, Inc.-Billings/Miles City, MT
Western Ranch Supply-Billings, MT

MWGA Associate Members
Please Support the Businesses Supporting Our Industry
Gold Level
Bank of Baker-Baker, MT
Big Dry Angus-Jordan, MT
Center of the Nation Wool -Belle Fourche, SD
Great Plains Wool Company-Bighorn, WY
Montana Livestock Ag Credit-Helena, MT
Miles City Chamber of Commerce, Miles City, MT
Public Auction Yards-Billings, MT
Stockman Bank-Miles City, MT
Silver Level
Animal Health International-Greely, CO
Braaten Sheep Shearing-Stanford, MT
Debby Cornwell-Glasgow, MT
First Interstate Bank-Miles City, MT
Hilary Gietzen Shearing-Minot, ND
Garfield County Bank-Jordan, MT
Babe McDonald-Cohagen, MT
Marias River Livestock Association
McWilliams Shearing & Supplies-Miles City, MT
Miles City Livestock Commission-Miles City, MT
Northwest Farm Credit-Billings, MT
Nickels Gaming, Bob Gilbert-Helena, MT
Hipolito Sanchez-Lancaster, MO
Schuldt Services-Chinook, MT
Steadman Hardware-Miles City, MT
Waterland Shearing-Alzada, MT
Bronze Level
Anderson & Zurmuehlen & Co.-Helena, MT
Brockway Supper Club, Brockway, MT
Cayuse Livestock Co.-Melville, MT
Citizens Bank & Trust Co.-Big Timber, MT
Comfort Inn-Miles City, MT
Curtis Farm and Auto-Carquest-Circle, Plentywood, Scobey,
Wolfpoint, MT
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The second hypothesis is that the agent is a virino - a very small
piece of RNA (DNA is less likely) covered by a resistant protein
coat. This hypothesis is still not proven, and few scientists are
proponents of it. The current belief held by many scientists
(including Stanley Prusiner who won the Nobel Prize in 1998
for his work in this area) is that the agent is an abnormal form of
a normally occurring host protein found on cells in the nervous
system and spleen and lymph nodes. This theory holds that the
abnormal protein is infectious and that it produces disease by
causing a conformational change in the normal host protein. The
conformational change leads to loss of normal cellular function
and cell death. Prusiner has coined the term "prion" to describe
this proteinaceous infectious particle. Although not all problems
concerning this theory have been resolved, many scientists hold
to it.
Scrapie has received a great deal of attention since the
late 1980s following the appearance of BSE. Many people still
believe that scrapie in sheep, combined with changes in animal
feeding and rendering practices, led to the outbreak of BSE in
the United Kingdom. The BSE crisis has led to tremendous financial loss and public outcry in the UK and in much of Europe.
In 1996, a British advisory committee suggested that some unusual cases of CJD in humans might have been caused by the
BSE agent acquired by eating beef or beef products. As of February of 2001, 88 definite and probable cases of this "variant" of
CJD, as it is called, have been reported. Consensus exists in the
scientific community that this variant form of CJD is caused by
the BSE agent. Furthermore, more than 80 confirmed cases of
FSE in cats (in England) have been reported since 1990,

