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MWGA Dues
Dues to the Montana Wool Growers Association are $20 per membership plus $.06 per pound of wool (or $.60 per sheep). The
$20 covers the cost of the Montana Wool Grower Magazine, membership in the American Sheep Industry Association (ASI) and
the ASI Newsletter that each member receives. The additional six cents per pound is what the Association operates on as it
works to improve the opportunities for raising sheep and wool in Montana.

About the Cover:
MWGA members Kevin and Shirley Halverson, Dave, Lenora and Johna McEwen, Jesse
Thompson, and Ben Lehfeldt cooking at Range Days in Red Lodge.
Deadline for the Ram Sale Issue will be November 1, 2017
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Wool Pools and Buyers Operating In Montana
NE Montana Pool
Plentywood
Colleen Buck
(406) 765-3406

Front Range Pool
Conrad
Luanne Wallewein
(406) 937-2775

McCone Pool
Circle
Tandi Kassner
(406) 485-2605

Sweetgrass/Stillwater
Big Timber
Mark King
(406) 932-5146

MonDak Pool
Wibaux
Danielle Harper
(406)796-2486

Upper Mushellshell
Harlowton
Stacey Grove
(406) 473-2244

Bruce Smith
(406) 377-4277

Beaverhead/Madison/
Jefferson
Dillon
J P Tanner
(406) 683-3785

Lower Yellowstone Pool
Sidney
Tim Fine
(406) 433-1206

Granite/Powell Pool
Drummond
Barbara Weaver
(406) 288-3282

August 30, 2017, 11: 00am
US Sheep Experiment Station
Ram Sale
Dubois, Idaho

Garfield County Pool
Jordan
Jerry Hensleigh
(406) 557-2839

September 9th, 2017, 12 noon
Montana Black & White Sale
Musselshell County Fairgrounds
Roundup, MT

Wool Buyers
High Plains Wool
Bruce Barker
(307) 674-4504

September 13th, 2017, 10am-2pm
MSU Extension Sheep Seminar
Eastern MT Fairgrounds
Miles City, MT

Center of the Nation
Belle Fourche
Larry Prager
(605) 892-6311

Western Pool
Polson
Jan Tusick
(406) 883-4093

Highline Pool
Malta
Marko Manoukian
(406) 684-2543

Snowy Mountain Pool
Lewistown
Melanie Foran
(406) 366-1907

Save the Date
August 26, 2017
MT Columbia Sheep Breeders Assn.
Show & Sale
Fairgrounds, Lewistown, MT

Billings
Scott Lammers
(406) 245-9112

Auction Markets
Glasgow Stockyards, Inc.
Glasgow, MT
(406) 228-9306
www.glasgowstockyards.com

Western Livestock Auction
Great Falls, MT
(406) 727-5400
www.westernlivestockmontana.com

Headwaters Livestock Auction
Three Forks, MT
(406) 285-0502
www.headwaterslivestock.com

Sidney Livestock Market Center
Sidney, MT
(406) 482-3513
www.sidneylivestock.com

Lewistown Livestock Auction
Lewistown, MT
(406) 538-3471
www.lewistownlivestock.com

Bowman Auction Market
Bowman, ND
(701) 523-5922
www.bowmanauctionmarket.com

Public Auction Yards
Billings, MT
www.publicauctionyards.com
(406) 245-6447

St. Onge Livestock
Newell, SD
(605) 642-2200
www.stongelivestock.com

Advertising Rates

For Subscription or Advertising:

$30 for 1/8 page
$55 for 1/4 page
$100 for 1/2 page
$175 for full page

Write, email, or call Jesse Thompson at
mtwga@outlook.com or (406) 442-1330.
The MWGA newsletter is printed
quarterly with additional issues
published as needed. Special rates available
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September 13th, 2017
Social, 5pm
4th Annual Montana Ewe Sale, 6pm
Eastern MT Fairgrounds
Miles City, MT
September 14th, 2017
Lunch, 11am
92ndAnnual Montana Ram Sale, 12pm
Eastern MT Fairgrounds
Miles City, MT
September 26-28th, 2017
Women Stepping Forward for Ag
Billings, MT
October 4-8th, 2017
Trailing of the Sheep Festival
Hailey, ID
October 13-15th, 2017
Young Ag Leadership Conference
Helena, MT
November 3-4, 2017
Celebrate Agriculture 2017
Montana State University, Bozeman
November 30th-December 2nd, 2017
134th Annual MWGA Convention
Billings, MT
Please Submit Calendar Items to
mtwga@outlook.com

It’s been a long summer already and I’m looking forward to fall. The weather
has been a bit of a hot topic. I don’t believe there is a garden spot left in Montana, however, change will come and prove all the “climate change” people
wrong.
We have spent the summer following up on issues of endanger species, mostly
the grizzly bear. We’ve had personal meetings with USFWS and the new Bear
coordinator, Hilary Cooley, and MT FWP of Helena. The concerns of the people
that reside in non-traditional bear habitat are being heard, as well as considered. Delisting for the Northern Continental Ecosystem is on track for 2018. If
we can keep the local biologist from influencing the non-endangered populations, the land owners should see a shift in priorities from putting the bear first to putting the people and
property first.
I had a nice visit with Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue about Wildlife Services and hope to meet again
later this summer. The first visit emphasized the critical need for research through ARS and MSU. These requests are starting to come to surface. To read this letter, please visit the public affairs page on the MWGA
website.
A group of woolgrowers got together in Harlowton in early July to meet with MSU concerning the hiring of a
new MSU Sheep Extension Specialist. The position will be advertised September/October and Kevin Halverson has agreed to sit on the search committee. There will be a follow-up meeting with President Cruzado in
early fall prior to the advisory meeting at the Wool Lab. The topics will include MSU priories, the Sheep Extension Specialist position, and the Wool Lab.
I just returned from a trip to Billings for the Northern Livestock Video Sale. A world of thanks goes out to the
Northern Video group for their support of the sheep industry in this region. Overall the price has softened a
little off that $2.00 price but, overall Montana lambs still top the market in a 3-state region. Keep doing the
best job you do.
Lastly, a word of compassion goes out to everyone dealing with this extreme and sudden drought. To the fire
victims, please be safe and we are all thinking of you.
Take Care, President Dave McEwen
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How MWGA Is Working For You
•

Info Session” at his ranch in the Sweet Grass Hills. Local

•

•

•

Jim Brown wrote a letter to Secretary Perdue to reiterate

ranchers, legislators, and representatives from Wildlife Ser-

the topics that President Dave McEwen discussed during

vices, Livestock Loss Board, Board of Livestock, MT Fish,

the meeting in May with the Secretary.

Wildlife & Parks, Senator Tester’s and Senator Daines’ offic- •
es, Marias River Livestock Association and the Montana

Jim Brown wrote a letter to Secretary Perdue explaining the

Cattlemen’s Association were in attendance.

concern about the USDA’s delay in finalizing the draft EIS

MWGA President Dave McEwen met with Secretary of Agri-

“US Sheep Experiment Station Grazing and Associated Ac-

culture Sonny Perdue as part of a round table discussion

tivities Project 2016”.

while the Secretary was here for the Montana Ag Summit.

•

Sheep Station.

MWGA President hosted the “Zone 3 Bear Management

•

importance of the USSES to the industry and expressed our

MWGA board members Dave McEwen, Kevin Halverson,

He discussed M44s, the USSES, Wildlife Services, and big-

Bob Walker, Sam Ortmann, and Secretary Jesse Thompson,

horn sheep with the Secretary.

as well as other MWGA members, met with MSU Depart-

Pres. Dave McEwen, Secretary Jesse Thompson, and Public

ment of Animal and Range Sciences Head Dr. Pat Hatfield,

Affairs Director Jim Brown attended the MT Ag Summit held

and MSU Director of Extension Jeff Bader to discuss the

in Great Falls May 31-June 1st, representing MWGA.

MSU Sheep Extension Specialist Opening and the Wool Lab.

Jim Brown has written letters to our congressional dele-

•

Pres. Dave McEwen, Secretary Jesse Thompson, and board

gates opposing the sheep station closure and also about the

members Ben Lehfeldt and Kevin Halverson were on hand

encouraging report language passed as part of the House

at the MT Range Days in Red Lodge, MT to cook and serve

Ag Appropriations Bill that includes funding for ARS and the

lamb to the participants.

