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Wool Pools and Buyers Operating In Montana
NE Montana Pool
Plentywood
Casey Osksa
406-286-5557
McCone Pool
Circle
Tandi Kassner
406-485-2605
MonDak Pool
Wibaux
Dave Bertelsen
406-796-2486
Bruce Smith
406-377-4277
Lower Yellowstone Pool
Sidney
Tim Fine
406-433-1206
Highline Pool
Malta
Marko Manoukian
406-684-2543

Front Range Pool
Luanne Wallewein
406-937-2775
Sweetgrass/Stillwater
Big Timber
Mark King
406-932-5146
Upper Mushellshell
Harlowton
Stacey Grove
406-473-2244
Beaverhead/
Madison&Jefferson
Dillon
J P Tanner
406-683-3785
Western Pool
Jan Tusick
40821 Paulson Lane
Polson, MT 59860
Snowy Mountain Pool
406-535-3919

Granite/Powell Pool
Barbara Weaver
13896 Hwy 271
Drummond, MT 59832
406-288-3282
Garfield County Pool
Jerry Hensleigh
Box 243
Jordan, MT 59337
406-557-2839
Buyers
High Plains Wool
Bruce Barker
307-674-4504
Center of the Nation
Belle Fourche
Larry Prager
605-892-6311
Billings
Scott Lammers
406-245-9112

MWGA Dues
Dues to the Montana Wool Growers Association are $20 per membership plus $.06
per pound of wool (or $.60 per sheep). The $20 covers the cost of the Montana
Wool Grower magazine, membership in the American Sheep Industry Association
(ASI) and the ASI Newsletter that each member receives. The additional six cents
per pound is what the Association operates on as it works to improve the opportunities for raising sheep and wool in Montana.

Advertising Rates

For Subscription or Advertising:

$20 for 1/8 page
$45 for 1/4 page
$100 for 1/2 page
$165 for full page

Write, email, or call Brent Roeder.
The MWGA newsletter is printed quarterly with additional issues published as
needed.

About the Cover: Ram Sale consignors and friends took time out
after the 2015 Montana Ram Sale to take one more photo with the Old
Barn E. Thanks to Phil Merta of MSU for the picture.

Deadline for the Convention Issue will be February 20.

3

Calendar
MGGA Annual Meeting
December 1-3
Best Western Heritage Inn
Great Falls, MT
MWGA Board Meeting
Billings Hotel and Convention Center
December 3, 1-5 pm
President’s Reception
December 3, 6-8 pm
Billings Hotel and Convention Center
Hotel Lounge
131th Annual MWGA
Annual Convention
December 4-5
Billings Hotel & Convention Center
Billings, MT
MWGA Board Meeting
Billings Hotel and Convention Center
December 6, 8-12 pm
62nd Annual Montana Stockgrowers
Annual Convention
December 3-5
Rimrock Auto Arena at Metra Park
Billings, MT
Young Ag Couples
January 13-16, 2016
Red Lion Colonial Inn
Helena, MT
MAGIE
January 21-23, 2016
Great Falls, MT
January 27-30, 2016
151st Annual ASI Convention
Scottsdale, AZ
MATE
February 18-20, 2016
Billings, MT
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issues, Ethan brings unique perspective on the challenges landowners and lessees face in operating successful businesses on
public lands,” said Richards. “He has a great understanding of
the complexity and multitude of issues public lands ranchers
face in the West and will be able to hit the ground running.”
Lane starts with PLC and NCBA on November 2, 2015.

A huge thank you to our Ram
and Ewe Sale Social
——————————-

Changes Coming for
Montana Livestock Reporting

Northwest Farm Credit

Northern Ag Network
Northern Ag Network spoke with Jayme Carlson, from
the Property Assessment Division with the Montana Department
of Revenue about how the changes will impact Montana ranchers. Starting in 2016, livestock per capita fees will be due May
31 instead of November 30. The 2015 Legislature changed the
payment date to reduce the time between the reporting and payment due dates. However that also means that during this transition year, livestock owners will only have 5 months between the
2015 payment and the 2016 payment. According to Carlson, per
capita fee bills for 2015 are scheduled to be mailed the first
week of November with payment due on November 30. The bill
will include information to allow livestock owners to pay online
at ReportYourLivestock.mt.gov or pay by check through the
mail as in the past. For the 2016 reporting year, the department
will mail livestock owners their reporting forms in mid-January
2016. Livestock owners have to report all livestock owned as of
February 1 by March 1. New livestock that do not receive a reporting form or livestock owners that have not been reported
previously can go to ReportYourLivestock.mt.gov to report
online, download a reporting form on our website at revenue.mt.gov and mail it in or visit their local Department Of Revenue office and pick up a reporting form. In order to make a
payment online, livestock owners will have to log in through
ePass Montana. The log-in process includes creating a user
name and password. The online screens will lead livestock owners through the reporting and payment steps. Payment options
include eCheck and Visa and MasterCard credit cards. For the
livestock owners that report and pay in one transaction, there
will be no more waiting seven months to pay the fees for the
year. If a livestock owner reports or pays on-line, they will be
able to view their past years reported livestock headcounts and
payment history. Livestock owners can also report by March 1
and then log back in prior to May 31 to pay their per capita fees.
Livestock owner also need to note the following
change: the rule has changed a little bit for those that bring livestock in to graze after the February 1 counting date. They are
required to complete and submit a livestock reporting form to
the Department of Revenue. Reporting forms can be found on
the Department of Revenue and Department of Livestock’s website. The Department of Revenue will use the information provided by the livestock owner to mail them a reporting form in
the following year. Carlson also thought it was important to
note that even if you own one horse, or just a few backyard
chickens, you are required to report your livestock. All poultry
and bees, swine three months of age or older and all other livestock nine months of age or older including cattle, sheep, goats,
horses, mules, asses, llamas, alpacas, domestic bison, ostriches,
rheas, emus and domestic ungulates (elk).

Steadman Hardware
Reynolds Market
Stockman Bank
Fred Wacker Agency
Bison Bar
Westfeeds
Miles City Area Chamber
Public Lands Council Welcomes
New Executive Director
The Public Lands Council welcomes Ethan Lane to the
association in his new role as executive director. Lane is originally from Arizona and joins PLC with over 18 years’ experience in natural resource and land use issues. In his new role, he
will also serve as executive director of federal lands for the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association. Brenda Richards, PLC
president and Idaho rancher, said, “We are pleased to welcome
Ethan to the association. PLC is stronger than it ever has been
before, and we are excited for the future of the industry. Under
the Ethan’s leadership, we are confident that the organization
will continue to grow, and we will continue to see wins in
Washington D.C. that help public lands in the West.” PLC is the
only national organization dedicated solely to representing the
ranchers who hold federal grazing permits and operate on federal lands. Public lands ranchers play an integral role in regional
and national efforts to safeguard America’s open spaces, local
industries, and rural heritage. Today, more than 22,000 public
land ranchers maintain 250 million acres of U.S. public land.
Before coming to PLC and NCBA, Lane served as an advisor
for a variety of private companies and industries operating on
public lands throughout the West. He also spent ten years prior
to moving to Washington D.C. helping to grow and manage a
large real estate and ranch portfolio including more than
500,000 acres in Arizona alone - much of that made up of State,
U.S. Forest Service, and U.S. Bureau of Land Management
grazing permits. “With his experience and knowledge of the
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5\R Stock Dogs

James Brown Law Firm, PLLC

See You at the Convention!

Attorney At Law

REAL dogs bred by a
REPUTATION breeder always
READY to work
RELENTLESS work ethic and very
RELIABLE companions

Meeting your needs in the following areas of
practice, including lobbying and
public affairs on behalf of the
Montana Wool Growers Association.
Carrie Bigelow (owner) (406)208-8576 (cell)
Marv Dunster

(406)670-3575 (cell)

Water Law
Natural Resource Development
Energy Law
Wind Development
Business Law & Litigation
Grazing Rights Protection
Insurance Coverage
Real Estate
Tax Law
Wills, Estate Planning, & Probate
Zoning & Land Use

(406)248-7060 (home) stockdogs5R@aol.com
326 Covert Lane Billings, MT 59105

EXCELLENCE IN PREDATOR CONTROL
We have your back!