Update on Testing for Scrapie
William P. Shulaw, D.V.M.
Extension Veterinarian, Cattle and Sheep
Ohio State University Extension
Scrapie is one of several diseases of humans and animals that are more generally called transmissible spongiform
encephalopathies (TSEs.) These diseases are all characterized
by a very long incubation period, slow onset of neurologic disease, and inevitable death. Other diseases in this group include
transmissible mink encephalopathy (TME-mink), bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE-cattle), chronic wasting disease in
deer and elk of North America (CWD), feline spongiform encephalopathy (FSE-cats), and in human beings, kuru, Creutzfeldt-Jacob disease (CJD), Gerstmann Straussler Syndrome
(GSS), and fatal familial insomnia (FFI). Certain tissues, such as
brain, spinal cord, placenta, and others, are considered to contain the infectious agent that causes the disease. Scrapie has
been reported since at least the early 1700s and has existed in
the United States since 1947. It is the most studied of the TSEs
because of the readily available animal model. In the United
Kingdom, at least 20 "strains" of scrapie have been described
based upon the results of mouse inoculation experiments.
Over the years, several theories have been proposed
regarding the etiology of these diseases. It was first thought that
the cause was a conventional virus. This has largely been discounted. The agent has remarkable resistance to physical and
chemical methods of destruction including heat, formalin, ionizing radiation, and enzymes known to destroy DNA and RNA.
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and a spongiform encephalopathy in various exotic species of
ruminants and lions and tigers has been reported from several
zoological collections. All these are thought to be caused by the
feeding of BSE-contaminated feeds. Lastly, in April of 1999, a
report of spongiform encephalopathy, with a pattern of lesions
characteristic of BSE, in several species of primates in three
French zoos suggested widespread infection of primates in zoological collections and further supports the zoonotic nature of
the disease.
Scrapie in sheep is characterized initially by subtle
changes in behavior and gait. Animals may stand apart from the
flock and stumble slightly. Later the behavior change may be
more pronounced and a peculiar "bunny hopping" gait may be
observed when the animal attempts to move rapidly. Signs usually progress to obvious behavior changes, and eventually the
animal cannot rise from its bed. Sheep may, or may not, show
the characteristic rubbing, or "scraping," for which the disease
was named. Wool loss may be slight to extensive. Once, we
believed that the characteristic, microscopic, spongy appearance
of the brain (spongiform encephalopathy) could only be seen
after a period of clinical signs. Today, occasional animals are
detected histologically and immunohistochemically when few
signs are observed clinically.
Evidence exists that development of clinical signs is
influenced by the genetic makeup of the sheep with respect to
the gene coding for production of normal prion protein. Several
mutations of this gene are known in sheep, but the most important may be at codons (positions) 136, 154, and 171. In the
United States, the mutation at codon 171 is thought to affect the
development of the strain of scrapie most commonly seen here.
This has been studied primarily in Suffolk sheep, and much less
is known about the effect of genotype in other breeds. Those
sheep that are homozygous for glutamine (designated QQ) at
this position on the prion gene appear to be more likely to develop clinical disease. Those that are QR (glutamine/arginine)
or RR (arginine/arginine) appear "resistant" to clinical scrapie.
This is not necessarily true for all strains of scrapie, and it is not
yet known whether sheep with the QR or RR genotype can carry the infection and transmit it without developing the clinical
signs. One RR sheep and a few QR sheep from outside the United States have been shown to have developed scrapie. Many
Suffolk breeders have begun selection in their flocks for QR or
RR sheep.
Until recently, definitive diagnosis of scrapie could
only be made following necropsy and examination of the brain.
Characteristic vacuoles, or holes, and degenerative changes in
nerve cells are typically observed microscopically following
clinical scrapie. The development of polyclonal and monoclonal
antibodies that allow the immunohistochemical detection of the
abnormal prion protein in histologic sections of the brain has
allowed us to confirm scrapie in those animals that did not have
all the classic microscopic changes and in those specimens damaged by collection techniques or postmortem degeneration. This
is a significant advancement as it will allow slaughter surveillance to be used to determine the national prevalence of scrapie,
and it allows for the detection of the prion protein in other tissues, such as spleen and lymphoid tissue, as well as nervous
tissue. Now we can study the pathogenesis of the disease and
trace the infection through multiple tissues. Experimental evidence suggests that this monoclonal antibody will also detect
abnormal prion in CWD of deer and elk.

James Brown Law Firm, PLLC
Attorney At Law

Meeting your needs in the following areas of
practice, including lobbying and
public affairs on behalf of the
Montana Wool Growers Association.
Water Law
Natural Resource Development
Energy Law
Wind Development
Business Law & Litigation
Grazing Rights Protection
Insurance Coverage
Real Estate
Tax Law
Wills, Estate Planning, & Probate
Zoning & Land Use

32 S. Ewing, STE 324
Helena, MT 59601
406-925-1745
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Other research has led to the development of other monoclonal
antibodies and techniques that may be useful in diagnosis of other TSEs.
Commercial testing to determine the genetic makeup of sheep,
with respect to the mutation of the prion gene, at codons 136 and 171, is
available in the United States. Because only one strain of scrapie appears
to be predominant in this country, most producers are only testing for
amino acid coding at codon 171. Research is in progress at the Agricultural Research Service (ARS) laboratories in Washington to determine
the susceptibility of QR and RR sheep to scrapie. Whether QR and RR
sheep can silently carry the infection and transmit it is not yet known and
is the subject of another project. Genetic testing for susceptibility (to
clinical scrapie) and using the result for animal selection is currently being practiced by many breeders. If it can be shown that the so-called
"resistant" sheep do not carry the scrapie agent, significant progress can
be made toward eradicating scrapie. However, most of the sheep
(Suffolk) tested thus far are QQ, and we do not have a good explanation
about why this genotype is over represented. If the QR or RR sheep have
some production or longevity problem, it will be some time before it is
evident. In addition, there is reason to believe that the mutation at codon
171 may only affect scrapie susceptibility for some strains of scrapie. If
other types of scrapie unaffected by mutations at codon 171 exist in the
United States, they could eventually become predominant.
Dr. Katherine O'Rourke and colleagues at the ARS laboratory
in Washington have developed a method of biopsy of the lymphoid tissue of the third eyelid with subsequent immunohistochemical testing
using a specific monoclonal antibody. This methodology identifies the
abnormal prion protein in this tissue and has correctly identified scrapieinfected animals as young as 12-14 months of age. The collection of
samples requires that the animal be adequately restrained and a local
anesthetic used. The collection instruments must be destroyed to prevent
possible transmission to other animals. This test has the potential to allow
detection of scrapie-infected animals months to years before development of clinical signs. Testing and culling positive animals could assist
producers in eradicating the disease from their flocks. This test looks
promising but awaits further validation. Some laboratories in the United
States now offer this testing service. Commercial availability raises some
ethical and legal issues. In many states, scrapie is a reportable disease, and
its diagnosis, or suspected presence, is reportable to the Animal Plant
Health Inspection Service (APHIS) of the United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA). Although the third eyelid test is not yet an "official"
test as far as APHIS is concerned, it may be considered a presumptive
test by many states. In our state, a positive test on the third eyelid would
require the reporting of the flock and the test result to regulatory veterinarians. This puts the veterinary practitioner in a difficult situation if producers ask for the test and receive positive results. In Ohio, any lay person
is expected to report the existence of suspected scrapie, so even producers
would be defying the law if they have test-positive sheep and do not report the results.
Dr. Mary Jo Schmerr and colleagues at the ARS laboratory in Ames,
Iowa, are working on another test that uses monoclonal antibodies to
detect scrapie-infected sheep. The significant difference is that this test is
performed on a blood sample. This would obviously make testing sheep
technically easier for the producer and the practitioner. This test also
awaits complete validation, but preliminary work appears very promising. It is not commercially available at this time. For many years, producers and practitioners have wanted a preclinical test for scrapie. It appears that we are much closer now than ever. In addition, confirmation of
a scrapied animal is much more certain today. It will be necessary for
producers, veterinarians, and regulatory officials to work together to use
these new tests to the best advantage in developing new strategies for
controlling or eradicating scrapie.