5

MWGA Legislative Update
Jim Brown, Public Affairs Director
Greetings from a hot and dry Helena. I know you are experiencing the same kind of dog-day summer weather as we
are in the State’s capital city. By the way, the term the
“dog days of summer” refers to the period between July 3rd
and August 11th of each year. This period is named for the
star Sirius, also known as “the Dog Star”, located in the
constellation of Canis Major—which translates in Latin to
mean the "greater dog." The ancient Greek civilizations
thought Sirius caused summer’s hot temperatures, sleeping
discomfort, sickness and drought.
If the Greeks were correct, Montanans can blame the Dog
Star for this year’s drought conditions. As you likely know,
and as some of you are clearly experiencing first hand, parts
of Montana, particularly the northeast portion of the Treasure State, are experiencing some of the worst drought conditions in the country. Almost 350 miles of Montana are
presently designated as being in “extreme drought.” If you
are one of those who has had their crops or hay fields hit by
drought conditions, you should know that in June Governor
Bullock declared a state of emergency for counties located
in the northcentral and eastern parts of the State and has
directed that state agencies take measures to help alleviate
the economic harm being done to Montana’s agriculture
industry by the weather conditions. In addition, the U.S.
Department of Agriculture has authorized emergency grazing on Conservation Reserve Program lands in Montana. A

copy of the Governor’s emergency declaration is included in
this edition of the magazine for your review.
The Association appreciates the efforts being taken by both
the State of Montana and the Federal Government on behalf of Montana agriculture. If you have not already done
so, and you are suffering from drought conditions, we encourage you to look into the relief measures discussed
above. The Association will be happy to help connect you
with a government office and/or agent.
Turning now policy matters. With the conclusion of the
2017 Montana legislative session, the Association’s policy
work has focused on the national level. In March, the Association’s President, Dave McEwen, and several other MWGA
members traveled to Washington, D.C. to meet with Montana’s congressional delegation on issues important to the
industry.
I am pleased to write that our advocacy efforts are bearing
fruit. As I write this, the U.S. House of Representatives just
passed the fiscal year 2018 agriculture appropriations bill.
The bill, as passed, overturns the Trump Administration’s
efforts to shut down the U.S. Sheep Experiment Station
(USSES) located in Dubois, Idaho. The appropriations
measure would maintain the current funding level of the
Dubois, Idaho station, which is around $2.1 million. In addition to fully funding the USSES, the House of Representatives has included language in the appropriations measure that not only expresses Congress’ continued support for the facility and
the important research done there, it also included language directing the Department of
Agriculture to promptly fill the two open research scientist positions at the facility.
Further, there has been some progress on reforming the Equal Access to Justice Act. As
the reader likely knows, the EAJA is and has
been used by self-styled environmental groups
as the basis to file countless federal lawsuits
against federal government agencies, ranging
from the U.S. Forest Service to the USSES.
This federal act has resulted in sue-and-settle
environmental law firms springing up through6

MWGA Legislative Update
Jim Brown, Public Affairs Director
out the West, including in Bozeman, and suits filed by
these law firms effectively lock up millions of acres of public land for multiple and beneficial use of public lands. The
Association has been for the last several years pushing for
Congress to enact legislation that makes publicly available
the amount of taxpayer money that has been paid to
these special interest environmental groups and to the
attorneys who represent them. I am pleased to write that
the House of Representatives earlier this year passed legislation to do just that—to make public the tens of millions
of dollars that are paid by you, through the federal government, to obstructionist groups such as Western Watersheds, as a result of the steady stream of lawsuits brought
against federal agencies under the EAJA. The bill, which is
numbered H.R. 1033, has not been considered by the Senate as of yet. I am hopeful with a new administration in
power that this bill will finally be signed into law.

often enough—how critical MWGA’s grassroots advocacy
is to the success of MWGA’s and ASI’s regulatory and legislative efforts. We here at MWGA count on our membership to tell our elected officials your stories, and your policy needs. That’s why it is vital that everyone affiliated with
the Association step up, stand up, and speak up. If we
don’t, nobody else will speak on behalf of Montana’s
sheep industry. That’s why we hope to see you in Helena
during the 2019 Montana legislative session, and in Washington, D.C. in March of 2018 with ASI to jointly leverage
and build upon the Association’s legislative and policy suc-

cesses.
On behalf of the MWGA Board and its offers, we here at
the Association look forward to working on your behalf
during the last half 2017, and we promise to keep the
ground shaking in terms of our efforts to make the
MWGA an even stronger Association.

These positive legislative and policy developments on behalf of the Station specifically, and the industry generally,
could not be achieved without having the full support of
our two senators, Senators Steve Daines and Jon Tester,
and our new House member, Greg Gianforte. All three
members of the delegation have been strong supporters
of Montana’s sheep and wool industry. And, in turn, we
recognize and thank them for their efforts on our behalf.

James Brown, MWGA Policy Director

2017

The Association has also been monitoring the interim session work being performed by the Montana Legislature.
One piece of legislation from the 2017 session that the
MWGA is tracking closely is the bill to study the operations
of the labs, including the Wool Lab, located on the campus
of Montana State University—Bozeman. The bill is designed to have the Legislature look at the feasibility of
building a combined lab complex at MSU. Since the end of
the legislative session, the Legislature has gone to work
on naming persons who will serve on the study committee
created by that bill. Given the importance of the Wool Lab
and its operation to MWGA’s membership, the Association
will keep a keen eye on this bill and on the work of the
study committee as it moves forward.

Gibbs Range Rams

This work on the part of the Association on both the federal and state level brings me to a big point not talked about
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MWGA ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
Please support the Businesses Supporting Our Industry
Gold Level
Bank of Baker-Baker, MT
Big Dry Angus-Jordan, MT
Center of the Nation Wool-Belle Fourche, SD
& Billings, MT
Custom Ag Solutions, Crowley, WY
Great Plains Wool Company-Bighorn, WY
Jack and Kathryn McRae-Jordan, MT
Montana Targhee Association
Miles City Chamber of Commerce, Miles City, MT
Public Auction Yards-Billings, MT
Stockman Bank-Miles City, MT
Frontline Ag Solutions, MT
Western Ranch Supply-Billings, MT
Silver Level
Lextron, Inc.-Billings, MT
Bison Bar-Miles City, MT
First Interstate Bank-Miles City, MT
Hilary Gietzen Shearing-Minot, ND
Garfield County Bank-Jordan, MT
Babe McDonald-Cohagen, MT
Marcha Labs-Terry, MT
McWilliams Shearing & Supplies-Miles City, MT
Montana Livestock Ag Credit-Helena, MT
Miles City Livestock Commission-Miles City, MT
Northwest Farm Credit-Billings, MT
Nickels Gaming, Bob Gilbert-Helena, MT
Hipolito Sanchez-Lancaster, MO
Schuldt Services-Chinook, MT
Bronze Level
Anderson & Zurmuehlen & Co.-Helena, MT
Bank of the Rockies-White Sulfur Springs, MT
Brockway Supper Club, Brockway, MT
Cayuse Livestock Co.-Melville, MT
Citizens Bank & Trust Co.-Big Timber, MT
Comfort Inn-Miles City, MT
Debby Cornwell-Glasgow, MT
Curtis Farm and AutoCarquest-Circle, Plentywood, Scobey, Wolfpoint
Duane Sparks Chevrolet, Inc-Lewistown, MT
Gene Surber and Associates-Belgrade, MT
Gordon & Marilyn Darlinton-Three Forks, MT
Farm Credit Services-Miles City, MT
Farmers Elevator-Circle, MT
First Interstate Bank-Billings, MT
First State Bank-Malta, MT
Fleet Supply-Lewistown, MT
Fred Wacker Agency-Miles City, MT