Montana Woolgrowers
Board Meeting
Thursday, December 3 @ 1 pm

30 S. Ewing, STE 100
Helena, MT 59601
406-449-7444

and
Sunday, December 6 @ 8 am
Billings Hotel and Convention
Center
9

Curtis Farm and Auto-Carquest-Circle, Plentywood,
Scobey, Wolfpoint, MT
Gene Surber and Associates-Belgrade, MT
Gordon & Marilyn Darlinton-Three Forks, MT
Farm Credit Services-Miles City, MT
Farmers Elevator-Circle, MT
First Interstate Bank-Billings, MT
First State Bank-Malta, MT
Fred Wacker Agency-Miles City, MT
Rachel Frost-Livingston, MT
Hawkins Veterinary Service-Dillon, MT
Hinnaland Trucking Inc.-Circle, MT
Holiday Inn Express-Miles City, MT
Insurance Store, Inc.-Baker, MT
Jim Hoover-Columbus, MT
Roger King-Augusta, MT
Kopren Sheep Shearing-Bison, SD
Rodney Kott-Bozeman, MT
Arville & Elaine Lammers-Shawmut, MT
Lazy AM Ranch, Inc.-Richey, MT
Lewistown Honda-Lewistown, MT
Matador Ranch-Malta, MT
Don McKamey-Great Falls, MT
Marcha Labs-Terry, MT
Mills Auction Service-Boyes, MT
Lucille Molinari-Hamilton, MT
Montana Ag Credit-Helena, MT
Montana Farm Bureau Federation-Bozeman, MT
Montana Trappers Assn.-Ovando, MT
Jim Moore-Stanford, MT
North Valley Grazing District-Glasgow, MT
Phalen Ranch Company-Ismay, MT
Stuart & Virginia Reynolds-Havre, MT
Reynolds Market-Miles City, MT
Selle Livestock-Billings, MT
Stockman Bank-Billings, MT
Lisa Surber-Bozeman, MT
Tradewinds Shopper-Jordan, MT
Maurice Tunby-Baker, MT
Rolph Tunby-Plevna, MT
Watts and Associates-Billings, MT
Western Ranch Supply-Billings, MT
Westfeeds, Inc.-Billings/Miles City, MT

MWGA Associate Members
Please Support the Businesses Supporting
Our Industry
Gold Level
Bank of Baker-Baker, MT
Big Dry Angus-Jordan, MT
Center of the Nation Wool-Belle Fourche, SD
& Billings, MT
Custom Ag Solutions, Crowley, WY
Great Plains Wool Company-Bighorn, WY
Jack and Kathryn McRae-Jordan, MT
Montana Livestock Ag Credit-Helena, MT
Montana Targhee Association
Miles City Chamber of Commerce, Miles City, MT
Public Auction Yards-Billings, MT
Stockman Bank-Miles City, MT
Silver Level
Lextron, Inc.-Billings, MT
Bison Bar-Miles City, MT
Braaten Sheep Shearing-Stanford, MT
Debby Cornwell-Glasgow, MT
First Interstate Bank-Miles City, MT
Hilary Gietzen Shearing-Minot, ND
Garfield County Bank-Jordan, MT
Babe McDonald-Cohagen, MT
Marias River Livestock Association
McWilliams Shearing & Supplies-Miles City, MT
Miles City Livestock Commission-Miles City, MT
Northwest Farm Credit-Billings, MT
Nickels Gaming, Bob Gilbert-Helena, MT
Hipolito Sanchez-Lancaster, MO
Schuldt Services-Chinook, MT
Steadman Hardware-Miles City, MT
Waterland Shearing-Alzada, MT
Bronze Level
Anderson & Zurmuehlen & Co.-Helena, MT
Brockway Supper Club, Brockway, MT
Cayuse Livestock Co.-Melville, MT
Citizens Bank & Trust Co.-Big Timber, MT
Comfort Inn-Miles City, MT
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understands the benefits of keeping good relationships with producers. Working with them to integrate research findings helps
ensure they are producing the highest quality wool possible to
not only maximize their profits, but also to ensure the highestquality wool is being offered to the world marketplace for processing and manufacturing. She also enjoys discussing the benefits of wool products with consumers to help dispel some of the
myths surrounding wool and teach them about the innovations in
wool processing and product development and to dispel some of
the myths surrounding wool products.
In her spare
time, Monica, enjoys
trail running, skiing,
spending time with
friends and family,
and traveling. She is
still very involved in
her family’s sheep
operation in Kansas
and never misses a
chance to attend industry events to catch
up with fellow sheep
producers
from
around the country.
She is excited to be
the new Wool Lab
manager and is looking forward to getting
know working with
the sheep producers in
Montana.

MSU Welcomes New Wool Lab Manager
Monica Ebert’s passion for the wool industry stems
from her lifelong involvement in the sheep industry having been
born into a small purebred sheep operation in Northeast Kansas.
This December, she will receive her Master’s degree from Angelo State University where she focused her research efforts on
sheep genetics and wool apparel product development. Through
the development of a supply chain entirely within the United
States textile industry she has developed strong relationships
with manufacturers in the United States. Having received her
Bachelor’s degrees in Apparel Design and Apparel Marketing
from Kansas State University, her thesis research project challenged her to gain a better understanding of the entire process of
the manufacturing of apparel goods starting with raw wool production. Through her graduate research assistantship with the
Texas A&M AgriLife Bill Sims Wool and Mohair research laboratory she had the opportunity to assist in conducting research
relevant to the wool industry helping ensure the sustainability of
the United States wool industry.
When the opportunity arose in 2014 to attend the International Wool Textile Organization Congress in Cape Town,
South Africa she took advantage of the chance to learn more
about the global wool industry through farm visits as well as
networking at the Congress. With her second IWTO Congress
now under her belt she has now begun to take a larger role in the
international industry by taking part in the product wellness and
sustainable practices working groups. She also enjoys attending
other industry relevant events such as the American Sheep Industry (ASI) conference meetings in order to meet other professionals in the industry including sheep producers, as they are the
backbone of the industry. She also is currently serving on the
Production, Education, and Research Council within ASI. She
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wish her happiness and success with her new position as a Ruminant Nutritionist with WestFeeds. Miles City businesses who
helped make the social possible were Fred Wacker Agency,
Stockman Bank, Reynolds Market, Bison Bar, Miles City Area
Chamber of Commerce, Montana Natural Lamb, WestFeeds,
and Northwest Farm Credit.
At 6 pm perennial auctioneer Rob Fraser took the stand
and opened bidding with help from Collin Gibbs on the 2 nd Annual Montana Ewe Sale. This year’s consignment consisted of
1,278 white face, yearling ewes and 15 black face ewe lambs in
27 lots. It was almost triple last year’s inaugural event. The
sale ran extremely smooth under the direction of sale manager
Cheryl Schuldt and sale committee chair Cord Bieber with
Frontier Stockyards handling the clerking and live video feed.
To start the sale off, Betty Sampsel of Hughes Newford Co.
donated a Targhee yearling ewe that sold and resold eight times
and raised $3,850 to help send beginning Montana producers to
the Young Entrepreneurs workshop at the next American Sheep
Industry Convention in Scottsdale. When the dust settled on the
sale, 1,218 of the ewes had sold for average price of $288.81.
High selling lots were consigned by Carolyn I. Green of Melville and Montana Sheep Company of Fort Shaw for $450.
Buyers for the four high lots were Mike Capra of Boyes, Dr.
Roger Fixx of Hall, and two lots went to Wade Kopren of Bison, SD. Wade knows quality when he sees it, as he’s currently
the Vice Chair of the American Wool Council. You would
think after a full day like that producers would want to put their
feet up, but they don’t get of the ranch often and most spent the
rest of the night on the town.

Good Bye to Old Barn E
at the Montana Ram Sale
Montana Woolgrowers
For ninety years, the Montana Woolgrowers has sponsored the Montana Ram Sale in Miles City at the Eastern Montana Fairgrounds. For 87 of those years, the sale centered on a
long, low wooden structure the association helped build to
house the rams. This was the last sale for Barn E as it has begun to show its age and will be replaced with a brand new
Youth Livestock Pavilion. So long to a fond old friend who
could tell some whopper stories from the days when the ram
sale was a real ripper.
Ram sale week officially began on Wednesday morning with a bigger and better Montana State University Sheep
Seminar hosted by the Fort Keogh Livestock and Range Research Laboratory. New Montana Sheep Extension Specialist
Dr. Whit Stewart lined up a great set of nationally known speakers and the Fort Keogh setting allowed more comfortable chairs
and better technology. Dr. Stewart welcomed the packed house
and started the program off with an interactive producer poll on
traditional management practices to set the stage for the speakers. Dr. Dave Notter, an internationally recognized leader in
sheep genetics from Virginia Tech, followed with a detailed
analysis of what EBV’s producers should be selecting for based
on current economic trends. Burdell Johnson, past president of
the American Sheep Industry Association from Tuttle, ND, gave
producers updates on the Lamb LRP and other insurance programs. A big thank you to Colin Chalk of Alltech for sponsoring the great lunch. Lesa Eidman of Superior Farms gave a
great presentation on current trends in the meat industry and an
update on instrument grading in their new Dixon, CA plant. (If
you attended and didn’t figure it out, Lesa is the up and coming
All Around Cowboy Hank Hollenbeck’s sister-in-law. Go get ‘
em Hank). Rusty Burgett of the National Sheep Improvement
Program spoke on how commercial producers can best utilize
EBV’s. The program finished with retired sheep specialist Dr.
Rodney Kott leading a producer panel on the future of sheep
genetics. A big thank you to Megan Van Emon for keeping the
technology running and Dr. Mark Peterson and his staff at Fort
Keogh for being such gracious hosts.
After checking into their motel rooms, producers headed to the Eastern Montana Fairgrounds for an exciting evening
of catching up with old friends, toasting worthy colleagues, and
bidding on some of the best ewe lambs and yearling ewes money can buy. The social started at 5 pm with lamb sliders from
Montana Natural Lamb cooked up by Jeff Shaw and the Miles
City Chamber. The Bison Bar kept the drinks flowing as producers raised their glasses in toast. The first toast was in
memory of John C. Paugh of Bozeman who recently passed.
John was one of those people you can say truly touched the
lives of almost everyone he met and was a true champion of the
sheep industry and Montana State University. As a tribute, the
song “The Parting Glass” by the High Kings was played for a
man who struggled with severe physical limitations in later
years, but never allowed it to take the joy from his life. After
raising their glasses high, MWGA Executive Secretary, Brent
Roeder, called Dr. Lisa Surber forward and thanked her for her
years of long days and nights carrying out the duties of the
Montana Wool Lab in good weather and bad. Lisa continues to
be dedicated to the Montana and national sheep industry and we