AU Record Lamb Production
www.stockandland.com.au
Australian lamb slaughter for the 2012-13 financial year
reached its highest level since 1972. At 21.1 million head, the figure was
up 12 per cent year-on-year according to the Australian Bureau of Statistics. As a result, lamb production increased 9pc year-on-year, to 456,997
tons carcass weight for 2012-13, breaking the previous fiscal year production record by 7pc, set back in 2007-08. Meat and Livestock Australia reports tough pasture growing conditions throughout summer and
autumn, on the back of several years of flock rebuilding, led to a surge in
lamb turnoff during 2012-13 and consequently boosted slaughter and
production across all states. Large parts of Victoria were affected by
drought for much of the 2012-13 financial year, explaining the state’s
considerable year-on-year rises in slaughter and production, of 19pc and
16pc respectively. Many producers turned off lambs earlier than usual
due to the lack of feed, leading to an influx of store lambs in the market,
particularly over the summer and autumn months. While there were
large increases in slaughter and production, the national average lamb
carcase weight declined 3pc year-on-year, to 21.64kg/head, due to the
dry conditions and increased number of store lambs slaughtered, according to MLA.

COOL Advocates Ask to Intervene in Labeling Lawsuit
Western Farmer-Stockman
Janell Baum
The National Farmers Union Friday announced that it intends
to intervene in the lawsuit filed July 10 against the USDA seeking to
nullify the USDA's May 23 final rule regarding Country of Origin Labeling. If granted an intervention, NFU, along with partnering organizations
– U.S. Cattlemen's Association, Consumer Federation of America and
American Sheep Industry Association – intend to defend the COOL
regulation, which requires muscle cuts to be labeled based on where the
animal was born, raised and slaughtered. Nine groups filed the original
lawsuit, arguing that COOL violates World Trade Organization obligations by creating consumer bias against imported goods. Specifically,
they alleged that the COOL rule: 1) violates the United States Constitution by compelling speech in the form of detailed labeling on meat products that do not directly advance a government interest; 2) exceeds the
scope of the statutory mandate, because the statute does not permit the
kind of labeling requirements the final rule puts in place; and 3) imposes
burdens on the meat industry with little to no benefit. Parties involved in
the original lawsuit include the American Meat Institute, the American
Association of Meat Processors, American Meat Institute, Canadian
Cattlemen’s Association, Canadian Pork Council, National Cattlemen’s
Beef Association, National Pork Producers Council, North American
Meat Association, and Southwest Meat Association. The group also
filed for a temporary injunction on July 26, arguing that enforcement of
the rule would cause irreparable harm to the industry and have severe
economic impacts that are not in the public interest. While the groups are
concerned about potential trade disruptions and added processing costs,
NFU and its partnering organizations, however, maintain that COOL is a
benefit to U.S. farmers and consumers. They point to a Consumer Federation of America study that found 90% of adult Americans favored requiring food sellers to indicate on the package label the country of origin
of fresh meat they sell. "There is no denying that U.S. consumers want to
know where their food comes from," said NFU President Roger Johnson.
"That is why it is great to have a united front of consumers and producers
in this alliance in support of COOL." The Court has scheduled a hearing
on the preliminary injunction motion for Aug. 27.
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Skull Creek Targhees
Kristin and Cord Bieber
409 Skull Creek Road
Brockway, MT 59214
(406) 672-4471

Rams for sale at the
Montana Ram Sale
& off the ranch.

NSIP Flock
since 1989
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logical reason to subject them to restrictions similar to those that federal plants
must deal with.” He added that if common sense needs to prevail or Ontario
will not have a processing sector within a few years.
Hodgson said because the sheep industry is relatively small in
Canada, the international pharmaceutical companies that manufacture medications and wormers for sheep are reluctant to pay the huge costs associated
with getting Canadian approval for their products. Consequently, Canadian
producers are at a disadvantage to their American counterparts when it comes
to production. He said the government needs to make is easier for these companies to introduce drugs in Canada so producers here can have the same
access to the products that are available in sheep-producing countries like
Australia and New Zealand. “We can’t even begin to compete with them
on a level playing field without the tools to work with that they have,” he
said.