Rachel Frost-Livingston, MT
Hawkins Veterinary Service-Dillon, MT
Hinnaland Trucking Inc.-Circle, MT
Holiday Inn Express-Miles City, MT
Insurance Store, Inc.-Baker, MT
Jim Hoover-Columbus, MT
Judish Spraying Service-Conrad, MT
Justin Martinell-Dell, Mt
Roger King-Augusta, MT
Kopren Sheep Shearing-Bison, SD
Rodney Kott-Bozeman, MT
Arville & Elaine Lammers-Shawmut, MT
Lazy AM Ranch, Inc.-Richey, MT
Lewistown Honda-Lewistown, MT
Marias River Livestock Association
Miles City Veterinary Service-Miles City, MT
Matador Ranch, Fred Itcaina-Malta, MT
Babe McDonald-Miles City, MT
Don McKamey-Great Falls, MT
Mills Auction Service-Boyes, MT
Lucille Molinari-Hamilton, MT
Montana Farm Bureau Federation-Bozeman, MT
Montana Trappers Assn.-Ovando, MT
Jim Moore-Stanford, MT
North Valley Grazing District-Glasgow, MT
Phalen Ranch Company-Ismay, MT
Pioneer Insurance Agency,-Fort Benton, MT
Q’s Quality Wood Work-Huson, MT
Steadman Hardware-Miles City, MT
Stuart & Virginia Reynolds-Havre, MT
Reynolds Market-Miles City, MT
Selle Livestock-Billings, MT
Shobe Auction & Realty-Lewistown, MT
Snowy Mountain Motors-Lewistown, MT
Stockman Bank-Billings & Miles City, MT
Lisa Surber-Bozeman, MT
Tradewinds Shopper-Jordan, MT
Torgerson’s, LLC-Lewistown, MT
Maurice Tunby-Baker, MT
Rolph Tunby-Plevna, MT
Waterland Shearing-Alzada, MT
Watts and Associates-Billings, MT
Westfeeds, Inc.-Billings/Miles City, MT
JH Construction-Dillon, MT
Careless Creek Ranch, Leon Lammers-Judith Gap, MT
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Wildlife Services Discussion on Grizzly Bears
John Steuber, State Director
Grizzly bears have been in the news in Montana lately. On June 30, 2017, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service published the final rule in the Federal Register to delist the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem (GYE)
population of grizzly bears. The Final rule took effect July 30, 2017. This delisting does not affect the
Northern Continental Divide Ecosystem (NCDE) population of grizzly bears. Grizzly bears were first listed
as a threatened species under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) on July 28, 1972. The GYE population
was delisted March 29, 2007 then relisted by court order on September 21, 2009.
Grizzly bears have been expanding their range in Montana for a number of years. This year wandering
grizzly bears were sited near Tiber Dam, in the Big Belt Mountains northeast of White Sulphur Springs,
and near Stanford. The pair of 2-year old male grizzly bears near Stanford got in trouble earlier this
month. USDA Wildlife Services confirmed that they had killed 1 calf on one ranch and 3 additional calves
on an adjacent ranch. At the request of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Montana Fish, Wildlife and
Parks, USDA Wildlife Services captured both offending bear on the day after the livestock depredations
were confirmed. USDA Wildlife Services transferred custody of the healthy, live bears to Montana Fish,
Wildlife and Parks. All of the bears mentioned in this paragraph are part of the NCDE population which
will were not delisted July 30, 2017. The NCDE population of grizzly bears remain listed as threatened under the ESA.

The presence of grizzly bears significantly limits
predator damage management tools available to
USDA Wildlife Services for conducting coyote damage management. When grizzly bears inhabit an area, USDA Wildlife Services cannot use M-44’s or
neck snares for capturing coyotes that are depredating on livestock except for December 1 through
February 28 when the bears are sleeping.
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MWGA Update
Jesse Thompson, MWGA Executive Secretary
As I write this, I’m already beginning to feel fall weather in the air. I’m hoping that the change in
weather brings much needed moisture to our state, not only to put out the destructive wildfires burning
but to aid in the severe drought that cripples much of Montana.
On July 13th, MWGA board members (plus a few past MWGA presidents) met with Dr. Pat Hatfield
and Jeff Bader of MSU. Here is an update from that meeting: The sheep extension position will be advertised sometime in September/October and hopefully have someone on board by January 1. The job announcement will be written to “cast a wide net” include tenure track at the associate level (over five
years’ experience), the assistant level (new PhD.), and at the MS level (extension associate). The position
will be something like 85% extension and 15% research. Wool Lab: In the past months, the wool lab has
served 188 producers—2,500 in-state samples and 2,300 out of state samples. Turnaround time is 1-2 days
with the exception being May where the longest it was 7 days. Currently, they are receiving samples at
11am and results are sent by 2pm. Note: Remember when you are calling the wool lab and leaving a message to please include your full name and phone number. Other MSU Updates: MSU will not be conducting a ram test this year. MSU will have rams for sale at the Montana Ram Sale. There will be a Wool Grower Advisory Meeting sometime in October and Ag week is in early November this year.
With this loss of our MSU Sheep Extension Specialist comes a whole new set of challenges. One of
those challenges being the Let’s Grow Grant that we received in May 2016 to fund the Next Generation
Wool Grower Program. MWGA partnered with MSU Extension on this grant. Without a leader from MSU
Extension to help with the planning and educational part of the program, we were forced to ask for an
extension from the Let’s Grow committee to use the funds. What this means is that MWGA and MSU Extension will hold off on planning any Next Generation Wool Grower Program Events until MSU hires a new
sheep extension specialist. With any luck, they should have someone in place by early 2018. We apologize
for the delay on this program but we encourage all who were involved in that program to attend other
educational MWGA/MSU Extension Events.
MWGA has been working hard these last couple months to plan the 92nd Annual Montana Ram
Sale and the 4th Annual Montana Ewe Sale. I encourage everyone to check out the online sale catalog
once it becomes available on or around September 1st at www.frontierstockyards.com or
www.mtsheep.org.
Also, please note that the USSES is having a ram sale on August 20th, 2017 at 11:00am. They will be
offering 50-60 rams between 16 months and 2.5 years old. Breeds offered will be Targhee, Rambouillet,
Polypay, and Composites.

When: October 13-15, 2017
Where: Helena, MT
Who: Ages 18-40
What: Look forward to area ag tours, entertainment,
workshops, speakers, entrepreneur spotlights, and
much, much more! For more information, visit mfbf.org
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We wish all MT Ewe and Ram Sale Consignors
good luck at this years sales!
Reliable Market Information - Two Full Service Warehouses - Year-Round Marketing Opportunities

Scott Lammers

Larry Prager

Billings, Montana

Belle Fourche, SD

(406) 245-9112

(800) 528-2057
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92nd Annual Montana Ram Sale
4th Annual Montana Ewe Sale
September 13 & 14, 2017
Eastern Montana Fairgrounds
(42 Garryowen Road)
Miles City, Montana

Schedule of Events
Sept 1, FRI

Ram and Ewe Sale Catalogs Available Online
http://frontierstockyards.com/
www.mtsheep.org

Sept 12, TUES

Online buyers for ram and ewe sale should be registered online

Sept 13, WEDS

7am
Ram and most ewe consignments available for viewing
10am-4pm
Montana State University Sheep Seminar
Eastern Montana Fairgrounds
“Moving to the Future: Where is my flock going?”
12noon-Lamb BBQ
Mike Schuldt-Ram Selection History
Dr. Megan Van Emon-Flock Assessment
Dr. Tom Murphy-The Numbers: What do the mean?
Roundtable Discussion-Ram Selection Based on Real Situation and Numbers
Barn Visit-Hands-on Ram Selection Activity
5pm Social
Appetizers and Cash Bar
6pm 4th Annual Montana Ewe Sale
585 Ewe Lambs and Yearlings

Sept 14, THUR

11am-2pm Lamb lunch in the Sale Barn
Noon Sharp ~ 92nd Annual Montana Ram Sale
~300 Range Ready Rams

Buyers: Thank-you again for your continued support of the Montana Ram and Ewe Sales. We will not
yet be accepting credit or debit cards, so remember the check book. Make sure to register for a bidder
number and enjoy the meal in the sale barn on Thursday from 11 am till 2 pm. Your bidder number will
work for either the ram or ewe sale. Ewes may be loaded out after the sale on Wednesday night or before 11 am on Thursday morning.
Internet Bidders: Please register online at least one day prior to the sale to familiarize yourself with the
set up. If you just want to watch the sale online, you still have to register as a bidder. Some mobile devices are not well adapted to video software, so if possible use a laptop.
***A drawing will be held for (2) $250 Gift Certificates off your ram sale purchase at the conclusion of the
ram sale. Buyers must be present to win. ***
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92nd Annual Montana Ram Sale Offerings
Consignors

Breed

Total Consignment

Montana Sheep Company
Hughes Newford Company
Skull Creek Targhees
Sam Ortmann
Ian McRae
Dallas Sheep Outfit
Carolyn Green
McRae Brothers Targhee
Montana State University
Tunby Targhees
Aiden Fouhy
Heinrich Ortmann

Targhee
Targhee
Targhee
Targhee
Targhee
Targhee
Targhee
Targhee
Targhee
Targhee
Targhee
Targhee