Ram Sale Committee Chairwoman Dana Penrod,
Miles City; Montana Woolgrowers Executive Secretary Brent Roeder, Fort Shaw; and Ewe Sale
Manager Cheryl Schuldt, Miles City pose for one
last picture with old Barn E.
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Thursday morning always seems to come early in
Miles City as last minute preparations were made for the 90 th
Annual Montana Ram Sale. There was quite a bit of energy in
the barn after the successful ewe sale and the barn was full of
buyers in no time. At 11 am the mighty Powderville Pioneers 4H Club started serving lunch to a large crowd of buyers and
spectators and ended up raising $2,236.76 for their new Youth
Livestock Pavilion. Great job guys! At 11:45 am, Ian McRae
started sending rams up the long chute to the sale ring and the
Miles City FFA volunteers got real busy, real quick. The tag
team auctioneering of Rob Fraser and Collin Gibbs kept buyers
on their toes and the sale moving fast. Kristee Weischedle and
Garine Twedt from Northwest Farm Credit kept the books and
Jim Hill, Kent Williams, and Geneal Bott of Stockman Bank
worked the checkout table. Geneal was there also to watch her
sister Robertta Dawe of Big Timber sell her first set of rams at
the sale. Nothing gets a sale managers heart beating like seeing
a ram running through the parking lot chased by a large group of
excited young men swinging ropes, but kids in Miles City know
how to handle livestock and we soon corralled the escapee. It’s
a good thing Ram Sale Committee Chairwoman Dana Penrod
never knew we had a ram out till after the sale, especially since
it was hers. In a little over four hours the sale was in the books
and the work really started for Brand Inspectors Pat Murphy and
Gary Anderson as buyers loaded the last rams out of old Barn E.
In all, 288 range rams sold for an average price of $1,176.74
versus $1,042 in 2014 and $784 in 2013. The high selling ram
overall was consigned by Carolyn I. Green of Melville and purchased by Heinrich Ortmann of Wolf Point for $6,100. Lehfeldt
Rambouillets of Lavina had the high selling Rambouillet ram
going to Montana State University for $1,900 and Gene Langhus of Big Timber sold a SAMM/Rambouillet cross ram to Flat
Top Sheep Company of Carey, ID for $2,300. Dana Penrod of
Heart Lazy P in Miles City sold the high blackface ram to
Travis Gergen of Broadus for $1,700. The two day sale had a
combined gross was $714,740 and saw 119 registered bidders
form Montana, South Dakota, North Dakota, Wyoming, Idaho,
Oregon, Washington, Utah, Colorado, and Saskatchewan.
The Montana Ram and Ewe Sale would not be possible
without help of those volunteers already mentioned and the following: Eastern Montana Beef Specialist Dr. Megan Van Emon
and Tami Wichman of Hilger for buyer registration; Agriculture
Extension Agents Eric Miller-Garfield, Mike Schuldt-Custer,
Marko Manoukian-Philips, Ben Hauptman-Blaine; Miles City
FFA Chapter-moving rams; Powderville Pioneers 4-H ClubLunch; Dana Penrod and Cord Bieber-Sale Chairs; Ralph
McWilliams-ewe tipping (use your imagination); and Jeff Shaw
and John Laney-BBQ. We also couldn’t hold this sale without
help from Ringmen Zane Kettleman and Andy Wemmer; John
Morford and all the crew at Frontier Stockyards-Live broadcast,
Dr. Ryan Rienstra-Sale Veterinarian, Joe Brady-Nightman,
Mick Weist-Hay and Straw; and Chet Holmes-Setup and Photos. Personally I would like to thank the businesses and staff in
Miles City for providing our consignors and buyers with some
great Miles City hospitality. We’ll see everyone next year with
even more quality yearling ewes and rams at the 91 st Annual
Montana Ram and 3nd Annual Montana Ewe Sale in Miles City
in the new barn.

Betty Sampsel of Stanford captured this great
photo of three Montana sheepmen who made huge
contributions to the Montana Ram Sale and the
industry: Heinrich Ortmann, Wolf Point; Lawrence Capra, Boyes; and Dr. W.W. “Bill” Hawkins, Dillon.

A picture from Cheryl Schuldt of the old barns
coming down.
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Dr. Whit Stewart talks to a large crowd gathered
at the informational seminar sponsored by ASI’s
Let’s Grow Program and MSU

Young Sheepman, Weston Helle of Dillon, sells a
Rambouillet Ram under Old Glory
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Andy Wemmer of Frontier Livestock and Henry
Hollenbeck of Hollenbeck land and Livestock
loading ewes

A nice set of yearling ewes ready for
range delivery
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If you know of a young sheep couple that would be interested in attending
the Young Ag Couples Conference in Helena in January, please forward
their names to Secretary Roeder. MWGA annually sponsors one or two
couples to attend this event.
19

Have a Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year from the all the Bieber clan
and Thank You for again supporting
us at the Montana Ram and Ewe Sale
MSU’s Post Farm Ranked High
MSU News Service
One of Montana State University’s research and teaching farms was recently ranked among the 40 best college farms
in the nation by College Ranker, an independent online college
decision source. The Arthur H. Post Teaching and Research
Farm at MSU was ranked number 28 out of 40 of the best college farms nationwide. The rankings are based on hands-on experience, student involvement, community outreach programs,
workshops, classes, lectures, volunteer opportunities and degree
plan options. David Gettel, farm operations manager of the
Arthur H. Post Farm, said the farm was honored to be recognized for its many efforts. “We have an incredibly active farm
in terms of research, activities and community engagement,”
Gettel said. “The people that are involved in plant breeding, pest
management and crop rotation studies are absolutely the best in
the nation. It’s not surprising that we are nationally ranked. This
farm and the people that are conducting research here are a
priceless asset to Montana State University and the state of
Montana.” The Arthur H. Post Farm is one of 12 active teaching and research farms affiliated with MSU, the MSU College
of Agriculture and Montana Agricultural Experiment Station.
The farm encompasses more than 254 acres of wheat and barley
variety trials, cropping systems, pest management studies, and
trials for Foundation seeds, or seeds developed by the experiment station for potential commercial production. Additional
institutions that made the list were Penn State University, Dartmouth College, Yale University and Cornell University.

The Roeder Family wishes you
very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
Thank to all our buyers at Targhee National Show
and Sale, Black and White, Montana Ewe and Ram
Sale, and off the farm.
See you at the 132nd Annual
MWGA Convention
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Sumatra, Borneo and New Guinea, many of them set to clear land, have
pushed air quality in Singapore to unhealthy levels, and the lack of rain
resulting from El Nino is making the situation worse, said Robert Field,
an associate research scientist at the NASA Goddard Institute for Space
Studies at New York’s Columbia University. So far this year, about
125,000 people have suffered haze-related ailments, Indonesia’s disaster
relief agency said this month. While much is made of the negative side
of El Nino, the phenomenon is more complex. “It will be a feast or famine climate pattern,” said Scott Yuknis, president of Climate Impact Co.
in Plymouth, Massachusetts. “Some crops will suffer too much rain and
other regions will be hot and dry. The timing of the peak in this El Nino
and how quickly it weakens will also determine the final crop impact.”
A drought in Kenya may cut tea production by 10 percent. However, El
Nino-spurred rains may end up boosting next year’s harvest, Lerner said.
As the atmosphere changes, storm tracks in the U.S., for instance, are
pushed down from the north, so the region from California to Florida
could get more rain. This is reflected in the latest three-month outlook
from the Climate Prediction Center, which sees high odds that heavy rain
will sweep from California into the mid-Atlantic states through January.
Texas and Florida have the greatest chance for downpours. While this
isn’t likely to end California’s four-year drought, it would improve conditions. Eliminating the dryness completely will be difficult because the
state is so far behind on its normal rainfall.
“If the wettest year were to occur, we still wouldn’t erase the
deficit we have seen in the last four years,” said Alan Haynes, service
coordination hydrologist at the California Nevada River Forecast Center
in Sacramento. A lot of rain in Florida could exacerbate orange crop
damage from citrus-greening disease, as the psyllid that carries it thrives
on moisture, Lerner said. Production will shrink to a 52-year low in the
season to Sept. 30 next year, according to the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Cold-water species of fish will move north or into deep water,
while others will disperse, NOAA said. This in turn can hurt birds that
feed off those fish, causing many to die of starvation or fly far from their
usual territories, said Andrew Farnsworth, researcher at Cornell University’s Lab of Ornithology in Ithaca, New York. “In broadest terms,
though, we have had 26 past El Nino events since 1900, of which 17
resulted in widespread drought, so we in Australia have to manage for
drought in any El Nino event,” Watkins said. The weather in Australia is
also affected by how warm the Indian Ocean gets, which can lead to
rainier conditions. Right now, that ocean, like the Pacific, is warm; however, all the other signals point the other way. “The drys are winning out
over the wet,” Watkins said. Another aspect of El Nino’s scope that
would seem positive at first is that there are typically fewer tropical cyclones, the class of storm that includes hurricanes and typhoons, making
landfall in Australia during years the phenomenon is active. “But there is
a downside to that -- inland tropical areas get some of their best rainfall
from ex-tropical cyclones that cross the coast and head inland as tropical
depressions,” Watkins said. This would have been a benefit for places
such as western Queensland, which like California is in the midst of
drought. The Atlantic Ocean also sees fewer tropical systems because of
El Nino. Wind shear increases across the basin, tearing at the structure of
storms and keeping their number down. While the Atlantic has produced
two killer storms this year, the total number of hurricanes and tropical
storms has been below the seasonal average. Trenberth said he hopes all
the warning helped people prepare for this El Nino. Planning could help
agricultural economies weather the event better than the El Ninos in 1982
-83 and 1997-98, perhaps leading to more water being captured for future
use and prevent deaths. “The general thing about these things is, if you
are prepared, it doesn’t have to be a negative,” Trenberth said. “One of
the biggest challenges that may not be to individuals but to organizations
is water and water management. Can you save that water and manage
that water so that, when it stops, you can still use it?”