Sheep Producers Face Lingering Issues
John Phair
www.toadysfarmer.ca
Local lamb and sheep producers have enjoyed some buoyant
markets over the past decade. However, in recent months they’ve faced lower prices and continue to struggle with issues that have dogged the industry for
years. Fraser Hodgson, provincial director for District-1 of the Ontario Sheep
Marketing Agency, provided a synopsis of those issues at a recent MP/MPP
meeting hosted by the Lambton Federation of Agriculture at the Wyoming
Legion. The meeting has become an annual event at which the various commodity groups are given an opportunity to present the issues and concerns of
their particular sector to local federal and provincial members of parliament.
Hodgson noted that producers are currently facing the lowest prices they’ve
experienced in years and said he realizes politicians can’t do anything about
that but commended the provincial government for their help in developing
the Business Risk Management program for the livestock sector. However,
he noted the absence of federal participation in the program and suggested it
would be a far superior program with the involvement of both levels of government.
On trade issues, Hodgson noted that it has now been 10 years since
the U.S. border was closed to Canadian cattle and sheep in response to the
outbreak of BSE in Western Canada. He added that while the border was
reopened to Canadian cattle a number of years ago, as yet, no effort has been
made to allow Canadian sheep to cross into the U.S. He said this has had a
particular impact on those wishing to export breeding stock to the U.S. and
noted that in an effort to maintain high standards, many Canadian producers
of breeding stock have continued their participation in the Voluntary Scrapie
Flock Certification Program. “This has been fairly expensive for breeders,
but without an export market there has been little in the way of returns for
these producers,” said Hodgson. He suggested it was high time the federal
government did something to remedy this situation. Scrapie is a fatal, degenerative disease that affects the nervous systems of sheep and goats. It is one of
several transmissible spongiform encephalitis and is related to bovine spongiform encephalopathy or BSE. The exact cause of the disease is still debated
but the disease has been associated with the presence of an abnormal form of
protein called a prion. While there is no known treatment or vaccine currently
available for the disease, any Canadian animal known to be infected with
scrapie is currently kept out of the food chain. Hodgson suggested that the
Canadian government should get serious about eradicating the disease in this
country and should consider genotyping as a possible solution. “I would urge
you to become more proactive than reactive,” he said, noting that genotyping
for scapie is a well understood science. He said if the government provided
financial assistance for breeders who are testing breeding rams for their own
use or to be sold, it would give a huge boost to the development of more scrapie resistant flocks.
In the area of traceability, Hodgson said a national ID program is
close to being fully in place for sheep producers. However, he said the rest of
the industry i.e. processors, is far from being compliant. “I would urge both
the federal and provincial governments to work with our processors and retail
sectors to finish implementing the program,” he said. “I believe it is wrong to
demand traceability of producers but not the remainder of the industry.” He
added that the traceability program is of no value to producers if the rest of the
industry does not buy into it as well.
While food safety has become a buzz phrase in Canada in recent
years, Hodgson said he believes the country’s food inspection bureaucracy
often doesn’t see the forest for the trees. He suggested some of the rules and
regulations that small abattoirs have to comply with are onerous and add very
little to providing the consumer with a safer product. “Meat recalls are almost
entirely restricted to large, federally-inspected packing plants,” he said, adding
that small provincial abattoirs have excellent food safety records. “There is no

Murray Suffolks
174 Tongue River Rd
Miles City, MT 59301
406.234.2676
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EVERETT RANCH
Consigning Four Targhee Range Rams
to the Montana Ram Sale

Marie Everett
Stevensville, Montana
406-777-5217
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TARGHEE SHEEP
PERFORMANCE TESTED*NSIP*AWARD WINNING FLEECES
Following a beautiful warm, dry lambing season, we found ourselves filled with
angst – and desperately in need of moisture. While debating which livestock to ship,
and when – we were blessed with 2” of rain. The world can change overnight when
that happens. Given a drink, the grass was more than happy to leap out of the ground.
The blessings of many more showers have followed and summer has been good for us.
Lambs are growing and ewes are content.
As summer rapidly moves along, dreams of fishing, boating at the lake or simply pulling weeds in the flowerbed give way to time spent gathering data on the rams and
sitting in front of the computer entering all that information. It is an exciting time,
however, to see how our selection continues to bring improvements to the production
of our flock! With over 35 years of collecting performance data, we know this
information helps us in our selection of breeding stock, and we know it will help you
as well.
We plan to bring 36 Targhee Rams to the Miles City Ram Sale. We will be
selecting for the traits that will produce the best lambs to put the most profit
in your pocket.
Look for the sale catalog with EBVs, microns, rib eye measurements – and with
indexes to help you pick the rams for the traits you want in your flock.
Our consignment will consist of:
1 Targhee Stud Ram
1 Top performing ram from the Montana Central Ram Test
34 Targhee Range Rams

• • • • • • • • • • • • • •

ALL PUREBRED TARGHEE SHEEP

See you in Miles City!

Carolyn and John
greenranch@mtintouch.net
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Montana Ram Sale
A catalog with additional information will be available at the website:
www.sheepinstitutute.montana.edu
Stay informed by checking www.mtsheep.org. Not able to attend the sale?
Pre-register, watch the sale live, and buy rams at http://frontierstockyards.com/
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Sieben Live Stock Co.
Chase & Emily Hibbard
PO Box 835
Helena, Montana 59624
406.442.2960
Forty one Adel Targhee Rams
Sell in Miles City at the
Montana Ram Sale
“The Hibbard Family would like to
express our sincere appreciation to
Dr. Rodney Kott for his 33 years of
service to the Montana sheep
industry and wish Rodney and
Sharon the best of luck in their
well-deserved retirement.”
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Thank-you Rodney for 33 years of service!
Hughes Newford Company
John, Betty, and Jeff Sampsel
Stanford, Montana
(406) 566-2700
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Above: Dr. Pat Hatfield of Montana State University sent this
great picture of a group of sheep doing vegetation management
along the creek in front of the new Animal Biosciences Building at MSU.
Upper Right: Dave McEwen spots for Simon Evans while
shooting prairie dogs on the McRae Ranch at the annual summer campout.
Lower Right: Kyle Evans and Layton Rohrer show off their
catch after an hour on Ft. Peck with guide master and boat captain Mike Schuldt.
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Proudly supporting the original
“sustainable-renewable-recyclable” industry
Reliable Market Information - Two Full Service Warehouses - Year-Round Marketing Opportunities
Scott Lammers