7 Range Rams, 1 Stud Ram

Helle Rambouillet
Lehfeldt Rambouillet

Rambouillet
Rambouillet

25 Range Rams

Helle Rambouillet
Langhus SAMM

Rambouillet Cross
South African Meat Merinos

7 Range Rams
3 Range Rams

Langhus Columbias

Columbias

2 Range Rams

Last Chance Merinos

Merino

4 Range Rams

Heart Lazy P Suffolks
Kim Knutson
Dawe Suffolks
Gibbs Range Rams

Suffolk
Suffolk
Suffolk
Suffolk

9 Ram Lambs
5 Ram Lambs
6 Ram Lambs
4 Ram Lambs

Gibbs Range Rams
Heart Lazy P Suffolks

Hampshire X Suffolk
Hampshire X Suffolk

8 Ram Lambs
3 Ram Lambs

Targhee
Targhee
Targhee

3 Range Rams
3 Range Rams
3 Range Rams

35 Range Rams
25 Range Rams
10 Range Rams
10 Range Rams
12 Range Rams
25 Range Rams, 1 Stud Ram

25 Range Rams
3 Range Rams
20 Range Rams
4 Range Rams
10 Range Rams

8 Range Rams, 1 Stud, 1 Test

New Consignors
Clover Meadows
Ben & Caroline Roeder
Frontrange Sheep Company
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Montana Ram and Ewe Sales Offer Something for Everyone
Jesse Thompson, MWGA Executive Secretary
With fall approaching, all eyes turn to Miles City, home of the 92nd Annual Montana Ram Sale and the 4th
Annual Montana Ewe Sale. Consignors have been busy collecting the final data and sorting rams and ewes for the
sale. We have a packed schedule planned for the 13th-14th of September. Montana State University will hold the
MSU Sheep Seminar on Wednesday, from 10am-2pm at the Eastern Montana Fairgrounds in Miles City. This year’s
program will focus on ram selection by the numbers. Participants will utilize the Let’s Grow NSIP Ram Selection
Program that was developed in 2015. This seminar will continue with hands-on ram selection activities after lunch.
We’ve shortened the length of the seminar so that producers have a chance to walk around the barns and take a
look at the ewes that will be for sale later that night. Right there in the Agri-Sports Complex, the social will kick off
at 5pm. There will be a cash bar available so come early! The ewe sale starts at 6 pm. These are Montana born and
bred ewes and ewe lambs from reputation ranches. Most of these ewes are out of rams purchased at the Montana Ram Sale in previous years and some of the lots have NSIP data and are registerable. There is more information on Page 30 about the 4th Annual MT Ewe Sale.
On Thursday morning, buyers will return to the fairgrounds to look over the 300 range ready rams for this year’s
Montana Ram Sale. This sale has emerged as a national leader on providing scrapie codon, NSIP data, production records, ribeye scans, and micron results so that buyers know exactly what they’re bidding on. There aren’t many that can
say that they have a sale that provides the data and genetics that we have provided for several years running now. There
are several different breeds available from 21 different consignors from around the state. Each and every ram is thoroughly vet checked prior to the sale. Lunch will be held prior and during the sale from 11 am-2 pm. I know that everyone
is in a hurry to get on the road but you’re going to want to
stick around until the end of the sale this year. For every
ram bought, we will put your name into a drawing for two
gift certificates of $250 off your ram sale purchase! Buyers
must be present to win.

Can’t make it to the sale? We’ve got a solution to
your problem. Both sales will be streamed live online
with live bidding options available on the Frontier Livestock Website. This is our 5th year making the sales available for online bidding and have had several rams and a
handful of ewe lots bought online in the past. If you
would like to see if you can make in-state transportation
arrangements prior to the sale, please call the Ram Sale
Manager, Jesse Thompson, at (406) 450-3429. We will
try our best to get those ewes and rams a ride home for
you, but we can’t promise anything. Watch for both sale
catalogs to be online after September 1 on the Montana
Woolgrowers Association Website: www.mtsheep.org
and Frontier Stockyards Website:
www.frontierstockyards.com. Lamb and wool prices
are looking great and we hope to see you in Miles City in
September!
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Memories from
Wool Grower
Campout 2017
Whitlash, MT
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Wool Wanderings with Lisa
By Lisa Surber, PhD, American Sheep Industry Raw Wool Services
It’s Ram Sale season across the west. Buyers are seeking high quality seed stock that will potentially influence their flocks for
years to come. Sheep and wool producers in this region take a great deal of pride in the lambs and wool they produce. It all
starts with the rams selected and often these rams are purchased from sales, either at auction or private treaty. It pays to ask
questions and demand data! Many Ram Sales are offering more and more data to aid buyers in their choices. In this edition of
Wool Wanderings, we will discuss objective measurement of wool and what is important for buyers to know.
Although subjective measurements of wool to determine its quality and value (i.e. grade) has been practiced within the sheep
industry for decades, the way the industry measures fiber diameter has been modified and changed with advances in wool
technology. When utilized properly, objective fiber testing can be a powerful marketing and selection tool. It allows breeder
to make selections and track improvements in breeding programs. Both commercial and seedstock producers can find value in
testing wool samples from individual animals. An objective measure of fiber diameter is important from a buyer’s perspective
because it gives them an actual micron and not one person’s opinion of grade.
All agree that fiber diameter is important value determining factor of wool and thus should be included in selection programs.
Finer is not always better but for any particular type of sheep whether Rambouillet, Targhee, or Columbia there is wool fiber
diameter that is too fine or too coarse. Those values vary by the type of sheep and the breeding objectives of the producer.
Know what your flock is in terms of micron and whether your core test results merit a change.
Fiber diameter is a function of both genetics and environmental conditions such as nutrition of the animal. Nutrition can play a
huge role. As the plane of nutrition increases wool micron will get coarser. When a potential buyers looks at the raw micron
value of a ram he/she should really examine the condition of that ram. Rams that have been fed up and are in really good condition (maybe even fat) for ram sales will be the coarsest they will ever be in their life and under range conditions will get finer.
A buyer must also ask the seller if the micron reported is a first shear (lamb) micron or where the sample was taken within the
last month or two prior to the sale. Lamb microns will likely be much finer (maybe as much as 3-4 microns) than a more recent
micron. A more recent micron will reflect the genetics but also the feed program that the ram has been developed under.
Another indication of fiber diameter is the micron estimated breeding value (EBV). A ram with a fiber diameter EBV of 0 is average for the Targhee breed and equates to a clip micron of around 22 microns. Negative fiber diameter EBV will producer offspring that are finer, positive micron EPV will produce offspring that are coarser. Although yearling fiber diameter may be
different than adult fiber diameter, an evaluation conducted several years ago by the Montana Wool Lab and Dr. Dave Notter
at Virginia Tech. showed that in genetic evaluation this measurement was accurate and sufficient for selection purposes.
Taking a representative sample: For selection purposes, micron testing can be run on samples taken from individual sheep. The
most common and most representative sampling location is on the side of the animal, at the mid-side (behind the shoulder and
in front of the hip) of the animal (See Figure 1). Research has shown that this sample will best reflect the average fiber diameter of the animal. Some people take a sample at the britch as well as the side, just above the flank level and halfway between
the flack and the rear of the sheep, to get a better idea of the variability of the fleece. However, recent research has shown
that most of the variability within a fleece is within the staple itself. Previous research at MSU and other universities suggest
that a measurement taken on the side of the animal is the best indicator of the average micron of the entire fleece. Extreme
variability between the britch and the side can usually be assessed visually. A research project conducted at MSU with Targhee
fleeces indicated that removal of britches from fleeces prior to processing had no affect on wool top fiber diameter variability.
Figure 1. Sampling location

Figure 2. Example of a Micron Profile

SIDE
BRITCH

OFDA2000: The
OFDA2000 is a field
unit leased from the American Sheep Industry Association. The sample size needed for OFDA2000 testing is a lock of wool
about the diameter of your index finger. OFDA2000 is the robust, lightweight, fully portable for general-purpose fiber measurement. OFDA2000 can provide rapid (<30 seconds), accurate and precise diameter measurement along the length of greasy
18