The Strongest El Nino in Decades Is Going to
Mess With Everything
http://www.bloomberg.com-Brian K Sullivan
It has choked Singapore with smoke, triggered Pacific typhoons and left Vietnamese coffee growers staring nervously at dwindling reservoirs. In Africa, cocoa farmers are blaming it for bad harvests,
and in the Americas, it has Argentines bracing for lower milk production
and Californians believing that rain will finally, mercifully fall. Its effects
are just beginning in much of the world -- for the most part, it hasn’t really reached North America -- and yet it’s already shaping up potentially as
one of the three strongest El Nino patterns since record-keeping began in
1950. It will dominate weather’s many twists and turns through the end
of this year and well into next. And it’s causing gyrations in everything
from the price of Colombian coffee to the fate of cold-water fish. Expect
“major disruptions, widespread droughts and floods,” Kevin Trenberth,
distinguished senior scientist at the National Center for Atmospheric
Research in Boulder, Colorado. In principle, with advance warning, El
Nino can be managed and prepared for, “but without that knowledge, all
kinds of mayhem will let loose.” In the simplest terms, an El Nino pattern is a warming of the equatorial Pacific caused by a weakening of the
trade winds that normally push sun-warmed waters to the west. This
triggers a reaction from the atmosphere above. Its name traces back
hundreds of years to the coast of Peru, where fishermen noticed the Pacific Ocean sometimes warmed in late December, around Christmas, and
coincided with changes in fish populations. They named it El Nino after
the infant Jesus Christ. Today meteorologists call it the El Nino Southern
Oscillation. The last time there was an El Nino of similar magnitude to
the current one, the record-setting event of 1997-1998, floods, fires,
droughts and other calamities killed at least 30,000 people and caused
$100 billion in damage, Trenberth estimates. Another powerful El Nino,
in 1918-19, sank India into a brutal drought and probably contributed to
the global flu pandemic, according to a study by the Climate Program
Office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. As the
Peruvian fishermen recognized in the 1600s, El Nino events tend to peak
as summer comes to the Southern Hemisphere. The impact can be broken down into several categories. Coastal regions from Alaska to the
Pacific Northwest in the U.S., as well as Japan, Korea and China may all
have warmer winters. The southern U.S., parts of east Africa and western
South America can get more rain, while drier conditions prevail across
much of the western Pacific and parts of Brazil.
During the first full week of October, temperatures across a
portion of the central Pacific most watched by researchers reached 2.4
Celsius (4.3 Fahrenheit) above normal, the U.S. Climate Prediction Center said. The threshold at which the Australian Bureau of Meteorology
considers an El Nino under way is 0.8 degree Celsius, said Andrew Watkins, supervisor of Climate Prediction Services for the agency. While the
effect on the U.S. may not reach a crescendo until February, much of the
rest of the world is already feeling the impact, Trenberth said. “It probably sits at No. 2 in terms of how strong this event is, but we won’t be able
to rank it until it peaks out and ends,” said Mike Halpert, deputy director
of the Climate Prediction Center in College Park, Maryland. “We are
definitely hurt by the El Nino,” said Mai Ky Van, deputy director at October Coffee-Cocoa One Member Ltd., a state-owned plantation company in Vietnam’s Dak Lak province. The water level in reservoirs there is
down about 67 percent from normal, and while there is enough for the
current harvest, “I’m afraid we won’t have enough water for irrigation in
the next growing cycle,” Van said.
Southern Sumatran and Javanese coffee and cocoa crops will
probably be hurt, said Drew Lerner, the president of World Weather Inc.
in Overland Park, Kansas. In addition, fires burning in rain forests in
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WANTED——New Sheep Producers——
North Central Montana Sheep Seminar
Moose Lodge~Conrad, MT
December 8, 2015

WANTED——New Sheep Producers——
WANTED——New Sheep Producers——
MWGA is spearheading the search for producers to represent
Montana at the American Sheep Industry Association’s (ASI)
Young Entrepreneur (YE) Program. If you are interested or
know of any producers 23 years old or older- neighbors and/
or family, encourage them to apply.

1:00

Registration

1:30

Welcome~Pete Cornell President
MWGA~Update Dave McEwen

The schedule for the Young Entrepreneur (YE) program at the
convention this year is as follows: Friday, Jan. 29 – Noon to 4
p.m. – Industry-wide Focus. Saturday, Jan. 30 – 8 a.m. to 5
p.m. – Producer Focus.

Brent Roeder~Industry Issues
2:00

MWGA along with a grant from ASI will help cover the cost of
registration. On a two day registration, the following meals are
provided: Friday’s lunch, Saturday lunch and Saturday evening
meal/banquet. MWGA will pay for the room for two nights
and help with airline costs of up to $500. The total value of this
trip is $1000.

Dr. Whit Stewart~MSU Extension
Sheep Specialist-Survey
Monica Ebert~Wool Lab Director

How to apply: Bring a one page letter to the MWGA convention in Billings in December and give it to any board member.
The letter should contain contact information, your history in
the sheep industry, overview of current operations, and where
you see your future in the sheep industry. The board will review applications on Sunday morning and notify the winners.
This was made possible by the following people pictured below: Brad Boner/Cole Creek Ranch-Glenrock,

WY; Lisa Kimsy-Manderson, WY; Randy Tunby/
Mike Green/Jack McRae-Montana; Sieben Live
Stock-Helena, MT; Sieben Ranch-Helena, MT;
Hollenbeck Land and Livestock-Molt, MT; Harvey Bieber-Brockway, MT; & Hughes NewfordStanford, MT.
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2:45

Dr. Emily Glunk~MSU Forage Specialist
Grazing Alfalfa Aftermath & Alternate
Forages

3:15

Shaelyn Meyer~MSU Extension Pondera Co
Basics of Intensive Grazing

3:45

Devon Ragen~MSU Research Association
Feedlot on Fields

4:15

Dr. Lisa Surber~Westfeeds
New Supplements for Grazing Stubble

4:45

Mike Hoggan/Kraig Glazier~Wildlife Serv.

5:15

Pot Luck Supper

6:00

Front Range Wool Pool Meeting

We’ll see you at the 132nd
Montana Wool Growers Convention
Reliable Market Information - Two Full Service Warehouses - Year-Round Marketing Opportunities
Scott Lammers

Larry Prager

Billings, Montana

Belle Fourche, SD

(406) 245-9112

(800) 528-2057
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through the 20/21-micron range where there was a large offering of almost 3000 bales. “Despite the subdued finish most types still increased
30 cents for day, resulting in weekly rises of 60 cents for a number of the
Merino microns (16.5 to 24).” Merino Skirtings also found good support
this week, rising as much as 50 cents. Mr Plunkett said crossbreds were
mostly 30 cents higher at this sale while the Merino Carding Indicators
struggled to keep pace with the rest of the market, firming by a modest 5
to 10 cents. “Although the 42,178-bale offering this week was the largest
since early July, concerns still circulate around ongoing volumes,” Mr
Plunkett said. “Auction throughput is almost 8 per cent lower for this
season when compared to last season, and forecasts over the next month
remain flat.” The November/December period last year averaged 50,000
bales each week, whereas the next three weeks are expected to average
42,000 bales.

Sharp jump for wool
Www.theland.com.au
The wool market saw a sharp jump in prices this week with the
Australian Wool Exchange (AWEX) Eastern Market Indicator (EMI)
lifting 45 cents a kilogram to finish at 1250c/kg. Strong buyer support for
Merino fleece types pushed the market up, according to AWEX senior
market analyst Lionel Plunkett. “The NZ-only catalogue on Tuesday
gave an indication of a strong market and this was confirmed over the
following two days,” Mr Plunkett said. “The gains were reasonably consistent over all microns and across each day. “Building on a strong opening, the improved momentum carried the market higher over the course
of each selling day. “Thursday deviated slightly from that format when
prices moderated at the Melbourne sale in the last hour, especially
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has postponed any decision on the bids until the statutory and commercial approvals are finalized. The family-owned company is Australia’s
largest private landholder, with 18 pastoral leases covering 101,000
square kilometers in the Northern Territory, Queensland, Western Australia and South Australia. Kidman cattle stations produce a herd of
185,000 grass-fed beef cattle for export to Japan, the US and South East
Asia. The company was founded in 1899 by Sir Sidney Kidman and has
continued as a family-owned company every since. The company, headquartered in Adelaide, employs 170 staff and recorded a net profit of $50
million in June. The Kidman holdings include Anna Creek Station in
South Australia, as well as Durham Downs, Durrie, Glengyle, Morney
Plains, Naryilco and Rockybank in Queensland.