Larry Prager

Gary Babb

Billings, Montana

Belle Fourche, SD

Belle Fourche, SD

(406) 245-9112

(800) 528-2057

(605) 748-2496

25

sheep industry. Dennis Melchert, manager of the Faribault
Woolen Mill - Faribault, MN will highlight innovations in wool
product manufacturing. The Master Lamb Producer Luncheon
will spot-light several outstanding producers from South Dakota
with different types of sheep and wool production management
systems. Saturday afternoon will feature break-out educational
program sessions where attendees may choose from a variety of
topics. The program title choices will include; Developing a
Flock of Highly Productive Ewes, Predator Control and Parasite
Resistance, or New Producer segment. A business meeting will
be held later in the afternoon and attendees are encouraged to
take part. The evening will be capped off with a social hour and
auction followed by the state finals of the Make It Yourself with
Wool Contest and banquet.
A trade show will run during the two-day convention.
And, a Fleece to Shawl will run Sept. 28 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
during which time the contestants will complete a shawl from
South Dakota wool. The shawls will be auctioned prior to the
banquet Saturday night. Saturday morning will also feature fun,
hands-on wool activities.
Pre-registration is encouraged for both days by Sept.
13. For more information contact Jeff Held at 605-690-7033,
Lynn or Dianne Perry at 605-546-2190, Patty DeZeeuw at 605690-5639 or Mary Held at 605-690-7032 or simply by email
request a registration form: sdsheepgrowers@yahoo.com.

76th Annual South Dakota
Sheep Growers Convention
The South Dakota Sheep Growers will host their 76th
Annual Convention in Brookings Sept. 27-28, 2013. Make plans
now to attend the 2-day event which will feature a broad range
of activities for established and new sheep producers in the region. The convention is headquartered at the Days Inn Hotel &
Convention Center. Activities begin each day at 8 a.m.
Friday Sept. 27 will kick-off with a bus tour to a large,
progressive sheep operation near Watertown. In the afternoon,
enjoy demonstration and interactive sessions at the SDSU Sheep
Unit located in Brookings. Sessions will include; sheep handling systems, use of working dogs, wool and fleece grading and
lambing management tips. Nationally recognized industry experts will lead the sessions. In the evening, attendees will enjoy
the Taste of Lamb event which will be held at Innovation Village in Brookings. During the event, local chefs will showcase
their talents in preparing lamb product samples. The event will
feature wine by J. Lohr and cheeses from South Dakota processors.
Saturday, Sept. 28 will kick off with representatives
from the American Sheep Industry and the American Lamb
Board who will provide industry insight on new programs being
developed. This will be followed by a presentation by Kreg Leymaster on combating Ovine Progressive Pneumonia (OPP) in the
26
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In Memory
The Montana Woolgrower’s Memorial Fund
The Montana Woolgrower Memorial Fund (official name
“Educational and Research Endowment Fund”) was established in
1983 when over $100 was sent to the association in memory of
Miles City sheepman/wool buyer, Duncan McDonald. A savings
account was established for such a purpose and others, wanting to
remember longtime sheepmen, be they friends or relatives, made
similar donations.
In 1984 the Board filed the necessary papers to make such
gifts tax deductible and a three-person board was appointed to oversee the account. The original board consisted of Don McKamey,
Bill Lehfeldt, and Ralph Dreyer.
Funds must be used for educational or research purposes
only and cannot be used for expenses of the Woolgrowers Association. The present board consists of Jim Whiteside, chairman, John
Baucus, and Bob Lehfeldt.
Those wishing to make a donation should make the check
out to Montana Woolgrower Association Memorial Fund and send
it to the Helena office. You will receive a receipt and if the memorial donation is sent in memory of someone, that person’s family
will also receive an acknowledgement.