Wool Wanderings with Lisa (Continued from Pg 18)
By Lisa Surber, PhD, American Sheep Industry Raw Wool Services
wool staples. Fibers in greasy staples are coated with a varying thickness of grease, dirt and sweat. The OFDA2000 automatically corrects for the grease factor, utilizing a formula established after exhaustive analysis of Australian and New Zealand
flocks. However, because average grease levels vary slightly from flock to flock, it is recommended to determine a grease correction factor for each group of samples to be measured at the beginning of testing or to test samples on a clean (degreased)
basis.
The OFDA2000 has the ability to generate a considerable amount of data relating to the wool sample tested. Measurements
include:
Average Fiber Diameter (Micron): The average fiber diameter of the tested sample expressed in microns. It is the average of
a large number individual fiber measurements. It is the major factor that determines the wools end-use.
Distribution of Fiber Diameter
The terms standard deviation (SD) and coefficient of variation (CVD) are used to describe variability of fiber diameter of wool.
They are different ways of looking at the same thing. Although the average fiber diameter is the major price determinant for
wool, the degree of fiber diameter variation in a clip or individual fleeces has an effect on wool
Spin
processing. Wools with higher average fiber diameters and lower CVD’s have been found to
Micron
Count
produce yarns with properties similar to wools with lower average fiber diameters and higher
CVD’s.
Finer Under 17.70
Standard Deviation is a statistic which measures the distribution of measurements around the
than
average fiber diameter. The smaller the SD, the more uniform the diameters of the individual
80s
fibers measured. About 2/3 of all fibers measured, fall within the average fiber diameter plus or
80s
17.70 – 19.14 minus one SD. Generally, the finer the average fiber diameter the smaller the SD.
70s
19.15 – 20.59 Coefficient of Variation of fiber diameter is a measure of the variation in fiber diameter within a
fleece sample, relative to the average (or mean) fiber diameter. The higher the CVD, the more
64s
20.60 – 22.04 variable the sample. This statistic is useful when comparing the variances between two lots of
62s
22.05 – 23.49 wool with differing means.

60s
58s
56s

23.50 – 24.94
24.95 – 26.39
26.40 – 27.84

Percentage of fibers less than 30 micron (comfort factor): The percentage of fiber greater than
30 microns (%>30) is the prickle factor. This data is of interest because it shows the coarse edge
that determines the final use of the fiber. Fabric from wool with 95% or more of the fibers 30
microns or less will not be scratchy.

Good luck finding and purchasing your perfect ram this buying season.
Let’s hope for rain to bring us good fall moisture. Please contact me with
comments, questions, or concerns at lisa@sheepusa.org
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CVD

Standard Of Uniformity

Under 21%
21% - 27 %
Over 27%

Excellent
Average
Poor

20

5 Ewe Lambs and
5 Ram Lambs for Your
Consideration

“Nina and I would like to invite
sheep producers looking to buy performance rams to the Montana
Ram Sale this September at Miles
City, Montana. We have been buying rams each year for almost 40
years and have always been well
pleased with the quality of the rams
offered. Using EPD’s, visual appraisal, and posing questions to the consignors have given us an excellent
picture of what we were buying. Whether a buyer is focusing on
lamb or wool production or both
they can be confident that their purchase will enhance their own ewe
flock as it has done for ours. Also,
don’t forget the commercial ewe
sale – a great opportunity to expand your flock and your genetic
base.”
-John and Nina Baucus
Sieben Ranch
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MWGA Board Member Ben Lehfeldt Chosen to
Participate in REAL Montana Class
Twenty current and emerging leaders from Montana’s natural resource industries have been competitively selected to
take part in Class III of REAL Montana (Resource Education and Agriculture Leadership). Class III will begin their leadership journey on September 7, 2017 at their first seminar in Bozeman.
“REAL Montana continues to strengthen its mission of building a network of informed and engaged leaders to advance
the natural resource industries in Montana. The individuals selected for Class III are a diverse group of leaders who will
offer a variety of perspectives and experiences. We look forward to the next two years," says Howard Skjervem, chairman of the REAL Montana Advisory Board and Class I graduate.
Class III participants are:
• Jack Alexander, Belgrade: Range Management Consultant and President of Synergy Resource Solutions
• Bradley Cook, Helena: Certified Public Accountant, Partner, and Agriculture Practice Leader at Wipfli, LLP
• Bonita Cremer, Melville: Owner of Sweet Grass Land & Cattle, LLC
• Shawn Erickson, Hobson: Retail Account Manager with DuPont Crop Protection
• Kimberly Gibbs, Miles City: Agriculture Instructor at Miles Community College
• Lynda Grande, Columbus: Vice President of Grande Ranch Company
• Karen Helfrich, Butte: Environmental Engineer with Pioneer Technical Services
• Kevin Kanduch, Philipsburg: Logger at Kanduch Logging, Inc.
• Ben Lehfeldt, Lavina: Rancher and Partner in Lehfeldt Rambouillets
• Andy Lundquist, Dillon: Branch Manager for Northwest Farm Credit Services
• Bridger Mahlum, Helena: Government Relations Director with the Montana Chamber of Commerce
• Rose Malisani, Cascade: Agriculture Extension Agent with MSU Extension
• Sarah Norcott, Helena: Corporate Counsel for NorthWestern Energy
• Lexi Palagi, Great Falls: Marketing Representative for Calumet Montana Refining
• Christian Rohloff, Great Falls: Regional Precision Agriculture Manager for CHS
• Lori Shaw, Colstrip: Co-founder and Director of Colstrip United
• Jillien Streit, Chester: CFO and Owner of Stricks Ag
• Brian Thompson, Helena: Associate Attorney with Browning, Kaleczyc, Berry and Hoven, PC
• Jeff Welborn, Dillon: Owner of Stock Drive Trailer Sales and State Legislator
• Alysha Wilson, Ringling: Office Manager at Tintina Resources
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NRCS Offers Wildfire Recovery Assistance to Ag Producers in Montana
Bozeman, Mont., Aug. 1, 2017— The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is offering technical and financial assistance to agricultural landowners impacted by 2017 wildfires across Montana.
NRCS is accepting applications for its Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) to assist with livestock grazing deferment, damaged fence and post removal, livestock fencing, water facility development,
critical area plantings, and cover crops. NRCS accepts conservation program applications year-round;
however, applications for 2017 wildfire recovery funding must be submitted by Aug. 15, 2017.
“NRCS in Montana is prepared to assist landowners in dealing with the effects of wildfires and dry weather conditions,” said Lisa Coverdale, NRCS state conservationist for Montana. “We want to work with landowners to help them address fire related resource concerns on their farm or ranch operations.”
High winds, low humidity, and prolonged dry conditions led to the summer wildfires in several Montana
counties, and many landowners are faced with making plans for recovery after the wildfires.
Landowners impacted by recent wildfires are encouraged to contact their local NRCS office to seek assistance. NRCS can provide technical and financial assistance to install measures that address resource concerns caused by the wildfires. “We want to provide assistance that will help landowners and livestock
producers accelerate the recovery of affected agricultural land and rebuild their infrastructure,” Coverdale said.
Landowners should visit their local NRCS office to apply for EQIP. Applications will be ranked, and those
approved for funding will be offered a contract. Additional fire-related information can be found on the
Montana NRCS website at www.mt.nrcs.usda.gov.
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NOTICE:
The MWGA Board of Directors, at the direction of President Dave
McEwen, have set up a Promotion Committee for promotion and
outreach of the MWGA. The committee would consist of no less than
5 and no more than 9 members. Members would be selected from
each of the 4 MWGA districts. This proposed committee will be presented to the general membership at the 134th Annual Convention in
December 2017 for a vote.
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Montana Rancher Suffers Severe Burns during Fires
-Taken from Garfield County DES Facebook Page
Quietly in our county, beyond the media coverage and incredible lack of injuries on the Lodgepole
Complex, another family was directly affected by the original fire...and another fire that followed. This
couple aided in fire efforts and his wife designed the Montana Strong Lodgepole Complex shirts with the
schoolhouse & elk design hours before the accident. With the blessing of the family and encouragement
of the community, the following statement was crafted by friends to go public with the story as many
have asked to help:
“Garfield County, Montana-the site of the recent Lodgepole Complex Fire, where 270,200 acres of
land, buildings, fences, livestock, & families were affected by disaster, is also the site where a local family
man was burned in the cab of his Spra-Coupe.
In the supportive attitude of Garfield County, this farmer/rancher spent sleepless days and nights
helping fight the devastation being caused by this fire. Afterwards, he went back to his farm to tend to
the needs of his crops. While he was inside, the couple suddenly became engulfed in flames, causing extreme burns to his face and arms before he was able to get out of it. The severity of the injuries necessitated him to be taken by life-flight from Miles City, MT to a burn center in Greeley, CO.
The expense of the needed medical care as well as his inability to work on the farm for an extended period, has placed a great burden upon this young man, his wife, and their four children. To help defray the tremendous costs of ground and air medical transportation, a fund has been set up at the Garfield County Bank in Jordan, MT.
Please help this family with a donation to the Colin McWilliams Medical Fund c/o Garfield County
Bank, PO Box 6, Jordan, MT 59337 or by calling (406) 557-2201. “