Largest Ranch on Earth for Sale
The sale of Australia’s largest pastoral company has been delayed. Accounting giants Ernst and Young announced yesterday that a
“preferred bidder” would be announced for S. Kidman & Co Ltd before
the end of the year. Family shareholders — who own 98 per cent of the
company — are selling the company as a going concern. The Kidman
family, with a net worth of $364 million, was listed at No. 37 on the
BRW Rich Families List last year. More than 20 local and international
offers were received for the iconic company after it was put on the market in April. Final bids were lodged by October 27. Ernst and Young
said negotiations were continuing with several parties, but the process
had been delayed by late changes in the bidding group, which required
reapplications for government and other approvals. The Kidman Board
25
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the proposed rule. Judging by written observations in DOL’s
398-page final rule, comments from producers played a key role
in convincing the department to make dramatic changes in the
proposed rule that went out for public comment on April 15.
“From a review of these comments, several overarching general
themes emerged,” the report states. “Several commenters observed that the current rules ‘are not broken,’ so no fix is required. Dozens of commenters remarked that the proposed wage
methodology would result in the loss of livelihood of many individual ranchers, and dozens of others went further to conclude
that the proposed wage methodology would put an end to the
production of sheep, goat and cattle industries in the United
States as a whole.”
But not all comments centered on the wage increase,
according to the report. “One commenter noted that grazing
livestock producers manage 250 million acres of Western land,
including public land under the stewardship of the U.S. Forest
Service in the U.S. Department of Agriculture and the Bureau of
Land Management in the U.S. Department of the Interior. Many
of these comments noted that the migratory pattern of animal
herding is itself a natural resource management activity.
“Among the natural resource management benefits of controlled
animal migration are the improvement of wildlife habitats that
promotes animal breeding and sustains migratory fowl; the control of the spread of noxious and invasive weeds; the reduction
of the use of herbicides and pesticides; the increased use of
sheep ‘fertilizer’ to improve the quality of the land; and the decreased use of machinery for tending the land, thus reducing
fuel use and our carbon footprint. “Several dozen comments
indicated that animal grazing aids in the reduction of undergrowth that feeds wild fires in the West. Thus, these commenters asserted that if sheep, goat and cattle producers’ costs are
raised, this would result in the reduction of animal grazing overall, which would, in turn, increase wildfires in the Western
United States because of the abundance of ‘fuel’ that would
otherwise be reduced by grazing. “Such fires would, among
other things, result in the devastation of sage brush, which is the
habitat of sage grouses that nest in grasslands across the American West. Other commenters noted that without regular grazing,
invasive weeds would overtake Western grasslands.” “The land
management issues offered by these comments raise important
questions about the role of animal grazing and care of our natural resources.
This Final Rule is limited to the regulation of particular
issues dealing with the employment of herders, but we have
consulted with our sister agencies, USFS and BLM, about particular issues addressed in this Final Rule, including the proposed definition of ‘open range,’ discussed further below in
Sec. IV.A.3. of the section-by-section analysis.” More information is available at the Legislative Action Center on
SheepUSA.org, or by contacting ASI, the Western Range Association or Mountain Plains Agriculture Service offices.

DOL Issues Final H-2A Rule
American Sheep Industry
ASI might have led the charge against a proposed H2A rule that would have crippled the sheep industry, but it was
comments from industry members and supporters that ultimately led the U.S. Department of Labor to reconsider massive wage
hikes and new definitions of open range before issuing the final
rule in mid-October. The work of ASI leaders and members – in
conjunction with Mountain Plains Agriculture Service and the
Western Range Association – led to more than 500 comments
being submitted between April 15 and June 1 regarding the proposed rule. The H-2A rule as originally proposed would have
precluded many western producers from utilizing the program.
In addition, many of those willing to take on the escalated cost
of hiring herders would not have been eligible for the program
because of restrictions on herding near fencing or the ranch
headquarters.
The DOL published on Oct. 16 in the Federal Register
the final rule under which the sheepherder program will operate
for the 2,700 herders tending to more than one-third of American sheep. Fortunately, the department decided to largely adopt
one of the wage methodologies proposed by the sheep industry
during the formal comment period this spring. “The department
will implement a wage formula tied to the federal minimum
wage similar to our recommendation, and while it is a significant cost increase that won’t fit all ranches, the modification at
least provides most farms and ranches the opportunity to sustain
their sheep operation,” said ASI Executive Director Peter Orwick. “The proposal of the department in April to triple monthly
wages would have put the majority of sheep producing families
out of business.” Sheepherders working under the new H-2A
rule will earn the federal minimum wage of $7.25 per hour for a
48-hour work week. As they have in the past, producers will
continue to provide food, water, housing and supplies for each
of their herders, in addition to covering all travel and visa expenses associated with bringing immigrant workers into the
country. The final rule allows for a two-year transition to the
new pay methodology, with full implementation beginning in
2018. Herder salaries are expected to increase to $1,206 in 2016
and $1,383 in 2017 before reaching full implementation at
$1,568 in 2018. Beginning in 2017, the monthly pay rate will be
adjusted annually based on the Employment Cost Index calculated by the Bureau of Labor Statistics. Former ASI President
Clint Krebs of Oregon added that federal officials also greatly
modified their proposal specifying ranches would be eligible to
hire sheepherders under the H-2A program provision. “We estimated 40 percent of the ranches that have hired sheepherders for
decades would not have been eligible due to a proposed definition involving fencing where sheep graze,” Krebs said. “We
appreciate the department reviewing the hundreds of comments
from ranch families regarding the type of lands their sheep
graze, and the huge impacts the original proposal would have on
the ranches and the entire sheep industry.” “The department’s
final rule retains most of the provisions that have been in place
for decades that allowed our industry to use the H-2A program
in the first place, including mobile housing and annual visas,”
said Orwick.
This fall, ranches will be making adjustments to accomodate the increased wage, but the industry won’t have to witness the wholesale liquidation that would have happened under
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Thank you to everyone who purchased our ewe lambs and rams at
Miles City and off the ranch.
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THANK YOU!!!
To all who bid, and all the buyers for purchasing our breeding stock for your
flocks ~ WE THANK YOU! We sincerely appreciate your business, and we are humbled
by your support of our breeding program.
Heinrich Ortmann ~ Wolf Point, MT
Mike Kimsey ~ Manderson, WY
Wade Kopren ~ Buffalo, SD
Roger Fix ~ Hall, MT
Bair Ranch Foundation ~ Billings, MT
Gene Irigoin ~ Brockton, MT
Kiehl Ranch ~ Winnett, MT
Justin King ~ Hammond, MT
Bonnie Lode ~ Harlowton, MT
Gerome Wemmer ~ Miles City, MT
Brady Ruff ~ Forsyth, MT
CJR Farms ~ Coleman, MI
Skull Creek Targhees ~ Brockway, MT
Bar 69 Ranch ~ Belle Fourche, SD
Aiden Foughy ~ Peerless, MT
Jeff Tauck ~ Hammond, MT
D. D. Gilger Ranch ~ Boyes, MT
Kenny Nemitz ~ Glendive, MT
Kevin Hill ~ Mosby, MT
Seth Schoon ~ White River, SD
Schaefer Targhees ~ Hoven, SD
Lee Murnion ~ Jordan, MT

As Dr. Lisa Surber’s career takes a new direction, we want to thank you, Lisa, for your
years of service to the Montana Sheep Industry. We wish you all the best!
We are blessed by our customers and grateful for the friendships we have made with
our involvement in the sheep industry. Again, thank you all so much.
See you at the convention!
Carolyn and John
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In Memory
The Montana Woolgrower’s Memorial Fund
The Montana Woolgrower Memorial Fund (official name
“Educational and Research Endowment Fund”) was established in
1983 when over $100 was sent to the association in memory of
Miles City sheepman/wool buyer, Duncan McDonald. A savings
account was established for such a purpose and others, wanting to
remember longtime sheepmen, be they friends or relatives, made
similar donations.
In 1984 the Board filed the necessary papers to make such
gifts tax deductible and a three-person board was appointed to oversee the account. The original board consisted of Don McKamey,
Bill Lehfeldt, and Ralph Dreyer.
Funds must be used for educational or research purposes
only and cannot be used for expenses of the Woolgrowers Association. The present board consists of Jim Whiteside, chairman, John
Baucus, and Bob Lehfeldt.
Those wishing to make a donation should make the check
out to Montana Woolgrower Association Memorial Fund and send
it to the Helena office. You will receive a receipt and if the memorial donation is sent in memory of someone, that person’s family
will also receive an acknowledgement.