Sigma Chi, graduating in 1948 majoring in animal industry.
After graduation, he returned to the family ranch where he
raised sheep and cattle. On Nov. 9, 1952, he was united in marriage to Averill E. Perkins in Pullman, Wash. and they had two
children.
Vern was an active member of the Montana and
Stillwater Woolgrowers Associations, Beartooth Stock Association, and Montana Stockgrowers. He also served on the Montana Board of Livestock. In 1975, he was honored as Mr. Agriculture of Montana at MSU. He received the conservationist of
the year award for Stillwater County in 1980. He was a past
master of Stillwater Masonic Lodge and a member of the Absarokee Community Congregational Church. He was a member of
the Stillwater Republican Central Committee. From 1985 to
1994 he served as a Republican in the Montana House of Representatives. He truly enjoyed his years in the House and all the
friends he made there.
Vern was preceded in death by his parents and infant
brother. He is survived by his wife of 61 years, Averill, of Fishtail; daughter, Elana (Gordon) Swandal of Livingston; and son,
Gregory (Terlene) Keller of Fishtail; grandchildren, Eric
Blakely, Tara Blakely, Katie (Jason) Struthers, Jeffory (Laurie)
Keller, Cody (Cameo) Keller, Ivory Keller; and eight greatgrandchildren.
Vern had a lifelong love for the land and the ranch,
always saying he never had any regrets for how he lived his life.
He was a kind, gentle and honest man who always had a smile
and loved his family beyond all else. He is now herding his beloved sheep with the Great Shepherd. He will be greatly missed
by all who knew him.
Services were held Tuesday, July 23, at 11 a.m. at the
Absarokee Community Congregational Church in Absarokee,
interment followed at the Rosebud Cemetery. Memorials may
be made to Absarokee Community Congregational Church or
the charity of one's choice. Thank you to the staff at Beartooth
Healthcare and to all our friends for their support, with special
thanks to Terry and Joyce Lohrenz for all they have done.

Pachy Burns
Kevin and Shirley Halverson
Vernon V. Keller
Sieben Live Stock Co.
Sieben Ranch Co.
Kevin and Shirley Halverson
Jack and Kathryn McRae
Bob Gilbert
Charles O’Connor
Sieben Live Stock Co.
Sieben Ranch Co.
Jack and Kathryn McRae
Garfield County Pool
Jewell Werner
Bob Gilbert

Charles O’Connor
Vernon V. Keller

Charles Edwin O’Connor, age 58, of Jordan passed
away of a heart attack on Monday, May 27, 2013 at his home in
Jordan. Charlie was born on November 9, 1954 in Jordan, Montana, the son of Clell Morris and Lillian Eldora (Nelson) O’Connor. Charlie was the youngest of four children. Charlie attended
schools in Jordan and graduated from Garfield County High
School in 1973. Following graduation, he attended college and
completed his Associates Degree in electronics at Miles City
Community College. He also attended school at Rocky Mountain College Billings for one year.

Vernon V. Keller, age 87, of Fishtail, passed away July
8, 2013, at Beartooth Healthcare in Columbus, MT. Vern was
born March 28, 1926, in Bozeman, to Webster and Jennie Herrin Keller. When he was 2 years old, the family moved to Fishtail, where his grandfather had homesteaded on Fiddler Creek.
He attended the Bedford, West Rosebud and Columbus schools,
graduating from Columbus High School in 1944. He then attended Montana State University-Bozeman, where he was a
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During this time he worked for Dale Hains and Jordan
Electric until he went to work for McCone Electric Cooperative
where he worked for 27 years until retiring to become a full
time farmer/rancher raising sheep and wheat on the CEO ranch.
Charlie married Jennifer Connor on July 29, 1994 in
Red Lodge, MT. They made their home on the family ranch
east of Jordan and continued to raise sheep and wheat. Charlie
enjoyed fishing, hunting, looking for fossils, farming and ranching. He also was very active in the lead roles of several Big Dry
Player Productions that entertained the community. He truly
loved his ranch, dogs Ringo and Wally, Garfield County, and he
never liked to be away from home for very long. Charlie was a
retired volunteer fireman for Jordan and was a Director/
Secretary/Treasurer for the Garfield County Wool Pool up until
his death.
Charlie is survived by his wife, Jennifer O’Connor of
Jordan, MT; and a brother David (Nancy)O’Connor of Molt,
MT; mother and father- in-law James and Cynthia Connor of
Cody, WY; sisters-in-law Laurel (Charlie) Noland of Worden;
Kathy (Tom) Neiley of Mead, Colorado; Maureen (Terry) Connor-Althaus of Phillipsburg, MT; brothers-in law Norman (Jane)
Ostby of Winnett, MT; Chris (Manolita) Connor of Missoula,
MT, nieces and nephews, Brian (Kathy) O’Connor of South
Dakota, Tony O’Connor of Billings, Roberta O’Connor of
Billings, Emily, Caroline, Molly Neiley of Colorado and Maggie Althaus of Phillipsburg, step nieces and step nephew Anne
Thiel of Polson, Lisa Barron of Billings, Alec Dumay of Columbia Falls, great Nephews Derek, Darius and Brighton of
Billings, numerous O’Connor cousins as well as his very loyal
and special friends Jerry Hensleigh and Mary Pat Watson. He
was preceded in death by his parents, a sister Patty Ostby and a
brother Robert O’Connor.
Funeral services were held on Monday, June 3, 2013 at
11:00 a.m. at the VFW Hall in Jordan. Stevenson & Sons Fu-

neral Home of Miles City was in charge of the arrangements.
Condolences may be sent to the family by visiting:
www.stevensonandsons.com. Should friends desire, memorials
may be made to the Jordan Ambulance Service.