MWGA Note: Colin McWilliams is a new consignor to the Montana Ewe
Sale and a new member of the Montana Wool Growers Association. Hughes
Newford Co. from Standord, MT will be donating one ewe to be sold at the
beginning of the 4th Annual Montana Ewe Sale with proceeds going to the
Colin McWilliams Medical Fund. Thank you Hughes Newford for this kind gesture.
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New and Returning Consignors Looking Forward to 4th Annual
Montana Ewe Sale
Cheryl Schuldt, Ewe Sale Manager
All across Montana breeders of quality replacement ewe lambs and yearling ewes are looking forward to bringing their
best offering to Miles City for the 4th Annual Ewe Sale. This year’s sale will be held on Wednesday, September 13 at 6pm
at the Eastern Montana Fairgrounds.
New Consignors joining us this year include Suffolk X Hamp breeder Jeanie Green from Whitewater. Jeanie will be consigning 5 head of ewe lambs. Her club lambs are shown at several county fairs.
We welcome Rebecca McEuen to the whiteface portion of the sale. Rebecca raises American Cormo sheep South of
Broadus and will be consigning 10 head of spring born ewe lambs. The American Cormo are known for their soft, dense
fleeces and desirable maternal traits. She and her immediate family have raised Cormo sheep for over 30 years.
Colin McWilliams of Cohagen is also a new consignor. Colin and his wife Erin and their three young children raise commercial Rambouillet X Targhee sheep on their diversified dryland farm. Their sheep are typical of ewes raised in SE Montana.
No strangers to the Montana Ram Sale, both Sam Ortmann from Wolf Point and Kristin Bieber of Skull Creek Targhees in
Brockway are each bringing Targhee yearling ewes for the first time this year.
Rounding out our new consignors is Kathy McRae of Jordan with a consignment of 10 commercial yearling Targhee X
Cormo ewes. Kathy has been producing Targhee X Cormo seed stock for several years.
Returning consignors include Henry Hollenbeck of Blue Bell Sheep Company out of Molt with both sheep consigned on
the grounds as well as one full semi-load for country delivery. John and Betty Sampsel, Hughes Newford Co from Stanford; Montana Sheep Company owned by Brent, Tracie, Ben and Caroline Roeder of Ft Shaw; C.A. “Chuck” Dallas of Dallas Sheep Outfit who calls Wilsall home; Lehfeldt Rambouillets represented by Ben Lehfeldt of Lavina will have Rambouillet yearling ewes; Carolyn Green of Green Ranch Targhees in Melville once again will sell Targhee yearlings; Darold
Tomsheck, Tomsheck D&L, Inc in Oilmont returns for his second sale of Targhee yearlings. Scot & Shannon Tamblyn of
Last Chance Merinos in Sheppard, MT bring their second consignment of yearling Merino ewes. Cord Bieber of Bieber
Land, LLC in Brockway has also consigned Targhee yearlings this year.
Black Face breeders Dana Penrod of Heart Lazy
P in Miles City and Kim Knutson of Knutson
Suffolk in Clyde Park will bring their Suffolk ewe
lambs as in the past.
Be watching for the on-line ewe sale catalog
which should be ready on or before September
1. The ewe and ram sale on-line catalog can be
viewed at frontierstockyards.com. Buyers need
to register at least one day in advance of the
sale.
Sale day phone numbers: Frontier Stockyards
406-853-0539; 406-951-2593 or 406-951-3005;
Cheryl Schuldt, Ewe Sale Manager 406-9540404; Cord Bieber, Ewe Sale Chairman 406-9393200.
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4th Annual Montana Ewe Sale Offerings
Consignor

Breed

Total Consignment

Rebecca L. McEuen
Lehfeldt Rambouillets
Dallas Sheep Outfit
Tomsheck D&L Inc
Jeanie Green
Last Chance Merinos
Heart Lazy P Suffolks
Skull Creek Targhees
Bieber Land LLC
Kathy McRae
Knutson Suffolk
Henry Hollenbeck
Green Ranch Targhee
Sam Ortmann
Hughes Newford Co
Montana Sheep Co.
Colin McWilliams

American Cormo Ewe Lambs
Rambouillet Yearling Ewes
Targhee Yearling Ewes
Targhee Yearling Ewes
Suffolk X Hamp Ewe Lambs
Merino Yearling Ewes
Suffolk Ewe Lambs
Targhee Yearling Ewes
Targhee Yearling Ewes
Targhee X Cormo Yearling Ewes
Suffolk Ewe Lambs
Ramb. X Targhee Yearling Ewes
Targhee Yearling Ewes
Targhee Yearling Ewes
Targhee Yearling Ewes
Targhee Yearling Ewes
Ramb. X Targhee Yearling Ewes

10
10
10
40
5
10
5
10
30
10
5
320
40
20
20
10
30

“Purchasing sheep via internet, phone, or video is not difficult, but is a convenience of economics for me on distant
purchases. It saves me time and cost of travel. I use this technology whenever I look at distance purchases of reputation stock. One does need to know who you are buying from and their stock. Green Ranch Targhees and Montana Sheep Company are not new producers to me. I have purchased their stock before, observed their stock at
shows, met them personally, and even visited their ranch. I do the same for the cattle I purchase. I like what the
cattle industry is doing. They make videos of the consignments before the sale, and even a video sale catalog with
the animal moving and all their data. It’s very helpful when making a selection while doing my homework for my
bull purchases. Then its to the phone or the internet to make my purchases.”
-Michael Hunt, Hunt Family Farms, South Dakota
(Purchased ewes from the 3rd Annual MT Ewe Sale Online through Frontier Livestock’s Website)
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VET TALK with Dr. Laurie Gaugler, DVM
Ovine Progressive Pneumonia Overview
Prevalence
Ovine Progressive Pneumonia or OPP is a slowly progressive viral disease of sheep that may affect several
different organ systems. A USDA sheep study conducted in 2001 measured seroprevalence of OPP and found
36.4 percent of flocks had at least one animal test positive, and 24.2 percent of the animals tested were positive for OPP. Flocks infected with OPP have lower weaning weights from decreased milk production, higher
death losses in aged ewes, and lowered production efficiency due to early culling. Once infected, animals remain infected for life. A general consensus on the economic impact of OPP on a flock has yet to be established.

Clinical Signs
Most sheep with OPP never show any clinical signs. It is a progressive disease so sheep over two years are
more likely to show symptoms. Once an animal starts to show signs, it will ultimately die unless culled. The
earliest signs are progressive weight loss despite normal appetite and exercise intolerance. These animals are
often identified as “lungers” and are thought to have pneumonia which does not respond to antibiotics.
(Oftentimes they do develop a secondary bacterial pneumonia too.) Some ewes develop a “hard bag” with
scant milk that appears normal in color and consistency. When palpating these ewes, the udder seems to be
full of milk. Occasionally the ewe will have enough milk to raise one lamb. Some sheep will develop lameness
or arthritis from OPP. A more rare clinical sign is paralysis from spinal cord or brain involvement.
Transmission
OPP is primarily transmitted through infected colostrum/milk and nasal secretions. Ewes in advanced stages
of the disease affect their lambs more readily than ewes in the early stage of the disease. Saliva, placental fluids, feces, and urine are not thought to be primary routes of infection. Transmission of the virus to lambs
while they are in the uterus occurs at a very low rate. The virus does not survive long in the environment.
Diagnosis
A diagnosis of OPP is made be identifying either the virus or antibody (ELISA or AGID test) in the blood. Care
must be used in correctly interpreting serological results. Lambs less than twelve months of age may have
antibodies acquired passively through colostrum or milk. On post-mortem, lungs often fail to collapse and are
heavy, meaty, with grayish-blue discoloration. Sometimes the lungs are so distended from fibrous tissue that
rib impressions can be seen on the lung surface.
Treatment
There is no treatment or vaccine for OPP.
Eradication/Control
Before eradication/control measures are undertaken, the financial impact of OPP must be assessed at the
flock level by the producer and his or her veterinarian. Serologic testing of the flock at appropriate time intervals, with removal or isolation of infected animals is used to eradicate OPP.
A newer method to eradicating OPP focuses on the replacement ewe lamb and keeping them
free from virus by avoiding contact with the adult flock after weaning. Breeding ewes in
the infected flock are managed as a single unit, regardless of test status. These ewes are
allowed to raise all lambs to weaning. Offspring selected for replacements and found to be OPP
negative 3-4 months post-weaning, but prior to 12 months of age, are permanently segregated
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and re-tested in 4-6 months to confirm their continuing test-negative status. This creates the base for a
100% test-negative flock, with all test-positive adults
culled once adequate test-negative replacements
have been retained. (Please refer to OPPSociety.org
for more
information.)
An alternative to these eradication methods is to exterminate an existing infected flock and repopulate
with sheep that have had at least two negative tests
over the previous two years. If this method is chosen,
producers should clean high concentration areas thoroughly and wait at least one month before repopulating with clean sheep. Eradication is expensive and
may not be practical in some commercial sheep operations in which a high percentage of the flock is infected. At this time, DNA testing for OPP does not appear
to be of value in eradicating the disease from a flock.
Summary
Ovine progressive pneumonia can occur in any breed
of sheep under any management system and environmental condition. However, rates of infection, clinical
signs seen, and economic impact vary greatly. General
control and eradication methods have proven effective if used in the right situations. With the help of a
local veterinarian, a careful analysis of the flock’s historical production, health records, and a producer’s
unique conditions should be performed before a decision on how to eradicate OPP can be made.
Resources:
Wolf, Cindy, DVM. OPP: Fact Sheet. Copyright 2010.
Ovine Progressive Pneumonia: Awareness, Management, and Seroprevalence. USDA APHIS Info Sheet,
2001.
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A Message From Congressman Greg
Gianforte