James and Elizabeth Drummond
Ron and Dee Dee Steels
John and Katie Sandmeyer
Judy Vejtasa
Bill Lehfeldt
Bob and Diana Martin
Misti, Del, Caitlyn, and Max Richardson
Eugene and Susie Handl
Bob and Luan Peterson
Peggy, Steve, Trevor, and Ethan Lezinger
Luara Amble
Bob and Marie Lehfledt
The Stephen Marks and James Lemcke Families
Leon and Margaret Lammers

John C Paugh

Tom and Ruth Drummond

Jim and Aline Moore

Sieben Ranch

Larry and Madge Pilster

Gallatin Cattlewomen

Bob Gilbert

Earle Gross

Walter and Charlotte Frantz

Raymond and Amy Ross

Donald and Nadine Copley

US Targhee Sheep Association

Las and Diane Graham

Anderson Zurmuehlen CPA’s

Country Home Homemakers

Fred Itcaina

Mr. and Mrs. J.R. Casey

Julie and David Curd

Riley and Nancy Wilson

Gordon and Marilyn Darlington

Don and Beverly McKamey

Mike and Cecilia Tank.

Mark and Patricia Soares

Montana Sheep Company

Stockman Bank
Lee and Mary Dell Hietala

Gerry Devlin

Tyler Holland and Debbie Livermore

Bob Gilbert

Arville and Elaine Lammers

Sieben Ranch

Rebish and Helle
John and Jennifer Bloomquist

Norris Richins

Robert and Barbara Marx

Montana Sheep Company
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day, Sept. 14 at 3 p.m. at Bozeman United Methodist Church.

John Charles "Bud" Paugh Jr.
John C. Paugh, 86, of Bozeman, Montana, passed away
Sept. 8, 2015. He was born Dec. 10, 1928, at Fort Benton, Montana, the third son of John Charles and Dorothy Marion (Reed)
Paugh. His family moved to the Gallatin Valley when he was
three months old and started a dairy ranch where he worked
until he graduated from college. Bud attended the Waterman
country School, Emerson School and graduated from Gallatin
County High School in 1947. He received his Bachelor's degree
in Animal Science from Montana State College in 1951. John
married Donna Mae Matson on Friday June 13, 1952, in Bozeman. Their first two children, David John and Julie Ann, were
born in Harlowton, Montana. Shortly after, the family returned
to the Bozeman area and had three more children, Gerald
Wayne, Laurie Ellen and Richard Donald. All the children attended Belgrade schools.
John was a commercial cattle and sheep rancher and
was an iconic figure in the business of agriculture. In 1964 he
partnered with Dan and Mary Ann Fulton managing their foundation Targhee herd. He was active in the U.S. Targhee Sheep
Association, Gallatin Sheep Association, National Woolgrowers
Association, and the Montana Woolgrowers Association where
he was president from 1982 to 1983. John was a 4-H leader,
member of the Belgrade School Board and Planning Board,
Bracket Creek Grazing Association and the Ag Department of
Montana State University. As a result, John received many
awards for his outstanding participation and hard work throughout the years. He received the Arrowhead Award, which recognized him for his contributions to MSU Extension programs
throughout the State. Governor Marc Racicot and again, Governor Judy Martz appointed him as a representative for the sheep
and cattle industries to the Montana Board of Livestock. He
served from 1995 to 2007. John was a steward of the land, and
he made a lasting difference in the agriculture community.
John and Donna's greatest accomplishment of their 63
year marriage was having and raising a family. Their children;
son, David (Millie) Paugh of Ryegate, Montana, and their children, Bryan Paugh of Austin, Texas, and Stephanie Paugh of
Bozeman, Montana; daughter, Julie (David) Curd of Helena,
Montana, and their children, Melissa Curd of Helena, Montana,
Joe Curd of Cheonan, South Korea, and Christy Curd of Missoula, Montana; son, Jerry (Thea) Paugh of Edgar, Montana,
and their four children, Nicole (Keith) Nelson of Huntley, Montana, and two grandchildren, Chase and Shey; Jessica (Nate)
Carr of Three Forks, Montana, and three grandchildren, Jerzee,
Kamden and Harper; John Paugh of Billings, Montana, and Jaymin Paugh of MSU; daughter, Laurie (Chuck) Tate of Bozeman,
Montana, and her children, Hannah Heckel, Gabe Heckel and
Chloe Heckel all of Bozeman, Montana; son, Richard Paugh of
Belgrade, Montana, and companion, Judy Moats and her son,
Lance; His survivors include his brother, Jim (Marlys) of Coffee Creek, Montana, sister-in-law Barbara Paugh of Bozeman.
Uncle "Bud" is also survived by one nephew and eight nieces,
as well as spouses and children. He was preceded in death by
his parents and his brothers, Robert, George and niece Jean
Paugh Bodle. Memorials may be made in his name to Montana
Woolgrowers Association Memorial Fund, P.O. Box 1693, Helena, MT 59624, or to a charity of your choice .
Graveside services were held Friday, Sept. 11 at 3 p.m.
at Harlowton Cemetery. Memorial services will be held Mon-

John Paugh
John lived a full and productive life;
He was well-known and well-liked, too.
He enriched our lives by being
This accomplished man we knew.
John received his formal education
By attending Montana State College;
But he spent a lifetime learning,
Accumulating a wealth of knowledge.
John became a leader who was
Respected for what he knew.
Besides serving the sheep industry well,
He was on boards and committees, too.
Working to insure agriculture
Had a foundation built to last,
John planned well for the future
Using his experience from the past.
John knew he couldn’t have done it
Without his wife Donna by his side.
John’s family and the friends he made
Were a constant source of pride.
Known for his conversations
And the stories that he told,
John could speak of current events,
Or reminisce about days of old.
There is no doubt we all will miss
Seeing John’s smiling face;
But there is some comfort in knowing
He left this world a better place.
He worked to make improvements
Throughout his whole lifespan.
Yes, John Paugh is the name
Of a very remarkable man.
~Peggy Kelley

35

Gerry Devlin

Norris Rodney Richins

Gerry Devlin, age 84, of Miles City September 11, 1931 –
November 6, 2015 Michael Gerald (Gerry) Devlin passed away at home
and in his sleep the morning of Nov. 6, 2015 at age 84. He was born on
September 11, 1931 in Miles City to Michael Barnard and Jeanette
McDowell Devlin. He attended Pershing School in rural Prairie County,
Terry grade school, and Sacred Heart grade school in Miles City. He
attended high school in Terry and graduated in 1949. After a brief tenure
at the University of Montana, he returned to the family ranch in northern
Prairie County.
In 1951, he was drafted into the US Army, and was stationed
in California for several months before being sent to southern France. He
was released from active duty in mid 1953 and returned to the family
ranch. Later he would look on time in the military as a big step to maturity. In 1954 he married Jane Ann Reeves and they resided on the ranch
until 1958, when she was stricken with cancer and passed away at age
23. In 1959, he married Mary Isabelle Gonzales who had come to Terry
to teach in the high school. They combined a family of 3 sons. Gerry and
Isabelle continued operating the ranch until 1999 when they moved to
Miles City. During those ranch years schooling for the 3 boys often required Isabelle to move to town during the school year. She taught at
Sacred Heart High School for 5 years while in Miles City. They were
married for 53 years. Gerry learned to fly in the early 1970’s and purchased a Piper Super Cub to try and control predators with some success.
He was active in the Montana Wool Growers Association and
served on the board of directors for several years. He was elected president of the association in 1985. It was during those years he became
interested in state politics and ran successfully in 1980 for the Montana
House of Representatives. After serving for 8 years in that body, he ran
for the Montana Senate where he remained for 12 years, serving the
people of Custer, Rosebud, and Prairie Counties. He was Chairman of
House Tax Committee in 1985 and chaired Senate Tax in 1995, 1997,
and 1999. Through all those years, he developed many lifelong friends in
both political parties. His political philosophy was “if it’s not broken,
don’t try to fix it ….. and, don’t do for the people what they can do for
themselves”.
Gerry was preceded in death by his wife Isabelle (Gonzales)
Devlin, his wife Jane (Reeves) Devlin, and a daughter-in-law Susan
(Segelke) Devlin. He is survived by his son Ron of Terry MT, his son
Todd and his sons Owen, Everett, and Henry all of Terry, MT, his son
Tom of Miles City, MT and his sons Michael of Miles City, MT and
Tyler of Missoula, MT. Visitation was held on Monday, November 9,
2015 from 1:00-4:00 p.m. at Stevenson & Sons Funeral Home in Terry.
A Vigil service was held on Monday, November 9, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. at
Stevenson & Sons Funeral Home in Miles City. Mass of Christian Burial
was held on Tuesday, November 10, 2015 at 11:00 a.m. at the Sacred
Heart Catholic Church in Miles City. Rite of Committal followed in the
Eastern Montana State Veteran’s Cemetery with full military honors.
Stevenson & Sons Funeral Home was in charge of the arrangements. If
friends desire to contribute to a cause or entity in Gerry’s memory, please
do of your own choosing.