Jewell Franklin Werner
Jewell Franklin Werner, 86, of Whitehall passed away
Aug. 5, 2013. Jewell was born Jan. 22, 1927, in Whitehall, the
son of Edward E. Werner and Marie Elmer of Whitehall. At the
age of 18, he joined the Navy and served in World War II as a
PT boat operator in the South Pacific. He married Peggy Marie
Wentz on Dec. 17, 1947. To this union three children were born:
Jim, Shirley and Diana, all of Helena. He was a loving, kindhearted husband and father; he was known as being a man,
truthful, honest, kind-hearted, accommodating and in every respect a good citizen and neighbor.
Jewell spent his years ranching and cultivating many
friendships. He was head of the Madison/Jefferson Wool Growers Association for 35 years, participated with the Montana Archaeology Society and presented his archaeology findings in
articles and to the students and faculty of Montana State University. He is survived by his wife, three children, seven grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren. He is preceded in death by
his parents and his brother, Edward.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the Jefferson Valley Museum of Whitehall, the Whitehall Ambulance
Service or a charity of the donor’s choice. Funeral services
were held Thursday, Aug. 8, at 2 p.m. from the K&L Mortuary
Chapel at Whitehall with Norm Tebay officiating. Interment
with military honors will follow in the Fish Creek Cemetery at
Waterloo.

Past Presidents of the Montana Woolgrowers attending the 1983 Centennial celebration are show below: Dan Fulton, Sun City, California: Leonard Hanson, Dillon; John A. Ryan, Brusett; Vern Keller,
Fishtail; Lawrence Capra, Boyes; Gerald Hughes, Stanford; Ralph Dreyer, Glasgow; Andy Grand,
Martinsdale; Ed B. Smith, Dagmar; Henry Esp, Fishtail. Not pictured and still living MWGA Presidents are Jim Courtney of Alzada, Ed Whitworth of Dillon, and John J. Baucus of Helena.
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Breeder’s Directory
Columbia
MONTANA COLUMBIA SHEEP ASSN.
Raina Blackman
2925 Craig Frontage Road
Wolf Creek, MT 59648
(406) 235-4227
lsbrmb@mt.net
CRAGO FAMILY RANCH
Mark and Jennifer Crago
22 Maki Hill Road
Columbus, MT 59019
(406) 322-9935
markcrago@netzero.net
DOUGLAS HITCH
P.O. Box 368
Hobson, MT 59452
(406) 423-5651
dhitch@itstriangle.com
GROVES RANCH
Quality Columbia Ewe Lambs
Heron, MT 59452
erdoclamb@hotmail.com
HOCHSTRAT COLUMBIAS
Kathy Hochstrat
4021 Highway 12
White Sulphur Springs, MT 59645
(406) 547-3866
horsehu@itstriangle.com
LANGHUS COLUMBIAS
Gene and Mary Langhus
147 Main Boulder Road
Big Timber, MT 59011
(406) 932-4718
langhussheep@mtintouch.net
www.langhussheep.com
LOGAN AND DOUG PIERCE
P.O. Box 134
Harlowton, MT 59036
(406) 632-4419
TIMBER COULEE COLUMBIAS
Luanne Wallewein
P.O. Box 129
Sunburst, MT 59482
(406) 937-2775
wallywld@northerntel.net

Contact MWGA if you would like to be listed here
Hampshire
DAVID AND JENNIFER BRECK
P.O. Box 1331
Big Timber, MT 59011
(406) 932-6404
breckmt@mtintouch.net
EDNA ENGLERT
114 Bridger Fromberg Road
Bridger, MT 59014
(406) 662-3236
Rambouillet
HELLE RAMBOUILLETS
John Helle
1350 Stone Creek Road
Dillon, MT 59725
(406) 683-6686
jhelle64@gmail.com
www.finewoolsheep.com
LEHFELDT RAMBOUILLETS
Bob, Marie, Ben, and Jamie Lehfeldt
P.O. Box 175
Lavina, MT 59046
(406) 636-2731
levi@midrivers.com
Shropshire
CRAGO FAMILY RANCH
Mark and Jennifer Crago
22 Maki Hill Road
Columbus, MT 59019
(406) 322-9935
markcrago@netzero.net
South African Meat Merino
GENE AND MARY LANGHUS
147 Main Boulder Road
Big Timber, MT 59011
(406) 932-4718
langhussheep@mtintouch.net
www.langhussheep.com
Suffolk
MONTANA SUFFOLK ASSN.
296 Wyttenhove Lane
Miles City, MT 59301
(406) 232-1060
www.mtsuffolksheep.org
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HEART LAZY P SUFFOLKS
Dana Penrod
51 Perkins Lane
Miles City, MT 59301
(406) 234-2648
heartlazyp@midrivers.com
wwwheartlazypsuffolk.com
KNUTSON SUFFOLK
Kim Knutson
P.O. Box 250
Clyde Park, MT 59018
(406) 578-9175
kimssuffolks@yahoo.com
www.knutsonsuffolks.com
McKAY SUFFOLKS
Bill McKay/Scott McKay
(406) 866-3368/(406) 799-5398
P.O. Box 71
Ulm, MT 59485-0071
http://mckaysuffolks.weebly.com/
suffolk406@gmail.com
MITCHELL’S MILEHIGH RANCH
The Mitchell & Creason Families
142 Pine Creek Road
Livingston, MT 59047
(406) 222-3208
creason@wispwest.net
MURRAY SUFFOLKS
Walt and Angela Murray
174 Tongue River Road
Miles City, MT 59301
(406) 234-2676
wamurray@midrivers.com
RATH SUFFOLKS
296 Wyttenhove Lane
Miles City, MT 59301
(406) 232-1060
STEVENS RANCH
Norm and Gail Stevens
P.O. Box 286
Joliet, MT 59041
(406) 962-3558
stevensranch@q.com
www.stevensranchsuffolk.com