James Brown Law Firm,

I have had the honor of serving Montanans in the U.S. House of
Representatives for a little over a month. I can safely report that
there is much to do in Washington to get it working for Montanans again.

PLLC

I am committed to returning home each weekend and remaining
connected to Montana and our way of life. Since July, I have visited almost all our state’s 56 counties and have listened to the
concerns of our farmers and ranchers. They’ve told me stories
about the impact of burdensome, unnecessary federal regulations on their livelihoods.
I have been on the ground and seen firsthand how the misapplication of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) and other federal
regulations has harmed our economy, communities, and environment.
I recently visited Surprise Creek Colony in Stanford. Members of
the community showed me where grizzly bears had killed livestock within 100 yards of a school where kids learn and play.
Stanford is 125 miles from the Rocky Mountain Front. This situation exemplifies why we need ESA reform and to fully delist grizzly bears in all of Montana.

Attorney At Law
Meeting your needs in the following areas of
practice, including lobbying and

In addition to pursuing common sense regulatory reforms, I am
also preparing for the Farm Bill, which is set to expire in September 2018. The House Agriculture Committee is already working
hard to rewrite it, and I will be a strong voice for Montana’s
farmers and ranchers as the Farm Bill continues to take shape.
Passing a five-year farm bill before it expires will give farmers
and ranchers greater certainty so they can plan and prepare. We
must also help them by streamlining regulations and providing a
safety net for natural disasters like the drought and fires we are
currently experiencing.

public affairs on behalf of the
Montana Wool Growers Association.

Water Law
Natural Resource Development
Energy Law
Wind Development
Business Law & Litigation

I will continue working to protect the U.S. Sheep Experiment
Station from budget cuts. The Sheep Experiment Station greatly
benefits Montana wool growers. It provides producers with best
practices and with current research so they may better protect
the environment and the health of their herds. I will remain a
strong advocate to protect the U.S. Sheep Experiment Station
and the important work they do.

Grazing Rights Protection
Insurance Coverage
Real Estate
Tax Law
Wills, Estate Planning, & Probate

I want to know how I can best serve the needs of our farmers
and ranchers, which is why I am assembling an advisory committee to represent agriculture. Its members will help address
the challenges the ag community faces as well as identify and
eliminate harmful regulations.

Zoning & Land Use

30 S. Ewing, STE 100
Helena, MT 59601
406-449-7444

I appreciate that the Montana Wool Growers Association effectively promotes the needs of one of our state’s greatest industries, and I value the input I receive from your group and you, its
members.
My door is always open to you. Feel free to reach out to me or
my staff with any questions, concerns, or suggestions. You may
call my Billings office at (406) 969-1736, my Helena office at
(406) 502-1435, or my Washington office at (202) 225-3211.
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In Memory
The Montana Woolgrower’s Memorial Fund
The Montana Woolgrower Memorial Fund (official name “Educational and Research Endowment Fund”) was established in 1983 when over $100 was sent to the association in memory of Miles City sheepman/wool buyer, Duncan
McDonald. A savings account was established for such a purpose and others, wanting to remember longtime sheepmen,
be they friends or relatives, made similar donations.
In 1984 the Board filed the necessary papers to make such gifts tax deductible and a three-person board was appointed to oversee the account. The original board consisted of Don McKamey, Bill Lehfeldt, and Ralph Dreyer.
Funds must be used for educational or research purposes only and cannot be used for expenses of the Woolgrowers Association. The present board consists of Jim Whiteside, chairman, John Baucus, and Bob Lehfeldt.
Those wishing to make a donation should make the check out to Montana Woolgrower Association Memorial
Fund and send it to the Helena office. You will receive a receipt and if the memorial donation is sent in memory of someone, that person’s family will also receive an acknowledgement.

Bill Lehfeldt

Jim Drummond

Bob Gilbert
Center of the Nation Wool, Inc
Sharon & Clyde Parker
Arielle & Elaine Lammers
Jocelyn Brown
Larry & Madge Pilster
Bob & Marie Lehfeldt
John and Nina Baucus
Joe and Aggie Helle
Don & Beverly McKamey
Jack & Kathryn McRae
Kevin & Shirley Halverson
Fred Itcaina

Gordan & Marilyn Darlinton
Kelly Ingalls
John and Nina Baucus
Joe and Aggie Helle
Jack and Kathryn McRae
Kevin & Shirley Halverson

Trent Meyer
John and Nina Baucus
Joe and Aggie Helle
Kevin & Shirley Halverson

Ed Smith
Jack and Kathryn McRae
Bill Lehfledt
John and Nina Baucus

Dr. Bill Hawkins
John and Nina Baucus
Bill Lehfeldt
Gordon & Marilyn Darlinton
Jack & Kathryn McRae
Bob Gilbert
Rebish & Helle Families
Kimberly Laden
Joe and Aggie Helle
Jack & Kathryn McRae

Pat Norton
Jack & Kathryn McRae
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Contact MWGA if you would like to be listed here

Breeder’s Directory
Columbia
MT COLUMBIA SHEEP ASSN.
Raina Blackman, Sec.
2987 Craig Frontage Road
Wolf Creek, MT 59648
(406) 235-4227

TIMBER COULEE COLUMBIAS
Luanne Wallewein
P.O. Box 129
Sunburst, MT 59482
(406) 937-2775
wallywld@northerntel.net

scottblackman1965@gmail.com

BLACKMAN COLUMBIAS
Scott & Raina Blackman
2987 Craig Frontage Road
Wolf Creek, MT 59684
(406) 235-4227
scottblackman1965@gmail.com

CROSSROADS COLUMBIAS
Conner Klick
PO Box 252
Simms, MT 59477
(406) 264-5989
(406) 590-5172
PRAIRIE ISLAND
Jim & Margaret Eller
415 Knapstad Road
Sun River, MT 59483
(406) 264-5426
3ellers@3rivers.net
PAT & BEV GIBBS
513 Van Norman Road
PO Box 382
Jordan, MT 59337
(406) 977-2852
pbgibbs@midrivers.com
DOUG HITCH
P.O. Box 368
Hobson, MT 59452
(406) 423-5651
dhitch@itstriangle.com
LANGHUS COLUMBIAS
Gene and Mary Langhus
147 Main Boulder Road
Big Timber, MT 59011
(406) 932-4718
langhussheep@mtintouch.net

www.langhussheep.com
DOUG & RITA PIERCE
P.O. Box 134
Harlowton, MT 59036
(406) 632-4419
doug-pierce@hotmail.com

DOMINGO LOZANO
198 Nye Road
PO Box 325
Absarokee, MT 59001
(406) 321-2688

Shropshire
CRAGO FAMILY RANCH
Mark and Jennifer Crago
22 Maki Hill Road
Columbus, MT 59019
(406) 322-9935
markcrago@netzero.net
South African Meat Merino
GENE AND MARY LANGHUS
147 Main Boulder Road
Big Timber, MT 59011
(406) 932-4718