The world lost a fun hearted, jovial, storytelling, music loving,
father and husband on September 14, 2015. Norris Richins passed away
at his family home of natural causes. Born April 17, 1955 in Ogden,
Utah he was the son of Claude Arnold Richins and Florence Mae Fry
Richins. He arrived three weeks late, breech, 10 pounds 13 ounces and
his mother would never let him forget it. Raised in Morgan, Utah, one of
many entrepreneurial experiences occurred as a young boy, gathering
Christmas Trees on the day after Christmas. He pulled them behind his
bike to his parent’s house to resell. He graduated from Morgan High
School, then from Snow College where he played football and suffered
his famous “old football injuries”. He served a 2 year mission for The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints in the Kentucky, Louisville
mission and made lifelong friends. He married the girl he was absolutely
crazy about, his “lambchops” Karin Wiscombe in the Salt Lake Temple
on September 13, 1979 for time and all eternity. Side by side they made
memories, shared laughs, and devoted their lives to their three children.
Norris enjoyed his family heritage, and never met a stranger.
Norris had an innate ability to connect with people, and could story tell
with anyone. His pride and joy were his children who he supported in
every activity they participated in.
Norris is survived by his wife Karin, his beautiful daughters Ashley Walbruch (Nate) and Jenna Day (Mark) of Rochester, Minnesota, his handsome son Spencer Richins (Brooke) of Choteau, Montana, His Grandkids Hannah, Ellie, Jocelyn, Reagan, Nash, Max, Olive, and McCoy. He
is also survived by his brother Arnold Richins, and his sisters Claudia
Nelson, Pauline Thompson, and Shirlee Wilkerson.
Viewing took place at the Gorder-Jensen Funeral Home in
Choteau, Montana on Thursday September 16, 2015 from 6pm to 8pm.
Services for Norris were held at The Church of Jesus Christ of LatterDay Saints in Choteau, Montana on Friday September 18, 2015. Can’t
you hear him singing, “Climb every mountain, Ford every stream, Follow every rainbow, ’Till you find your dream!”

Clarence A “Pat” Chapel
Clarence Aldrich “Pat” Chapel age 93, passed away on Thursday, September 3, 2015. He had been doing what he enjoyed: playing
cards with his buddies and giving them a bad time. Pat was a master of
teasing and a “jack of all trades”. He and Belle, his wife of 68 years,
raised their boys on the home ranch near Gibson. He worked in the
woods, sheared sheep, worked on oil wells, was a janitor at the school
and weighed livestock at the yards at shipping time. Pat loved fishing,
shooting gophers, hunting big game, and most of all he loved his family.
He is survived by his wife Belle, his sons: Spike (Toni), Rich
(Cathy), Dennis (Jeannette), one brother Larry (Chape), sister Avis Funk,
twelve grandchildren, and numerous great and great-great grandchildren.
He was preceded in death by His parents: Clyde and Enger Chapel, Son:
Clyde in 2014, Sisters: Donna Willard (Milton), Florence Harper (Don),
Brothers : Bob (Luella), Ken (Muriel), Clyde, Gene (Marie), and granddaughter Teressa Marie.
Services were held on September 12, 2015 at American Legion Post #19 in Big Timber. Honorary Bearers were all of Pat’s family,
friends, and the coffee drinking crew at the Senior Center.
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Feed Lot where he began his career as a sheepshearer. In July of
1956 he married Betty Jensen in Sidney, MT and immediately
moved to Oregon to begin their married life. They lived there
for 16 years and brought four children into this world. While in
Oregon, Russ started a partnership with Andy Thompson called
T&T Sheep Company where they ran 1200 Ewes. In 1972 Russ
moved his family back to Montana to purchase the family ranch
from his parents along with his brother Dennis. He continued
shearing and working with sheep outside his ranch duties until
his retirement in 1997. Russ worked for a total of 40 years
shearing sheep and sheared over 300,000 in his lifetime. He
continued for another 10 years at the feedlot working with the
sheep, teaching his kids and grandkids along the way. Russ
bred, raised, sold and trained many of the livestock dogs in the
surrounding area. Some would say that his dogs were better
trained than some of his children.
His retirement was filled with gardening, feeding his
birds, card playing and guiding/directing his birth children,
“chosen” children and grandchildren. He volunteered time,
money and counseling to anyone needing help. He liked to visit
in person or on the phone to catch up on your life and the weather. He stayed in touch with friends new and old and had many
lifelong friendships across the country. Keeping his extended
family together and in contact with each other’s lives was a top
priority to him. He took his role as the family Patriarch very
seriously. He hosted our annual family 4th of July BBQ for 20
straight years, with over 90 people attending the 2015 celebration. He was an extraordinary Man, Husband, Father, Brother,
Brother-in-law, Grandpa, Uncle, Father-in-law, and Friend. In
fact he would say he never knew a stranger just a friend he had
yet to meet. He was a great man who put on a gruff exterior but
was as gentle as a kitten when you got to know him. His favorite
saying was “Well the first thing I would do…”. When Russ was
with you there was no need for a smart phone. Russ died on
Saturday evening, September 19, 2015, at St. Patrick’s Medical
Center, Missoula, MT.
He is survived by: his wife of 59 years, Betty; his children, Patty (Mike) Krieger, Blaine, MN, Jeff (Julie) Trudell,
Fairview, MT, Kevin “Rusty” Trudell, Dickinson, ND and Vicki, his Princess, (Jon) Getchell, Sidney, MT; his grandchildren,
Kelly Krieger, Angie Krieger, Dan Krieger, Erin Krieger, Chad
Trudell, James Trudell, Trevor Getchell, Tori Getchell, Tate
Getchell; his great grandchildren, Kady Krieger, Voss Krieger,
Jada Krieger, Marcus Jackson, Nehemiah Greenlaw, Ester Nassamula; siblings, Jerry (Joann) Trudell, Irene Emly, Elda Gabrielson, Paul Trudell, Marylou Miller, Dennis (Robin) Trudell,
Gene (Nancy) Trudell; sister-in-law, Elaine; numerous nieces
and nephews and great nieces and nephews. He was preceded in
death by: his parents, Ray and Florence Trudell; his in-laws,
Ted and Margaret Jensen, John Witkowski; brother-in-laws,
Kipp Gabrielson, Albert Emly, Dale Miller; nephews, Ray and
Bill Trudell.

Bruce Mark Haley
Beloved husband, father, grandfather (Papa), brother, and
friend, Bruce Mark Haley, passed away Sept. 16, 2015, surrounded by
the family he loved. He was born Oct. 18, 1938, to Shirley H. and Bessie
R. (Watson) Haley in Miles City. Bruce is survived by his wife of 41
years, Marlow(Kinney); his children, Julie (Greg) Martin, Cedar
(Michael) Knapp, Rusty (Jessica) Haley and Tanna Haley; grandchildren
William, Haleyanna, Shannon, Michaley, Jackson and Caitlyn; brother
Bill (Anna Mae) Haley; sister Helen Woods; two nieces and one nephew.
He is preceded in death by his parents and two nephews.
He spent his early years in Ashland, and moved to Shepherd in
1957, where Bruce and his family started a dairy farm and later raised
registered Columbia and Rambouillet sheep. After the end of his first
marriage, he married Marlow Marie Kinney on July 6, 1974, in Glendive. They settled on the family ranch in Ashland, where they shared a
love of riding horses and ranching. One of their favorite activities was
square dancing. They rarely spent a day apart; everyone knows the incredibly strong love they share. Bruce was a hard worker and willing to
try his hand at anything. His first love was ranching; he also worked as a
bar tender, bouncer, truck driver, feed salesmen and for the Montana
Department of Transportation. After retiring from the state, he and Marlow opened the Hitching Post Café in Ashland, which they ran for 18
years. Family was incredibly important to Bruce; he helped raise his nieces and nephews in addition to his own family. He assumed the responsibility of looking after his sister from an early age, making sure that the
family and the ranch were well cared for. He had a quiet strength that
drew others to him. He has an immeasurable circle of friends and those
relationships were precious to him. Another important aspect of Bruce’s
life was his faith; he dedicated his life to serve his God Jehovah and was
baptized as one of Jehovah’s Witnesses on April 5, 1969. He enjoyed
teaching people about the Bible, especially the Bible’s teaching of God’s
Kingdom and the blessings it will bring. He never knew a stranger and
was always willing to help anyone in need.
Bruce loved the outdoors, his horses, cows and livestock. In
younger years he enjoyed backpacking and fishing in the Beartooths. He
was a true cowboy in every sense of the word. He instilled in his children
the same values and principles that he lived his life by, such as caring for
others, placing their needs ahead of his own, lending a helping hand, hard
work, honesty and a strong love for Jehovah. Something that Bruce
would always say that we will never forget is “This too shall pass” and
“Never in my life!” His door was always open, and the house was full of
friends, food and laughter. He enjoyed cooking; his specialties were donuts, fudge, chili and popcorn balls. Bruce and his family spent countless
hours on the road, and some of their fondest memories are of singing old
trail songs and picnics in the car. His powerfully comforting voice in
prayer and his leadership will be immensely missed. We look forward to
the time when the Bible’s promise of a resurrection is fulfilled and our
family will once again be complete.