Suffolk X Hampshire
GIBBS RANGE RAMS
Pat and Bev Gibbs
513 Van Norman Road
Jordan, MT 59337
(406) 557-2852
pbgibbs@midrivers.com
Targhee
MONTANA TARGHEE SHEEP ASSN.
Elisha Lewis, secretary
342 Svenson Road
Reed Point, MT 59069
(406) 326-2306
lewisranch@itstriangle.com
LEO BARTHELMESS
25826 Content Road
Malta, MT 59538
(406) 658-2627
ledar@mtintouch.net
KRISTIN BIEBER
409 Skull Creek Road
Brockway, MT 59214
(406) 672-4471
mcraekristin@yahoo.com
DALLAS SHEEP OUTFIT
Chuck Dallas, Mardy, Cassie, & Cody Dallas
131 Horse Creek Road South
Wilsall, MT 59086
(406) 578-2159
dallassheep@mcn.net
EVERETT RANCH
Marie Everett
3098 Mack Smith Lane
Stevensville, MT 59870
(406) 777-5217
everettranch@centric.net
CAROLYN I. GREEN
P.O. Box 266
Mellville, MT 59055
(406) 537-4472
greenranch@mtintouch.net
HUGHES NEWFORD CO.
John and Betty Sampsel
P.O. Box 558
Stanford, MT 59479
(406) 566-2700
hnco@mtintouch.net

KORMAN RANCH TARGHEES
Ron and Maxine Korman
P.O. Box 162
(406) 648-5536
kormanmax@hotmail.com
LEWIS FAMILY RANCH
Ralph, Elisha, Ryan, and Rory Lewis
342 Svenson Road
Reed Point, MT 59069
(406) 326-2306
lewisranch@itstriangle.com
McRAE BROTHERS TARGHEES
Jack and Kathryn McRae
31 McRae Lane
Jordan, MT 59337
(406) 557-6266
jmcrae@midrivers.com
MONTANA AG EXPERIMENT STATION
Dr. Rodney Kott
Montana State University
Bozeman, MT 59717
(406) 994-3415
rkott@montana.edu
MONTANA SHEEP COMPANY
Brent, Tracie, Ben, & Caroline Roeder
950 County Line Road
Fort Shaw, MT 59443
(406) 467-2462
roeder@3rivers.net
ORTMANN TARGHEES
Henry Ortmann
(406) 392-5277
Sam Ortmann
4169 Road 1081
Wolf Point, MT 59201
(406) 392-5356
mtwool@nemontel.net
PAUGH, INC.
Jerry Paugh
(406) 962-3636
paranch@msn.com
John Paugh, Jr.
525 Coulee Drive
Bozeman, MT 59718
(406) 585-9356
dmaepaugh@bresnan.net
SIEBEN LIVE STOCK CO.
Chase T. Hibbard
P.O. Box 835
Helena, MT 59624
(406) 442-1803
chase@siebenranch.com
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TUNBY RANCH
Randy Tunby
P.O. Box 1244
Baker, MT 59313
(406) 772-5627
tunby@midrivers.com
Targhee X Columbia
RAFTER RANCH
Don and Liz Jones
64542 Highway 43
Wise River, MT 59762
(406) 832-3219
White Suffolk
GARY HEILIG
2936 North Trout Creek Road
Moore, MT 59464
(406) 374-2313
ghheilig@itstriangle.com
Guard & Working Dogs
Great Pyrenees, Akbash, Komondor, Border
Collie, Australian, & Anatolian Shepherds
5-R STOCKDOGS
Marvin Dunster & Carrie Bigelow
326 Convert Lane
Billings, MT 59101
(406) 670-3575
(406) 208-8576
Sharplaninac, Pyrenees, &
Maremma Guard Dogs
J. KERMIT & SANDY PETERSON
1411 22nd Ave. N. W.
Sidney, MT 59270
h. (406) 482-3016
C. (406) 480-4193
Spanish Mastiff
LEO BARTHELMESS
25826 Content Road
Malta, MT 59538
(406) 658-2627
ledar@mtintouch.net
Spanish Mastiff, Pyrenean Mastiffs,
Turkish Kangals, & LGD Crosses
CINCO DESEOS RANCH
Brenda M. Negri
Winnemucca, Nevada
ldgnevada@gmail.com
www.lgdnevada.com
c. (775) 931-0038
h. (775) 623-6292

88th Montana Ram Sale
Schedule of Events
Tuesday, September 10
9:00 AM Montana Wool Growers Board of Directors Meeting at Stockman Bank
No consignor social this year due to Rodney’s big party

Wednesday, September 12
1:00 PM Consignor’s Meeting
2:00 PM MSU Information Session for Sheep Producers
Topics to be Discussed: Lamb & Wool Market Update and Outlook, Ethnic Markets,
& Ram Selection
6:00 PM Dr. Rodney Kott “Roast-N-Toast” and Buyer Social. MWGA is providing the BBQ lamb supper
and a no host bar. Bring your best stories for a trip down memory lane at the Eastern Montana
Fairgrounds

Thursday, September 13
10:45 AM Lamb BBQ Lunch served at the Eastern Montana Fairgrounds
12:00 PM Ram Sale begins
Not able to attend? Preregister, watch the sale live, and bid at http://frontierstockyards.com/
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