HOCHSTRAT COLUMBIAS
Kathy Hochstrat
4021 US Highway 12 West

langhussheep@mtintouch.net

White Sulfur Springs, MT 59645

Suffolk
MONTANA SUFFOLK ASSN.
296 Wyttenhove Lane
Miles City, MT 59301
(406) 232-1060
www.mtsuffolksheep.org

(406) 547-4199
horseshu@itstriangle.com
Hampshire
DAVID AND JENNIFER BRECK
P.O. Box 1331
Big Timber, MT 59011
(406) 932-6404
breckmt@mtintouch.net
EDNA ENGLERT
114 Bridger Fromberg Road
Bridger, MT 59014
(406) 662-3236

www.langhussheep.com

DAWE SUFFOLKS
Robertta & Kevin Dawe
2 Ten Mile Lane
Big Timber, MT 59011
(406) 932-6529
krdawe@itstriangle.com
HEART LAZY P SUFFOLKS
Dana Penrod
51 Perkins Lane
Miles City, MT 59301
(406) 234-2648
heartlazyp@midrivers.com
wwwheartlazypsuffolk.com

LONGVIEW FARM
CLUB LAMBS
Sharon Johnson
2961 Hunters Lane
Stevensville, MT 59870
(406) 396-0618
smmjohnson@cybernet1.com KNUTSON SUFFOLK
Kim Knutson
Rambouillet
P.O. Box 250
HELLE RAMBOUILLETS
Clyde Park, MT 59018
John Helle
(406) 578-9175
1350 Stone Creek Road
kimssuffolks@yahoo.com
Dillon, MT 59725
www.knutsonsuffolks.com
(406) 683-6686
jhelle64@gmail.com
McKAY SUFFOLKS
www.finewoolsheep.com
Bill McKay/Scott McKay

(406) 866-3368/(406) 799-5398

LEHFELDT RAMBOUILLETS
Bob, Marie, Ben, and Jamie
Lehfeldt
P.O. Box 175
Lavina, MT 59046
(406) 636-2731
levi@midrivers.com

P.O. Box 71
Ulm, MT 59485-0071
http://mckaysuffolks.weebly.com/

suffolk406@gmail.com
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MITCHELL’S MILEHIGH RANCH
The Mitchell & Creason Families

142 Pine Creek Road
Livingston, MT 59047
(406) 222-3208
creason@wispwest.net
RATH SUFFOLKS
296 Wyttenhove Lane
Miles City, MT 59301
(406) 232-1060
STEVENS RANCH
Norm and Gail Stevens
P.O. Box 286
Joliet, MT 59041
(406) 962-3558
stevensranch@q.com
www.stevensranchsuffolk.com

Suffolk X Hampshire
GIBBS RANGE RAMS
Pat and Bev Gibbs
513 Van Norman Road
Jordan, MT 59337
(406) 557-2852
pbgibbs@midrivers.com
Texel
LEVEQUE RANCH
Dale and Lilly LeVeque
280 Ten Mile Rd
Cascade, MT 59421
(406) 468-2776
mtlevran@yahoo.com
www.levequeranch.com
Targhee
MT TARGHEE SHEEP ASSN.
Elisha Lewis, secretary
342 Svenson Road
Reed Point, MT 59069
(406) 326-2306
lewisranch@itstriangle.com
LEO BARTHELMESS
25826 Content Road
Malta, MT 59538
(406) 658-2627
ledar@mtintouch.net

SKULL CREEK TARGHEES
Kristin and Cord Bieber
409 Skull Creek Road
Brockway, MT 59214
(406) 672-4471
k.mcrae.bieber@gmail.com
DALLAS SHEEP OUTFIT
Chuck Dallas, Mardy, Cassie, &
Cody Dallas
131 Horse Creek Road South
Wilsall, MT 59086
(406) 578-2159
dallassheep@wildblue.net
CAROLYN I. GREEN
P.O. Box 266
Melville, MT 59055
(406) 537-4472
greenranch@mtintouch.net
HUGHES NEWFORD CO.
John and Betty Sampsel
P.O. Box 558
Stanford, MT 59479
(406) 566-2700
hnco@mtintouch.net
KORMAN RANCH TARGHEES
Ron and Maxine Korman
P.O. Box 162
(406) 648-5536
kormanmax@hotmail.com
LEWIS RANCH
Otis Targhees
Dan and Elisha Otis
342 Svenson Road
Reed Point, MT 59069
(406) 861-0082
lewisranch@itstriangle.com

MONTANA SHEEP COMPANY
Brent, Tracie, Ben, & Caroline
Roeder
950 County Line Road
Fort Shaw, MT 59443
(406) 467-2462
roeder@3rivers.net
ORTMANN TARGHEES
Henry Ortmann
(406) 392-5277
Sam Ortmann
4169 Road 1081
Wolf Point, MT 59201
(406) 392-5356
mtwool@nemontel.net
PAUGH, INC.
Jerry Paugh
525 Coulee Drive
Bozeman, MT 59718
(406) 962-3636
paranch@msn.com

PRUITT TARGHEES
Rachel, Aaron, Ruby, Cora Pruitt

65 Vita Court
Bozeman, MT 59718
(406) 579-0143
pruittbadger@gmail.com
SWEETGRASS TARGHEE
Dylan Laverell
PO Box 1796
Big Timber, MT 59011
(406) 930-0216
laverell.dylan@gmail.com
Merino
LAST CHANCE MERINOS
Scot and Shannon Tamblyn
PO Box 227
Shepherd, MT
(406) 794-1036
(406) 794-5913
hedstrom1974@yahoo.com

SIEBEN LIVE STOCK CO.
Chase T. Hibbard
P.O. Box 835
Helena, MT 59624
(406) 442-1803
chase@siebenranch.com

JEWELL MERINOS
0280 CR 259-A
Rifle, CO 81650
h. (970) 625-1578
C. (970) 379-0397 John
C. (970) 379-9760 Georg Ann
jewellmerinos@gmail.com

TUNBY RANCH
Randy Tunby
P.O. Box 1244
Baker, MT 59313
(406) 772-5627
tunby@midrivers.com

Targhee X Columbia
RAFTER RANCH
Don and Liz Jones
64542 Highway 43
Wise River, MT 59762
(406) 832-3219

FRONT RANGE SHEEP CO.
Justin, Amy, McKinlee, &
Natalee
860 Hwy 431
McRAE BROTHERS TARGHEES Fairfield, MT 59436
Jack and Kathryn McRae
(406) 980-0325
frontrangesheepco@gmail.com
31 McRae Lane
Jordan, MT 59337
CLOVER MEADOWS, LLC
(406) 557-6266
Cal & Julie Ward
jmcrae@midrivers.com
3424 MT Hwy 287
Sheridan, MT 59749
MONTANA AG EXP STATION
(406) 842-5235
Dr. Whit Stewart
clovermeadowsmt@gmail.com
Montana State University
Bozeman, MT 59717
AIDEN FOUHY
(406) 994-3415
258 Butte Creek Road
rkott@montana.edu
Peerless, MT 59253
(406) 939-3911
tcfouhy@nemont.net

White Suffolk
GARY HEILIG
1002 Kirkemindes Rd.
Moore, MT 59464
(406) 374-2313
ghheilig@itstriangle.com
Guard & Working Dogs
Great Pyrenees, Akbash, Komondor, Border Collie, Australian, & Anatolian Shepherds
5-R STOCKDOGS
Marvin Dunster & Carrie Bigelow

326 Covert Lane
Billings, MT 59101
(406) 670-3575
(406) 208-8576
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Sharplaninac, Pyrenees, &
Maremma Guard Dogs
J. KERMIT & SANDY PETERSEN

1411 22nd Ave. N. W.
Sidney, MT 59270
h. (406) 482-3016
C. (406) 480-4193
Spanish Mastiff
LEO BARTHELMESS
25826 Content Road
Malta, MT 59538
(406) 658-2627
ledar@mtintouch.net
Akbash/Great Pyrenees
Triple 9 Ranch
David & Tracy Kelsey
25279 US HWY 191 N
Buffalo, MT 59418
Home (406) 374-2440
Cell (406) 380-2132

Montana Wool Growers Association
Jesse Thompson
PO Box 25
Whitlash, MT 59545
(406) 442-1330
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