Russell “Russ” Elwin Trudell
Russell ”Russ” Elwin Trudell was born November 28,
1931 to Ray and Florence (Johnson) Trudell in Grand Forks,
ND. He attended various rural schools in Eastern, MT. He started working for area farmers at the age of 14. While working at
Holly Sugar, Russ enlisted in the Army and served in Korea
from 1951-1953. Upon his honorable discharge from the Army
he went to work in the logging camps in Southern Washington.
He then moved to Oregon where he worked for Cohn & Neil
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Breeder’s Directory
Columbia
MONTANA COLUMBIA SHEEP ASSN.
Raina Blackman
2925 Craig Frontage Road
Wolf Creek, MT 59648
(406) 235-4227
lsbrmb@mt.net
CRAGO FAMILY RANCH
Mark and Jennifer Crago
22 Maki Hill Road
Columbus, MT 59019
(406) 322-9935
markcrago@netzero.net
DOUGLAS HITCH
P.O. Box 368
Hobson, MT 59452
(406) 423-5651
dhitch@itstriangle.com
GROVES RANCH
Quality Columbia Ewe Lambs
Heron, MT 59452
erdoclamb@hotmail.com
HOCHSTRAT COLUMBIAS
Kathy Hochstrat
4021 Highway 12
White Sulphur Springs, MT 59645
(406) 547-3866
horsehue@itstriangle.com
LANGHUS COLUMBIAS
Gene and Mary Langhus
147 Main Boulder Road
Big Timber, MT 59011
(406) 932-4718
langhussheep@mtintouch.net
www.langhussheep.com
LOGAN AND DOUG PIERCE
P.O. Box 134
Harlowton, MT 59036
(406) 632-4419
TIMBER COULEE COLUMBIAS
Luanne Wallewein
P.O. Box 129
Sunburst, MT 59482
(406) 937-2775
wallywld@northerntel.net

Contact MWGA if you would like to be listed here
Hampshire
DAVID AND JENNIFER BRECK
P.O. Box 1331
Big Timber, MT 59011
(406) 932-6404
breckmt@mtintouch.net
EDNA ENGLERT
114 Bridger Fromberg Road
Bridger, MT 59014
(406) 662-3236
Rambouillet
HELLE RAMBOUILLETS
John Helle
1350 Stone Creek Road
Dillon, MT 59725
(406) 683-6686
jhelle64@gmail.com
www.finewoolsheep.com
LEHFELDT RAMBOUILLETS
Bob, Marie, Ben, and Jamie Lehfeldt
P.O. Box 175
Lavina, MT 59046
(406) 636-2731
levi@midrivers.com
Shropshire
CRAGO FAMILY RANCH
Mark and Jennifer Crago
22 Maki Hill Road
Columbus, MT 59019
(406) 322-9935
markcrago@netzero.net
South African Meat Merino
GENE AND MARY LANGHUS
147 Main Boulder Road
Big Timber, MT 59011
(406) 932-4718
langhussheep@mtintouch.net
www.langhussheep.com
Suffolk
MONTANA SUFFOLK ASSN.
296 Wyttenhove Lane
Miles City, MT 59301
(406) 232-1060
www.mtsuffolksheep.org
ROBERTTA DAWE
2 Ten Mile Lane
Big Timber, MT 59011
(406) 932-6529
krdawe@itstriangle.com
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HEART LAZY P SUFFOLKS
Dana Penrod
51 Perkins Lane
Miles City, MT 59301
(406) 234-2648
heartlazyp@midrivers.com
wwwheartlazypsuffolk.com
KNUTSON SUFFOLK
Kim Knutson
P.O. Box 250
Clyde Park, MT 59018
(406) 578-9175
kimssuffolks@yahoo.com
www.knutsonsuffolks.com
McKAY SUFFOLKS
Bill McKay/Scott McKay
(406) 866-3368/(406) 799-5398
P.O. Box 71
Ulm, MT 59485-0071
http://mckaysuffolks.weebly.com/
suffolk406@gmail.com
MITCHELL’S MILEHIGH RANCH
The Mitchell & Creason Families
142 Pine Creek Road
Livingston, MT 59047
(406) 222-3208
creason@wispwest.net
MURRAY SUFFOLKS
Walt and Angela Murray
174 Tongue River Road
Miles City, MT 59301
(406) 234-2676
wamurray@midrivers.com
RATH SUFFOLKS
296 Wyttenhove Lane
Miles City, MT 59301
(406) 232-1060
STEVENS RANCH
Norm and Gail Stevens
P.O. Box 286
Joliet, MT 59041
(406) 962-3558
stevensranch@q.com
www.stevensranchsuffolk.com
Suffolk X Hampshire
GIBBS RANGE RAMS
Pat and Bev Gibbs
513 Van Norman Road
Jordan, MT 59337
(406) 557-2852
pbgibbs@midrivers.com

Targhee
MONTANA TARGHEE SHEEP ASSN.
Elisha Lewis, secretary
342 Svenson Road
Reed Point, MT 59069
(406) 326-2306
lewisranch@itstriangle.com
LEO BARTHELMESS
25826 Content Road
Malta, MT 59538
(406) 658-2627
ledar@mtintouch.net
KRISTIN BIEBER
409 Skull Creek Road
Brockway, MT 59214
(406) 672-4471
mcraekristin@yahoo.com
DALLAS SHEEP OUTFIT
Chuck Dallas, Mardy, Cassie, & Cody
Dallas
131 Horse Creek Road South
Wilsall, MT 59086
(406) 578-2159
dallassheep@mcn.net
EVERETT RANCH
Marie Everett
3098 Mack Smith Lane
Stevensville, MT 59870
(406) 777-5217
everettranch@centric.net
CAROLYN I. GREEN
P.O. Box 266
Mellville, MT 59055
(406) 537-4472
greenranch@mtintouch.net
HUGHES NEWFORD CO.
John and Betty Sampsel
P.O. Box 558
Stanford, MT 59479
(406) 566-2700
hnco@mtintouch.net
KORMAN RANCH TARGHEES
Ron and Maxine Korman
P.O. Box 162
(406) 648-5536
kormanmax@hotmail.com

McRAE BROTHERS TARGHEES
Jack and Kathryn McRae
31 McRae Lane
Jordan, MT 59337
(406) 557-6266
jmcrae@midrivers.com

Targhee X Columbia
RAFTER RANCH
Don and Liz Jones
64542 Highway 43
Wise River, MT 59762
(406) 832-3219

MONTANA AG EXP STATION
Dr. Lisa Surber
Montana State University
Bozeman, MT 59717
(406) 994-3415
rkott@montana.edu

White Suffolk
GARY HEILIG
2936 North Trout Creek Road
Moore, MT 59464
(406) 374-2313
ghheilig@itstriangle.com

MONTANA SHEEP COMPANY
Brent, Tracie, Ben, & Caroline Roeder
950 County Line Road
Fort Shaw, MT 59443
(406) 467-2462
roeder@3rivers.net

Guard & Working Dogs

ORTMANN TARGHEES
Henry Ortmann
(406) 392-5277
Sam Ortmann
4169 Road 1081
Wolf Point, MT 59201
(406) 392-5356
mtwool@nemontel.net
PAUGH, INC.
Jerry Paugh
(406) 962-3636
paranch@msn.com
John Paugh, Jr.
525 Coulee Drive
Bozeman, MT 59718
(406) 585-9356
dmaepaugh@bresnan.net
SIEBEN LIVE STOCK CO.
Chase T. Hibbard
P.O. Box 835
Helena, MT 59624
(406) 442-1803
chase@siebenranch.com
TUNBY RANCH
Randy Tunby
P.O. Box 1244
Baker, MT 59313
(406) 772-5627
tunby@midrivers.com

LEWIS FAMILY RANCH
Ralph, Elisha, Ryan, and Rory Lewis
342 Svenson Road
Reed Point, MT 59069
(406) 326-2306
lewisranch@itstriangle.com
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Great Pyrenees, Akbash, Komondor,
Border Collie, Australian, & Anatolian
Shepherds
5-R STOCKDOGS
Marvin Dunster & Carrie Bigelow
326 Convert Lane
Billings, MT 59101
(406) 670-3575
(406) 208-8576
Sharplaninac, Pyrenees, &
Maremma Guard Dogs
J. KERMIT & SANDY PETERSEN
1411 22nd Ave. N. W.
Sidney, MT 59270
h. (406) 482-3016
C. (406) 480-4193
Spanish Mastiff
LEO BARTHELMESS
25826 Content Road
Malta, MT 59538
(406) 658-2627
ledar@mtintouch.net
Spanish Mastiff, Pyrenean Mastiffs,
Turkish Kangals, & LGD Crosses
CINCO DESEOS RANCH
Brenda M. Negri
Winnemucca, Nevada
ldgnevada@gmail.com
www.lgdnevada.com
c. (775) 931-0038
h. (775) 623-6292
Akbash/Great Pyrenees
Triple 9 Ranch
David & Tracy Kelsey
25279 US HWY 191 N
Buffalo, MT 59418
Home (406) 374-2440
Cell (406) 380-2132

Notice of MWGA Annual Membership Meeting
December 5, 2015 @ 3 PM
Billings Hotel and Convention Center
Items to be acted on:
Minutes of the precious meeting
Financial Report
President’s Report
Secretary’s Report
Resolutions
MWGA Districts Approved in 2012

Elections will also be held for the
following leadership positions:
Election of President
District 1 Director
District 2 Director-Seat Open
District 4 Director
If you know of anyone interested in running for an MWGA
leadership position, please call Betty Sampsel, Nominating
Committee Chair-406-566-2700 or Secretary Roeder-406980-0719. See you at Convention.
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